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REVIEW 
 

NEW COMMISSION COLLEGE TAKES SHAPE  
 

IUHOaQG¶V PKLO HRJaQ WROG MEPV WKaW WKH CRPPLVVLRQ KaG SUHSaUHG ³H[KaXVWLYHO\´ LQ WKH HYHQW 
of a no deal Brexit during a confirmation hearing for the post of Trade Commissioner at the 

European Parliament on September 30. During the three-hour grilling session, he faced a 

series of questions on trade relations with the United States & China, the recent pact with the 

Latin American Mercosur bloc & the impact of climate change. Hogan insisted that trade 

tensions with Washington needed to be remedied, while he stands ready to engage with the US 

administration in the months ahead. The Fine Gael politician pledged to use existing & future 

WUaGH aJUHHPHQWV WR aGYaQFH WKH EU¶V FOLPaWH & sustainable development goals. In response to 

around 25 questions from MEPs on the International Trade Committee, he said signing trade 

deals with countries across the globe offered the EU leverage in making sure countries 

respected environmental protection. Furthermore, the newly-appointed Chief Trade 

Enforcement Officer - yet to be confirmed - would ensure all international accords met the 

EU¶V JRaOV aQG FRPPLWPents when it came to the fight against climate change. The Greens, 

Socialist & Democrats and the leftist GUE-NGL SROLWLFaO JURXSV ZHUH YHU\ FULWLFaO RI HRJaQ¶V 
UHVSRQVHV, ZKLOH WKH EXURSHaQ PHRSOH¶V PaUW\ (WKH OaUJHVW JURXS LQ WKH EP ) said the trade 

SRUWIROLR ZRXOG bH LQ a ³VaIH SaLU RI KaQGV.´ 

 Meanwhile, the Commissioner-designate for Agriculture Janusz Wojciechowski, who 

looks set to take over the reins from HRJaQ, YRZHG WR SURPRWH aQ ³HYHQ PRUH baOaQFHG 
distribution of direct support, as reflected in the rHFHQW CAP UHIRUP SURSRVaOV,´ & intends to 

³PaNH a VWURQJ FaVH WKaW WKH LPSaFW RI a VLJQLILFaQWO\ VPaOOHU bXGJHW ZRXOG bH NHHQO\ IHOW 
aFURVV EXURSH aQG LPSaLU WKH UQLRQ¶V FaSaFLW\ WR GHOLYHU HIILFLHQWO\.´ The Polish nominee 

went before the EP¶s Committee on Agriculture & Rural Development on two occasions, as 

the first outing on October 1 was deemed too vague & lacklustre. His second attempt on 

October 8 - before the general election in Poland on October 13 - was a more confident effort. 

TKH SURSRVHG CAP UHJXOaWLRQV ³SURYLGH WKLV FRPPRQ IUaPHZRUN´, ZKLOH WKH ORQJVWaQGLQJ 
MEP (2004-2016) VWaQGV UHaG\ ³WR ZRUN ZLWK WKH EP WR HQVXUH WKH aSSURSULaWH VaIHJXaUGV aUH 
LQ SOaFH WR SUHVHUYH a OHYHO SOa\LQJ ILHOG.´ TKH LaZ & JXVWLFH (PLS) SROLWLFLan - national-

conservative and right-wing populist party - agreed that the one-size-fits-aOO aSSURaFK ZaV ³QRW 
VXLWabOH IRU a UQLRQ RI 27´, aGGLQJ WKaW ³ZH QHHG WR JLYH PRUH IOH[LbLOLW\ WR MHPbHU SWaWHV WR 
design their interventions according to their needs aQG VSHFLILFLWLHV.´ RHIHUULQJ WR WKH 
European Green Deal ± the flagship project of the new Commission College (2019-2024) ± the 

IRUPHU PUHVLGHQW RI WKH PROLVK SXSUHPH AXGLW OIILFH Va\V LW ZLOO ³VHW WKH YLVLRQ aQG WKH 
strategy for European farming for decaGHV WR FRPH´, SURPLVLQJ WR ³PaNH VXUH WKaW WKH 
FRQWULbXWLRQ RI aJULFXOWXUH LV aPbLWLRXV, IaLU aQG baVHG RQ HYLGHQFH.´  
 EU leaders have agreed to postpone Brexit for up to three months until January 31, 

2020, with a pre-Christmas UK election set for December 12. The remaining Member States 

would allow an earlier date if the UK ratifies a Withdrawal Agreement before then. 

Commenting this month, President of the European Council Donald Tusk said the EU-27 ³KaV 
aJUHHG WKaW LW ZLOO aFFHSW WKH UK¶V UHTXHVW IRU a BUH[LW IOH[WHQVLRQ XQWLO JaQXaU\ 31, 2020.´ In 

a OHWWHU WR TXVN, UK PUHPLHU BRULV JRKQVRQ VaLG WKaW LW ZaV aQ ³XQZaQWHG SURORQJaWLRQ´ WKaW LV 
damaging to British democracy & to the EU-UK relationship. As the month drew to a close, 

Johnson was in full election mode. In other news, the US is poised to introduce new tariffs on 

a range of goods from the EU including butter, cheese, liqueurs & pork products, in the latest 

chapter in the long-running dispute over aircraft subsidies (Boeing/Airbus dispute). 

Washington got clearance from the World Trade Organisation on October 2 to impose annual 

retaliatory tariffs up to a value of almost $7.5 billion on a range of European imports 

including wine, whiskey, olives, dairy products, cashmere sweaters, luxury goods & aircraft 

parts after it decided that the EU failed to end subsidies for Airbus.  
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 EU NEWS 
 

FARM COUNCIL 
 

US PUNITIVE TARIFFS (AIRBUS DISPUTE) ECLIPSE CAP 

REFORM TALKS  
EU Agriculture & Fisheries Ministers returned to the CAP reform package (in public 
deliberation) at the October 14 Council in Luxembourg, while the impact of US punitive  
WaUiffV RQ EXURSeaQ agUi-fRRd SURdXcWV, SaUWicXlaUl\ RQ cRXQWUieV VXch aV Whe UK, ES, DE, FR, 
IT & IE dRPiQaWed diVcXVViRQV. UQdeU Whe chaiUPaQVhiS Rf FiQQiVh AgUicXlWXUe MiQiVWeU JaUi 
LeSSl, Whe jaP-packed meeting kicked off just after 10am, with discussions on a regulation 
fixing fishing opportunities in the Baltic Sea for 2020. Just before 11am, Ministers held a 
liYel\ debaWe RQ Whe CRPPXQicaWiRQ RQ µStepping up EU action to protect & restore the 
world’s forests’ (public session) [*11449/1/19 REV1], followed by an exchange of views on 
the EU Forestry Strategy post-2020 [*12491/19]. OQ behalf Rf Whe ViVegUid GURXS (CZ, HU, 
PL & SK), BG, HR & SI, Whe C]ech delegaWiRQ SUeVeQWed a declaUaWiRQ RQ µForests, 
sustainable forest management & adaptation to climate change’  [*12883/19]. After lunch, 
Ministers turned their attention to future farm policy (in public session) [*12693/19 & 

12693/19 COR1], with delegations voicing what they see, as the main outstanding points in the 
draft regulations. During the debate, the vast majority of delegates (now 20) backed a joint 
statement on the CAP budget, led by France [*12894/19 & below]. In his last appearance as the 
EU¶V FaUP Chief, Phil HRgaQ XSdaWed CRXQcil RQ Whe PaUkeW ViWXaWiRQ, ZiWh IWal\ SURYidiQg 
information on damage caused by the Asian stink bug to its fruit & vegetable sector 
[*12882/19]. LeSSl debUiefed hiV MiQiVWeUial cRlleagXeV RQ a cRQfeUeQce RQ Whe µEuropean 
Bio-economy Scene 2019’ held in Helsinki on July 8-10 (public session) [*12539/19], while 
SlRYeQia SURYided feedback RQ Whe MiQiVWeUial cRQfeUeQce µStrengthening the Generation & 
Transfer of Knowledge for the Progress of Agriculture & Rural Areas’  held in the city of Ptuj 
(August 23) [*12886/19].  
 
Delegations from Italy, Spain & France led the charge on the main consequences of additional 
US duties on certain EU agri-food exports [*12884/19 & *12885/19 & *12976/19] , with the 
PajRUiW\ Rf delegaWiRQV calliQg fRU a ³QegRWiaWed VeWWlePeQW´ UaWheU aQ eVcalaWiRQ Rf WUade 
tensions on both sides of the Atlantic. Outgoing Health Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis 
provided information on the state of play on African Swine Fever (ASF) [*12570/19], Zhile 
Whe C]echV SUeVeQWed a jRiQW declaUaWiRQ fURP Whe ViVegUid GURXS, SlXV BG, HR, RO, & SI RQ 
combatting the viral disease [*12881/19]. As he prepares to hand over the baton to his 
successor Stella Kyriakides (CY), Andriukaitis also took the opportunity to recap on his 
legacy over the past five years - state of play on major food safety issues [*12861/19]. Council 
proceedings were wrapped up at around 9.20pm. *For further information on the agenda points 

OLVWHG abRYH HQWHU WKH QXPbHU SURYLGHG XQGHU µPXbOLF RHJLVWHU¶ aW WKH ZHbVLWH goo.gl/ybwNtq;  
*Debates at https://video.consilium.europa.eu/en/webcast ;  

 

DELEGATIONS SLAM US DUTIES ON EU AGRI-FOOD; CALL FOR 

MARKET SUPPORT TOOLS 
Spain, Italy & France slammed the introduction of US punitive duties on a range of EU agri -
food exports in the long-running dispute over aircraft subsidies & urged the Commission to 
take a strong stance on the issue at the Council meeting in Luxembourg (October 14). 
Washington got clearance from the WTO on October 2 to impose annual retaliatory tariffs up 
to a value of almost $7.5 billion on a range of European imports inc. wine, whiskey, olives, 

../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/CZWRN7M1/goo.gl/ybwNtq
https://video.consilium.europa.eu/en/webcast
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dairy products, cashmere sweaters, luxury goods & aircraft parts [see below, Beyond the EU 

section]. The move was formally endorsed by the Dispute Settlement Board in Geneva on 
October 14. During the debate on the Any Other Business (AOB) point , SSaiQ¶V LXiV PlaQaV 
said Madrid wanted the Commission to maintain a firm position in the negotiations 
[*12885/19]. He ZaUQed WhaW WUade WaUiffV ZeUe ³QRW gRRd fRU aQ\RQe,´ aV Whe\ aUe ³QegaWiYe fRU 
SSaiQ & QegaWiYe fRU RWheU MePbeU SWaWeV.´ The deciViRQ on a similar case over US aircraft 
manufacturer Boeing was due in eight to ten months, he told Ministers. In terms of products 
affecWed b\ Whe deciViRQ, he PeQWiRQed bRWWled RliYe Ril & Wable RliYeV ³Zhich fRU Whe VecRQd 
time have been subjected to tariffs b\ Whe US.´ ³ThiV iV QRW a SURbleP WhaW VhRXld fall RQ Whe 
VhRXldeUV Rf RXU VecWRU,´ he Vaid. The IWaliaQ delegaWiRQ called fRU PUiYaWe SWRUage Aid (PSA) 
for its high-quality cheese [*12884/19]. The cRXQWU\¶V SecUeWaU\ Rf SWaWe GiXVeSSe L¶AbbaWe 
said the announcement would have major repercussions for the Italian agri -food sector 
SaUWicXlaUl\ fRU SigPeaW SURdXcWV, beYeUageV & SURdXceUV Rf TXaliW\ cheeVeV, Zhich ³haYe 
iQYeVWed a lRW iQ Whe APeUicaQ PaUkeW.´ The iPSacW Zill be felW iQ Whe SURceVViQg iQdXVWUi es & 
jRb cUeaWiRQ, he added. He XUged Whe CRPPiVViRQ WR ³iQWeUYeQe,´ & SURYide a ³fiUP UeVSRQVe 
WR SURWecW IWaliaQ e[celleQce,´ flRaWiQg Whe acWiYaWiRQ Rf PSA fRU cheeVe & gUeaWeU iQYeVWPeQW 
iQ SURPRWiRQ SURgUaPPeV fRU ³WhRVe VecWRUV haUd hiW b\ Whe effecW  Rf Whe WaUiffV.´  
 
DidieU GXillaXPe (FR) echRed WhiV VeQWiPeQW, Va\iQg iW ZaV ³iQdiVSeQVable WR SUeVeQW a XQiWed 
& fiUP ... cleaU & XQaPbigXRXV UeVSRQVe´ [*12976/19]. French wine exports are going to take 
a hit, with some producers expected to go out of business. Guillaume stressed the need to 
³PRbiliVe all Whe CAP iQVWUXPeQWV.´ The FUeQch ZiQe VecWRU ZaV beiQg SaUWicXlaUl\ badl\ 
affected inc. consignments already in transit to the US. He suggested promotion programmes 
³ZiWh eaVieU WR iPSlePeQW PeaVXUeV RQ third cRXQWUieV´ & e[ceSWiRQal PeaVXUeV XQdeU Whe 
Common Market Organisation. Delegations from CZ, UK, NL, EL, PT, HU, LT & DE also 
WRRk WR Whe flRRU, ZiWh PRVW SXVhiQg fRU a ³QegRWiaWed VeWWlePeQW´ & ³fiQdiQg a VRlXWiRQ´ WR 
³de-escalate trade tensions on Whe PaUkeW.´ The UK, hRPe WR SURdXcWiRQ Rf SaUWV fRU AiUbXV, 
although likely not for PXch lRQgeU, VXSSRUWed ³WakiQg a XQiWed aSSURach,´ Zhile GeUPaQ\¶V 
RXWgRiQg SWaWe SecUeWaU\ HeUPaQQ OQkR AeikeQV UegUeWWed WhaW agUicXlWXUe ³ZaV beiQg dUagged  
into a 15-year-old dispute involving laUge aiUcUafW.´ 
 
IQ UeVSRQVe, FaUP CRPPiVViRQeU Phil HRgaQ Vaid Whe EU¶V e[ecXWiYe UePaiQV ³cRQYiQced WhaW 
both US & EU trade interests are best served by a negotiated solution to the long-standing 
Boeing/Airbus dispute which is aW Whe RUigiQ Rf WheVe WaUiffV.´ The iQcRPiQg TUade chief 
Uecalled Whe ³VeUiRXV & cUedible RSeQiQg iQ JXl\ fRU a QegRWiaWed VeWWlePeQW,´ Zhile he UegUeWV 
Whe US ³did QRW Vei]e Whe RSSRUWXQiW\ WR Wake XS RXU iQYiWaWiRQ.´ BRWh VideV VhRXld be fRcXVed 
RQ ³de-escalating tensions rather than adding further uncertainty to an already delicate world 
WUade & ecRQRPic ViWXaWiRQ.´ IPSRViQg WaUiffV (aW 25% RQ agUicXlWXUal SURdXcWV) iV QRW a 
SRViWiYe PRYe, aV iW iV ³RQl\ a PaWWeU Rf WiPe befRUe Ze haYe Whe RSSRUWXQiW\ Wo impose tariffs 
RQ iPSRUWV fURP Whe US iQ UeWaliaWiRQ fRU Whe daPage aUiViQg fURP WheiU VXbVidieV WR BReiQg,´ 
he added. The IUiVhPaQ SRiQWed RXW WhaW ³Whe fRXU EU MePbeU SWaWeV ZheUe AiUbXV 
manufacturing is concentrated, UK, France, Germany & Spain, together with Italy & Ireland 
accRXQW fRU alPRVW 97% Rf Whe WRWal fRRd e[SRUWV Rf ¼4.3 billiRQ e[SRVed WR Whe WaUiffV.´  
 
SRPe cRPPeQWaWRUV VXggeVW Whe iQclXViRQ Rf VRPe Rf IUelaQd¶V icRQic SURdXcWV VXch aV 
KeUU\gRld bXWWeU & Baile\¶V IUiVh CUeaP LiTXeXU iV a ³VhRW acURVV Whe bRZ´ b\ US PUeVideQW 
DRQald TUXPS WR Whe iQcRPiQg TUade chief. The SURdXcWV WaUgeWed ZeUe ³iQ PRVW caVeV 
UeSUeVeQWaWiYe Rf Whe beVW Rf RXU fRRd SURdXcWiRQ V\VWePV´ inc. Parmigiano cheese, extra virgin 
Spanish olive oils, PDO & PGI wines, IriVh bXWWeU & ScRWch WhiVk\.´ The ³aSSaUeQW WaUgeWiQg 
of high value cheeses, which are among the flagship products covered by GIs has caused 
XQdeUVWaQdable cRQceUQ,´ he QRWed, aVVXUiQg delegaWeV WhaW Whe SURWecWiRQ Rf high -quality 
SURdXcWV ³iV & Zill UePaiQ aQ abVRlXWe SUiRUiW\.´ RefeUUiQg WR PaUkeW PaQagePeQW iQVWUXPeQWV 
VXch aV SUiYaWe VWRUage, HRgaQ Sledged WR ³aVVeVV & aQal\Ve Whe ViWXaWiRQ caUefXll\ iQ Whe QeaU 
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fXWXUe, ZheQ Ze Zill haYe PRUe iQfRUPaWiRQ RQ Whe iPSacW RQ faUPeUV.´ The CRPPiVViRQ Zill 
³Ueview the opportunity to aSSl\ PaUkeW PeaVXUeV if QeceVVaU\,´ he added, calliQg RQ QaWiRQal 
caSiWalV WR e[SlRiW SURPRWiRQ SURgUaPPeV (ZRUWh ¼200 PilliRQ iQ 2020) SaUWicXlaUl\ fRU third 

cRXQWU\ PaUkeWV iQ AVia ³WR PiWigaWe Whe iPSacW Rf Whe US SXQiWiYe WaUiffV.´ A QXPbeU Rf 
developments over the coming weeks would provide more clarity on the next steps, he stated, 
inc. any changes in the provisional tariff list, the wider developments on the WTO front in 
relation to the US measures inc. likely timetable for tariffs in the Boeing case, more feedback 
from exporters on the impact, further information on the extent of front -loading of exports, in 
anticipation of the tariffs, which would offset their impact , as well as more clarity on Brexit 
negotiations & the likely outcome. Hogan pledged WR ³WUaYel WR Whe US aW Whe eaUlieVW 
RSSRUWXQiW\ WR eQgage ZiWh Whe US adPiQiVWUaWiRQ ... ZiWh a SRViWiYe & cRQVWUXcWiYe aSSURach.´   
 
AGGLWLRQaO US WaULIIV ³QRW WKH VROXWLRQ,´ MaOPVWU|P:  The EU stands ready to 
³QegRWiaWe a VeWWlePeQW fRU bRWh Whe AiUbXV & Whe BReiQg caVe addUeVViQg UePaiQiQg 
cRPSliaQce RbligaWiRQV RQ bRWh VideV, SXWWiQg WheVe caVeV behiQd XV ... aV iPSRViQg addiWiRQal 
dXWieV iQ Whe WZR aiUcUafW caVeV iV QRW Whe VRlXWiRQ,´ EU TUade CRPPiVViRQeU Cecilia 
MalPVWU|P RXWliQed iQ a leWWeU WR US Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer on October 11. 
The single-page correspondence, with incoming Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan in copy, was 
an attempt to encourage Washington to enter into talks with Brussels in order to solve the 
aircraft dispute. The SZediVh CRPPiVViRQeU e[SUeVVeV heU UegUeW WhaW Whe US ³aSSeaUV WR haYe 
taken the decision to impose its countermeasures on EU exports following the WTO 
aUbiWUaWiRQ SaQel deciViRQ iQ Whe AiUbXV caVe.´ ³ThiV Zill Pake fiQdiQg a QegRWiaWed VeWWlePeQW 
more difficult, & it will push the EU into putting countermeasures in place when the time 
cRPeV RQ Whe SaUallel BReiQg caVe (2020),´ Vhe RXWliQeV. BRWh VideV ³haYe beeQ fRXQd aW faXlW 
by the WTO dispute settlement system for continuing to provide certain unlawful VXbVidieV WR 
AiUbXV & BReiQg, UeVSecWiYel\.´ MalPVWU|P UecallV cRQcUeWe SURSRValV VhaUed iQ JXl\ ³fRU a 
QeZ UegiPe RQ aiUcUafW VXbVidieV´, Zhich ³UePaiQ XQaQVZeUed & XQaddUeVVed b\ Whe US Vide.´ 
IQ cRQclXViRQ, Vhe XUgeV heU US cRXQWeUSaUW WR ³eQgage iQ negotiations to frame future subsidy 
disciplines for the aircraft sector, not least to address the challenge of an entry into the market 
Rf QeZ heaYil\ VXbVidiVed cRPSeWiWRUV.´ 
 

MARKET REPORT: EU¶s EXEC READIES PRIVATE STORAGE AID 

(PSA) FOR OLIVE OIL  
The EU¶V e[ecXWiYe iV Uead\iQg a SURSRVal WR WUiggeU PUiYaWe SWRUage Aid (PSA) fRU RliYe Ril, 
Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan confirmed on October 14, aV iW iV Whe ³beVW iQVWUXPeQW WR 
SURYide PeaQiQgfXl VXSSRUW WR Whe VecWRU.´ DXUiQg aQ XSdaWe RQ Whe agUicXlWXUal  market 
situation, Whe iQcRPiQg TUade chief Vaid Whe ViWXaWiRQ iQ ³bRWh Whe RliYe Ril & Wable RliYe 
VecWRUV WRSV Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V liVW Rf cXUUeQW cRQceUQV.´ He deVcUibed Whe PaUkeW aV ³YeU\ 
difficult ... largely due to exceptionally high harvests triggering weak prices, especially in 
SSaiQ Whe PaiQ SURdXceU.´ EU SURdXcWiRQ iQ Whe Qe[W PaUkeWiQg \eaU iV e[SecWed WR Ueach 2.1 
PilliRQ WRQQeV (clRVe WR aYeUage leYel), he RXWliQed, QRWiQg WhiV iV ³iQVXfficieQW WR UedXce Whe 
high levels of stocks accumulated in receQW \eaUV.´ He UefeUUed WR Whe UeceQW deciViRQ Rf Whe 
US administration to impose tariffs on Spanish exports of bottled olive oil & green olives, but 
iW iV ³ZRUWh ackQRZledgiQg Whe difficXlWieV iQ WhiV VecWRU iQdeSeQdeQWl\ Rf Whe aSSlicaWiRQ Rf 
any US taUiffV.´  
 
Beef iV ³aQRWheU VecWRU XQdeU SUeVVXUe,´ he XQdeUliQed, ³SeUfRUPiQg belRZ 2018 leYelV.´ The 
CRPPiVViRQ ³iV Zell aZaUe Rf Whe UiVk WhaW BUe[iW & RWheU iQWeUQaWiRQal cRQVideUaWiRQV 
SUeVeQW,´ he VWaWed, VeekiQg WR UeaVVXUe delegaWiRQV WhaW hiV VeUYiceV aUe ³Uead\ WR UeVSRQd, 
using the instruments available under the CAP measures to address any destabilisation of the 
PaUkeWV.´ ³DeVSiWe Whe UedXcWiRQ iQ dePaQd iQ VRPe Rf RXU iPSRUWaQW WUade SaUWQeUV, RXU WUade 
balance remains largely positive & exports UePaiQ d\QaPic,´ he QRWed. The RXWgRiQg FaUP 
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chief presented a positive picture on pigmeat, with increasing prices since the beginning of 
2019, largely driven by good export demand in January-July especially from certain Asian 
countries (in particular China, which is fighting African Swine Fever). EU average pig prices 
are currently at their highest since September 2013 - ¼184/100kg - 28% up on last year. Some 
of the key producers are reducing their production (DE, PL & DK), while ES, NL & FR have 
reported hikes in output. Uncertainty surrounding Brexit & the threat posed by ASF both in 
the EU & third countries are key concerns for the sector. Meanwhile, Hogan described the 
Pilk PaUkeW aV ³SRViWiYel\ balaQced´, ZiWh deliYeUieV iQcUeaViQg b\ RQl\ 0.2% VR faU  this year 
(XQWil JXl\), Zhile Whe cXUUeQW EU VeaVRQ fRU ciWUXV fUXiW, aSSleV & SeaUV ³haV VWaUWed ZiWh 
beWWeU SURVSecWV.´ He Uecalled Whe eVWabliVhPeQW Rf aQ EU PaUkeW RbVeUYaWRU\ fRU fUXiWV & 
YegeWableV WR ³iPSURYe PaUkeW WUaQVSaUeQc\ & VWeS XS effRUWV iQ PaUkeW iQWelligeQce.´ OQ 
sugar, the latest EU average price (August 2019) iV lRZ aW ¼320 SeU WRQQe. ³IW iV QRW Ueall\ 
possible to foresee any immediate changes due to the difficult contractual negotiation 
d\QaPicV aPRQg VXgaU VelleUV & XVeUV.´ BXW EU VSRW SUiceV ³cRQWiQXe WR be VXbVWaQWiall\ 
higheU WhaQ Whe EU aYeUage SUice´ aV WheVe aUe baVed RQ cRQWUacWV WhaW ZeUe VigQed PRQWhV iQ 
advance. World prices are also low, while sugar stocks are high, not helped as India 
announces new subsidies for 6 million tonnes of exports of the sweetener, he indicates. The 
oversupply situation since the end of the sugar quota regime has been rebalanced, while the 
EU ³VXgaU VecWRU cRQWiQXeV iWV WUaQViWiRQ WR a PaUkeW-orientated environment, where 
stakeholders adjust their bXViQeVV deciViRQV WR PaUkeW VigQalV.´ 
 
Italy raises damage caused by Brown Stink Bug:  The Brown Stink Bug 
³accideQWall\ iQWURdXced iQWR Whe EU WhURXgh Whe PXlWiSle URXWeV Rf iQWeUQaWiRQal WUade´, iV 
ZUeakiQg haYRc ZiWh IWal\¶V fUXiW & YegeWableV VecWRU, according to the Italian delegation at 
the October Farm Council in Luxembourg [*12882/19]. Widespread throughout the country, 
but particularly in the North, the bug has caused serious damage to apples, pears, kiwis, 
peaches, cherries, apricots, but also maize, soya & sunflower. The bug is resistant to 
iQVecWicideV & SURlifeUaWeV TXickl\, ZiWh Whe aXWhRUiWieV cRQVideUiQg bUiQgiQg iQ Whe µSaPXUai 
WaVS¶ - native to East Asia but now found in Europe & North America - chiefly known as 
parasitizing the Halyomorpha halys. The brown marmorated bug damages the fruit, making 
them unusable for both consumption & processing, while farmers have been putting in place 
³e[SeQViYe PeaVXUeV´ e.g. iQVWallaWiRQ Rf aQWi-insect nets, traps etc. in order to avoid 
infestations. During hiV iQWeUYeQWiRQ, SecUeWaU\ Rf SWaWe GiXVeSSe L¶AbbaWe UeSRUWed ecRQRPic 
lRVVeV Rf aURXQd ¼500 PilliRQ ³iQ lRVW UeYeQXe fRU IWaliaQ faUPeUV,´ Zhich iV haYiQg a kQRck -
on effect on the wider rural economy, labour force & processing industries. He urged the  
CRPPiVViRQ WR WUiggeU Whe RSWiRQV SURYided b\ AUWicle 221 Rf RegXlaWiRQ 1308/2013 ³iQ RUdeU 
to safeguard the key role that the fruit & vegetable Producer Organisations can play in this 
cRQWe[W.´  
 

CAP PROGRESS REPORT ³GOOD BASIS FOR DISCUSSION´ 
MORE WORK TO BE DONE  
Delegations agreed that the Presidency progress report on the CAP reform was a good basis 
for discussion [*12693/19], but that more work needed to be done on inter alia the green 
architecture (flexibility of payments), new delivery model (indicators, assessment & 
reporting), eco-VchePeV, defiQiWiRQ Rf a µgeQXiQe faUPeU¶, PRYe WRZaUdV gUeeQ WUaQViWiRQ & 
sectoral interventions. During the 2-hour debate, some 20 delegations voiced the need for a 
robust farm budget in the next programming period (2021-2027) [see below]. PRUWXgal¶V LXtV 
Capoulas Santos rejected any budgetary cuts to POSEI, wine programmes, rural development 
SURgUaPPeV & ZRXld like WR Vee a ³SaUWicXlaU ePShaViV RQ VPall-hRldeUV.´ PRlaQd¶V R\V]aUd 
ZaUXd]ki (UQdeU SecUeWaU\ Rf SWaWe) iQViVWed WhaW ³if Ze Zant to be more ambitious in terms of 
Whe eQYiURQPeQW, Ze Qeed WR haYe PRQe\ WR deliYeU RQ PRUe aPbiWiRQV.´ HXQgaU\¶V ZVRlW 
Feldman said the budget must be maintained at EU-27 level, going as far as suggesting the 
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WUaQVfeU Rf fXQdV ZiWhiQ Whe MFF ³WR WUadiWional policies such as the CAP, if EU leaders do not 
iQcUeaVe Whe ceiliQgV.´ SSaQiVh MiQiVWeU LXiV PlaQaV called fRU a ³VSecific debaWe RQ Whe CMO 
RegXlaWiRQ´ giYeQ RQgRiQg WUade cRQflicWV & SUice YRlaWiliW\ RQ Whe PaUkeW ± a sentiment 
shared by the Belgian & Dutch delegations (POs & IBOs). Others such as DK, NL & DE used 
the debate to voice their opposition to voluntary coupled support, while DK, HR, BE & SI 
voiced reservations on the move towards greater external convergence. A number of speakers 
such as IUelaQd¶V Michael CUeed & hiV DaQiVh cRlleagXe MRgeQV JeQVeQ called RQ Whe 
Commission to table the transitional arrangements to grant legal certainty to farmers, as did 
ES, IT, SK, BG, & LT, ZiWh Whe laWWeU XQdeUliQiQg WhaW ³QR CAP dRcXPeQW, VXch aV Whe CMO 
UegXlaWiRQ, VhRXld be cRQVideUed clRVed.´  
SSeakiQg WR UeSRUWeUV, FiQlaQd¶V AgUicXlWXUe MiQiVWeU JaUi LeSSl Vaid Whe PUeVideQc\ aiPed WR 
³geW aV faU aV SRVVible iQ CRXQcil,´ ZheQ iW caPe WR Whe XSdaWed We[WV RQ all WhUee UegXlaWiRQV. 
A number of key issues require further work, he conceded, citing in particular the green 
architecture, eco-schemes & flexibility requirements. Without going into any detail, he also 
UefeUUed WR Whe ³QeZ WUaQViWiRQ SeUiRd.´ IQ ZhaW was likely to be his last appearance as Farm 
Commissioner ± unless the appointment of the College is delayed until December 1 ± Hogan 
Vaid iW ZaV ³QRZ a PaWWeU fRU P\ VXcceVVRU (JaQXV] WRjciechRZVki) WR dUiYe WhiQgV fRUZaUd iQ 
cRPSleWiQg Whe ZRUk.´ IQ hiV SaUWiQg ZRUdV, he UeiWeUaWed Whe Qeed WR ³Vimplify the policy in 
WeUPV Rf Whe faUPeU´ aV Whe faUPeU iV aW Whe ceQWUe iQ UelaWiRQ WR Whe SURYiViRQ Rf SXblic gRRdV.  
 

Coalition calls for stable farm budget:  The CAP budget must be maintained at the 
current EU-27 level (in current prices) for the next programming period (2021-2027), 
according to a joint statement from a coalition of 17 delegations [*12894/19]. In a move led by 
France, supported by AT, BG, CY, CZ, EE, HU, EL, IE, LV, LT, LU, PL, PT, RO, SK & ES*, 
the group of like-minded countries insist RQ a VWable faUP bXdgeW WR ³PeeW Whe QeZ challeQgeV 
faced b\ EXURSeaQ agUicXlWXUe & fRUeVWU\´ & ³PeeW Whe e[SecWaWiRQV Rf EU ciWi]eQV.´ The\ 
alVR UefeU WR Whe ³XUgeQW Qeed WR Wake acWiRQ WR PeeW Whe cliPaWe challeQge.´ DXUiQg hiV addUeVV 
in the Council chaPbeU, FUeQch MiQiVWeU DidieU GXillaXPe iQViVWed WhaW ³QR cRPSURPiVe caQ 
be fRXQd ZiWhRXW claUiW\ RQ Whe bXdgeW,´ XQdeUliQiQg Whe URle Rf faUP e[SeQdiWXUe ³WR face XS 
WR fXWXUe challeQgeV.´ GiYeQ Whe XQceUWaiQW\ RQ Whe lRQg-term financial perspectives, the 
former Vice-President of the Senate (2011-2014) Vaid ³QRQe Rf Whe WhUee dUafW UegXlaWiRQV caQ 
be VeW dRZQ iQ VWRQe.´ A URbXVW bXdgeW iV ke\ fRU aQ agUicXlWXUe WhaW iV ³iQQRYaWiYe, 
VXVWaiQable & SaYeV Whe Za\ fRU Whe eQYiURQPeQWal WUaQViWiRQ.´ The call came ahead of the 
crucial EU Summit on October 17-18, where EU leaders were expected to advance discussions 
on the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF). Speaking to reporters, Commissioner Phil 
HRgaQ Vaid WhaW delegaWiRQV ZaQWed WR ³Vee Whe PRQe\ befRUe Whe\  VigQ Rff RQ Whe SRlic\´, 
something the outgoing Farm chief can understand. *SI, HR & BE backed the declaration;  

 

EU FARM MINISTERS SUPPORT COMMISSION CALL FOR 

ACTION ON DEFORESTATION  
Delegations backed Commission plans on how to address the fight agains t deforestation at the 
October 14 Farm Council in Luxembourg. DXUiQg a debaWe RQ Whe µCommission 
Communication on stepping up EU action to protect & restore the world’s forests ¶ SXbliVhed 
on July 23 [*11449/19], Agriculture Ministers accepted that current EU policies had not been 
sufficient to combat deforestation at a global level and backed the idea of a new EU Forestry 
Strategy, with many stressing the need to make sure it was coordinated with all other 
Community policies (ES, DE, RO, FR, LV, LU, CY, BE, AT, SK, SE & PL) & Whe EU¶V aiPV 
on issues like climate change & the environment. A few still wanted major decisions to be left 
iQ MePbeU SWaWeV¶ haQdV, bXW WheUe ZaV QR dRXbW Whe\ ZaQWed Whe CRPPiVViRQ WR PRYe 
forward with the new plan.  
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FiQlaQd¶V MiQiVWeU JaUi LeSSl RSeQed Whe diVcXVViRQ b\ deVcUibiQg Whe ZRUld¶V fRUeVWV aV 
³XQdeU VeUiRXV WhUeaW,´ ZelcRPiQg Whe ³lRQg-aZaiWed iQiWiaWiYe´ b\ Whe CRPPiVViRQ. He 
invited Ministers to give feedback with the intention of adopting Council Conclusions before 
the end of the Presidency. Outgoing Environment Commissioner Karmenu Vella described 
fRUeVWV aV ³iQdiVSeQVable,´ Zhile fRUeVWV had WR be SURWecWed WR allRZ Whe EU WR achieYe iWV 
climate change obligations. Agriculture was responsible for around 80% of global  
deforestation, while emissions from land use were responsible for nearly 12% of all 
greenhouse gases. The Maltese politician also pointed out that the EU consumes a third of 
glRball\ WUaded agUicXlWXUal SURdXcWV aVVRciaWed ZiWh defRUeVWaWiRQ. ³We aUe WheUefore part of 
Whe SURbleP,´ he Vaid. He ZaQWed Whe EU WR be SaUW Rf Whe VRlXWiRQ, Sla\iQg iWV SaUW iQ fighWiQg 
deforestation. The EU executive¶V plans involve encouraging consumption of products from 
deforestation-free supply chains, deforestation proofing international aid, international 
cooperation, redirecting finance to support more sustainable land use & supporting access to 
information on forests. The objective was to halt global forest loss by 2030.  
 
In a discussion based around a four-page background paper from the Presidency [*12491/19], 

HXQgaU\¶V ZVRlW FeldPaQ Vaid Whe fRUeVWU\ VecWRU ZaV ceQWUal WR Whe deYelRSPeQW Rf Whe EU. 
TheUe ZaV ³QR dRXbW EXURSe QeedV a fRUeVWU\ VWUaWeg\ SRVW-2020,´ he Vaid, ePShaViViQg WhaW iW 
VhRXld QRW cRQWUadicW Whe UN¶s Sustainable Development Goals. However, because forestry 
coverage varied throughout the EU, it should be possible for forestry management to be 
different in each Member State.  
 
Danish Minister Mogens Jensen echoed his Hungarian colleague, saying that the sustainable 
PaQagePeQW Rf fRUeVWV ZaV fXQdaPeQWal fRU PeeWiQg Whe UN¶V deYelRSPeQW gRalV. He said it 
ZaV ³XUgeQW WhaW Ze VWeS XS EU acWiRQ.´ He ZaQWed Whe PeaVXUeV SXW fRUZaUd b\ Whe 
Commission to be given high priority. Spanish Minister Luis Planas wanted a strategy that 
³VhRXld allRZ XV WR be cRQViVWeQW iQ all Rf RXU EXURSeaQ SRlicieV WhaW deal ZiWh fRUeVWV.´ He 
also raised the issue of forest fires & the need to mitigate climate change. The strategy would 
have to be aligned with the European Green Deal, particularly on biodiversity, the Socialist 
politician added. Planas also wanted to create a dialogue platform for all the stakeholders & 
stressed the need to reduce the impact of deforestation on the supply chain. There should be 
broader certification systems, while trade agreements should recognise the need to halt 
deforestation.  
 
JXlia Kl|ckQeU fURP GeUPaQ\ ZaV aQRWheU MiQiVWeU ZhR called fRU a ceUWificaWiRQ SURceVV, 
citing that for cocoa as an example of what could be achieved. The EU needed to work  on re-
affRUeVWaWiRQ RQ iWV RZQ WeUUiWRU\ fRU Whe Vake Rf cUedibiliW\ RQ Whe iVVXe. IW ZRXld be ³gRRd fRU 
RXU iPage WR VhRZ WhaW Ze caQ UeSlaQW.´ Klöckner stressed the need for healthy forests & a 
PRUe effecWiYe EU blXeSUiQW. IW VhRXld haYe a ³clRVeU iQWeUface´ ZiWh RWheU SRlic\ aUeaV, Whe 
CDU politician stated. IWal\ VWUeVVed Whe ³cleaU UeVSRQVibiliW\ fRU Whe faUPiQg VecWRU.´ 
SecUeWaU\ Rf SWaWe GiXVeSSe L¶AbbaWe bePRaQed a lack Rf iQVWUXPeQWV, legiVlaWiRQ & fXQdiQg. 
³LeW¶V defiQe aQ acWiRQ SlaQ iQ cRQcUeWe WeUPV,´ he Vaid.  
 
Slovenian Minister Aleksandra Pivec called for a new comprehensive forestry strategy, with 
sustainable management at its core. She supported all the priorities outlined in the 
Communication & underlined the need to involve the private sector. She would like to see 
sustainable forest management be part of international trade deals. The Romanian delegation 
deVcUibed Whe WhUeaW WR fRUeVWV aV ³RQe Rf Whe PajRU challeQgeV ZheQ iW cRPeV WR 
VXVWaiQabiliW\.´ SecUeWaU\ Rf SWaWe DaQiel-Eugeniu CruQ܊eaQX UaiVed Whe iVVXe Rf iPSRUWV & 
VWUeVVed Whe Qeed WR ³ZRUk haQd iQ haQd´ ZiWh SURdXciQg cRXQWUieV.  Romania wanted to see 
efficieQW cRRUdiQaWiRQ WR deal ZiWh Whe gURZiQg challeQgeV faciQg Whe VecWRU. CUXQ܊eaQX  also 
said there was a need to promote native species, which would be better suited to local 
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conditions. The Latvian delegation accepted the need for an EU-level strategy, which should 
improve synergies & coordination. 
 

C]ech MiQiVWeU MiURVlaY TRPaQ Vaid iW ZaV ³QRW adPiVVible fRU Whe EU PaUkeW WR  allow access 
WR agUicXlWXUal SURdXcWV liQked WR defRUeVWaWiRQ,´ Zhile LX[ePbRXUg¶V RRPaiQ SchQeideU Vaid 
WhaW Whe fRUeVW fiUeV iQ Whe APa]RQ had VhRZQ ³hRZ XUgeQW WhiV iV.´ Schneider said there was a 
need to focus on the major challenges, climate change & biodiversity, rather than having a 
strategy that attempted to be too broad. French Minister Didier Guillaume said the fight 
against deforestation needed to be led at a European level, while products had to be traceable. 
He stressed that forests affect all EU citizens. A number of the difficulties facing the sector 
were cross-bRUdeU iQ QaWXUe, giYiQg Whe baUk beeWle & UeSeaWed dURXghWV aV e[aPSleV. ³We 
ZaQW a VWUeQgWheQed fRUeVWU\ VWUaWeg\ « Ze ZaQW a haUPRQiVed SRlic\ fRU Whe fRUeVWU\ 
VWUaWeg\,´ he added.  
 
PRUWXgal¶V MiQiVWeU LXtV CaSRXlaV SaQWRV VWUeVVed Whe Qeed fRU Whe EU¶V acWiRQV WR fRllRZ Whe 
demands of international agreements. He emphasised the need to encourage re-afforestation, 
but felt that a strategy could work using the existing legal measures & wanted subsidiarity to 
be observed. PRlaQd deVcUibed defRUeVWaWiRQ aV ³RQe Rf Whe biggeVW SURblePV Ze¶Ue faciQg iQ 
the world today,´ ZheUeb\ SRlic\ VhRXld be ³cRQViVWeQW & cRheUeQW.´ TheUe ZaV alVR a ³Qeed 
WR WZeak RXU deYelRSPeQW SRlic\,´ aV Zell aV for more research. Cypriot Costas Kadis said that 
there was a need for more cooperation to strengthen the legislative framework on forest 
management. He ZaV SleaVed ZiWh ³effRUWV WR haYe a deeSeQed, VXVWaiQable fRUeVW VWUaWeg\.´ IW 
was important to have more cooperation & coordinate with other policy areas.  
 
The Lithuanian delegation agreed with the need for a strategy, calling for closer cooperation 
& exchanging good practice, as well as the importance of educating young people about the 
role of forests. Vice-MiQiVWeU EYaldaV GXVWaV ZaQWed acWiRQ ³aV VRRQ aV SRVVible,´ ZiWh ZRUk 
done to achieve public awareness. The UK delegation echoed this sentiment, with Deputy 
PeUPaQeQW ReSUeVeQWaWiYe KaWUiQa WilliaPV calliQg RQ heU cRXQWeUSaUWV WR ³UaSidl\ UeYeUVe Whe 
cXUUeQW alaUPiQg WUeQdV´ iQ defRUeVWaWiRQ & ³fRU VZifW acWiRQ.´  BelgiXP¶V DeQiV DXcaUPe 
wanted work on forests to be on a broad scope, while there was a need to come up with a way 
of working which had a balanced approach (Commission vs. Council positions).  Ducarme 
ePShaViVed Whe Qeed fRU aQ ³iQQRYaWiYe & cRRUdiQaWed aSSURach,´ Zhich VhRXld be ³liQked iQ 
WR RWheU UeleYaQW EU VWUaWegieV.´ BXlgaUiaQ DeViVlaYa TaQeYa called Whe iVVXe ³PRVW XUgeQW.´ 
She wanted more to be done about products which resulted in deforestation, with the system 
of certification. TaQeYa ZaV SXVhiQg a ³VWURQgeU & PRUe iQdeSeQdeQW fRUeVW VWUaWeg\,´ 
emphasising the need for research & development & stressing the protection of biodiversity. 
Combating deforestation should be included in trade agUeePeQWV, Vhe added. SlRYakia¶V 
GabUiel CVicVai ZaV SleaVed WR Va\ WhaW Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V CRPPXQicaWiRQ VXSSRUWed a 
SaUWQeUVhiS aSSURach, iQclXdiQg Whe SUiYaWe VecWRU & ciYil VRcieW\. ³The EU Zill haYe WR adRSW 
PRUe aPbiWiRXV PeaVXUeV,´ he Vaid. SZedeQ¶V JeQQie NilVVRQ called fRU aQ iPSacW aVVeVVPeQW. 
The bXUeaXcUaWic bXUdeQ Rf aQ\ chaQgeV PXVW be liPiWed, Zhile beWWeU UegXlaWiRQ & MePbeU 
SWaWeV¶ cRPSeWeQcieV PXVW be UeVSecWed, NilVVRQ added. EVWRQia¶V MaUW JlUYik UeacWed 
positively but was also concerned about increasing costs while the representative from Latvia 
raised the regulatory burden.  
 
GUeek MiQiVWeU MakiV VRUidiV ZelcRPed Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V SUiRUiWieV, bXW Vaid WheUe ZaV alVR 
a Qeed WR ZRUk iQWeUQaWiRQall\. CURaWia¶V SecUeWaU\ Rf SWaWe TXgRPiU Majdak supported the 
initiative tabled before the summer holidays & called for legislation to ensure the financial 
sector acts diligently on the issue. Deforestation free production & supply chains should be 
made easier to identify. The Dutch hoped that the new Commission would be able to take the 
SURSRValV RQ bRaUd. The\ ZaQWed WR Vee ³cleaU WiPe-liQed WaUgeWV.´ AXVWUiaQ MiQiVWeU MaUia 
PaWek Vaid Whe EU¶V aiP PXVW be WR ³UedXce RXU RZQ QefaUiRXV fRRWSUiQW.´ She alVR VXggeVWed 
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taking advantage of the expertise of the FAO in combating deforestation. Patek wanted the 
SRlic\ WR be ³cRheUeQW & cRQViVWeQW,´ & ³aQchRUed iQ Whe gUeeQ deal.´ EVWRQia¶V EQYiURQPeQW 
Minister Rene Kokk wanted action to raise awareness on forest issues. He would also like to 
have the principle of subsidiarity maintained. Ireland's Michael Creed said that forestry was 
becoming more and more of a key issue, with economic, environmental & socio-cultural 
iPSacWV. The QeZ VWUaWeg\ VhRXld ³UecRgQiVe Whe Qeed WR iQcUeaVe fRUeVW cRYeU,´ Whe MacURR m 
man said.  
 
EU Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan stressed the importance of forests & the issues facing the 
VecWRU. ³PURWecWiQg fRUeVWV effecWiYel\, & Pa[iPi]iQg WheiU SRWeQWial WR VXSSRUW RXU SRlic\ 
priorities, demands a coherent policy framework that seeks Whe UighW balaQce Rf acWiRQV,´ he 
Vaid. The EU FaUP chief e[SlaiQed WhaW Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V RZQ UeYieZ Rf Whe 2013 -2020 Forest 
SWUaWeg\ had cRQclXded WhaW iW ZaV ³a Yalid SRlic\ WRRl WhaW allRZV Whe EU & MePbeU SWaWeV WR 
address the many challenges & roles of fRUeVWV.´ The QeZ CRPPiVViRQ¶V SUiRUiWieV & Whe 
EXURSeaQ GUeeQ Deal RffeUed ³a WiPel\ & PRVW UeleYaQW RSSRUWXQiW\ WR UeflecW hRZ a QeZ 
strategic approach to forests & the forest-baVed VecWRU caQ effecWiYel\ Pa[iPi]e fRUeVWV¶ 
cRQWUibXWiRQ.´ The CRPPiVViRQ¶V YiViRQ ZaV a QeZ EU FRUeVW SWUaWeg\ Zhich cRXld ³VecXUe 
cRQViVWeQc\ Rf EU SRlicieV´ aV Zell aV beiQg ³a WRRl WR ZRUk jRiQWl\ iQ Pa[iPi]iQg Whe 
contribution of forests to the delivery of all the services they can provide to address the 
sustainability challeQgeV Rf Whe fXWXUe.´ Vella assured Ministers that his successor would be 
looking forward to working with the Farm Council on the issue. 
 

Sector groups seek international approach to deforestation:  The bodies 
representing the European grain & oilseed trade, cUXVheUV & feed SURceVVRUV ZURWe WR FiQQiVh 
FaUP MiQiVWeU JaUi LeSSl (OcWober 11) calling for international cooperation to tackle 
defRUeVWaWiRQ. The gUaiQ WUade bRd\ COCERAL, Whe RilVeed cUXVheUV¶ gURXS FEDIOL & Whe 
feed industry association FEFAC sent the 1½ page letter ahead of the Farm Council in 
LX[ePbRXUg, Zhich diVcXVVed Whe µCommunication on stepping up EU action to protect & 
restore the world’s forests’. The three organisations told the current Council chair that a 
³SeUPaQeQW & effecWiYe PXlWilaWeUal iQVWiWXWiRQal dialRgXe ZiWh e[SRUWiQg cRXQWUieV´ ZRXld be 
³Whe PRVW effecWiYe Za\ WR addUeVV VXVWaiQable fRUeVW PaQagePeQW & aVViVW YalXe chaiQ 
SaUWQeUV iQ bXildiQg UeVSRQVible VXSSl\ chaiQV.´ The WUade, cUXVhiQg & feed VecWRUV had beeQ 
³e[WeQViYel\ engaged over the last years in initiatives aimed at removing products at risk of 
caXViQg defRUeVWaWiRQ fURP WheiU VXSSl\ chaiQV.´ The\ had eQgaged iQ SaUWQeUVhiSV ZiWh 
SURdXceU cRXQWUieV & VWUeVVed WhaW ³efficieQWl\ addUeVViQg defRUeVWaWiRQ VWaUWV ZiWh Whe 
iPSlePeQWaWiRQ Rf eQYiURQPeQWal legiVlaWiRQ iQ Whe cRXQWU\ Rf SURdXcWiRQ.´ CeUWificaWiRQ ³haV 
QRW SURYeQ WR be effecWiYe iQ all VecWRUV & cRPPRdiWieV,´ & Whe\ VXggeVW e[SlRUiQg ³Whe Qeed 
for financial incentives to avoid legal conversion of forests into agUicXlWXUal laQd.´ The\ 
e[SUeVV VWURQg agUeePeQW ZiWh Whe ³QRWiRQ WhaW lRQg-term solutions cannot be unilateral & 
cRRSeUaWiRQ ZiWh iQWeUQaWiRQal SaUWQeUV iV eVVeQWial.´ The leWWeU iV cR -signed by COCERAL 
President Philippe Mitko, FEDIOL President John Grossmann & FEFAC President Nick 
Major.  

 
Call for more effective solutions to forestry challenges: A coalition of Central 
& Eastern Member States voiced the need to strengthen policy to help the forestry sector face 
challenges such as climate change & pests & diseases at the October Farm Council in 
Luxembourg. The discussion was based on a 5-page joint declaration [*12883/19] fURP Whe 
ViVegUid FRXU (CZ, HU, PL & SK) & BG, HR, SI RQ µForests, Sustainable Forest 
Management & Adaptation to Climate Change.¶ IQWUoducing the paper, Czech Minister 
Miroslav Toman told Council that his country supported a more important role for forestry in 
Whe CAP. ³We haYe WR VSeed XS Whe SURceVV Rf VWaWe aid aSSURYalV,´ he Vaid. He ZRXld like WR 
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strengthen the role of the Standing Committee on Forestry & also wanted to see the forestry 
sector modernised, with greater investment into science & research.  
 
During a meeting in Prague on October 4, Whe V4 VWUeVVed Whe Qeed fRU ³cliPaWe VPaUW 
aSSURacheV´ WR be iQcRUSRUaWed iQWR VXVWaiQable forest management & called for effective 
legislative & financial instruments at national & EU level to find solutions for the challenges, 
like climate change, drought, natural disasters, pests & diseases, that the sector faces. They 
emphasise the need fRU a QeZ EU FRUeVW SWUaWeg\ & ZelcRPed Whe µCommission 
Communication on stepping up EU action to protect & restore the world’s forests ¶ 
[*11449/19]. The coalition - joined by colleagues from BG, HR & SI - is pushing for the 
development of new innovative approaches to adapt the forestry sector to climate change. 
They want to see better international exchange of information on the spread of pests & 
diVeaVeV, ZiWh beVW SUacWice beiQg VhaUed. TheUe¶V a call fRU iQQRYaWiYe fiQaQcial PeaVXUeV 
from the EU & the reduction of the administrative burden in Community forestry measures. 
The Ministers want to see the sector modernised, something they say is needed to fulfil the 
aims of the EU Bio-economy Strategy & the Circular Economy Action Plan. There's also a 
reference to the Regulation on Land use, land-use change, & forestry (LULUCF), with a call 
for the current damage to forest to be reflected in the National Action Plans it requires, taking 
into account the reduced capacity of forests to contribute to CO2 sinks in coming years. The 
group of Ministers would also like to see support of macro regional networks such as the 
BIOEAST Forestry Working Group.  
 
Slovenia reports on knowledge transfer ideas  [*12886/19]: SlRYeQia¶V AgUicXlWXUe 
Minister Aleksandra Pivec told her colleagues about a commitment from a wide range of 
European countries, including some outside the EU, to improve the availability of know-how 
in agriculture. During her intervention at the Council meeting in Luxembourg on October 14, 
she referred to a conference entitled ‘Strengthening the generation & transfer of knowledge 
for the progress of agriculture & rural areas’ RUgaQiVed b\ SlRYeQia¶V FaUP MiQiVWU\ iQ PWXj, 
in the north east of the country (August 23). Ptuj is home to the Bistra Scientific Research 
Centre, which was managed by Dr. Pivec (PhD in Chemical Engineering) for nearly 8 years 

before her Ministerial appointment in September 2018. The meeting, in the margins of the 57 th 
International Fair of Agriculture & Food AGRA, was attended by Ministers or officials from 
AT, BG, CZ, CY, FR, HU, LV, NL, PL & SI as well as Bosnia & Herzegovina, North 
Macedonia, Kosovo, Montenegro, Serbia & Turkey. There were also representatives of 
scientific & research institutions present. Delegates looked at examples of good practice from 
Slovenia in transferring knowledge & innovation & the Agricultural Knowledge & Innovation 
System (AKIS). The day produced a joint statement reaffirming their commitment to 
strengthen AKIS in Europe post-2021, noting the key role to be played by the reformed 2021-
2027 CAP. Delegates undertook to increase investment on research & development as well as 
demonstration & cooperation, particularly for small & medium holdings. There was also a 
commitment to establishing an environment conducive to the faster development of innovation 
& better evaluation of existing knowledge, stressing the importance of cooperation between 
European countries, as well as research institutions, advisory services & farmers.  
 
French leads declaration on wolf management [*12888/19]: The French, with 
support from DK, EE, IT & LV, are looking for greater flexibility in the Guidance document 
on the strict protection of species of Community interest under the Habitats Directive to 
³eQVXUe Whe beVW SRVVible PaQagePeQW Rf ZRlf SRSXlaWiRQV.´ IQ aQ AQ\ OWheU BXViQeVV (AOB) 
point raised by French Minister Didier Guillaume on October 14, he said that sustainable wolf 
SRSXlaWiRQ cRQWURl VhRXld be ³baVed RQ beVW lRcal SUacWiceV´ & allRZ fRU Whe ³eQWiUe fle[ibiliW\ 
provided by the DiUecWiYe.´ IQ a 1ò-page joint declaration circulated at the meeting, the five 
cRXQWUieV Va\ WhaW ZRlf SRSXlaWiRQV aUe e[SaQdiQg iQ EXURSe ³becaXVe Rf lRcal iPSURYePeQWV 
in habitat quality, increased populations of some prey species, public support & favourable 
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iQWeUQaWiRQal, EXURSeaQ & QaWiRQal legiVlaWiRQ.´ BaVed RQ UeVeaUch cRQdXcWed b\ Whe EP 
(2018), the population iV eVWiPaWed aW 17 000. The UaSid SRSXlaWiRQ gURZWh ³UaiVeV PXlWiSle 
questions of coexistence with natural & human activities, notably on pas toralism & other 
agUicXlWXUal acWiYiWieV, & UePaiQV a hXge challeQge fRU MePbeU SWaWeV.´ The cRaliWiRQ 
e[SUeVVed ³deeS cRQceUQ´ abRXW Whe dUafW UeYiVed GXidaQce dRcXPeQW, Wabled iQ OcWober 2018 
³Zhich VhRZV a VWUicWeU iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ Rf Whe HabiWaW DiUecWiYe.´ The chaQgeV ³WhUeaWeQ Whe 
SRVVibiliWieV fRU MePbeU SWaWeV WR adeTXaWel\ PaQage ZRlf SRSXlaWiRQV,´ Zhile calliQg fRU 
³addiWiRQal fle[ibiliW\ « VR WhaW Whe\ adaSW WheiU SUacWiceV WR lRcal UealiWieV & fXll\ addUeVV 
VRcial, cXlWXUal & ecRQRPic iVVXeV´ iQ any future proposal. In response, EU Farm 
CRPPiVViRQeU Phil HRgaQ XUged all VideV WR ³fiQd a balaQce,´ iQ Whe hRSeV Rf eQVXUiQg a 
³VXVWaiQable cR-e[iVWeQce.´ He UePiQded delegaWeV Rf PeaVXUeV XQdeU RXUal DeYelRSPeQW inc. 
technical assistance to defend against large carnivores. The services are currently analysing 
the recent ECJ court ruling [see below, In Brief section].  
 
Ministers want farmers to tap into bio-economy benefits: Agriculture Ministers 
are keen to see Europe make the most of the potential benefits of the bio-economy, but they 
insist that primary producers must get a fair share of the added value it can create. The 
OcWRbeU CRXQcil¶V discussion was on the basis of a 3-page paper outlining the results of a 
cRQfeUeQce eQWiWled µEuropean Bio-economy Scene 2019’ held in Helsinki (July 8-10) 
[*12539/19]. DXUiQg hiV addUeVV iQ Whe chaPbeU, FiQlaQd¶V JaUi LeSSl Vaid Whe ³biR -economy 
ZaV a ceQWUal SUiRUiW\ fRU hiV cRXQWU\,´ e[SlaiQiQg WhaW Whe PeeWiQg had aWWUacWed aURXQd 350 
delegates from all over EuroSe. TheUe ZaV ³hXge SRWeQWial,´ iQclXdiQg iQ agUicXlWXUe, fRU Whe 
bio-ecRQRP\ WR cUeaWe QeZ jRbV & Yiable gURZWh, bXW ³a lRW Rf VWXd\´ ZaV VWill UeTXiUed. TheUe 
was a need for clear political commitment & a strategic approach, while a lack of consumer 
awareness remained to be tackled. The Presidency was working on Council Conclusions on the 
updated bio-economy strategy - expected to be adopted at the November Council (18-19). 
FaUP CRPPiVViRQeU Phil HRgaQ backed Whe cRQfeUeQce¶V cRQclXViRQV RQ Whe iPSRUWaQce  of the 
bio-economy for decarbonising the economy & keeping rural areas alive, which had been 
adopted as one of the strategic objectives of the post-2020 CAP. The Kilkenny politician 
emphasised that the bio-economy was a key part of the European Green Deal proposed by 
President-elect Ursula von der Leyen. The Romanian delegation reminded Council that the 
first conference on the bio-economy was held under its Presidency. The bio-ecRQRP\ iV a ³ke\ 
part of the switch from a non-sustainable to a sustainable ecoQRPic PRdel,´ BXchaUeVW 
believes. The French were keen to make sure that the value added created by the bio -economy 
ZaV eYeQl\ diVWUibXWed & WhaW ³faUPeUV gaiQ fURP iW.´ AXVWUia VWUeVVed Whe Qeed fRU Whe 
exchange of information on best practice. The bio-ecRQRP\ ZRXld be ³aQ iPSRUWaQW facWRU iQ 
RYeUcRPiQg Whe challeQgeV Rf cliPaWe chaQge.´ GeUPaQ\ ZaV ³delighWed´ WhaW Whe PUeVideQc\ 
had emphasised the important role of agriculture in the bio-economy. It could also make 
SRVVible Whe ³WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ Rf iQdXVWUial SURdXcWiRQ,´ PakiQg Whe ecRQRP\ PRUe VXVWaiQable 
& creating jobs.  
 

SANTE NEWS:  

WILD BOAR CONTROL & BIOSECURITY IN FIGHT AGAINST ASF 
Agriculture Ministers stressed the importance of managing the wild boar population, 
improving biosecurity, maintaining regionalisation & fostering public awareness in the fight 
against African Swine Fever (ASF). In a debate held on the basis of a 2-page information note 
from the Commission [*12570/19] & a 3-page paper [*12881/19] presented by the Czech 
delegation on behalf Rf Whe ViVegUid GURXS (CZ, HU, PL & SK) SlXV BG, HR, RO & SI, WheUe 
was much praise for the speed & effectiveness of help from the Commission, despite some 
complaints about how compensation is calculated & calls for it to be paid more speedily. EU 
Health Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis outlined developments in the disease since July. 
³TheUe haYe beeQ ZRUU\iQg deYelRSPeQWV, fRU e[aPSle, iQ RRPaQia, HXQgaU\ & BXlgaUia ZiWh 
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SRVVible cRQVeTXeQceV fRU Whe BalkaQ cRXQWUieV,´ he WRld delegaWiRQV. ³OXU effRUWV  should 
further increase proportionately to the level of the thUeaW Ze aUe faciQg.´ The CRPPiVViRQ had 
set up regionalisation measures in affected Member States, dispatched veterinary teams at 
short notice & had many meetings on the problem. The outgoing Health chief reminded 
MiQiVWeUV WhaW caSiWalV had eQdRUVed Whe EU¶V cRPPRQ VWUaWegic aSSURach WR PaQagePeQW Rf 
the disease & now it was up to them to translate it into national strategies. By properly 
applying regionalisation the EU had ensured safe trade & limited the spread of the disease 
ViQce iW ZaV fiUVW fRXQd iQ Whe blRc iQ 2014. ³OXU jRb iVQ'W \eW dRQe & Whe haUd ZRUk PXVW 
cRQWiQXe,´ Whe LiWhXaQiaQ CRPPiVViRQeU Vaid. AV he haQdV RYeU Whe baWRQ WR hiV VXcceVVRU 
SWella K\UiakideV, he iQViVWV RQ Whe ³VWUuctural changes needed in some areas to cope with the 
diVeaVe´, bXW he ZaV ³cRQfideQW WhaW achieYiQg aQ ASF-free EU is a real possibility & our real 
RbjecWiYe iQ Whe \eaUV WR cRPe.´  
 
DXUiQg Whe debaWe WhaW eQVXed, BelgiXP¶V MiQiVWeU DeQiV DXcaUPe e[SlaiQed the situation in 
his country, where there had been cases in wild boar, but the domestic pig population had been 
keSW ASF fUee. He VWUeVVed WhaW aQ\ UedXcWiRQ iQ Whe leYel Rf EU aid ZRXld be ³YeU\ 
XQZelcRPe.´ DeSXW\ DiUecWRU-General Guido Landheer (NL) called for more research on how 
the disease spreads, while the Polish delegation would like to see the reduction of the wild 
boar population being dealt with at EU level. Slovakia was faced with a deteriorating situation 
having first detected the disease at the end of July. There had now been 11 cases in backyard 
heUdV & 17 iQ Zild bRaU. LX[ePbRXUg¶V RRPaiQ SchQeideU VWUeVVed Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf 
controlling wild boar & effective biosecurity, while Greek Minister Makis Voridis said his 
country was taking a number of measures to make sure the disease did not get in. Lithuanian 
Vice-Minister Evaldas Gustas stressed the need for vigilance, while the French said it was 
possible to control the disease inc. cRQWURlliQg Zild bRaU & biRVecXUiW\. BXlgaUia¶V DeViVlaYa 
Taneva praised the amount of expertise available from the Commission to tackle the disease. 
She wanted more controls, with 100% sampling, & more to be done to increase the scientific 
knowledge of the disease. Taneva also called for payments to be made to farmers more 
TXickl\. SlRYeQia¶V AlekVaQdUa PiYec ePShaViVed Whe Qeed fRU haUPRQiVed UXleV fRU 
controlling the disease. She highlighted the importance of raising public awareness, improv ing 
biosecurity & controlling Zild bRaU SRSXlaWiRQV. ³We ZRXld like WR Vee a new vaccine for ASF 
deYelRSed,´ Vhe Vaid. HXQgaUiaQ SecUeWaU\ Rf SWaWe ZVRlW FeldPaQ called fRU a UeYieZ Rf Whe 
calculation of payments, which currently only covered a fraction of the actual costs. Germany 
supported the joint declaration presented by the Czech Minister, also stressing the need to 
remain in dialogue with trading partners.  
 
V4 plus 4 on fighting ASF: A cRaliWiRQ Rf MePbeU SWaWeV - Whe ViVegUid GURXS (CZ, 
HU, PL & SK), plus BG, HR, RO & SI - has called on the Commission for an increase in EU 
co-financing to help them deal with the cost of tackling ASF. In a joint declaration on 
µCombatting ASF in the EU¶ [*12881/19], they say they would also like to see the method of 
calculation of co-financing changed. At present, it is based on figures for the income in each 
Member State & results, they say, in payments which only reflect a fraction of the actual cost. 
Czech Minister Miroslav Toman explained that the group of like-minded Ministers had come 
up with the declaration following a meeting in Prague (October 4). There is also a call in the 
declaration for more cooperation in research on the epidemiology of the disease, with a focus 
on the behaviour of wild boar.  
 
Andriukaitis looks back on 5-year legacy: EU Health Commissioner Vytenis 
Andriukaitis took the opportunity to present a state of play on the major food safety issues 
[*12861/19] at the Farm Council, looking back over his 5-year tenure. As part of his legacy, 
the outgoing Commissioner left in place a strong legal framework & harmonised off icial 
cRQWURlV ³helSiQg WR SURWecW Whe EU agaiQVW XQVafe fRRd & fRRd fUaXd aQd iPSURYe cRRSeUaWiRQ 
iQ WiPeV Rf cUiViV.´ MXlWiSle UXleV had beeQ cRPbiQed iQ Whe QeZ AQiPal HealWh LaZ. CRQcUeWe 
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steps had been taken to secure higher animal welfare for the future inc. the establishment of 
the new Animal Welfare Platform and the creation of two EU reference centres (pig welfare 
and poultry & other small farmed animals). He reminded Ministers that the EU had adopted 
Whe µEuropean One Health Action Plan against Antimicrobial Resistance¶ iQ 2017 & SRiQWed 
out that not all the Member States had developed comprehensive national action plans on the 
iVVXe. He Uecalled a QeZ haUPRQiVed PeWhRdRlRg\ fRU fRRd ZaVWe PeaVXUePeQW Zhich ³Zill 
help Member States design effective fRRd ZaVWe SUeYeQWiRQ VWUaWegieV,´ Zhile Whe EU Platform 
RQ FRRd LRVVeV & FRRd WaVWe ³haV alVR SURYed a YalXable WRRl.´ BeWWeU cRPPXQicaWiRQ & 
more accountability have been important topics in this mandate, he outlined, pointing to the 
adoption of the GeneUal FRRd LaZ eaUlieU WhiV \eaU, Zhich iQWURdXced ³WaUgeWed chaQgeV WR 
iPSURYe WUaQVSaUeQc\ iQ Whe UiVk aVVeVVPeQW SURceVV.´ ³All WheVe acWiRQV iQ Whe aUea Rf SlaQW & 
animal health, on animal welfare, on food waste, on transparency are the essence of a new 
aSSURach WR VXVWaiQabiliW\,´ he Vaid. The\ haYe SaYed Whe Za\ ³WR Whe EXURSeaQ GUeeQ Deal 
WhaW Whe fXWXUe CRPPiVViRQ Zill laXQch.´ ³IQ a d\QaPic SRlic\ aUea like WhiV (Zhich celebUaWed 
its 30th anniversary on October 10), Ze Zill QeYeU be able WR Va\ µjRb  dRQe,¶ he VWaWed, ³bXW 
ZhaW Ze caQ Va\ iV ³Ze Pade iW beWWeU´, e[SUeVViQg hiV SUide ³WR haYe Sla\ed a SaUW iQ WhiV.´  
Just before the Council meeting wrapped up, the French called for more action on food fraud, 
proposing the setting up of a taskforce to combat it. They also raised the issue of origin 
labelling, including for ingredients, something which Paris had experimented with in milk & 
meat & which now, in the French view, should be put into harmonised EU legislation. Italy 
agreed with France on the labelling issue, while Danish Minister Mogens Jensen wanted to see 
a QeZ aQiPal ZelfaUe laZ, ZiWh Whe XVe Rf aQWibiRWicV UedXced & SeRSle SURWecWed ³fURP 
XQZaQWed chePicalV.´ 
 
Call for faster food safety communication, labelling:  Following recent outbreaks 
of Listeria in Member States, Belgian Minister Denis Ducarme told his Ministerial colleagues 
on October 14 that communication needed to be speeded up. France told the same meeting that 
country of origin labelling for ingredients was needed to boost food safety. Presenting a 
single-page paper [*13003/19], the Belgian politician explained that there had been several 
caVeV iQ Whe EU & WhUee SeRSle had died iQ Whe NeWheUlaQdV. He Vaid WhaW Whe SURbleP ³VhRXld 
encourage us to reflect on the best way to manage possible trans-bRUdeU cRQVeTXeQceV.´ He 
thanked the Netherlands for its cooperation. Acknowledging that the Rapid Alert System for 
Food & Feed (RASFF) works well, he still felt that the bloc should seek ways to speed up 
information sharing between Member States. 
*For further information on the agenda points listed above enter the number provided under 
µPXblic RegiVWer¶ at the website goo.gl/ybwNtq; 
 

FUTURE CAP NEWS 
 

 ³B86INE66 A6 868AL´ F25 C855EN7 C2LLEGE 8N7IL NE: 
TEAM TAKES OFFICE IN DECEMBER 
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker invited the current College to continue to 
SaUWiciSaWe iQ Whe Zeekl\ PeeWiQgV & eQVXUe Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V e[WeUQal & iQWeU -institutional 
representation inc. iQ WUilRgXeV, XQWil Whe QeZ µWeaP¶  takes office (no earlier than December 1). 
In a 2-page correspondence dated October 25, the outgoing Commission chief refers to the 
³dela\ iQ Whe SURceVV leadiQg WR Whe aSSRiQWPeQW Rf Whe QeZ CRPPiVViRQ aV fURP 1 NRYePbeU 
2019.´ AV iQ ³SUeYiRXV RccaViRQV, the powers of the Commission in this situation are limited 
WR dealiQg ZiWh µcXUUeQW bXViQeVV¶ (µaffaiUeV cRXUaQWeV¶) baVed RQ Whe Qeed WR eQVXUe cRQWiQXiW\ 
aV a caUeWakeU CRPPiVViRQ.´ DXUiQg WhiV SeUiRd, ³Ze Zill cRQWiQXe Whe da\ -to-day 
administration of public affairs in accordance with the rules of the Union & the management 
of ongoing files or procedures, without pre-empting the political choices of the incoming 

../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%2520Internet%2520Files/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%2520Internet%2520Files/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/goo.gl/ybwNtq
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CRPPiVViRQ,´ Whe LX[ePbRXUg SRliWiciaQ RXWliQeV. The cXUUeQW CRPPiVViRQ ³Pa\ QeYeUWheleVV 
& subject to a margin of discretion, take decisions involving political choices if they are 
UeTXiUed b\ XUgeQc\,´ he QRWeV, ZheUe ³PaQdaWRU\ deadliQeV aSSl\, &/RU b\ Whe Qeed WR 
comply with its role as guardian of the Treaties or the need to safeguard the in terest of the 
UQiRQ.´ JXQckeU alVR XQdeUliQeV WhaW Whe cXUUeQW CRllege VhRXld be able WR ³acceSW RU UejecW 
amendments proposed by the European Parliament or Council on ongoing legislative 
SURcedXUeV.´ 
 

New French & Hungarian nominations for Commission: French President 
Emmanuel Macron nominated Thierry Breton, CEO of technology & consulting firm Atos, to 
be the Commissioner for the Internal Market, it emerged on October 24. The 64-year-old 
SRliWiciaQ ZaV Whe cRXQWU\¶V FiQaQce MiQiVWeU XQdeU PUeVideQW JacTXes Chirac, from February 
25, 2005 until May 18, 2007 as a member of the then UMP Party (Union pour un Mouvement 
Populaire), later renamed Les Républicains (part of the EPP group). Born in Paris, Breton 
became Chairman & CEO of Atos in 2009 and is also Honorary Chairman of both Thomson & 
France Télécom, among a wide range of business roles, inc. leading France Télécom (2002-
2005). BUeWRQ haV a MaVWeU¶V degUee iQ ElecWUical EQgiQeeUiQg & CRPSXWeU ScieQce fURP Whe 
Paris École Supérieure d'Électricité (Supélec) & has followed an academic career, which 
involved being a professor at Harvard Business School (2007-2008) & Chairman of the 
University of Technology at Troyes (1997-2005). The new Commissioner-designate is 
³deYRWiQg hiPVelf QRZ WR Whe SUeSaUaWiRQ Rf heaUings before the relevant Committees of the 
EXURSeaQ PaUliaPeQW,´ accRUdiQg WR a VWaWePeQW VeQ t to Agence France-Presse & quoted by Le 
MRQde. He ZaV ³hRQRXUed b\ Whe WUXVW Slaced iQ Pe b\ Whe PUeVideQW Rf Whe ReSXblic 
Emmanuel Macron & the President-elect of the European Commission, Mrs. Ursula von der 
Le\eQ,´ & ePShaViVed WhaW he ZaV ³aZaUe Rf Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf Whe iVVXeV aVVRciaWed ZiWh WhiV 
SRUWfRliR fRU Whe fXWXUe Rf RXU cRQWiQeQW.´ The QRPiQaWiRQ fRllRZV Whe UejecWiRQ b\ Whe EP Rf 
the original candidate, Deputy Governor of the Bank of France Sylvie Goulard amid 
investigations by the French authorities & the European Anti-fraud Office (OLAF).   
 
Earlier in the month, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said that he would nominate 
Ambassador Olivér Várhelyi, HXQgaU\¶V PeUPaQeQW ReSUeVeQWaWiYe iQ BUXVVelV, aV Whe 
cRXQWU\¶V caQdidaWe fRU EXURSeaQ CRPPiVViRQeU. DU. ViUhel\ haV beeQ leadiQg Whe Rffice ViQce 
October 1, 2015. At the end of September, Whe EP¶V Legal AffaiUV CRPPiWWee UejecWed 
HXQgaU\¶V iQiWial CRmmissioner-designate László Trócsányi on the grounds that there were 
conflicts of interest between the post & the activities of legal firm Nagy és Trócsányi. 
FRllRZiQg Whe cRllaSVe Rf Whe RRPaQiaQ gRYeUQPeQW Rf PUiPe MiQiVWeU ViRUica DăQcilă RQ 
October 10 [see In Brief section] & Whe EP¶V earlier rejection of Social Democrat Rovana 
Plumb, Bucharest had not yet nominated its candidate at the time of going to press. MEP & 
vice-chair of the EPP group Siegfried MXUe܈aQ was previously floated as a possible contender 
to take over the Transport portfolio. 
 

EU BUDGET CHIEF OETTINGER RAILS AGAINST 

MISINFORMATION ON FUTURE MFF 
EU Budget Commissioner Günther Oettinger used a press conference in Brussels on October 
30 to attack the circulation of misleading figures on the next long-term budget, notably 
cRQceUQiQg GeUPaQ\. IQ Whe laVW feZ da\V ³VRPe Pedia haYe beeQ SXbliVhiQg VRPe UaWheU 
PiVleadiQg figXUeV,´ he cRPSlaiQed. ³The\ Va\ WheUe iV gRiQg WR be a dRXbliQg Rf Whe GeUPaQ 
cRQWUibXWiRQ WR BUXVVelV « Whe\ aUe Va\iQg WhaW WhiV iV gRiQg WR be a hXge blRZ.´ The RXWgRiQg 
BXdgeW chief iQViVWed WhaW ³Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf µQeW Sa\eU¶ VhRXld QRW be dealW ZiWh iQ UaWheU 
iUUeVSRQVible laQgXage.´ IQ Whe 1970V, ZiWh 70% Rf Whe bXdgeW gRiQg iQWR Whe CAP, iW ZaV eaV\ 
to tell what was beiQg Said back WR a cRXQWU\¶V faUPeUV. NRZ Whe EU had SURgUaPPeV Zhich 
ZeUe iQ Whe iQWeUeVWV Rf PaQ\ MePbeU SWaWeV, ³fRU e[aPSle UefXgeeV iQ TXUke\, WR WU\ WR bXild 
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WheiU hXPaQ digQiW\ « if Ze bXild hRVSiWalV, if Ze Pake VXUe Whe childUeQ Rf WheVe UefXgeeV 
can get a basic education & try to provide good sanitary conditions, we are not then gaining 
aQ\WhiQg,´ he iQViVWed, e[ceSW WhaW WhRVe UefXgeeV ³dRQ¶W cRPe iQWR EXURSe.´ The EU¶V 
satellites were enormously useful for providing data, but there was no flow of  money back to 
any Member State.  
 
FURQWe[ ZaV a fXUWheU e[aPSle. ³ThiV iV QRW gRiQg WR be YiVible iQ Whe Piddle Rf GeUPaQ\ RU 
eYeQ RQ Whe bRUdeU beWZeeQ GeUPaQ\ & RQe Rf iWV QeighbRXUiQg cRXQWUieV,´ Whe 66 -year-old 
GeUPaQ CRPPiVViRQeU e[SlaiQed. ³HRZeYeU this will help us to ensure that we have some 
RUdeU,´ OeWWiQgeU cRQWiQXed. ³We dR QRW haYe Whe WhUeaW Rf diVRUdeUed PigUaWiRQ.´ If Whe EU 
wants to try to minimise the number of refugees coming from Africa by investing in countries 
WheUe, ³Mali, Eg\SW & RWheU cRXQWUieV Zill QRW be cRQWUibXWiQg WR Whe EU¶V cRffeUV,´ he Vaid. 
The CDU politician explained that the planned Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) was 
built on three pillars - ³Whe CRPPRQ AgUicXlWXUal PRlic\, CRheViRQ PRlic\ & a WhiUd SillaU, 
which I would say is modernisation defence, research defence, focusing on areas such as 
PigUaWiRQ.´ The EU QRZ had eVWabliVhed SURgUaPPeV, Zhich ZeUe QRW QeceVVaUil\ gRiQg WR 
Sa\ PRQe\ back WR MePbeU SWaWeV. ³TheUe iV QR lRQgeU aQ\ UeleYaQce Rf WhiV ZhRle aUgXPeQ t, 
I aP a QeW Sa\eU, I aP a QeW cRQWUibXWRU,´ Whe SWXWWgaUW QaWiYe ePShaViVed. HiV SURSRVal iV WhaW 
each national capital pays 1.114% of Gross National Income (GNI) into the EU budget, which 
³fXll\ cRUUeVSRQdV WR Whe dePaQdV Rf VRPe MePbeU SWaWeV, Zhich Zish to ensure that we have 
a VPalleU bXdgeW fRU a VPalleU EXURSeaQ UQiRQ.´ OQ GeUPaQ\, he VWUeVVed WhaW VRPe MePbeU 
SWaWeV Sa\ PRUe WhaQ iW dReV RQ a SeU caSiWa baViV. ³SiQce WheUe aUe PRUe GeUPaQV WhaQ 
Luxembourgers then looking at the whole context German\ Sa\V PRUe iQ,´ he e[SlaiQed. He 
called on journalists to go back and check their figures with Berlin, putting the net 
cRQWUibXWiRQ fRU 2018 iQ GeUPaQ\ aW ¼13.5 billiRQ, UiViQg iQ 2020 WR ¼14.4bQ. ³AW Whe eQd Rf 
Whe Qe[W MFF Whe figXUe Zill be ¼23.5bQ,´ he Vaid. ³I haYe Uead figXUeV WhaW aUe ¼30bQ RU eYeQ 
¼33bQ.´ SXch QXPbeUV ZeUe ³lieV.´ 
 

E8 HEAD6 2F 67A7E & G29. :AN7 MFF µNEG27IA7ING B2;¶ 
WITH FIGURES BY DECEMBER 
EU leaders requested that the Finnish Presidency submits a negotiating box with Multi-annual 
Financial Framework (MFF) figures ahead of the next Summit on December 12-13. The 
negotiating box should focus on the overall level of funding, volumes of the main policy areas 
& financing (revenue). In a 3-page (limited) document circulated ahead of the October 18 EU 
Council meeting in BrXVVelV, PUeVideQc\ RfficialV cRQVideU Whe ³aSSURSUiaWe RYeUall leYel UaQge 
would be 1.03%-1.08% (EU-27 GNI)´ UeVXlWiQg iQ ¼1.050-1.10 trillion range for the next 
programming period (2019-2024), cRPSaUed WR Whe ¼1.135 WUilliRQ SURSRVed b\ Whe 
Commission (total commitments, excluding special instruments.) Member States have 
ePbUaced Whe ³PRdeUQiVed aSSURach´ Wabled b\ Whe EU¶V e[ec, ³geaUed WRZaUdV Whe SRliWical 
SUiRUiWieV & QeZ challeQgeV,´ aXWhRUV QRWe, Zhile Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf cRQWiQXed VXSSRUW fRU 
Cohesion & CAP ³haYe beeQ highlighWed b\ PaQ\.´ The PUeVideQc\ VXggeVWV keeSiQg Whe 
diYiViRQ beWZeeQ Whe PaiQ SRlic\ aUeaV (aSSUR[. 1/3 WR CRheViRQ, 1/3 WR CAP & 1/3 WR ³RWheU 
SURgUaPPeV´), balaQciQg Whe YRlXPeV Rf CRheViRQ & CAP aQd iQcUeaViQg fXQdiQg fRU ³RWheU 
SURgUaPPeV´ cRPSaUed WR Whe cXUUeQW MFF, bXW leVV WhaQ SURSRVed b\ Whe CRPPiVViRQ. The 
aSSURach ³ZRXld UeVXlW iQ a UeallRcaWiRQ Rf fXQdiQg fURP PillaU I WR PillaU II´, ZiWh Whe 
adjXVWPeQW leadiQg WR a ³QRPiQal fUee]e iQ PillaU I cRPSaUed WR Whe cXUUeQW MFF.´ SRPe 
additional reallocations from other headings would be made to Pillar II, which would result in 
a level slightly under a nominal freeze in the 2nd Pillar.  
 
Based on the PUeVideQc\¶V cRQVXlWaWiRQV, Whe gUadXal aligQPeQW Rf diUecW VXSSRUW leYelV 
betweeQ MePbeU SWaWeV ³ZRXld Qeed WR cRQWiQXe,´ Zhile a deWailed VRlXWiRQ ³QeedV WR be 
deYelRSed.´ E[SeQdiWXUe QeedV WR be ³iQ liQe ZiWh EU SRlicieV & YalXeV,´ ZheUe bRWh 
conditionalities & positive incentives are needed on the Rule of Law mechanism as well as  
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climate & migration policies. Elsewhere, in a set of conclusions adopted on October 18, heads 
Rf VWaWe & gRYeUQPeQW ³UePaiQ deWeUPiQed WR eQVXUe WhaW Whe EU Zill cRQWiQXe WR lead Whe Za\ 
WR a VRciall\ faiU & jXVW gUeeQ WUaQViWiRQ.´ The EXURSeaQ CRXQcil Zi ll finalise its guidance on 
Whe EU¶V lRQg-term strategy on climate change at the end-of-year meeting, while EU 
eQlaUgePeQW & TXUke\¶V PiliWaU\ acWiRQ iQ QRUWh-east Syria were also on the October agenda. 
 
³TLPH WR GHFLGH´ RQ EU BXGJHW (2021-2027): The Commission called on EU leaders 
to provide political guidance & new impetus to negotiations in order to reach an agreement on 
a ³faiU, balaQced & PRdeUQ lRQg-term EU budget for the period 2021-2027´ b\ Whe \eaU¶V eQd. 
In a 6-page Communication entitled ‘Time to decide on the Union’s Financial Framework for 
2021-2027’ published on October 9, Whe EU¶V e[ecXWiYe SUeVeQWed a QXPbeU Rf ke\ elePeQWV 
that heads of state & government must take on board at the October 17-18 Summit. [see 

above]. These include - the overall leYel Rf fXQdiQg PXVW PaWch Whe UQiRQ¶V VhaUed SUiRUiWieV, 
a modern budget with the right balance between policies & a strong focus on EU added value, 
a more transparent approach to financing the EU Budget, introduction of new sources of 
revenue to support priorities & reduce the burden on national contributions & greater policy 
coherence, through a closer link between funding & policy priorities and stronger tools for 
protecting the Budget from rule of law deficiencies. Commission President Jean-Claude 
JXQckeU XUged MEPV & MePbeU SWaWeV WR ³Ueach a VZifW agUeePeQW´ VR QeZ SURgUaPPeV caQ 
be launched on January 1, 2021, Va\iQg Whe CRPPXQiW\¶V lRQg-WeUP bXdgeW ZaV abRXW ³acWiQg 
ZheUe Whe EU addV Whe PRVW YalXe « iW iV iQYeVWPeQW iQ EXURSe-wide, world leading research, 
it is funding for cross-border infrastructure, support for small businesses & a safety net for our 
faUPeUV.´ The SURSRVal (eTXal WR 1.114% Rf EU-27 GURVV NaWiRQal IQcRPe) iV a ³fRUZaUd 
looking, responsible & pragmatic plan on how to do more with leVV,´ Whe RXWgRiQg 
Commission chief added. *See https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commission-contribution-

october-euco-mff-post-2020_en 
 

TRADE CHIEF ³REGRETS´ WASHINGTON DECISION ON DUTIES 
The EU¶V TUade Chief Cecilia MalPVWU|P UegUeWV WaVhiQgWRQ¶V deciViRQ WR PRYe ahead ZiWh 
punitive duties on imports from the EU inc. agri-food products from October 18, following the 
deciViRQ b\ Whe WTO¶V aUbiWUaWiRQ SaQel  in the 15-year Airbus/Boeing legal dispute on 
October 2 [see below, Beyond the EU]. The panel authorised the US administration to 
introduce annual retaliatory tariffs - 10% rate on large civil aircraft & 25% on agricultural & 
other products - up to a value of almost $7.5 billion on a range of European imports inc. 
cashmere sweaters, luxury goods, aircraft parts wine, olives, dairy products & whisky (with 
distilleries reportedly air freighting bottles of the beverage across the Atlantic before the tariffs 

take effect). In a statement issued on October 18, the Trade chief said the announcement 
³leaYeV XV QR alWeUQaWiYe bXW WR fRllRZ WhURXgh iQ dXe cRXUVe ZiWh RXU RZQ WaUiffV iQ Whe 
BReiQg caVe, ZheUe Whe US haV beeQ fRXQd iQ bUeach Rf WTO UXleV,´ RQ SURdXcWV such as 
frozen fish, fresh & dried nuts (such as brazil nuts, cashew, almonds, hazelnuts, walnuts), 
chocolate, tomato ketchup, sparkling & white wines, rum & vodka and industrial goods such 
aV WUacWRUV & heaY\ PachiQeU\. ³IPSRViQg WaUiffV RQ each RWheU VeUYeV QRbRd\¶V lRQg-term 
iQWeUeVW,´ aV iW ³Zill iQflicW YeU\ VigQificaQW daPage WR Whe highl\ iQWegUaWed VXSSl\ chaiQ Rf Whe 
aircraft sectors in the US & the EU and will result in collateral damage to many other sectors 
already suffering under the current trade WeQViRQV.´ AV bRWh VideV haYe beeQ fRXQd iQ bUeach Rf 
WTO UXleV, Whe EU & US ³haYe a jRiQW UeVSRQVibiliW\ WR ViW dRZQ [aV Whe ZRUld¶V laUgeVW 
aiUcUafW PaQXfacWXUeUV] & QegRWiaWe a VeWWlePeQW WhaW iV balaQced & cRPSliaQW ZiWh Whe WTO.´ 
The Swedish liberal SRliWiciaQ Uecalled Whe cRQcUeWe SURSRValV RQ ³cleaUl\ ideQWified e[iVWiQg 
aiUcUafW VXbVidieV & RQ fXWXUe VXSSRUW WR RXU UeVSecWiYe aiUcUafW VecWRUV,´ Zhich, MalPVWU|P 
Va\V, UePaiQ RQ Whe Wable. The EU¶V e[ecXWiYe Zill ³PRQiWRU Whe iPSacW Rf Whe aQQRXQced US 
cRXQWeUPeaVXUeV RQ Whe EXURSeaQ SURdXcWV cRQceUQed, QRWabl\ iQ Whe agUicXlWXUal VecWRU,´ Vhe 
Vaid, Zhile iW ZaV cRPPiWWed WR ³defeQdiQg EXURSeaQ cRPSaQieV, faUPeUV & cRQVXPeUV.´  
 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commission-contribution-october-euco-mff-post-2020_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commission-contribution-october-euco-mff-post-2020_en
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PL, DE & FR FARM MINISTERS CALL FOR STRONG CAP 
Agriculture Ministers from Poland, Germany & France have agreed that the CAP must remain 
a key EU policy & be properly funded to fulfil its role in tackling climate change. Gathering 
in Warsaw (October 7), Ministers in the so-called µWeiPaU TUiaQgle¶ - a loose grouping of the 
three countries - VWUeVVed WhaW Whe CAP ³iV & Vhall UePaiQ aQ iPSRUWaQW EU SRlic\.´ IQ a 3 -
page joint declaration signed by Ministers Jan Krzysztof Ardanowski (PL), Didier Guillaume 
(FR) & JXlia Kl|ckQeU (DE), Whe\ deVcUibed Whe fUaPeZRUk aV ³aQ iPSRUWaQW iQstrument for 
implementing the goals of a Europe undergoing unification, guaranteeing food sovereignty & 
cRQWUibXWiQg WR Whe ecRQRPic YiabiliW\ Rf faUPV & UXUal aUeaV.´ IW PXVW UePaiQ a PaUkeW -
oriented policy & meet the expectations of European society, they agreed. The three 
politicians also note that European agriculture is increasingly open to international markets 
becaXVe Rf WUade libeUaliVaWiRQ & iQViVW WhaW ³iW iV QeceVVaU\ WhaW iPSRUWV UeVSecW Whe leYel Rf 
VWaQdaUdV UeTXiUed b\ EXURSeaQ cRQVXPeUV.´ TheUe¶V SUaiVe fRU Whe URle Rf Whe CAP iQ 
maintaining the attractiveness of rural areas, generating economic development & the 
modernisation of the agri-food sector. It also plays a key role in fostering innovation, 
supporting less favoured areas & encouraging young farmers into the industry. The trio also 
agUeed WhaW Whe CAP cRQWUibXWeV WR WackliQg cliPaWe chaQge, b\ ³accRPSaQ\iQg Whe WUaQViWiRQ 
towards more sustainable production systems in a harmonized framework at the European 
leYel.´ The\ Va\ WhaW iQcUeaViQg aPbiWiRQV RQ eQYiURQPeQW, cliPaWe & aQiPal ZelfaUe, ³VhRXld 
gR haQd iQ haQd ZiWh SURYidiQg aSSURSUiaWe fXQdV fRU WheiU iPSlePeQWaWiRQ.´ TheUe¶V a call WR 
develop cooperation on research & innovation & a commitment to encourage cooperation on 
science & research under Horizon 2020 & the next Horizon Europe programme. Ardanowski & 
his two counterparts stress the importance of small-holders & insist the CAP should provide 
effecWiYe iQVWUXPeQWV WR SURWecW & deYelRS WheP. The WhUee adYRcaWe ³PXlWi -functional 
deYelRSPeQW Rf VPall faUPV RU faPil\ faUPV aV a ke\ elePeQW Rf UXUal YiWaliW\.´ The laVW WiPe 
Whe WeiPaU TUiaQgle¶V µagUi cRPSRQeQW¶ PeW ZaV iQ Le MaQV - around two hours from Paris - 
in October 2016, where they called for financial support to combat the spread of African 
Swine Fever. 

 

EU EXEC ALLOCATES ¼200P TO PROMOTE AGRI-FOOD 

PRODUCTS AT HOME & ABROAD  
The EU budget dedicated to promoting EU agri-fRRd SURdXcWV aW hRPe & abURad Zill be ¼200 
million for 2020, comprising 81 campaigns* (56 for simple programmes & 25 for multi-
programmes) to be rolled out over the next three years, the Commission confirmed on October 
23. Under the banner ‘Enjoy it’s from Europe’, the budget allocation will co-finance 
programmes (at rates of 70-85%) on the internal & external markets, with an increased focus 
on campaigns that promote EU quality schemes. Of the campaigns approved (covering 19 
Member States), 55 target non-EU countries such as Brazil, Canada, China, Mexico & India 
covering a wide range of products including fruit & vegetables, organic food, dairy, meat, 
olive & olive oil. Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan said that European agri -food products are 
³UeQRZQed acURVV Whe glRbe fRU WheiU TXaliW\ & aXWheQWiciW\.´ He Uecalled Whe PaQ\ WUade 
missions during his 5-year mandate - accompanied by senior executives in the agri-food 
industry - to China, Japan, Indonesia, Mexico & Colombia where he experienced first -hand the 
SRViWiYe UeacWiRQ WR EXURSeaQ SURdXce. The CRPPiVViRQ VXSSRUWV SURdXceUV¶ ³haUd ZRUk b\ 
spreading the word & maiQWaiQiQg a gRRd UeSXWaWiRQ aW a glRbal leYel,´ Whe IUiVhPaQ added.  
 
ThiV \eaU ¼100P haV beeQ eaUPaUked fRU µViPSle SURPRWiRQ SURgUaPPeV¶ RQ Whe EU & 3rd 
country markets (submitted by one or more proposing organisations from the same Member 
State), with 23% Rf Whe bXdgeW allRcaWed WR Whe fUXiW & YegeWable VecWRU, fRllRZed b\ a µbaVkeW 
Rf SURdXcWV¶ (21%), PeaW (20%), cheeVe/daiU\ (14%) aQd ZiQe, cideU & YiQegaU (6%). Ke\ 
³ZiQQeUV´ iQclXde IT (17 acceSWed SURSRValV), EL (8), FR (6), BE (6), ES (6) & PL (3), which 
ZeUe gUaQWed Whe bXlk Rf Whe RYeUall µViPSle SURPRWiRQ VchePeV¶ bXdgeW, ZiWh ePShaViV RQ EU 
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quality schemes & organic production. Other Member States such as FI, DK, IE, DE, NL & 
LV each had RQe SURSRVal acceSWed, Zhile LT & SI had WZR. UQdeU Whe µVimple promotion 
SURgUaPPeV¶, GeUPaQ\ (cRRUdiQaWed b\ NaWXUlaQd) lRRkV VeW WR VecXUe aURXQd ¼1P fRU Whe 
SURPRWiRQ Rf a µbaVkeW fRU SURdXcWV¶ inc. bovine meat (fresh, chilled & frozen), bread, pastry, 
cakes, confectionary, biscuits, cereals, cheese, chocolate & derived products, coffee & tea, 
dairy products (excl. cheese), eggs, pasta, olive oil & fruit or nuts ( inc. table olives) targeted 
at the Vietnamese market. Similarly, Ireland has one entry (Bord Bia) for the promotion of 
pork & poultry in China & MexicR (ZRUWh jXVW RYeU ¼3P). AQ addiWiRQal ¼90.5P Zill fXQd VR-
called µPXlWi SURgUaPPeV¶, VXbPiWWed b\ aW leaVW WZR SURSRViQg RUgaQiVaWiRQV fURP aW leaVW WZR  
Member States or one or more European organisations. The US, China & Japan are the key 
external target markets, followed by South Korea, Taiwan, Vietnam & Singapore, while meat 
(bovine, poultry & meat preparations), wine, cider & vinegar, fruit & vegetables, olive oil & 
cereals make up the bulk of the product base. Multi-programmes are directly managed by the 
EU¶V cRQVXPeUV, healWh, agUicXlWXUe & fRRd e[ecXWiYe ageQc\ (CHAFEA), Zhile Whe VR -called 
µViPSle¶ RQeV aUe PaQaged b\ QaWiRQal adPiQiVWUaWiRQV. A fXUWheU ¼9.5P Zill fXQd Whe 
CRPPiVViRQ¶V ³RZQ iQiWiaWiYeV´ inc. communication campaigns in 3rd countries inc. pavilions 
in major agri-food trade fairs, organisation of business delegations visits, seminars, technical 
support as well as campaigns in the event of market disturbance & loss of consumer 
confidence. *https://ec.europa.eu/chafea/agri/funding-opportunities/evaluation-and-

selection 
 

EU AUDITORS RECORD (STABLE) ERROR RATE OF 2.4% FOR 

CAP SPENDING IN 2018 
EU spending on the CAP, Common Fisheries Policy & part of EU spending on 
environment/climate action in 2018 - just over ¼58 billiRQ - had an overall error rate of 2.4% 
(same as 2017), according to the European Court of Auditors (ECA). In its 2018 annual 
report* published on October 8, auditors underline that direct payments - which account for 
72% of spending under the MFF headiQg µNaWXUal ReVRXUceV - ³aV a ZhRle ZeUe fUee fURP 
PaWeUial eUURU´. Authors of the 304-page report note that the Integrated Administration & 
CRQWURl S\VWeP (IACS), Zhich iQcRUSRUaWeV Whe LaQd PaUcel IdeQWificaWiRQ S\VWeP (LPIS) ³haV 
helped to bring down the level of errors in direct payments, with the LPIS making a 
SaUWicXlaUl\ VigQificaQW cRQWUibXWiRQ.´ The iQWURdXcWiRQ iQ IACS Rf Whe geR -spatial aid 
aSSlicaWiRQ, Zhich eQableV faUPeUV WR VXbPiW Sa\PeQW claiPV RQliQe, haV ³alVR helSed WR bUiQg 
down the leYel Rf eUURU iQ diUecW Sa\PeQWV.´ The EU ZaWchdRg checked 95 diUecW Sa\PeQWV & 
found that 77 were unaffected by error. There was a higher rate of error for the budget 
covering rural development, market measures, fisheries, environment & climate action a s a 
UeVXlW Rf ³cRPSle[ UXleV & eligibiliW\ cUiWeUia.´ AXdiWRUV Va\ Whe PaiQ reason for errors in 
these chapters was the ineligibility of the beneficiary, activity, project or expenditure, 
provision of inaccurate information on areas or animal numbers, non-compliance with public 
procurement rules & administrative errors. In a series of recommendations for expenditure 
UelaWed WR RD, Whe ECA callV RQ Whe CRPPiVViRQ WR ³Wake PeaVXUeV WR iPSURYe Whe ZRUk dRQe 
by certification bodies in Member States & ensure that the data provided by countries & used 
fRU Whe calcXlaWiRQ Rf fiQaQcial cRUUecWiRQV iV SURSeUl\ YeUified´. For the post-2020 period, the 
CRPPiVViRQ PXVW alVR Wake iQWR accRXQW ZeakQeVVeV ideQWified iQ Whe cXUUeQW fUaPeZRUk ³iQ 
order to ensure that result indicators properly measure the effects of actions & they have a 
cleaU liQk WR Whe UelaWed iQWeUYeQWiRQV & SRlic\ RbjecWiYeV.´ From an agricultural perspective, 
DG AGRI officials underline that the error rate has been coming down over the past number of 
years, while the action plans implemented by national capitals to remedy the shortcomings are 
QRZ ZRUkiQg. The CRPPiVViRQ ³keeSV RQ VXSSRUWiQg MePbeU SWaWeV iQ iPSURYiQg WheiU 
PaQagePeQW & cRQWURl V\VWePV WR aYRid eUURUV iQ Whe fXWXUe´, Whe\ add, keeQ WR VWUess the fall 
in the error rate for direct payments ± the largest part of the CAP budget ± from 3.6% in 2012. 
The CRPPiVViRQ iV cRQfideQW Whe ViWXaWiRQ iV XQdeU cRQWURl, bXW ³ZheUe QeceVVaU\ iW iPSRVeV 

https://ec.europa.eu/chafea/agri/funding-opportunities/evaluation-and-selection
https://ec.europa.eu/chafea/agri/funding-opportunities/evaluation-and-selection
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financial corrections - the µcleaUaQce Rf accRXQWV¶ SURcedure - on the Member State in order to 
SURWecW Whe EU bXdgeW & VafegXaUd Wa[Sa\eUV¶ iQWeUeVWV´.  
 
AXdiWRUV cRQclXde WhaW Whe ³RYeUall leYel Rf iUUegXlaUiWieV iQ EU VSeQdiQg haV UePaiQed VWable 
ZiWhiQ Whe UaQge RbVeUYed dXUiQg Whe WZR SUeYiRXV \eaUV.´ They estimate an error rate of 2.6% 
in 2018 expenditure (2.4% in 2017 & 3.1% in 2016). At the same stage, they underline that 
challeQgeV UePaiQ iQ ³high-UiVk VSeQdiQg aUeaV VXch aV UXUal deYelRSPeQW & cRheViRQ.´ ECA 
President Klaus-HeiQeU LehQe Vaid ³Whe VWaUt of a new legislative term & of a new financial 
SURgUaPPiQg SeUiRd cUeaWe a ZiQdRZ Rf RSSRUWXQiW\ « SRlic\PakeUV VhRXld gUaVS iW WR fRcXV 
EU SRlicieV & VSeQdiQg RQ deliYeUiQg UeVXlWV & added YalXe.´   

*For more www.eca.europa.eu/;  
 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT NEWS 

 

GREEN LIGHT TO ADVANCE CAP FILES TO PLENARY 
The Conference of Presidents (EP President & leaders of political groups) gave the green light 
on October 16 to forward the three CAP reform files to plenary (possibly Spring 2020). When 
the CAP dossiers (from the previous mandate) are sent before the full House, one or more 
political groups or at least 38 MEPs may ask for a motion to refer the dossiers back to the 
Committee, allowing the newly-appointed MEPs to table amendments & adapt the text 
accordingly. Otherwise, MEPs - particularly those on the ENVI Committee - would still have a 
chance to table amendments (previously not approved) at plenary level as per the normal 
legiVlaWiYe SURcedXUe. The EP¶V AGRI CRmmittee agreed on September 4 to take forward the 
three reports on CAP reform agreed by the Committee pre-election. The consensus at the time 
ZaV ³WR cRQWiQXe UaWheU WhaQ VWaUW fURP VcUaWch.´ AGRI MEPV agUeed Whe UeSRUWV RQ Whe 
Common Market Organisation (CMO) & the CAP Strategic Plans on April 1 & on Financing, 
Management & Monitoring (Horizontal Regulation) on April 8 [see AGRA FOCUS, May 2019, 

p.15]. The move means that the Committee has avoided restarting the legislative procedure 
from the beginning, although Committee Chair Norbert Lins (EPP, DE) (& most coordinators) 
SUeYiRXVl\ VWUeVVed WhaW ³Ze PXVW eQVXUe WhaW QeZ MEPV aUe giYeQ a chaQce WR cRQWUibXWe WR 
Whe dUafW laZV.´ AGRI CRRUdiQaWRUV were expected to clarify the next steps in early November 
(4-5). Agriculture Ministers will discuss the new green architecture when they meet in Brussels 
on November 18. Outgoing EU Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan is expected to attend. 

 

FOCUS ON SUSTAINABILITY, COMAGRI REPORT 
Agri-food policy should focus on sustainability as it faces up to the challenge of feeding an 
expanding world population in the coming decades, according to a report prepared for the 
EXURSeaQ PaUliaPeQW¶V AgUicXlWXUe CRPPiWWee. The 81-page report ‘Megatrends in the agri-
food sector: global overview & possible policy response from an EU perspective,’* requested 
b\ COMAGRI & SUeSaUed b\ Whe EP¶V PRlic\ DeSaUWPeQW fRU SWUXcWXUal & CRheViRQ PRlicieV 
looks at how & whether agriculture can achieve the necessary doubling in production to feed 
an expected world population of nearly 10 billion in 2050.  Two of the experts brought in by 
the Policy Department to prepare the report, Monica Pesce (VVA Brussels) & Daniel Traon 
(Arcadia) were due to present their findings to AGRI MEPs on November 5. 

Authors of the report ask the question whether agricultural output can be increased by the 
necessary amount without causing irreparable damage to the planet. They conclude that 
³VXVWaiQable & efficieQW XVe Rf laQd &  ZaWeU Yia WechQRlRgical VXSSRUW caQ iQcUeaVe cURS 
yieldV ZiWhRXW Whe Qeed WR e[SaQd agUicXlWXUal laQd,´ QRWiQg WhaW ³iQcUeaViQg Whe efficieQc\ Rf 
ZaWeU XVe iV alVR becRPiQg cUXcial.´ The\ call fRU a ³gUeaW fRRd WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ´ WR achieYe 
that, with increased awareness about environmentally sustainable diets & regulation on food 
ZaVWe. ³EVSeciall\ iQ high-income countries, it will enhance the adoption of more balanced 

http://www.eca.europa.eu/
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dieWV cRPSUiViQg feZeU aQiPal SURdXcWV & PRUe fUXiWV aQd YegeWableV,´ Whe\ VWUeVV. The 
experts also want to see higher food prices, highlighting thaW ³XQdeU-priced food can 
encourage the overuse of natural resources & excessive consumption that leads to health 
SURblePV & fRRd ZaVWe.´ TheiU cRQceUQ iV WR Pake VXUe agUicXlWXUe caQ cRQWUibXWe WR UedXciQg 
greenhouse gas emissions, while still being able WR feed gURZiQg dePaQd. ³SXbVWaQWial 
investments are needed in order to decrease GHG emissions & minimise the impact of agri -
fRRd V\VWePV RQ cliPaWe chaQge,´ Whe\ Va\. Of a UaQge Rf SRVVible VceQaUiRV Whe e[SeUWV 
UecRPPeQd µVXVWaiQabiliW\ fRU all.¶ ³PRlicy-makers should focus on the agricultural 
productivity & foresee incentives under (the) CAP proposal for increasing &/or maximising 
agricultural production in the EU as well as to foster uptake & knowledge-sharing of 
technology & digitalisation in agricultXUal SURdXcWiRQ aV dUiYeU(V) fRU fRRd VecXUiW\,´ iQ WheiU 
view. Sustainability should be targeted at all levels of the food chain. The EU should continue 
to support global initiatives to reduce emissions, such as the Paris Agreement, as well as those 
focussed on cutting biodiversity loss. The Union, the authors say, should make sure all trade 
agreements consider environmental protection as well as ensuring its own commitments on 
cutting GHG emission are effectively implemented, in a timely fashion, including in 
agriculture. *For more http://bit.ly/MGT629Ag 

 

COMAGRI FINALLY GIVES NOD TO POLISH COMMISSIONER-

DESIGNATE WOJCIECHOWSKI 
Polish Commissioner-designate Janusz Wojciechowski received the unanimous backing of 
group coordinators in the AGRI Committee on October 8, following a second hearing with 
MEPV ahead Rf hiV cRXQWU\¶V geQeUal elecWiRQ on October 13. Speaking entirely in Polish, the 
Law & Justice (PiS) politician made a much more forceful & committed impression on  MEPs, 
with several commenting on how different his performance was compared to the first outing 
on October 1 [see below]. COMAGRI Chair Norbert Lins (EPP, DE) explained that following 
the previous audition coordinators had failed to reach a two-thirds majority & asked for 
detailed responses to a series of written questions [see below]. Still not satisfied, they had 
decided WR hRld a µUeVXPed¶ heaUiQg. AGRI & ENVI MEPV ZeUe SUeVeQW, ZiWh ENVI 
Coordinators rejecting his appointment (these votes did not count).  
 
³EXURSeaQ agUicXlWXUe PXVW be cRPSeWiWiYe,´ Whe CRPPiVViRQeU -designate told MEPs. 
³FaUPeUV aUe eQWUeSUeQeXUV´ & Qeeded VXSSRUW WR SUeVeUYe WheiU cRPSeWiWiYe edge. The 64 -
year-Rld ECR SRliWiciaQ iQViVWed WhaW he ZRXld VWaQd XS & defeQd a ³VWURQgeU & adequate 
bXdgeW fRU agUicXlWXUe & UXUal deYelRSPeQW.´ The RaZa Ma]RZiecka QaWiYe (ceQWUal PRlaQd) 
promised to cut bureaucracy & stressed the need to enhance the position of European 
agriculture in global markets, something he would promote when negotiating with 
international trading partners. He would make sure that imported food products complied with 
EU VWaQdaUdV. OQ cliPaWe & eQYiURQPeQWal SURWecWiRQ, he Vaid WhaW ³faUPeUV Zill helS WR 
achieYe EXURSeaQ gRalV,´ QRWiQg WhaW ³YeU\ RfWeQ Whe\ aUe Whe fiUVW Yic WiPV Rf cliPaWic chaQge.´ 
He ZRXld iPSlePeQW ³QRW SURhibiWiRQV & bRXQdV bXW UaWheU iQceQWiYeV,´ WR achieYe 
environmental goals. Wojciechowski stressed his support for organic farming, promising to 
come up with an action plan on the issue. The former AGRI MEP (2004-2016) & COMAGRI 
Vice-Chair insisted on fairness in the CAP, recognising local differences, but he insisted that 
iW ³PXVW be cRPPRQ aV a SRlic\.´ TheUe had WR be URRP fRU fle[ibiliW\ bXW ³Ze Qeed WR VWUike 
Whe UighW balaQce.´ He addUeVVed cRQceUQV over land concentration or appropriation of land in 
VRPe cRXQWUieV. ³We VhRXld VWaQd XS fRU Whe faUPeUV ZhR aUe faced ZiWh laQd gUabbiQg,´ he 
said.  
During the question & answer session that ensued, Italian MEP Herbert Dorfmann (EPP) 
wanted to know if he would continue working with the EP on the current reform proposals or 
whether there would be new plans in the next mandate. Wojciechowski admitted that he was a 
biW jealRXV Rf DaciaQ CiRlR܈, a fRUPeU CRPPiVViRQeU, & QRZ COMAGRI PePbeU (& leadeU Rf 

http://bit.ly/MGT629Ag
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Renew EurRSe), ZhR caUUied WhURXgh UefRUP fURP VcUaWch. ³I aP iQ a SRViWiRQ ZheUe WhiV 
UefRUP iV alUead\ RQ Whe Wable,´ he Vaid, SRiQWiQg RXW WhaW hiV PaQdaWe fURP fXWXUe PUeVideQW 
Ursula von der Leyen was to carry on with the current reform process. He knew the position of 
Whe µRld¶ PaUliaPeQW & CRPPiVViRQeU, bXW ³I dR QRW haYe Whe fiQal SRViWiRQ Rf PaUliaPeQW fURP 
WhiV WeUP.´ The fRUPeU member of the Governing Board of EUROSAI, the European 
Organisation of Supreme Audit Institutions (1995 to 1999) was ready for compromises & 
UePaiQV ³RSeQ WR gRRd SURSRValV WhaW Pa\ iPSURYe Whe CAP.´ HRZeYeU, he UePiQded MEPV 
that new ideas would have to get through Council.  
 
When asked about the transitional period & how long it would last, the former Deputy Speaker 
of the Polish Parliament (2001-2004) pointed out that it had to be one year continuation of the 
Rld V\VWeP. ³We Zill haYe a SURSRVal Rf RQe \eaU Rf WUaQViWiRQ RQ Whe Wable,´ ZiWhRXW 
confirming when the regulation would be tabled. Italian Socialist Paolo De Castro raised  the 
issue of US measures in the Airbus dispute, describing the tariffs imposed by President 
DRQald TUXPS aV SXWWiQg faUPiQg & fRRd iQ EXURSe ³XQdeU aWWack´. ³SWUaWegic SURdXcWV aUe 
gRiQg WR be hiW,´ he Vaid. In response, Wojciechowski said he was aware of the situation. 
³FaUPeUV aUe iQQRceQW YicWiPV Rf cRQflicW,´ he Vaid. He hRSed a SRliWical UeVRlXWiRQ ZRXld be 
fRXQd bXW if QRW, Whe EU ZRXld haYe WR ³WUiggeU VRPe aid V\VWeP.´ EXURSe had Whe e[SeUieQce 
Rf Whe RXVViaQ baQ & had beeQ ³YeU\ effecWiYe iQ SURYidiQg helS fRU faUPeUV.³ If cRQfiUPed, 
Whe PRle SURPiVed he ZRXld ³fighW fRU aV PaQ\ UeVRXUceV aV SRVVible.´ De CaVWUR ZaQWed WR 
kQRZ if he ZRXld acWiYaWe Whe UeVeUYe fXQd, cRPSlaiQiQg WhaW Whe ¼400 PilliRQ iQ Whe fXQd ZaV 
QRW eQRXgh & VhRXld be aW leaVW ¼1.5 billion. The former Polish MP (1993-1995 & 2001-2004) 
Vaid he ZaV iQ faYRXU Rf iQcUeaViQg ³a SRVVibiliW\ WR UeacW & helS faUPeUV iQ a cUiViV.´ FRU 
Renew Europe, German liberal MEP Ulrike Müller insisted that there should be a focus on 
young farmers. WojciechRZVki cRQcXUUed, Va\iQg Whe iVVXe ZaV ³Rf ke\ iPSRUWaQce.´ TheUe 
ZaV a V\VWeP Rf aid bXW Whe UeVXlWV ZeUe ³QRW VaWiVfacWRU\ \eW.´ The PRVW iPSRUWaQW SURbleP 
ZaV acceVV WR laQd. GUeeQ MEP MaUWiQ HlXVliQg WRld WRjciechRZVki WheUe had beeQ ³a lRW 
more subVWaQce WR \RXU aQVZeUV WhiV WiPe URXQd.´ He UaiVed Whe VXbjecW Rf caSSiQg. 
³CRPPiVViRQeUV WeQd WR giYe iQ,´ he Vaid. ³OXU VXVSiciRQ iV WhaW MePbeU SWaWeV ZRQ¶W VWaQd aV 
fiUP RQ WhiV aV \RX hRSe.´ WRjciechRZVki Vaid he ZaV YeU\ PXch iQ faYRXU Rf SURWecWiQg  small 
faUPV. IW ZaV SRVVible WR Vee hRZ Whe\ ZeUe beiQg lRVW aV \RX dURYe acURVV EXURSe. ³ThiV iV 
EXURSe & QRW CaQada,´ he Vaid. The GeUPaQ SRliWiciaQ alVR UaiVed Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf SURWeiQ 
VXbVidieV & WRjciechRZVki QRWed Whe ³YaVW´ leYel Rf iPSRUWV Rf VR\beaQV fURP Whe US. ³MXch 
Rf WhiV caQ be UeSlaced´ b\ EU SURWeiQ cURSV, he UeckRQed. TR a TXeVWiRQ RQ Whe bXdgeW, he 
UeVSRQded WhaW ³I ZRXld YeU\ PXch like WR haYe a bXdgeW fRU agUicXlWXUe aV big aV SRVVible´, 
cRQcediQg WhaW he PXVW UePaiQ ³UealiVWic.´  
 
Czech Ivan David, from the Identity & Democracy Group, was concerned about the opening of 
Whe EXURSeaQ PaUkeW fRU iPSRUWV Rf agUicXlWXUal SURdXcWV. ³DR Ze acceSW WhiV cRPSeWiWiRQ, 
Zhich iQ VRPe caVeV iV XQfaiU?´ he aVked. The fRUPeU PePbeU Rf Whe EXURSeaQ CRXUW  of 
Auditors (ECA), Chamber I, Sustainable use of natural resources, said that there was a need to 
VWaQd XS fRU Whe iQWeUeVWV Rf EXURSeaQ faUPeUV bXW RQ Whe RWheU haQd ³Ze Qeed iQWeUQaWiRQal 
WUade.´ He QRWed WhaW Whe EU ZaV a PaVViYe e[SRUWeU Rf agUi-food products, but farmers 
³caQQRW be VacUificed´ fRU WUade. He SURPiVed WhaW he ZRXld ³dR P\ beVW WR Pake VXUe faUPeUV 
aUe QRW RQ Whe lRViQg eQd.´ DaYid ZeQW RQ WR aVk if he ZRXld fighW fRU a faiUeU diVWUibXWiRQ Rf 
agricultural subsidies. The former President Rf PRlaQd¶V SXSUePe AXdiW Office (1995 WR 2001) 
Vaid he ZRXld SXUVXe iQWeUQal & e[WeUQal cRQYeUgeQce. ³We Zill Qeed WR eTXaliVe Whe Sa\PeQWV 
aYailable WR faUPeUV,´ he Vaid. TheUe ZeUe SURSRValV RQ Whe Wable. HiV fellRZ LaZ & JXVWice 
Party colleague ZbignieZ KXĨPiXk (ECR) UaiVed Whe iVVXe Rf Whe cRQceQWUaWiRQ Rf laQd. ³IW haV 
gRQe WRR faU,´ Whe CRPPiVViRQeU-designate responded. But he stressed that the EU could not 
iQWeUfeUe iQ MePbeU SWaWe SURSeUW\ laZV. KXĨPiXk ZRQdeUed if he cRXld helS b\ lRRkiQg aW Whe 
defiQiWiRQ Rf aQ acWiYe faUPeU. The MePbeU Rf Whe CRXUW Rf AXdiWRUV agUeed. ³ThiV ZRXld be 
RQe Rf Whe UePedieV,´ he Vaid. IUelaQd¶V GUE/NGL MEP LXke MiQg FlaQagaQ UePiQded 
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WRjciechRZVki WhaW he caPe ³fURP Whe VaPe SRliWical VWable aV Whe BUiWiVh PUiPe MiQiV WeU,´ 
UecalliQg JRhQVRQ¶V deVcUiSWiRQ Rf cliPaWe SURWeVWRUV aV ³cUXVWieV´. WRjciechRZVki iQViVWed 
WhaW he ZaV ³YeU\ PXch aWWached WR Whe idea WhaW EXURSeaQ agUicXlWXUe VhRXld be iQ liQe ZiWh 
eQYiURQPeQWal UeTXiUePeQWV.´ FRllRZiQg Whe heaUiQg, Whe CaVWleUea  (Co. Roscommon) man 
laWeU WZeeWed WhaW ³aQ\RQe ZhR iV µWRR gUeeQ¶ fRU Whe @EPP haV WR be a SRViWiYe.´  
 
Austrian MEP Simone Schmiedtbauer (EPP) stressed the need to avoid an exodus from rural 
areas because of the effect of budget cuts on smaller farms. The Pole pointed out that the 
MePbeU SWaWeV had alUead\ iQcUeaVed fiQaQciQg. ³MaiQWaiQiQg Whe liabiliW\ RYeU all aUeaV 
VhRXld be Whe PaiQ WaVk fRU Whe UXUal deYelRSPeQW fXQd,´ Vhe Vaid. The AXVWUiaQ ZRQdeUed hRZ 
more could be done on implementing climate goalV aW a WiPe ZheQ WheUe iV leVV PRQe\. ³I aP 
Uead\ WR fighW,´ Whe ZRXld-be CRPPiVViRQeU aVVeUWed. ³I aP Uead\ WR VWaQd agaiQVW all RWheU 
PePbeUV Rf Whe CRPPiVViRQ. YRX caQ cRXQW RQ Pe.´  Juozas Olekas, a Lithuanian Socialist, 
Vaid ³today we have heard more concrete answers WR RXU TXeVWiRQV.´ He ZaV ³YeU\ haSS\ 
abRXW WhaW.´ HiV TXeVWiRQ ZaV abRXW VSecific acWiRQ WR eQhaQce UXUal iQfUaVWUXcWXUe & ZhaW Whe 
QeZ CRPPiVViRQeU ZRXld dR abRXW cRQYeUgeQce. ³I¶ll dR all I'll be able WR dR abRXW 
cRQYeUgeQce,´ WRjciechRZVki aVVXUed hiP. ³I ZaQW cRQYeUgeQce WR haSSeQ aV VRRQ aV 
SRVVible.´ IQeTXaliW\ beWZeeQ MePbeU SWaWeV VhRXld be VWRSSed. FRUPeU AgUicXlWXUe 
CRPPiVViRQeU DaciaQ CiRlRú, QRZ leadeU Rf ReQeZ EXURSe, WRld Whe PRliVh SRliWiciaQ WhaW 
³WhiV WiPe \RX aUe PXch PRUe eQgagiQg & PXch PRUe cRQcUeWe iQ \RXU aQVZeUV.´ ³ThiV iV ZhaW 
Ze Qeed.´ 
 

All eyes on new AGRI Cabinet: NRZ WKaW WRMFLHFKRZVNL LV ³KRPH & GU\´, aOO H\HV QRZ 
turn to the formation of his Cabinet. Maciej Golubiewski, a Polish diplomat at the European 
ExternaO AFWLRQ SHUYLFH (BUXVVHOV, BHLUXW), FXUUHQWO\ KHaGLQJ PROaQG¶V CRQVXOaWH GHQHUaO LQ 
New York (since January 2017), is emerging as the key candidate for the role of Chef de 
Cabinet. The former Deputy Chief of Mission at the EU delegation to Lebanon (Sept ember 
2014-October 2016) & International Relations Officer on Syria (based in Brussels) is 
understood to be fluent in Polish, English, French, German & Russian. A French female official 
(from DG AGRI services) is being mooted as Deputy Chef de Cabinet. Magda lena Majerczyk, 
aJUL aGYLVRU IRU WKH ECR JURXS, LV XQGHUVWRRG WR bH a ³GHaG FHUW´ IRU a VHQLRU CabLQHW SRVLWLRQ 
(possibly working on relations with the EU institutions). The EP official, with nearly two decades  
of experience in the House, has been a key figure in the run-XS WR WKH KHaULQJV. TKH µSUHYLRXV¶ 
Head of Private Office in the Luxembourg-based European Court of Auditors (ECA) is Kinga 
WLĞQLHZVNa-Danek (GaXJKWHU RI ECR MEP JaGZLJa WLĞQLHZVNa), ZKLOH KLV SHUVRQaO aVVLVWaQW 
for the last 15 years is Anna Chuchla. Both are hotly tipped to join him in Brussels - WKRXJK LW¶V 
unsure which jobs they will get. But as the new College is now expected to take office on 
December 2, there is no rush in finalising the line-up. 

 

WOJCIECHOWSKI 3529IDE6 :5I77EN 5E632N6E6 72 E3¶6 
COMAGRI 
PRlaQd¶V caQdidaWe fRU Whe QeZ CRPPiVViRQ, JaQXV] WRjciechRZVki, SURYided aQ e[WeQViYe 
list of written responseV WR Whe EP¶V CRPPiWWee RQ AgUicXlWXUe & RXUal DeYelRSPeQW, ahead Rf 
a special meeting of the Agri Coordinators on October 7. The move followed his lacklustre 3-
hour confirmation hearing on October 1, where he came across as ill-prepared, vague & 
lacking on technical knowledge. In a 16-page document (in English) forwarded to COMAGRI 
members late on October 4, the former Vice-President of the Agri Committee (2004-2016) 
sought to clarify a number of issues related to the European Green Deal, CAP reform 
(capping, redistributive payment, internal convergence, Strategic Plans & small -holders), 
innovation, sustainable farming systems, pesticide use & the Multi -annual Financial 
Framework (2021-2027). In specific terms, Wojciechowski underlined that the European 
GreeQ Deal & ³iQ SaUWicXlaU Whe FaUP WR FRUk SWUaWeg\ Zill SURYide Whe fUaPeZRUk fRU a lRQg -
WeUP YiViRQ fRU UXUal aUeaV, Rf Zhich agUicXlWXUe Zill Sla\ aQ iPSRUWaQW SaUW.´ IW Zill ³addUeVV 
key issues related to farming methods & how we can produce food safel\ & VXVWaiQabl\,´ he 
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added. The former member of the European Court of Auditors (since 2016) & ex-MEP (2004-
2016) stated that organic farming could play an important role in the context of the European 
GUeeQ Deal ³iQ RUdeU WR addUeVV cliPaWe chaQge & Ueach  Whe RbjecWiYe Rf ]eUR SRllXWiRQ´, ZiWh 
the right-wing Law & Justice (PiS) politician SledgiQg WR VXbPiW WR MEPV a ³EXURSeaQ AcWiRQ 
PlaQ WR SURPRWe RUgaQic faUPiQg.´ OQ NeZ BUeediQg TechQiTXeV, he ZaV QRQ -committal, 
saying the dossier fell under the remit of his (future) colleague Stella Kyriakides. In response 
to a question on the target of 50% reduction of pesticide use by 2025, he said the Sustainable 
Use of Pesticides Directive - under Commissioner-deVigQaWe K\UiakideV¶ UePiW - ³SURYideV a 
strong framewRUk fRU MePbeU SWaWeV & faUPeUV WR UedXce WheiU deSeQdeQc\ RQ SeVWicideV.´ 
IQWegUaWed PeVW MaQagePeQW iV a ³YalXable WRRl´ WR achieYe WhiV, he added. 
 
When asked about his position on capping & the redistributive payment, he was sanguine that 
³cRPSXlVRU\ caSSiQg cleaUl\ beQefiWV faPil\ faUPV´ - an issue, he said, that was close to his 
heaUW. DiUecW VXSSRUW PXVW be WaUgeWed aW geQXiQe faUPeUV ³RU iQ RWheU ZRUdV WhRVe ZhR PaiQl\ 
deSeQd RQ faUPiQg WR eaUQ WheiU liYiQg,´ he RXWliQed, iQ RUdeU WR ³iPSURYe Whe SXblic 
SeUceSWiRQ Rf Whe CAP & iWV SeUfRUPaQce.´ WRjciechRZVki VXSSRUWed Whe PRYe WRZaUdV ³fXll 
iQWeUQal cRQYeUgeQce « iQ dXe WiPe,´ Va\iQg he ZaV aZaUe WhaW ³diffeUeQceV iQ Whe leYel Rf 
basic payment per hectare between farmers in the same Member State pers iVW.´ CRPPeQWiQg 
more broadly on CAP reform, the former High Court Judge (1991-1993) expressed his 
cRQYicWiRQ WhaW Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V SURSRValV ³SURYide a gRRd baViV fRU diVcXVViRQV RQ Whe 
fXWXUe Rf EXURSe¶V agUicXlWXUal SRlic\.´ He stood Uead\ ³WR cRQVideU adapting the proposal 
where there is consensus between the co-legiVlaWRUV,´ Zhile XQdeUliQiQg WhaW Whe blXeSUiQW ZaV 
³QRW a µcaUWe blaQche¶ fRU MePbeU SWaWeV´ aV WheUe weUe ³caUefXll\ deVigQed VafegXaUdV ZiWhiQ 
a strong framework of common rules at EU level.´ He ZaV cleaU WhaW WheUe ZRXld be ³PXch 
stronger links between the CAP & delivering on the objectives & targets of EU legislation on 
Whe eQYiURQPeQW & cliPaWe´ ± on climate change, energy, water, air quality, biodiversity & 
pesticides.  
 
On innovation, the 64-year-old politician stated WhaW ³faUPeUV Qeed WR Wake RZQeUVhiS Rf QeZ 
WechQRlRgieV, QeZ bXViQeVV PRdelV & QeZ fRUPV Rf cRRSeUaWiRQ.´ He highlighWed the role of 
the European Innovation Partnership for Agricultural Productivity & Sustainability (EIP-
AGRI) aV aQ ³effecWiYe iQVWUXPeQW´ iQ fRVWeUiQg iQQRYaWiRQ iQ aUeaV UelaWed WR ZaWeU & VRil 
management, pest/disease control, food quality, competitiveness of value chains & energy 
efficiency. The digitalisation of agriculture (internet of things, precision farming) was also 
key, as it had Whe ³SRWeQWial WR fRVWeU Whe VXVWaiQabiliW\ Rf Whe VecWRU & Rf Whe ZhRle YalXe 
chaiQ, fURP SURdXcWiRQ WR cRQVXPSWiRQ.´ If cRQfiUPed, Whe fRUPeU PUeVideQW Rf Whe PRliVh 
Supreme Audit Office (1995-2001) made a promise to include an event related to research & 
agricultural innovation every time he visits a Member State. On animal welfare, he expressed 
cRQceUQV abRXW ³cUiWical aUeaV Rf iPSlePeQWaWiRQ Rf cXUUeQW aQiPal ZelfaUe UXleV iQ Whe EU,´ 
ciWiQg iQ SaUWicXlaU Whe ³ZideVSUead use of the derogation to mutilation in pigs & tail-docking 
« Zhich QeedV WR be addUeVVed.´ He saw a direct correlation between the level of animal 
welfare & the need for the systematic use of antibiotics in farm animals & looked ahead to the 
entry into force of new rules on the use of veterinary medicines at the beginning of 2022. 
Wojciechowski also vowed to work closely with his fellow Commissioners-designate for 
HealWh & TUade WR ³eQVXUe a leYel Sla\iQg field fRU EU faUPeUV iQ Whe PXlWilaWeUal cRQWe[W .´ IQ 
hiV laVW UeVSRQVe, he Sledged WR ³defeQd a VWURQg bXdgeW fRU agUicXlWXUe,´ & deVcUibed Whe dUafW 
on the future financial perspectives (2021-2027) aV a ³gRRd baViV fRU diVcXVViRQ.´ The 
proposal, which included a ³PRdeUaWe cXW fRU Whe CAP,´ he Vaid, ³Vtrikes a fair & reasonable 
balance between the need for ensuring adequate funding for new priorities & for the more 
WUadiWiRQal SRlicieV VXch aV CAP & CRheViRQ.´  
 
Further quizzing of Wojciechowski by MEPs: PRlaQd¶V caQdidaWe fRU Whe QeZ 
Commission, Janusz Wojciechowski, faced more quizzing after failing to convince COMAGRI 
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MEPs at his confirmation audition on October 1. His own ECR political group was the only 
one to back the Law & Justice (PiS) politician, while the biggest political group (EPP) 
complained that he failed to grasp the tough policy issues & too many of his responses were 
vague. Following the 3-hour grilling session with AGRI MEPs on October 1, Chairman 
Norbert Lins (EPP), after meeting Coordinators (in camera), wrote to Parliament President 
David Sassoli (dated October 2), requesting that the Commissioner-designate answer a series 
of additional written questions. The single-page letter, which was copied to Antonio Tajani 
(EPP, IT), Chair of the Conference of Committee Chairs & ENVI Committee Chair Pascal 
Canfin (Renew Europe, FR), was accompanied by three pages with seven detailed questions.  
 
In specific terms, MEPs wanted WR kQRZ hRZ Whe PRliVh SRliWiciaQ ZRXld iQWegUaWe Whe ³lRQg-
WeUP YiViRQ´ fRU agUicXlWXUe - to which he referred at the hearing - into the ongoing CAP 
reform process. They wanted him to explain how he saw the role of organic farming & new 
bUeediQg WechQiTXeV iQ Whe µEXURSeaQ GUeeQ Deal¶ ± the flagship project of the incoming 
Commission College (2019-2024). Committee members also wanted concrete examples of 
where he saw potential for innovation & what he was going to do about land grabbing. The 
former member of the European Court of Auditors (since 2016) & ex-MEP (2004-2016) was 
asked how he proposed to ensure more equitable direct aid under the CAP framework & 
ZheWheU he cRXld VXSSRUW ³fXll cRQYeUgeQce Rf Sa\PeQWV SeU hecWaUe ZiWhiQ MePbeU SWaWeV iQ 
Whe Qe[W SURgUaPPiQg SeUiRd.´ WRjciechRZVki was asked to comment on which initiatives he 
would take to ensure farmers take action to tackle antimicrobial resistance & animal welfare 
cRQceUQV ³UelaWed WR iQWeQViYe liYeVWRck faUPiQg.´ The CRPPiWWee ZaQWed to know how the 
Polish politician would improve the current CAP reform proposal & what the timeframe would 
be, with reference to his stance on the re-nationalisation of the policy. There were detailed 
questions on how he would incentivise farming to perform on biodiversity, climate & 
environment & how he would direct funding to small-holders. COMAGRI members also 
wanted to know if he would push a target of 50% pesticide reduction by 2025. There was also 
a call for the former Vice-ChaiU Rf Whe EP¶V CRPPiWWee RQ AgUicXlWXUe & RXUal DeYelRSPeQW 
(2004-2016) to explain how future farm policy & the so-called µFaUP WR FRUk SWUaWeg\¶ ZRXld 
be inter-linked. The final question was on whether he agreed with the reduction in CAP 
expenditure planned for the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for 2021-27, with MEPs 
keen to get his view on the forthcoming transitional regulation.  
 

WOJCIECHOWSKI STRESSES CONSENSUS & LONG-TERM 

VISION AT LACKLUSTRE FIRST HEARING 

PRlaQd¶V CRPPiVViRQeU-designate Janusz Wojciechowski struggled in his hearing with 
COMAGRI on October 1, in the face of MEPs who complained that his answers were non-
committal & lacked clarity, with one, German Green MEP Martin Häusling accusing him of a 
³bXViQeVV aV XVXal´ aSSURach, ZiWh aQVZeUV WhaW VRXQded like Whe\ ZeUe VcUiSWed b\ RXWgRiQg 
FaUP CRPPiVViRQeU Phil HRgaQ. DXUiQg hiV iQWURdXcWiRQ befRUe Whe EP¶V CRPPiWWee RQ 
Agriculture & Rural Development, the Pole reminded the hearing that he had been an MEP for 
12 years, as well as Vice-President of the Agri Committee (2004-2016). He had spent the last 
three years at the European Court of Auditors (ECA), with responsibility for agriculture.  
Answering in English to a barrage of questions from MEPs calling for change to reform plans 
& cUiWical Rf Whe effecW Rf WUade dealV RQ EXURSe¶V fRRd & faUPiQg VecWRU, WRjciechRZVki caPe 
across as ill-prepared, failing to deliver clear & precise answers, with sources pointing to his 
lack of engagement with DG AGRI officials over the past number of weeks. MEPs challenged 
his apparent view that CAP reform must be on the basis of the (current) Commission 
proposals, even if he conceded that it could be changed, in light of the reservations voiced by 
the Luxembourg-based ECA [see AGRA FOCUS, December 2018, p.12].  
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The right-wing Law & Justice (PiS) politician started by highlighting the rate at which 
European farms were going out of business. The 64-year-old explained that between 2005 & 
2015, the EU lost more than four million holdings. They were going at the rate of over a 
WhRXVaQd a da\. OQe UeaVRQ he had decided WR be a caQdidaWe ZaV WhaW ³WhiV iV a chaQce WR 
create a long-WeUP YiViRQ fRU EXURSeaQ agUicXlWXUe.´ The CAP had been a success story in the 
EU. ³We haYe fRRd VecXUiW\,´ he Vaid, bXW WheUe ZeUe PaQ\ ZeakQeVVeV iQ Whe SRlic\. The 
problems of the CAP affected not just farmers but also society, with relevance to food safety 
& fRRd VecXUiW\. ³AgUicXlWXUe iV alVR YeU\ iPSRUWaQW fRU Whe SlaQeW,´ he XQdeUliQed, ciWiQg 
climate change, biodiversity & animal welfare as some of the key issues involved. It was very 
important to have a true picture of the current situation & his first action, if confirmed, would 
be to present a report on the position of European agriculture. Referring to the flagship 
µEXURSeaQ GUeeQ Deal¶, Whe CRPPiVViRQ-hopeful said he was convinced that green agriculture 
ZaV Whe beVW VRlXWiRQ fRU Whe iQdXVWU\¶V fXWXUe. EQYiURQPeQWal faUPiQg ZaV a big opportunity, 
eVSeciall\ fRU VPall & faPil\ faUPV. He SURPiVed WR ³VWURQgl\ VXSSRUW all acWiRQV Zhich Zill 
be helSfXl fRU VPall & PediXP Vi]ed faUPiQg,´ Zhile he ZRXld be RSeQ fRU dialRgXe ZiWh Whe 
EP, farmers, farm organisations & NGOs. 
 
Italian MEP HerberW DRUfPaQQ (EPP) QRWed WhaW Whe ECA had beeQ ³YeU\ cUiWical Rf Whe UefRUP 
SURSRValV.´ He alVR UaiVed Whe iVVXe Rf ³hXge laQd SXUchaVeV gRiQg RQ b\ e[WeUQal acWRUV.´ 
WRjciechRZVki Vaid he ZRXld iPSlePeQW a CAP UefRUP baVed RQ HRgaQ¶V SURSRValV, bXW ³WhiV 
is a chaQce WR chaQge Whe SURSRVal.´ ³I¶P RSeQ fRU fXUWheU diVcXVViRQ,´ he Vaid. WhaW Whe 
CRPPiVViRQ had SURdXced ZaV ³RQl\ Whe iQiWial SURSRValV´, Zhile Whe SlaQ ZaV ³QRW Whe 
Bible.´ DRUfPaQQ (fURP SRXWh T\URl) aVked ZheWheU he WhRXghW WhaW Whe V\VWeP Rf historic 
payments should be given up. The Commissioner-deVigQaWe Vaid he agUeed WhaW WhiV ZaV ³a 
TXeVWiRQ Zhich Ze VhRXld diVcXVV.´ IWaliaQ SRcialiVW PaRlR De CaVWUR Vaid Whe ZRUld faced a 
global emergency on climate & the EU needed a shared approach, yet the reform plans 
acWXall\ ³delegaWe WR Whe MePbeU SWaWeV.´ IQ UeVSRQVe, Whe fRUPeU High CRXUW JXdge (1991 -
1993) said there needed to be a discussion on how much decision-making would be at 
European level, with common objectives & indicators. De Castro underscored it was vital to 
have amendments to the current texts. German liberal Ulrike Müller (Renew Europe) raised 
the question of the transitional arrangements (valid for one year & due to be tabled in the 
coming weeks). Wojciechowski explained that the idea was to continue the current CAP with 
a QeZ bXdgeW. ³We Zill be Uead\ WR VWaUW Whe QeZ CAP fURP JaQuary 1, 2022,´ he Vaid. The 
transition regulation was necessary & the CAP should not be interrupted. Speaking on behalf 
Rf Whe GUeeQ/EFA gURXS, GeUPaQ\¶V MaUWiQ HlXVliQg accXVed hiP Rf giYiQg ³aQVZeUV I 
WhRXghW HRgaQ had ZUiWWeQ dRZQ fRU \RX,´ & cRPSlaiQed Rf a lack Rf UeVSRQVeV RQ 
biRdiYeUViW\ lRVV RU gUeeQhRXVe gaVeV. CRPSlaiQiQg WhaW iW ZaV ³YeU\ difficXlW WR SUeVeQW 
eYeU\WhiQg iQ a WZR PiQXWe aQVZeU,´ Whe former President of the Polish Supreme Audit Office 
(1995-2001) Vaid ³Rf cRXUVe MU. HlXVliQg I Zill SUeVeQW P\ aSSURach « P\ SURSRValV WR 
support farming, which are environmentally-fUieQdl\ & SURWecW biRdiYeUViW\.´ C]ech ID eXUR-
deputy Ivan David wanted to kQRZ ZheWheU Whe PRliVh caQdidaWe ZRXld VXSSRUW ³WUade 
QegRWiaWiRQV Zhich allRZ hXge aPRXQWV Rf iPSRUWV Rf agUicXlWXUal SURdXcWV.´ The 
Commissioner-designate said he understood that the farming community was concerned. 
³FaUPeUV VhRXld QRW be Whe YicWiP Rf iQWeUQaWiRQal WUade agUeePeQWV,´ he Vaid. The EU VhRXld 
require the same standards of countries that sold it farm products as it insists on from its own 
faUPeUV. A fellRZ PRle, ZbigQieZ KXĨPiXk (ECR) cRPSlaiQed WhaW alWhRXgh Whe EU ZaV Whe 
top exporter of processed food it had a deficit in unprocessed food products. Wojciechowski 
said that was an argument that European agriculture needed more support to ensure food 
security for its citizens.  
 
IUelaQd¶V LXke MiQg FlaQagaQ (GUE/NGL) UaiVed Whe iVVXe Rf beef iPSRUWV & WUade dealV. 
³We haYe abRXW 300 000 WRQQeV Rf beef beiQg bURXghW iQWR EXURSe eYeU\ \eaU,´ he Vaid, Zhile 
Brexit would mean the loss of a market for over 250 000t. Would there be any extra support? 
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³SXUel\ Ze VhRXld Wake caUe Rf RXU RZQ PaUkeW fiUVW, & lRRk afWeU RWheUV laWeU?,´ Whe CR. 
Roscommon politician said. In response, Wojciechowski confirmed that he planned to visit 
Ireland & ask farmers there what they needed. Another Irish leftist MEP, Matt Carthy (Sinn 
Féin), referred the Commissioner-deVigQaWe back WR hiV VXggeVWiRQ WhaW he¶d VWaUW ZiWh aQ 
aQal\ViV Rf Whe VWaWe Rf faUPiQg & Zh\ VR PaQ\ faUPV ZeUe beiQg lRVW. ³IW¶V becaXVe farms 
aUeQ¶W Yiable,´ CaUWh\ Vaid. ³FaUPeUV aUeQ¶W PakiQg a SURfiW &, WheUefRUe, Whe\¶Ue beiQg fRUced 
Rff WheiU faUPV.´ He ZaQWed WR kQRZ ZhaW Whe PRle ZRXld dR WR ³eQVXUe Whe UediVWUibXWiRQ Rf 
farm payments & to tackle the dominance of a small number of corporate interests in the 
agUicXlWXUal VecWRU?´ WRjciechRZVki¶V aQVZeU ZaV a cRPPiWPeQW WR be RSeQ WR liVWeQiQg WR 
faUPeUV, Zhile ³caSSiQg PighW be RQe VRlXWiRQ.´ The CaUUickPacURVV PaQ ZaVQ¶W VaWiVfied. ³I 
dRQ¶W kQRZ ZhaW WhaW ZaV, CRPPiVViRQeU-designate, bXW iW ZaVQ¶W aQ aQVZeU WR P\ TXeVWiRQ,´ 
he Vaid. ³I haYe a feeliQg WhaW \RX¶Ue gRiQg WR be back ZiWh XV agaiQ befRUe WhiV iV fiQall\ 
RYeU.´ ThiV aXdiWiRQ caPe afWeU Whe EXURSeaQ AQWi-Fraud Office (OLAF) said on September 27 
that it had concluded an investigation into possible abuse of expenses by Wojciechowski by 
deciding no action should be taken against the former MEP. OLAF did recommend that the EP 
VhRXld UecRYeU jXVW RYeU ¼11 240 fURP Whe CRPPiVViRQeU-designate & look into its rules on 
travel expenses & subsistence allowances. 
 

E3¶V IN7A C2MMI77EE END256E6 I5ELAND¶6 H2GAN A6 NE: 
EU TRADE CHIEF 

MEPV agUeed WR Whe aSSRiQWPeQW Rf IUelaQd¶V Phil HRgaQ WR Whe SRVW Rf TUade CRPPiVViRQeU iQ 
the new College, after a polished performance at his confirmation hear ing on September 30, 
despite the opposition of the far-right Identity & Democracy (ID) & Green/EFA political 
groups. The International Trade Committee hearing, to which members of the Foreign Affairs 
& Development Committees were invited, focussed on the need for fair & sustainable trade, 
with MEPs pressing to make sure that sustainability was enshrined in all future agreements & 
that European farmers must not lose out. During the three-hour grilling session, he faced a 
series of questions on trade relations with the US & China, the recent pact with the Latin 
American Mercosur bloc & the impact of climate change.  
 
GUE/NGL Trade Coordinator Helmut Scholz argued initially, at a meeting directly after the 
hearing, that more questions should be put to the Irish politician along, possibly, with another 
hearing, but did not get the support of any other group. With the choice narrowed to approval of 
WKH aSSRLQWPHQW, RU RXWULJKW UHMHFWLRQ, a IXUWKHU PHHWLQJ WR ZULWH WKH CRPPLWWHH¶V OHWWHU LQ 
response to the hearing took place on October 1. The GUE/NGL group insisted on the inclusion 
of references to issues in trade accords, inc. clauses on Trade & Sustainable Development, 
Human Rights & Democracy as well as action to adapt trade policy to the requirements of the 
Paris Agreement on climate change. In the end a two-thirds majority was achieved in the Trade 
Committee with the thumbs up from the S&D, ECR, Renew Europe & GUE/NGL groups, while 
ID & the Greens voted against. The largest group in the EP - WKH EXURSHaQ PHRSOH¶s Party 
(EPP) of which Fine Gael is a member ± VaLG WKH WUaGH SRUWIROLR ZRXOG bH LQ a ³VaIH SaLU RI 
KaQGV.´ 
 
Kicking off the audition on September 30, the German Socialist MEP Bernd Lange, as INTA 
ChaiU, Vaid WhaW ³Ze¶Ue liYiQg iQ challeQgiQg WiPeV,´ ciWiQg Whe µcUiViV¶ iQ Whe PXlWi-lateral 
trading system, Brexit, differences with the US over Boeing & ongoing WTO reform. Even so, 
Whe EU had PaQaged WR eVWabliVh ³gRRd bilaWeUal WUade agUeePeQWV.´ The PeeWiQg ZaV laUgel\ 
held in English, despite the availability of 23 languages of translation, making it possible, as 
Whe ChaiU SRiQWed RXW, WR SRVe TXeVWiRQV WR Whe IUiVh CRPPiVViRQeU µaV Gaeilge¶.  
 
The outgoing Agriculture Commissioner reminded the Committee that he was no stranger to 
international trade having worked closely with his colleague Cecilia Malmström. The Fine 
Gael SRliWiciaQ VWUeVVed WhaW Whe ³EU caQ & PXVW SURYide Ueal RSSRUWXQiWieV fRU VXbVWaQWial 
gURZWh,´ Zhile aW Whe VaPe WiPe ³RffeUiQg EXURSeaQ bXViQeVVeV a leYel Sla\iQg field & 
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protection from XQfaiU WUadiQg SUacWiceV.´ He XQdeUWRRk WR bXild ³RQ Whe WUaQVSaUeQW Za\´ 
trade policy had been done during the previous Parliament. The Tullaroan man identified a 
series of priorities including strengthening the WTO as the rules-based system, continuing to 
bXild SaUWQeUVhiSV, RSeQiQg PaUkeWV & PakiQg WUade ³a UealiW\ fRU EU bXViQeVVeV Rf all Vi]eV.´ 
There was also a need to ensure that the right tools were available to keep trade fair. On the 
rules-based system, the former Minister for the Environment, Community & Local 
Government (2011-2014) insisted that the world trade bloc was at the core of multilateralism 
alWhRXgh iW ZaV faciQg iWV biggeVW challeQge \eW. If cRQfiUPed he ZRXld dR hiV ³XWPRVW WR 
prevent the collapse of the WTO dispute settlement system,´ & ³UeiQYigRUaWe Whe QegRWiaWiQg 
fXQcWiRQ´ Rf Whe iQWeUQaWiRQal bRd\. The UXlebRRk RQ WUade QeedV WR be XSdaWed SaUWicXlaUl\ WR 
deal ZiWh ZhaW he called Whe ³UaPSaQW XVe Rf VXbVidieV b\ ChiQa & RWheUV,´ & ³fRUced 
WechQRlRg\ WUaQVfeUV.´ The 59-year-old stressed the importance of the international role of the 
US Zhich had VXSSRUWed Whe glRbal V\VWeP. SRPe Rf WaVhiQgWRQ¶V cRQceUQV abRXW Whe V\VWeP 
ZeUe ³RQeV WhaW Ze VhaUe, WhRXgh Ze fiUPl\ belieYe WhaW chaQgeV aUe beVW achieYed ZiWhiQ 
UXleV.´ The UelaWiRQVhiS ZiWh BeijiQg ZaV ³alVR iPSRUWaQW & YiWal,´ he Vaid. ³OXU cRPSaQieV 
Qeed WR be able WR cRPSeWe iQ a leYel Sla\iQg field,´ VRPeWhiQg Zhich ZaV ³QRW Whe caVe 
today.´ TheUe ZaV a Qeed fRU ³effecWiYe UeciSURciW\.´ RefeUUiQg bUiefl\ WR BUe[iW, HRgaQ WRld 
the CRPPiWWee WhaW Whe EU¶V e[ecXWiYe had ³SUeSaUed e[haXVWiYel\ fRU a QR deal VceQaUiR.´ 
Africa was also a priority, with the Africa-Europe Alliance pointing the way forward, while he 
promised to continue ongoing trade negotiations with Australia & New Zealand. The veteran 
SXblic UeSUeVeQWaWiYe eQded hiV RSeQiQg gaPbiW b\ WelliQg CRPPiWWee PePbeUV WhaW ³WUade 
PXVW QRW RQl\ be faiU & RSeQ, bXW alVR VXVWaiQable,´ Zhile he VWaQdV ³Uead\ WR Pake fXll XVe Rf 
Whe iQVWUXPeQWV aYailable.´ 
 
During the question & answer VeVViRQ WhaW fRllRZed, LX[ePbRXUg¶V ChUiVWRShe HaQVeQ (EPP) 
fRcXVed iQiWiall\ RQ WUade UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ Whe EU & US Zhich he deVcUibed aV ³Whe PRVW 
deeSl\ iQWegUaWed ecRQRPic UegiRQV iQ Whe ZRUld.´ ³The SRlic\ Rf Whe cXUUeQW US 
administration is jeopardisiQg VWabiliW\,´ he Vaid & aVked HRgaQ hRZ he ZaV gRiQg WR ³UeVeW 
Whe WUaQVaWlaQWic UelaWiRQVhiS?´ The KilkeQQ\ PaQ Vaid WhaW ³dXUiQg PRPeQWV Rf heighWeQed 
WeQViRQ Ze PXVW QRW lRVe VighW Rf Whe biggeU SicWXUe.´ He ZaV Uead\ WR eQgage SRliWicall\ ZiWh 
WashingWRQ WR UeVRlYe diffeUeQceV & Whe Za\ WR dR WhaW ZaV WR fRcXV RQ Whe ³PXWXal 
SRViWiYeV.´ HaQVeQ caPe back ZiWh a TXeVWiRQ RQ Whe 15-year EU/US Airbus battle - with the 
US targeting those EU countries that are home to suppliers of Airbus (the UK, FR, DE & ES), 
in an attempt to break the unity of the bloc.  In a ruling issued on October 2, WTO gave 
Washington the green light WR LPSRVH WaULIIV RQ $7.5 bLOOLRQ (¼6.8bQ) RI EU LPSRUWV UaQJLQJ IURP 
aircraft to cheese/butter and sweaters to Irish & Scotch Whiskies from October 18. The tariffs 

would be set at a 10% rate on aircraft & 25% on agricultural & other items . Hogan said that 
Malmström had put forward a possible solution to ensure that Airbus comes into full 
cRPSliaQce ZiWh WTO UXleV. IW didQ¶W Pake VeQVe fRU the US to retaliate, particularly as they 
might have a problem with an upcoming judgment on the US aircraft manufacturer Boeing. 
³EXURSe haV WR VWaQd XS fRU iWVelf aV Zell,´ he Vaid.  
 
FRU Whe S&D gURXS, BelgiXP¶V KaWhleeQ VaQ BUePSW aVked abRXW chaSWeUV RQ  Trade & 
Sustainable Development (TSD) in trade accords & insisted that current rules were not 
ZRUkiQg, ciWiQg a URZ ZiWh SRXWh KRUea RYeU ZRUkeUV¶ UighWV. HRgaQ e[SlaiQed WhaW Whe caVe 
was the first time which the EU had used dispute settlement measures to bring a trading 
SaUWQeU iQWR liQe. ³We VhRXld bXild RQ WhiV,´ he Vaid. VaQ BUePSW ZaQWed WR Vee ³SUe -
UaWificaWiRQ cRQdiWiRQV´ WR giYe Whe PaUliaPeQW leYeUage iQ Whe MeUcRVXU & RWheU WUade SacWV & 
asked for the Commissioner-deVigQaWe¶V VXSSRUW. HRgaQ UeVSonded by noting that Brazilian 
President Jair Bolsonaro had changed his position after getting elected & decided to sign up to 
Whe PaUiV agUeePeQW. ³All Rf XV aUe aSSalled aW ZhaW Ze Vee iQ Whe APa]RQ,´ he RXWliQed. ³The 
final ratification stage is where yRX haYe leYeUage,´ he WRld MEPV, VRXQdiQg XQcRQYiQced b\ 
the idea of pre-ratification. Furthermore, Hogan pledged to use existing & future trade 
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agUeePeQWV WR adYaQce Whe EU¶V cliPaWe & VXVWaiQable deYelRSPeQW gRalV. SigQiQg WUade dealV 
with countries across the globe offered the EU leverage in making sure other jurisdictions 
UeVSecWed eQYiURQPeQWal SURWecWiRQ. ReQeZ EXURSe¶V KaUiQ KaUlVbUR (SE) ZaQWed WR kQRZ if 
& when a deal on digital trade could be completed. In response, Hogan expressed concern 
over the effect of subsidies on the market in the digital area, notably by state -owned Chinese 
bXViQeVVeV. The EU had aQ RSeQ PaUkeW & ³VRPeWiPeV iW¶V abXVed,´ he Vaid. He UefeUUed WR Whe 
XVe Rf WUade defeQce PeaVXUeV. ³We Qeed WheVe iQVWUXPeQWV & Ze Qeed WR be able to enforce 
WheP aV Zell.´ The SZediVh libeUal eXUR-deputy also wanted to know how he planned to 
³fXUWheU iPSURYe Whe iQYRlYePeQW Rf ciYil VRcieW\.´ The ZRXld-be Trade Commissioner said he 
ZaV ³YeU\ haSS\ WR eQgage ZiWh ciYil VRcieW\ & VWakehRldeUV.´ ³We are open to whatever 
diVcXVViRQV aUe QeceVVaU\ WR cRPPXQicaWe Whe beQefiWV Rf WUade,´ he Vaid.  
 
FRU Whe GUeeQ/EFA gURXS, FiQQiVh MEP Heidi HaXWala called fRU ³]eUR WRleUaQce WR child 
labRXU´ & alVR UaiVed Whe iVVXe Rf defRUeVWaWiRQ. She VXggeVWed PaQdaWR ry due diligence for 
supply chains. Hogan pointed out that the Committee could put forward proposals & gave the 
UegXlaWiRQ RQ cRQflicW PiQeUalV, Zhich eQWeUV iQWR fRUce iQ 2021 aV aQ e[aPSle. ³We Pade a lRW 
Rf SURgUeVV,´ he Vaid. ³TUade caQ Sla\ a SaUW.´ German ID member Markus Buchheit raised the 
iPSacW Rf WUade dealV RQ faUPeUV. ³WheQ Ze lRRk aW MeUcRVXU WheUe aUe cRQceUQV,´ he Vaid. 
³HRZ aUe \RX gRiQg WR deal ZiWh WhaW?´ The RXWgRiQg EU FaUP chief Vaid he XQdeUVWRRd Whe 
iQdXVWU\¶V cRQceUQV, Zhile iQWeUQaWiRQal WUade accRUdV had SURdXced ³a SRViWiYe RXWcRPe fRU 
agUicXlWXUe RYeUall.´ IQ Whe bilaWeUal deal ZiWh Whe LaWiQ APeUicaQ WUade blRc, he belieYed Whe 
liPiWed YRlXPe Rf TaUiff RaWe QXRWaV (TRQV) PeaQW Whe RXWcRPe ZaV balaQced. BelgiXP¶V 
Geert Bourgeois (ECR) Vaid he belieYed iQ fUee & faiU WUade bXW ³Ze Qeed WR SURWecW RXUVelYeV 
agaiQVW XQfaiU dXPSiQg.´ WRXld HRgaQ Wake WiPel\ PeaVXUeV ³WR SURWecW ZhRle VecWRUV & Whe 
jobs therein? The Commissioner-deVigQaWe Vaid WhaW UeVSRQVeV Qeeded WR be faVWeU. ³WhaW 
Ze¶Ue lRRkiQg aW YeU\ iQWeQViYel\ « iV hRZ Ze caQ geW eaUlieU UeVRlXWiRQ,´ he Vaid. He fRcXVed 
on a row over Colombian measures on Belgian frozen fries. Bourgeois suggested it was a job 
fRU Whe QeZ Chief TUade EQfRUcePeQW OfficeU. GeUPaQ\¶V (Die LiQke) Helmut Scholz 
(GUE/NGL) alVR UaiVed Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf dXe diligeQce iQ Whe VXSSl\ chaiQ.´ If WhiV CRPPiWWee 
decideV WR SUiRUiWiVe WhiV iQiWiaWiYe RQ dXe diligeQce « I¶d be YeU\ haSS\ WR eQgage ZiWh \RX 
RQ ZhaW Whe VcRSe Rf WhaW SaUWicXlaU SURSRVal VhRXld be,´ Hogan said.  
 

STELLAR PERFORMANCE BY HEALTH COMMISSIONER-

DESIGNATE KYRIAKIDES 
Cypriot Health Commissioner-designate Stella Kyriakides focussed on an all-encompassing 
approach to health at her confirmation hearing with MEPs on October 1. Challenged by 
members of the Environment, Public Health & Food Safety Committee, the Cypriot lawmaker 
promised action on endocrine disruptors & pledged that more would be done to protect bees 
from damage by pesticides. The vocal advocate for cancer awareness back in her native 
Cyprus repeatedly told the meeting she would do more to tackle cancer. The Democratic Rally 
(EPP) politician & former clinical psychologist began the hearing by stressing her 
commitment to make a mark in patient care in Europe & as a breast cancer survivor herself 
expressed her dedication to contribute to the fight against the disease. Speaking almost 
entirely in English in a meeting at which most MEPs spoke in their native languages, 
Kyriakides opened by saying that health issues were of the utmost impor tance for European 
ciWi]eQV & WhaW Whe EU had VRPe Rf Whe ZRUld¶V higheVW VWaQdaUdV iQ aQiPal & SlaQW healWh. 
Collective health in society depended on individual health & also on having a healthy planet. 
³HealWh iV aQ aUea ZheUe Whe EU VhRXld VWUiYe fRU PRUe,´ Vhe Vaid. The 63-year-old would be 
³WhUilled WR lead RXU ZRUk RQ Whe QeZ FaUP WR FRUk SWUaWeg\ RQ VXVWaiQable fRRd,´ WelliQg 
MEPs that they would be key partners. It would involve addressing risks like endocrine 
diVUXSWeUV & ³UedXciQg RXU deSeQdeQce RQ SeVWicideV.´ ³We alVR Qeed WR cRPe dRZQ RQ iVVXeV 
VXch aV fRRd fUaXd,´ Vhe added. 
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During the question & answer session, Swedish Socialist MEP Jytte Guteland stressed that 
exposure to even low doses of endocrine disrupters could lead to a range of diseaseV. ³IW¶V QRW 
SRVVible fRU hXPaQV WR aYRid WheVe VXbVWaQceV,´ Vhe Vaid calliQg fRU ³SURSeU hRUi]RQWal 
PeaVXUeV,´ ³iQVWead Rf hidiQg behiQd Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V YeU\ Zeak VWUaWeg\.´ K\UiakideV 
pointed out that endocrine disrupters were expressly mentioned in heU PiVViRQ leWWeU. ³IW VhRZV 
Ze¶Ue gRiQg WR dR PRUe,´ Vhe Vaid. The PaWeUialV ZeUe gRiQg WR be ³aQ iPSRUWaQW SaUW Rf Whe 
ZRUk Rf Whe CRPPiVViRQ.´ FUeQch MEP PaVcal CaQfiQ, ZhR bUiefl\ UeliQTXiVhed Whe ChaiU Rf 
the meeting to speak on behalf of Renew Europe, called on Kyriakides to support reductions in 
pesticide use. The Commission-hopeful pointed out that there was already strong legislation 
RQ SeVWicideV bXW iW "ZaV QRW SURSeUl\ iPSlePeQWed.´ She hRSed WhaW chaQgeV iQ Whe geQeUal 
food law would be helpful iQ WhaW diUecWiRQ. ³I caQ cRPPiW WR decUeaViQg Whe deSeQdeQce Ze 
haYe RQ SeVWicideV,´ Whe fRUPeU PUeVideQW Rf Whe PaUliaPeQWaU\ AVVePbl\ Rf Whe CRXQcil Rf 
Europe (October 2017-January 2018) said. If appointed as the next EU Health chief, the 
Cypriot politician would also invest in funding for low-UiVk alWeUQaWiYeV. ³CiWi]eQV aUe YeU\ 
cRQceUQed,´ Vhe Vaid. ³We Qeed WR UeVSecW WheP.´  
 
Canfin raised the impact on bees & called for a commitment from Kyriakides to follow the 
EFSA proposal. She responded by sayiQg WhaW ³WheUe Zill be QR lRZeUiQg Rf Whe baU RQ bee 
SURWecWiRQ, RU RWheU SRlliQaWRUV.´ The EU¶V e[ec had baQQed WhUee QeRQicRWiQRidV iQ 2013, bXW 
WheUe had beeQ diffeUeQceV iQ Whe aSSlicaWiRQ Rf EFSA¶V gXidaQce RQ beeV. ³We Qeed WR fiQd a 
cRQVeQVXV,´ K\Uiakides added. Michèle Rivasi of the Green/EFA group said that the 
CRPPiWWee had ³a lRW Rf aUgXPeQWV ZiWh \RXU SUedeceVVRU RQ SeVWicideV, SaUWicXlaUl\ eQdRcUiQe 
diVUXSWeUV & gl\ShRVaWe.´ ³PeVWicideV VhRXld QRW be XVed if Whe\ haYe a chURQic effecW RQ 
beeV,´ Whe FUeQch MEP Vaid. IQ UeVSRQVe, K\UiakideV Vaid Vhe cRXld heaU Whe fUXVWUaWiRQ. ³I caQ 
commit to trying to build a consensus so we can become more effective (&) apply the 
legiVlaWiRQ,´ Vhe SURPiVed. RiYaVi cRPSlaiQed WhaW Whe ZRXld-be Commissioner was not being 
bRld eQRXgh. ³Make iW a SRliWical iVVXe, QRW a WechQical RQe,´ Vhe Vaid. FellRZ GUeeQ MEP 
from Luxembourg Tilly Metz raised the issue of GMOs. She wanted to know if the 
Commissioner-deVigQaWe ZRXld ³cRPPiW WR UeVSecWiQg dePRcUac\ & WR liVWeQiQg, as you said, 
caUefXll\ WR PaUliaPeQW & Whe MePbeU SWaWeV RQ WhiV iVVXe,´ & ³VWRS Va\iQg µ\eV¶ WR GMOV 
ZheQ WheUe¶V QR TXalified PajRUiW\ iQ faYRXU.´ ³DeciViRQV Qeed WR be baVed RQ VcieQce,´ 
K\UiakideV iQViVWed. ³EFSA aXWhRUiVeV RQl\ Vafe GMOV.´ CRPPeQWiQg a fter the 3-hour 
gUilliQg, PeWeU LieVe MEP, EPP GURXS SSRkeVSeUVRQ fRU COMENVI Vaid he had ³QR dRXbW WhaW 
SWella K\UiakideV Zill be aQ e[celleQW HealWh CRPPiVViRQeU.´ ³AVide fURP ZRUkiQg iQ Whe 
domain of health, she also has practical experience as a clinical psychologist. Her professional 
aptitude is undisputed, as she impressively demonstrated today,´ Whe GeUPaQ eXUR-deputy from 
Olsberg concluded. All the main EP political groups ± with the exception of Identity & 
Democracy (ID) - backed the Cypriot candidate, while the (Associated) COMAGRI also gave 
her the green light.  
 

TIMMERMANS PUSHES GREEN MESSAGE IN CONFIDENT 

DISPLAY AT EP HEARING 

Commission Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans came out fighting for a greener EU 
at his hearing before MEPs on October 8. In his confident pitch for the job of piloting the 
µEXURSeaQ GUeeQ Deal, Whe DXWch SRcialiVW SRliWiciaQ claVhed ZiWh UighW -wing MEPs, who 
TXeVWiRQed Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V QeZ cliPaWe & eQYiURQPeQW fRcXVVed diUecWiRQ, iQ a SRliVhed 
performance that delivered a strong message, largely well-received by euro-deputies. During 
the course of the 3-hour audition, the graduate in French language & literature spoke largely 
in English, but also in French, Italian & his native Dutch. [Though not required at this meeting, 

the notable linguist is also fluent in Russian].  Referring to what needs to be done on 
environment & climate, he told COMENVI (with associated ITRE & TRAN Committees) that 
³WhiV iV QRW gRiQg WR be eaV\.´ ³We aUe faced ZiWh a challeQge WhaW iV WUXl\ e[iVWeQWial.´ ECON, 
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AGRI & REGI MEPs were also invited to attend the confirmation hearing.  ³The GUeeQ Deal 
caQ helS VRlYe SURblePV & iPSURYe life,´ Whe LabRXU PaUW\ (PaUWij YaQ de AUbeid) SRliWiciaQ 
said, promising a new climate law within 100 days to enshUiQe iQ legiVlaWiRQ Whe EU¶V 2050 
climate neutrality objective. The action already taken by the EU to tackle climate change had 
QRW haUPed Whe EXURSeaQ ecRQRP\. AV VRRQ aV SRVVible, he ZRXld ³SXW fRUZaUd legiVlaWiYe 
proposals that will help us to reduce emiVViRQV b\ aW leaVW 50%, RU eYeQ beWWeU, b\ 55%,´ b\ 
2030. ³We Zill SUeVeQW a URbXVW & aPbiWiRXV biRdiYeUViW\ VWUaWeg\ fRU 2030,´ Whe fRUPeU DXWch 
Foreign Minister (2012-2014) elabRUaWed. ³AV ZiWh cliPaWe, Ze VhRXld lead RQ WhiV 
ZRUldZide.´ OQe Za\ WR dR What was in the food sector, something which would be set out in 
Whe fRUWhcRPiQg VXVWaiQable µFaUP WR FRUk SWUaWeg\¶.  
 
Dutch MEP Esther de Lange (EPP) raised the question of the effect on communities of closing 
cRalPiQeV. ³We haYe gRW WR lRRk afWeU RXU RZQ VecWRUV,´ Vhe Vaid. TiPPeUPaQV SRiQWed RXW 
WhaW hiV fRUebeaUV had beeQ PiQeUV. ³SRPeWiPeV iW¶V YeU\ difficXlW fRU WhaW WUaQViWiRQ WR be a 
VPRRWh SURceVV,´ he Vaid. ³We haYe gRW RXU dXW\ WR helS WhRVe UegiRQV WR a QeZ ecRQRP\.´ 
Swedish Socialist Jytte GutelaQd called fRU ³VSecific iPPediaWe acWiRQ´ WR eliPiQaWe Whe UiVe iQ 
temperatures to 1.5°. The would-be Executive Vice-President said that argument would be 
PRUe cRQYiQciQg ³if Ze caQ back iW XS ZiWh VcieQce & UeVeaUch.´ SWXdieV ZeUe cXUUeQWl\ beiQg 
undertakeQ. ³I Zill be e[WUePel\ VXUSUiVed if Whe RXWcRPe Zill be aQ\WhiQg RWheU WhaQ 55% b\ 
2030.´ FRU ReQeZ EXURSe, FiQlaQd¶V NilV TRUYaldV aVked if WheUe ZaV VXfficieQW fle[ibiliW\ iQ 
legiVlaWiRQ WR Pake iW haSSeQ. ³MaQ\ DiUecWiYeV Zill haYe WR be UeQeZed,´ Timmermans 
UeVSRQded, addiQg WhaW ³iQdXVWU\ haV ZRkeQ XS WR WhiV.´ IWaliaQ Lega eXUR -deputy Silvia 
SaUdRQe (ID gURXS) accXVed Whe CRPPiVViRQ Rf ³haQgiQg fURP Whe liSV Rf GUeWa ThXQbeUg.´ 
³CRQVideU WheUe aUe SeRSle aURXQd ZhR dRQ¶W haYe a URRf RYeU WheiU headV,´ Vhe Vaid. ³ThiV iV 
a hXge PaUkeWiQg e[eUciVe.´ The QeZ EXURSeaQ GUeeQ Deal ZaV ³cRPSleWel\ XQRbWaiQable & 
ideRlRgical.´ TiPPeUPaQV¶V aQVZeU, iQ IWaliaQ, ZaV diUecW. ³HRZ Zeak dR \RXU aUgXPeQWV 
have to be if you resort to attacking a 16-year-Rld giUl?´ he said, to applause from MEPs. The 
eloquent orator reminded the 36-year-old politician from Milan that renewal energy had 
becRPe cheaSeU WhaQ cRQYeQWiRQal. She UeVSRQded ZiWh ³hRZ Zeak dReV Whe CRPPiVViRQ haYe 
to be when you have to hide behind the skirt of a 16-year-Rld giUl?´ ³DR \RX Ueall\ WhiQk WhaW 
Whe bRWWleV RQ IWaliaQ beacheV flRaW iQ fURP Whe FaU EaVW?´ Whe DXWchPaQ aVked, UeVSRQdiQg WR 
SaUdRQe¶V iQViVWeQce WhaW RWheU SaUWV Rf Whe ZRUld ZeUe UeVSRQVible fRU SRllXWiRQ. He ZRXld 
take that message to IWal\, ³WR \RXU cRQVWiWXeQWV.´ The ECR¶V Ale[aQdU VRQdUa Vaid, ZiWh a 
hiQW Rf VaUcaVP, ³ZelcRPe WR Whe UeYRlXWiRQ.´ ³I¶P cRQceUQed WhaW Whe EXURSeaQ GUeeQ Deal 
Zill cRVW XV PRUe WhaQ RXU VRcieWieV aUe able WR VXVWaiQ,´ Whe C]ech SRliWiciaQ & fRUPeU 
Defence Minister (2010-2012) ZeQW RQ. ³OQ WhiV Ze diVagUee,´ Vaid TiPPeUPaQV. ³We VhRXld 
Pake a cRQYiQciQg aUgXPeQW « WhaW Whe\ VhRXld gUeeQ WheiU Wa[ V\VWeP,´ he VWaWed.  
 

TIMMERMANS MUST DELIVER FARM-FRIENDLY CLIMATE 

MEASURES IN µGREEN DEAL¶ - COPA-COGECA 
Farm organisation Copa-Cogeca wrote to Executive Vice-President designate Frans 
Timmermans ahead of his EP hearing on October 8 with a list of proposals on climate 
mitigation in the sector. They want to see the costs borne by all parts of the food chain in a 
syVWeP Zhich WakeV iQWR accRXQW iQdXVWU\¶V cRQWUibXWiRQ WhURXgh caUbRQ VeTXeVWUaWiRQ, helSV WR 
change energy use & recognises the need to be open to new technology. In a four -page letter 
(dated October 7), Secretary-General Pekka Pesonen reminds the Dutch politician that 
³faUPeUV aUe Whe fiUVW WR feel Whe iPSacW Rf cliPaWe chaQge & PXVW cRSe ZiWh Whe iQcUeaViQg 
cRVW Rf adaSWaWiRQ & PiWigaWiRQ.´ IQ PRYiQg WR a caUbRQ QeXWUal ecRQRP\, iW iV ³fXQdaPeQWal WR 
design sustainable policies & programmes that accompany our farmers & their cooperatives 
WRZaUdV WhiV WUaQViWiRQ & UecRgQi]e Whe iPSRUWaQce Rf e[iVWiQg WRRlV.´ The lRbb\ RUgaQiVaWiRQ 
ZaQWV WR Vee caUbRQ VeTXeVWUaWiRQ ³WakeQ iQWR accRXQW ZheQ iPSlePeQWiQg Whe legiVlaWiYe 
iQVWUXPeQWV RQ cliPaWe,´ ZiWh a caUbRQ PaUkeW RU cUediWiQg VchePeV. TheUe¶V a call fRU a faUP 
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energy programme to reduce on-farm consumption of fossil fuels & increase substitution by 
renewables.  
 
The umbrella group also stresses that the European Green Deal should include a new forestry 
strateg\. PeVRQeQ callV RQ faUPeUV¶ behalf fRU Whe XVe Rf ³cXWWiQg-edge technologies such as 
QeZ SlaQW bUeediQg WechQiTXeV, aUWificial iQWelligeQce (AI) & digiWal WechQRlRgieV.´ A chaSWeU 
on climate change should be included in all trade agreements, while Copa-Cogeca advises 
cRQVideUiQg caUbRQ bRUdeU Wa[eV ³ZiWh caUe´ becaXVe Whe\ Pa\ iQcUeaVe iQSXW cRVWV. FaUPeUV 
Qeed ³eQYiURQPeQWal legiVlaWiRQ WhaW UecRgQiVeV WheiU effRUWV & giYeV WheP eQRXgh fle[ibiliW\ 
to use natural resources more efficiently, while ensuring fRRd VecXUiW\,´ Whe Vice-President 
deVigQaWe iV WRld. PURdXceUV alVR ZaQW Whe EU WR Pake VXUe WhaW ³SlaQW & aQiPal geQeV & 
genetic natural traits which can be found in nature or obtained through mutagenesis are not 
SaWeQWable.´  
 
On plans for a circular ecRQRP\ & Whe µFaUP WR FRUk¶ SWUaWeg\ fRU VXVWaiQable fRRd, PeVRQeQ 
notes the success of the EU in finding alternatives to fossil -based materials & calls for the 
updated Bio-ecRQRP\ SWUaWeg\ WR be ³a ke\ cRPSRQeQW Rf Whe EXURSeaQ GUeeQ Deal.´ Hailing 
from a family farm in Juva in Savo County (Eastern Finland), the former State Secretary 
(January 2005-April 2007) also reminds the Dutch politician that the cost of implementing a 
QeZ SRlic\ PXch be ³bRUQe b\ all, fURP faUPeUV aQd SURceVVors to retailers & consuPeUV,´ 
with the most vulnerable protected from unintended consequences.  
 

SINKEVIýIUS MAKES CLIMATE PLEDGE AT EP HEARING 
LiWhXaQia¶V CRPPiVViRQeU-designate Virginijus SiQkeYiþiXV (Environment & Oceans) pledged 
to address biodiversity loss, deliver on the zero pollution ambition & work on a new circular 
economy action plan during his 5-year mandate. At his confirmation hearing before the 
Environment, Public Health & Food Safety and Fisheries Committees (October 3), the former 
Minister of Economy & Innovation (2017-present) said his key priority, if confirmed, would 
be ³WR make the Green Deal a reality on the gURXQd.´ Under the leadership of Executive Vice-
President Frans Timmermans, the 28-year-old politician from the Lithuanian Farmers & 
Greens Union, pledged to represent Europe at the Convention for Biological Diversity in 
China next year. Having completed a Bachelor of Economic & Social Studies in Aberystwyth 
University (2009-2012), with a Master of Arts in European Studies from Maastricht University, 
SinkevLþLXV has been Deputy Leader of the agrarian political party since 2016. 
 

SZiWchiQg beWZeeQ LiWhXaQiaQ & EQgliVh, he YRZed WR deliYeU ³QeZ VWaQdaUdV fRU 
biRdiYeUViW\´ iQ WUade, iQdXVWU\, agUicXlWXUe & Whe ecRQRP\ aQd called RQ MEPV WR ³helS iQ 
mainstreaming biRdiYeUViW\ acURVV EU & QaWiRQal SRlicieV.´ He alVR SlaQV WR e[WeQd ciUcXlaU 
economy policies to new sectors such as textiles, food & the information & communications 
WechQRlRg\ VecWRU. SiQkeYiþiXV Vaid Whe µFaUP WR FRUk¶ iQiWiaWiYe ³haV WR be a YeU\ gR od tool to 
halW defRUeVWaWiRQ.´ ³FRUeVWV haYe WR be SURWecWed & PaiQWaiQed,´ he cRQWiQXed, Zhile ³Ze 
haYe WR kQRZ ZhaW Whe VXSSl\ chaiQ iV « iW PXVW be a defRUeVWaWiRQ-fUee VXSSl\ chaiQ.´ ³We 
Qeed WR liVWeQ´ WR cliPaWe SURWeVWV, he VWaWed, addiQg WhaW Whe recent marches across the globe 
showed his generation was ready to take action. On fisheries, the former member of the 
Lithuanian Parliament (Seimas) pledged to fully implement the Common Fisheries Policy & 
its upcoming evaluation, insisting that the EU must remain a global leader for sustainable 
fisheries & ocean governance. The hearing was co-chaired by Chair of the Environment 
Committee Pascal Canfin (Renew Europe, FR) & his colleague Chris Davies (Renew Europe, 
UK) in charge of Fisheries. COMAGRI was an associated Committee.  
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FUTURE EU BUDGET CHIEF HAHN WANTS MFF TALKS 

WRAPPED UP BY CHRISTMAS 
Commissioner-designate for Budget & Administration, Johannes Hahn, is pushing for an 
agreement on the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF) by the end of this year. During his 
audition on October 3 befRUe Whe EP¶V BXdgeWV & BXdgeWaU\ CRQWURl CRPPiWWeeV (Legal 
Affairs Committee was associated), the 61-year-Rld AXVWUiaQ SRliWiciaQ Vaid he ³ZRXld VSaUe 
no effort to facilitate a timely agreement & avoid any damaging de lays in the launch of the 
new 2021-2027 MFF SURgUaPPeV.´ Returning to the chamber for a third time as 
Commissioner-deVigQaWe, Whe AXVWUiaQ PeRSle¶V PaUW\ SRliWiciaQ (EPP) Vaid Whe EU bXdgeW ZaV 
a ³SRlic\ caVW iQ QXPbeUV,´ deVcUibiQg iW aV a ³ke\ eQableU & one of the most visible tools to 
illXVWUaWe Whe CRPPXQiW\ SUiQciSleV Rf VXbVidiaUiW\ & VRlidaUiW\ WR iWV ciWi]eQV.´ IW ZaV ³YiWal WR 
deSlR\ fiQaQcial UeVRXUceV « WR helS WXUQ SRliWical gXideliQeV iQWR UeVXlWV,´ he added, 
underlining the negative impact of a long-term budget any smaller than the one proposed by 
Whe EU¶V e[ecXWiYe. The MFF SURSRVal fURP Whe RXWgRiQg CRPPiVViRQ ZaV a ³VRlid baViV WR 
ZRUk RQ,´ he added, XQdeUliQiQg Whe Qeed WR ideQWif\ VRPe ³WaUgeWed adjXVWPeQWV WR eQVXUe WhaW 
funds reach commuQiWieV WhaW aUe PRVW iQ Qeed.´ SZiWchiQg defWl\ beWZeeQ EQgliVh & GeUPaQ, 
the outgoing Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy & Enlargement (since 2014) 
iQViVWed WhaW ³XQdeU QR ciUcXPVWaQceV « should the MFF plans end up lower than the 
CRPPiVViRQ,´ which he describes as ³XQiPagiQable.´ FRllRZiQg VRPe ³PRYePeQW aPRQg Whe 
more hard-liQe cRXQWUieV,´ he YRZed WR ³fiQd allieV,´ SledgiQg WR gR WR Whe ³diffeUeQW caSiWalV 
WhaW ZaQW a lRZ bXdgeW,´ if cRQfiUPed. 
 
The move to earmark 25% of the budget for climaWe chaQge ZaV ³alUead\ aPbiWiRXV, bXW QRW 
Whe eQd Rf Whe URad,´ HahQ VWaWed, addiQg WhaW CRPPXQiW\ fXQdiQg ZaV YiWal fRU digiWaliVaWiRQ, 
iQQRYaWiRQ, UeVeaUch & edXcaWiRQ aQd Whe PRYe WRZaUdV Whe ³gUeeQ WUaQViWiRQ.´ The lRQg -term 
fiQaQcial SeUVSecWiYeV ³VhRXld QRW be VeeQ iQ iVRlaWiRQ,´ he added, bXW UaWheU aV a ³cUXcial 
caWal\VW fRU SXblic & SUiYaWe iQYeVWPeQWV´ WR addUeVV cliPaWe chaQge, fRVWeU iQQRYaWiRQ & 
encourage projects with a common European interest. The former Austrian Minister for 
Science & Research (2007-2010) Vaid he ZaV cRPPiWWed WR Whe e[WeQViRQ Rf µRZQ UeVRXUceV¶ 
inc. the plastic bag levy, expansion of the ETS trading scheme to aviation & maritime 
transport and a cross-border carbon tax as floated by President-elect Ursula von der Leyen. 
Holding responsibility for Administration, Hahn committed to greater equality in the 
institutions. The ex-Commissioner for Regional Policy (2010-2014) pledged to deliver a 
³digiWal fRcXVed´ ageQda, ZiWh Whe CRPPiVViRQ ³leadiQg b\ e[aPSle.´ WheQ aVked abRXW 
contingency measures in the event of no agreement on the financial perspectives, he promised 
WR dR hiV ³XWPRVW WR haYe aQ agUeePeQW iQ gRRd WiPe « WR haYe a UeVXlW b\ Whe eQd Rf Whe 
ZiQWeU.´ IW ZaV ³QRW aSSURSUiaWe WR Walk abRXW deadliQeV UighW QRZ aV iW ZRX ld vent pressure on 
Whe QegRWiaWRUV,´ he RXWliQed. AQ\ cRQWiQgeQc\ SlaQV ³ZRXld diVWUacW SeRSle fURP Whe ceQWUal 
aiP WR geW Whe MFF VigQed, Vealed & deliYeUed´ & VhRXld RQl\ be XVed aV a ³laVW UeVRUW.´  The 
Commission-hopeful also underlined the importance Rf Whe µJXVW TUaQViWiRQ FXQd,¶ aiPed aW 
supporting regions to move away from CO2 intensive industries & energy sources to more 
climate-friendly alternatives. Investment in technological upgrades towards a low-carbon 
ecRQRP\ & UeWUaiQiQg iV ke\ WR ³acceleUate the whole process & act as a catalyst to drive 
iQYeVWPeQW fRUZaUd,´ HahQ added.  
 

³COHaU ULVN´ RI EXGJHW GHOa\V, EP:  The EP haV ZaUQed Rf a ³cleaU UiVk´ WhaW Whe 2021-
2027 EU iQYeVWPeQW SlaQ ³Zill QRW be VXcceVVfXll\ agUeed iQ WiPe ZiWh CRXQcil´, calliQ g for a 
contingency plan to mitigate consequences for citizens & businesses, as delays will cause 
funding disruption from 2021. In a resolution adopted by 426 votes to 163, with 67 abstentions 
(October 10), MEPs confirmed the position of the previous Parliament on the next Multi-
annual Financial Framework (November 2018) - 1.3% of GNI & new EU own resources. The 
EP ZaQWV WR VWeS XS cliPaWe SURWecWiRQ, VWUeVViQg Whe ³XUgeQW Qeed fRU aQRWheU TXaQWXP leaS iQ 
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SRliWical & fiQaQcial effRUWV´ WR achieYe Whe RbjecW ives of the Paris Climate accord. The House 
is also seeking clarity on how political promises made by Commission President -elect Ursula 
von der Leyen in July will impact the long-term financial perspectives.  
 

MEPs OPPOSE GLYPHOSATE-RESISTANT GMOs 
MEPs voted to reject Commission plans to allow imports of three glyphosate & glufosinate 
ammonium-resistant GMOs at the mini-plenary session in Brussels on October 10. The non-
binding resolutions covered products consisting of or containing the Genetically Modified 
(GM) products maize MZHG0JG, maize MON 89034 & soybean A2704-12 (renewal). For the 
biotech maize MZHG0JG, there were 436 votes in favour to 208 against & 16 abstentions, 435 
votes in favour, 207 against & 18 abstentions (maize MON 89034) & 426 votes in favour to 
208 against & with 20 abstentions (soybean A2704-12). The maize & soybean varieties 
involved are tolerant to glyphosate-based & glufosinate ammonium-based herbicides. MEPs 
pointed out that there are a number of studies showing that herbicide tolerant GM crops result 
in higher use of weed killers. They may be exposed to repeated doses leading to higher 
residues. 
 
MEPs (led by the Greens) held a debate with the Commission on the authorisation process for 
biotech crops on October 9, something which has regularly been criticised by the assembly 
befRUe. CRQceUQV ZeUe UaiVed abRXW Whe URle Rf Whe EU aV Whe ZRUld¶V VecRQd laUgeVW VR\ 
importer, with the majority of that crop entering the union being used as animal feed. Soy 
production is a key driver of defRUeVWaWiRQ iQ SRXWh APeUica & Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V RZQ 
aQal\ViV VhRZV WhaW WhRVe iPSRUWV aUe Whe EU¶V QXPbeU RQe cRQWUibXWRU WR glRbal defRUeVWaWiRQ. 
A survey carried out across the EU had found that almost 90% of respondents think that new 
laws are needed to make sure that products sold in the EU do not contribute to deforestation. 
MEPs also reminded the Commission that every authorisation of a GM product it has made 
since the introduction of the current system has been without the support of a qualified 
majority of Member States, turning something that should be an exception into the norm. 
DXUiQg hiV addUeVV iQ Whe chaPbeU, HealWh CRPPiVViRQeU V\WeQiV AQdUiXkaiWiV Vaid Whe EU¶V 
GMO aXWhRUiVaWiRQ SURcedXUe ZaV ³eVWabliVhed b\ EU laZ.´ IW iV ³VcieQce -based & relies on a 
scientific assessment performed by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA), 
iQdeSeQdeQWl\ Rf Whe CRPPiVViRQ,´ he RXWliQed. MePbeU SWaWeV hidiQg behiQd Whe CRPPiVViRQ 
ZaV ³YeU\ diVaSSRiQWiQg & XQVaWiVfacWRU\,´ he added, SRiQWiQg WR SUeYiRXV SURSRValV ³WR 
PRdif\ EU legiVlaWiRQ RQ cRPiWRlRg\ VR aV WR eQVXUe PRUe WUaQVSaUeQc\,´ ZheUe ³liWWle 
SURgUeVV haV beeQ Pade.´ 
 

MEPs AGREE 2020 BUDGET RESOLUTION 
MEPV agUeed a UeVRlXWiRQ VeWWiQg Whe 2020 EU bXdgeW aW alPRVW ¼171 billiRQ iQ cRPPiWPeQW 
appropriatioQV (+¼2.7bQ cRPSaUed WR Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V dUafW bXdgeW) & ¼159.1bQ iQ Sa\PeQWV 
at the plenary session in Strasbourg on October 23 inc. aQ addiWiRQal ¼30 PilliRQ iQ EU 
support for pigmeat, poultry, bee-keeSiQg & RWheU aQiPal SURdXcWV & ¼88P fRU halWiQg & 
reversing biodiversity loss [see table]. The HRXVe bRRVWed Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V dUafW bXdgeW b\ 
addiQg PRUe WhaQ ¼2bQ WR cliPaWe SURWecWiRQ & iQcUeaVed Whe YRXWh EPSlR\PeQW IQiWiaWiYe & 
Erasmus+ programmes, with euro-deSXWieV YieZiQg Qe[W \eaU¶V BXdgeW aV Whe ³last chance for 
the EU to come closer to meeting the political commitments set for that period, including 
WRZaUdV UeachiQg Whe blRc¶V cliPaWe WaUgeW.´ IW VhRXld alVR SaYe Whe Za\ fRU Whe Qe[W fiQaQcial 
perspectives (2021-2027). 
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The Parliament budgetary resolution*, voted through by 529 votes to 130, with 43 abstentions, 
UeiQVWaWeV all CRXQcil cXWV WR Whe CAP bXdgeW & VeWV aV SUiRUiWieV ³VXVWaiQable gURZWh, 
innovation, competitiveness, security, tackling root causes of refugees & migration flows, 
managing refugee & migration 
flows, the fight against climate 
change & the transition to 
VXVWaiQable eQeUg\´. GeQeUal 
Rapporteur for the 2020 EU Budget, 
GeUPaQ\¶V MRQika HRhlPeieU 
(EPP) said Whe YRWe ³VhRZV 
PaUliaPeQW¶V XQiWed fURQW & a 
common understanding among the 
political groups: ambitious climate 
targets & environmental protection 
can go hand in hand with 
programmes that create new jobs, 
support European research & 
development facilities & boost 
cRPSeWiWiYeQeVV.´ MEPV alVR 
³cRQfiUPed RXU cRPPiWPeQW WR 
further increase the Youth 
Employment Initiative, Erasmus+ & 
DiVcRYeUEU « WR SURYide 18-year-
olds with Interrail tickets to give 
them the opportunity to discover a 
EXURSe ZiWhRXW bRUdeUV,´ the CSU 
euro-deputy from München added.  
In response, Council informed the 
EP that it could not accept all of the 
amendments for the 2020 EU Budget adopted in plenary, thus triggering a 3-week conciliation 
process, which was due to kick off on October 29 (until November 18). Commenting, 
FiQlaQd¶V SWaWe SecUeWaU\ iQ Whe MiQiVWU\ Rf FiQaQce & chief CRXQcil QegRWiaWRU fRU Whe 2020 
BXdgeW, KiPPR TiilikaiQeQ e[SUeVVed hiV VaWiVfacWiRQ WhaW Whe CRXQcil & EP ³VhaUe PaQ\ 
SUiRUiWieV fRU Qe[W \eaU¶V bXdgeW,´ ZiWh ³jRb cUeaWiRQ, fighWiQg cliPaWe chaQge « VecXUiW\ & 
PigUaWiRQ, & fRcXViQg iQ SaUWicXlaU RQ \RXQg SeRSle´ aW Whe cRUe. IW ³SURYideV a gRRd baViV fRU 
our efforts to agree on a budget with appropriate funding levels for the different programmes 
& areas, based on a SUXdeQW & UealiVWic aSSURach & Whe beVW iQWeUeVW Rf EXURSeaQ Wa[Sa\eUV.´  
The first meeting of the Conciliation Committee is scheduled for November 4, with another 
slated for November 15 which normally goes on until the wee hours. The ECOFIN/Budget 
Council on the same day (November 15) is expected to give the Presidency guidance in its 
talks with the EP. If no agreement is reached by midnight on November 18, the Commission 
PXVW Wable a QeZ dUafW bXdgeW fRU 2020, Zhich ZRXld fall XQdeU a ³faVW -WUacked´ SURcedure, so 
it could be wrapped up for the December 16-19 plenary session in Strasbourg. The final EU 
Budget for 2019 is expected to be adopted at an EP plenary session by the end of the year, 
with EP officials hopeful of an accord at the November II plenary session (25-28). 
*See https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html (under October 23);  

 

EP TOUGH ON BEE PROTECTION 
The EP blocked a Commission proposal on October 23 after Member States watered down 
draft legislation that seeks to eliminate pesticides that pose the greatest danger to pollinators. 
Following the adoption of a resolution with an absolute majority - 533 votes to 67 & 100 
abstentions - MEPs effectivel\ VeQW Whe CRPPiVViRQ ³back WR Whe dUaZiQg bRaUd´, UeTXeVWiQg 
policy-makers to table a new proposal based on the latest scientific & technical knowledge. 

Nomenclature 

Above Draft 
Budget  

(Commitments) 

05 02 15 99 - Other measures for 
pigmeat, poultry, eggs, bee-keeping, 
other animal products +30 000 000 

05 02 18 - School schemes  +2 000 000 

07 02 01 - Contributing to a greener 
& more resource-efficient economy 
& to the development & 
implementation of Union 
environmental policy & legislation  +62 000 000 

07 02 02 - Halting & reversing 
biodiversity loss +88 000 000 

07 02 03 - Supporting better 
environmental governance & 
information at all levels +20 000 000 

07 02 06 - European Environment 
Agency  +1 300 000 

11 06 62 01 - Scientific advice & 
knowledge +1 000 000 

34 02 01 - Reducing Union 
greenhouse gas emissions +35 000 000 

34 02 02 - Increasing the resilience 
of the Union to climate change +20 000 000 

34 02 03 - Better climate governance 
& information at all levels +8 000 000 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
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The original draft was intended to incorporate into EU law the European Food Safety 
AXWhRUiW\¶V (EFSA) 2013 guidance to cut the use of pesticides that harm bees. The guidance 
indicated how pesticides should be tested, in order to protect bees from both acute & chronic 
exposure, with chemicals remaining on the market only if they pass these new tests.  
 
During discussions at Committee level, over a dozen Member States opposed the full 
implementation of the 2013 bee guidance, forcing the Commission into a tricky compromise. 
MEPV Vaid Whe dUafW We[W ³RQl\ iQWURdXceV PRdificaWiRQV ... ZiWh UegaUd WR acXWe WR[ic ity to 
honeybees, but remains silent on chronic toxicity to honeybees, as well as on toxicity to 
bXPble beeV & VRliWaU\ beeV´. The We[W ³ZRXld QRW chaQge Whe leYel Rf SURWecWiRQ´ alUead\ iQ 
place, they add. Commenting after the vote, Environment Committee Chair Pascal Canfin said 
³b\ RSSRViQg eYalXaWiRQ cUiWeUia Zhich aUe faU WRR Zeak giYeQ Whe daQgeU WhaW SeVWicideV SRVe 
to bees, we wanted to ask a simple question: are we serious about protecting the environment? 
Are we serious about protecting living orgaQiVPV? AUe Ze VeUiRXV abRXW Whe GUeeQ Deal?´ The 
SURPiQeQW FUeQch MEP (ReQeZ EXURSe) Vaid Whe UeVXlW ZaV ³YeU\ cleaU « a YeU\ laUge 
PajRUiW\ Rf Whe EP did QRW ZaQW ZaWeUed dRZQ legiVlaWiRQ RQ Whe SURWecWiRQ Rf beeV.´ ReceQW 
Commission studies indicate a dramatic decline in the occurrence & diversity of European 
wild insect pollinators inc. wild bees, hoverflies, butterflies & moths, while numerous 
pollinator species are extinct or threatened with extinction. In the EU alone, around 84% of 
crop species & nearly 80% of wildflower species depend, at least in part, on animal 
SRlliQaWiRQ. US WR alPRVW ¼15 billiRQ Rf Whe EU¶V aQQXal agUicXlWXUal RXWSXW iV diUecWl\ 
attributed to insect pollinators, according to figures cited by MEPs. 
 

2020 EU funding for UK in no deal Brexit: The EP approved a measure on October 
22 to make sure that EU funds for 2020 are fully available if the UK leaves the EU in a no 
deal Brexit scenario. The draft regulation extends to 2020 the contingency plan approved by 
MEPs on April 17, previously limited to 2019. The House backed the draft recommendation, 
tabled by the Chair of the Budgets Committee, Johan Van Overtveldt (ECR, BE), by 543 votes 
in favour, 30 against, with 46 abstentions. Under the provisions, UK researchers, students & 
farmers would continue to get Community support next year if the country leaves the bloc 
without a deal, provided London continues to pay its contributions & accepts the necessary 
cRQWURlV & aXdiWV. The aiP iV WR ³PiQiPiVe aQ\ QegaWiYe iPSacW WhaW Whe UK¶V ZiWhdU awal may 
haYe RQ beQeficiaUieV Rf EU fXQdiQg « VXch aV HRUi]RQ 2020, EUaVPXV+ aQd agUicXlWXUe & 
UegiRQal SRlicieV,´ EP RfficialV RXWliQe.  

 



November 2019 AGRA FOCUS  2019 Agra-Europe 

 

 36 

SANTE UPDATES 
 

MS VOTE AGAINST RENEWAL OF NEONIC PESTICIDE 

THIACLOPRID 
Member States voted against the renewal of the EU license for the neonicotinoid pesticide 
Thiacloprid at the Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food & Feed (PAFF) on October 
22, ZiWh all delegaWiRQV YRWiQg iQ faYRXU Rf Whe dUafW UegXlaWiRQ RQ Whe ³QRQ -renewal of 
aSSURYal´ & RQl\ Whe UK abVWaiQiQg (due to Brexit). The decision will be formally adopted by 
the Commission in the coming weeks, while the ban will come into effect on April 30, 2020, 
when the current license expires. 
 
Some 383 000 people signed a petition by the 
international consumer group SumOfUS* 
demanding a ban on the pesticide developed by 
Ba\eU ³becaXVe Rf iWV liQkV WR caQceU & 
reproductive issues in farm workers & evidence 
WhaW iW haUPV beeV & RWheU SRlliQaWRUV.´ 
Commenting, Rebecca Falcon, Campaign 
MaQageU aW SXPOfUV Vaid ³today Europeans 
persuaded our decision-makers to unite behind 
the science & ban toxic Thiacloprid, despite 
every attempt by its producer Bayer & the agro-
iQdXVWU\.´ ³AV a UeVXlW Rf WhiV baQ, faUP 
ZRUkeUV ZRQ¶W be e[SRVed WR Whe caQceU-linked 
chemical and bees & other polliQaWRUV ZRQ¶W 
VXffeU iWV haUPfXl effecWV,´ Whe fRUPeU SeQiRU 
Campaigns Adviser at Save the Children UK & 
gUadXaWe fURP KiQg¶V CRllege LRQdRQ (EQgliVh 
Language & Literature) added. Bayer said it 
³UeVSecWV´ Whe deciViRQ, addiQg WhaW Whe 
cRPSaQ\ ³cRQWiQXeV to believe that 
Thiacloprid-based crop protection products can 
be used safely when appropriate risk mitigation 
PeaVXUeV aUe aSSlied.´ 
 
At the same meeting, there was no qualified majority (QM) in favour of two draft 
implementing decisions on the non-repetiWiRQ Rf ³ePeUgeQc\ aXWhRUiVaWiRQV´ fRU 
neonicotinoids in Romania & Lithuania [see tables], as the reasons presented by both 
countries could not be justified. An Appeal Committee will consider both dossiers in the 
coming weeks (possibly in early December tbc). *SumOfUS is a global movement of 
consumers, investors & workers, united to hold corporations to account - for more see 
www.sumofus.org;  

 

Commission publishes pest list: The Commission published a list of 20 priority plant 
pests on the EU territory. The list*, unveiled on October 11, includes those regulated 
quarantine pests which have the most severe economic, environmental & social impact, among 
them Xylella Fastidiosa, the Japanese beetle, Asian long-horned beetle, citrus greening & 
Citrus Black Spot. Member States will be under an obligation to launch public information 
campaigns, carry out annual surveys, prepare contingency plans, simulation exercises & action 
plans aimed at eradicating the pests on the list. EU Health & Food Safety Commissioner 
V\WeQiV AQdUiXkaiWiV Vaid ³SlaQW healWh haV beeQ high RQ Whe ageQda Rf P\ PaQdaWe RYeU Whe 
SaVW fiYe \eaUV,´ Zhile he ZaV ³glad WR cRXQW iQ P\ legac\ WhiV SUiRUiWiVaWiRQ WhaW Zill helS Whe 

Draft Commission Implementing 
Decision on the non-repetition of 

emergency authorisations for neonics by 
Romania  

For Against Abstain 
BE, CY, DK, 
DE, FR, HR, 
LU, MT, NL & 
SE  

BG, EL & 
RO  

AT, CZ, EE, 
IE, ES, IT, 
LV, LT, HU, 
PL, PT, SI,  
SK, FI & UK   

Draft Commission Implementing 
Decision on the non-repetition of 

emergency authorisations for neonics by 
Lithuania 

For Against Abstain 
BE, DK, DE, 
FR, HR, CY, 
LU, MT, NL & 
SE 

BG, EL, LT 
& FI 

AT, CZ, EE, 
IE, ES, IT, 
LV, HU, PL, 
PT, RO, SI, 
SK & UK    

http://www.sumofus.org/


 2019 Agra-Europe AGRA FOCUS November 2019 

 

 37 

EU & Member States to increase preparedness & early actions against very dangerous plant 
SeVWV.´ The PRYe ZRXld ³cRQWUibXWe WR Whe EXURSeaQ gUeeQ deal, SURWecWiQg RXU biRdiYeUViW\, 
Whe QaWXUal ecRV\VWePV & Whe EU agUicXlWXUe,´ Whe RXWgRiQg LiWhXaQiaQ CRPPiVViRQeU Vaid. 
The selection of pests was drawn up on the basis of an assessment by the Commission's Joint 
ReVeaUch CeQWUe (JRC) & Whe blRc¶V fRRd VafeW\ ZaWchdRg (EFSA), Zhich WakeV iQWR accRXQW 
the probability of spreading, establishment & consequences of those pests for the Union. 
Views from a dedicated Expert Group & public feedback provided via the Better Regulation 
portal were also taken on board. *See https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R1702&amp;from=EN  
 

COREPER PUSH FOR STUDY ON NEW BREEDING TECHNIQUES 

(NBTs) BY DECEMBER 31, 2020 
EU APbaVVadRUV haYe called RQ Whe Qe[W CRPPiVViRQ WR VXbPiW a VWXd\ RQ Whe UQiRQ¶V 
options to update the existing legislation on the production & marketing of plant reproductive 
material by December 31, 2020 & Wable a legiVlaWiYe SURSRVal ³if aSSURSUiaWe´ [*12783/19] at a 
meeting in Brussels on October 25. CRXQcil UeTXeVWV Whe CRPPiVViRQ ³WR VXbPiW a SURSRVal, if 
appropriate in view of the outcomes of the study, or otherwise to inform the Council of 
alternative measures required as a follow-XS WR Whe VWXd\.´ The aQal\ViV VhRXld Wake iQWR 
account the existing legal framework (Directive 2001/18) & the judgment from the European  
Court of Justice (July 2018) [C-528/16] that ruled organisms derived from certain mutagenesis 
techniques (such as gene editing) are GMOs & must comply with risk assessment, traceability 
& labelling requirements laid down by the relevant legislation [see AGRA FOCUS, August 

2018, p.26]. The point was expected to be formally adopted at ECOFIN on November 8.  
 
AW Whe VaPe PeeWiQg, CY, HU, LV, LU, PL & SI XQdeUliQed WhaW aQ\ WechQiTXe, Zhich ³alWeUV 
the genetic material for agricultural purposes in a way that does not occur naturally, requires 
VSecial aWWeQWiRQ.´ IQ a 2-page statement [*11728/19 ADD1], the like-minded delegations 
reiterate the need to protect the environment & human health, while respecting the 
precautionary principle. They support the idea of a study on what they refer to as an 
³iPSRUWaQW WRSic.´ BXW Whe\ aUe Rf Whe YieZ WhaW WhiV VWXd\ ³VhRXld be baVed RQ a cleaU & Zell -
defiQed WeUPiQRlRg\,´ UefeUUiQg WR Whe CRXUW UXliQg RQ ³QeZ PXWageQeViV WechQiTXeV´ aV 
RSSRVed WR ³QRYel geQRPic WechQiTXeV´, Zhich iV ³QRW cleaUl\ defiQed b\ EU laZ.´ ³The 
protection of human health & the environment requires that due attention be given to 
controlling the risks from any technique that alters the genetic material, & the current level of 
protection should be maintaiQed,´ Whe Vi[ MePbeU SWaWeV cRQclXde. *For further information on 

the agenda points above enter the number provided under µPXblic RegiVWer¶ at the website 

goo.gl/ybwNtq;  

 

Copa-Cogeca & Euroseeds organise conference on NBTs: The EU¶V laUgeVW 
farm lobby Copa-Cogeca & Euroseeds (European seed sector body) are organising a high-level 
conference on plant breeding innovation entitled ‘Growing the Future Together’ on November 
19 aW Whe clXb µDe WaUaQde¶ in Brussels. The Finnish Presidency had previously scheduled a 
discussion on New Breeding Techniques (NBTs) at the last Farm Council of the year 
(December 16-17), with some suggesting this agenda item might be brought forward to the 
next meeting on November 18. 
 

KYRIAKIDES¶ CABINET TAKES SHAPE 
Cypriot Giorgos Rossides, current Member of Cabinet for Greek Commissioner Dimitris 
Avramopoulos (Migration, Home Affairs & Citizenship) since October 2015, looks set to get 
the nod as Health Commissioner-deVigQaWe SWella K\UiakideV¶ Chef de Cabinet. With a 
professional background in DG Justice & Consumers as Head of Sector in Communications 
(September 2014-September 2015) & Press & Communications Officer (September 2013-

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R1702&amp;from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R1702&amp;from=EN
../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%2520Internet%2520Files/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%2520Internet%2520Files/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/goo.gl/ybwNtq
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SeSWePbeU 2014), he hRldV a MaVWeU¶V DegUee iQ IQWeUQaWiRQal Affai rs from Colombia 
University (2002-2004) & an MA Philosophy, Politics & Economics from the University of 
Oxford (1999-2002). 
 
The highly-regarded Finnish lawyer Annukka Ojala, head of unit for Strategy & Coordination 
in DG SANTE, is tipped to become Deputy Chef de Cabinet. In her current post, Ojala reports 
diUecWl\ WR DG SANTE chief AQQe BXcheU & iV deVcUibed aV ³VPaUW & e[WUePel\ caSable´ b\ 
her colleagues. The Nordic woman previously worked with a US law firm. Roberto Reig 
Rodrigo, current executive assistant to Bucher, has also landed a Cabinet position. The 
SSaQiVh PaQ, ZhR iV Vaid WR be SRSXlaU aPRQg cRlleagXeV, jRiQed Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V HealWh & 
Food Safety Department when his fellow countryman Xavier Prats Monné took over as DG 
SANTE boss (2015-2018). Meanwhile, Olympia Neocleous, Deputy Permanent Representative 
of Cyprus to the EU (COREPER 1) (since September 2016) is said to have secured one of the 
six Cabinet jobs. The London School of Economics & Political Science graduate (MSc in 
International Relations & History, 1997-1998) served as Head of the EU Department in the 
Cypriot Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Neocleous was Deputy Chief of Mission at the Embassy 
of Cyprus in Washington from November 2010-June 2015. In the gender balanced Cabinet, a 
Swede will take over as Advisor on Communications, while another Cypriot will reportedly 
join Kyriakides from her previous role as lawmaker in Nicosia. The new College is now 
expected to take office no earlier than December 2 (Monday), as (yet to be confirmed) 
candidates from HU, RO & FR must still go through the process of EP Hearings, ahead of a 
plenary vote (more than likely at the November 25-28 session in Strasbourg).  
 
Split vote on GM maize stack: MePbeU SWaWeV deliYeUed Whe cXVWRPaU\ µQR RSiQiRQ¶ RQ 
the authorisation of the maize hybrid 
Bt11xMIR162xMIR604x1507x5307xGA21 for 
food & feed at the Appeal Committee on 
October 11 [see table]. The µQR RSiQiRQ¶ 
followed the Standing Committee on Plants, 
Animals, Food & Feed (PAFF) on September 
16, where countries such as BE, DE, EE, IT & 
PT joined the abstention camp. On the day of 
the September vote, the Lithuanian delegation 
was absent. There were some slight changes in 
voting patterns at the Appeal Committee on October 11 ± in the end BE & EE supported the 
draft decision, while LT showed up on the day & rejected the proposal. 
 

EFSA launches call on research platform for food safety: The European Food 
Safety Authority (EFSA) opened a call* to develop a research & innovation platform for food 
safety to make it easier to coordinate efforts on the subject (October 15). The Parma-based 
ageQc\¶V Chief ScieQWiVW MaUWa HXgaV Vaid WhaW ³ideQWif\iQg fRRd VafeW\ UeVeaUch SUiRUiWieV iV 
VRPeWhiQg WhaW iV cUXcial fRU EFSA.´ The SlaWfRUP ZRXld iQclXde iQfRUPaWiRQ RQ fRRd VafeW\ 
research & improve coherence between national & EU funding, as well as facilitating new 
approaches to communication on the subject.  The deadline for submissions is January 22, 
2020.  
*See http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/funding/calls/supporting-food-safety-systems-future 
 

GM maize  
Bt11xMIR162xMIR604x1507x5307xGA21 

(authorisation) 
For Against Abstain 

BE, CZ, DK, 
EE, IE, ES, 
NL, RO, FI, 
SE & UK  

BG, EL, FR, HR, 
CY, LV, LT, LU, 
HU, MT, AT, PL, 
SI & SK  

DE, IT 
& PT  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/funding/calls/supporting-food-safety-systems-future
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IN BRIEF 
 
Court allows hunting of protected species for management:  The European 
Court of Justice (ECJ) decided on October 10 that hunting as a management tool for protected 
species such as wolves is allowed under EU law, provided that strict conditions are met. The 
case* iQYRlYed TXeVWiRQV SXW b\ FiQlaQd¶V SXSUePe AdPiQiVWUaWiYe CRXUW RQ deURgaWiRQV WR Whe  
EU Habitats Directive after an NGO challenged a decision to give permission to hunters to kill 
seven wolves. The judges essentially followed an opinion by the Attorney General delivered 
on May 8. The European Federation for Hunting & Conservation (FACE) said the judgment 
comes after years of legal argument in Finland & Sweden over the hunting of wolves. Many 
Member States use hunting as a management tool for carnivore populations as well as to 
increase social acceptance. FACE President Torbjörn Larsson said that Commission guidance 
RQ Whe iVVXe, cXUUeQWl\ beiQg XSdaWed, VhRXld VWUeVV WhaW ³iPSURYiQg VRcial acceSWaQce & 
decreasing illegal killing can be a jXVWificaWiRQ fRU liPiWed & VWUicWl\ cRQWURlled hXQWV.´ He 
called RQ Whe EUµV e[ecXWiYe WR clRVe iQfUiQgePeQW SURceediQgV agaiQVW ZRlf hXQWiQg iQ 
Sweden. FACE Secretary General Dr. David Scallan said the most important thing was that 
³MePbeU SWaWeV aSSl\ Whe HabiWaWV DiUecWiYe fle[ibl\ & SUagPaWicall\.´ E[ecXWiYe DiUecWRU Rf 
Whe FiQQiVh HXQWeUV¶ AVVRciaWiRQ Heli SiiWaUi ZelcRPed Whe SUeliPiQaU\ UXliQg, Va\iQg iW ZaV 
³a SRViWiYe WhiQg fRU SeRSle liYiQg iQ Whe cRXQWU\Vide & fRU Whe acceSWaQce Rf ZRlYeV iQ 
geneUal.´ The EXURSeaQ EQYiURQPeQWal BXUeaX (EEB) challeQged Whe YieZ WhaW FiQlaQd¶V ZRlf 
population is large enough to justify hunting to manage it. Sergiy Moroz, EEB Senior Policy 
OfficeU fRU BiRdiYeUViW\ & WaWeU, Vaid WhaW Whe CRXUW had Vaid WhaW ³hXQWiQg Vhould only be 
allRZed XQdeU YeU\ VWUicW cRQdiWiRQV.´ ³The iPSRUWaQce Rf XShRldiQg Whe EU¶V VWUicW QaWXUe 
SURWecWiRQ UXleV haV QeYeU beeQ gUeaWeU,´ he VWUeVVed. IW iV QRZ XS WR Whe FiQQiVh cRXUW WR giYe a 
final verdict on the case. 
*For more information go to http://curia.europa.eu & type C-674/17 under µCaVe nXmber¶; 
 

ECA report on exceptional dairy measures:  The European Court of Auditors (ECA) 
is examining the exceptional market measures introduced by the EU to counteract the dairy 
market disturbances between 2014 & 2017. Auditors at the Luxembourg-based Court are 
assessing whether the exceptional aid to help producers ± Zhich cRVW aURXQd ¼740 PilliRQ fRU 
the EU budget ± was properly designed & adequately mitigated the effects of the market 
disturbance following the Russian embargo (August 2014) & the end of the dairy quota regime 
(ASUil 2015). UQdeU Whe µVafeW\ QeW¶ VchePe, Whe CRPPiVViRQ VRXghW WR WePSRUaUil\ UePRYe 
some surpluses from the market ± inc. public & private purchases and storage of skimmed 
milk powder. Audit visits will take place in FR, IT, IE & FI to examine how the measures 
were put into practice, while they will also check whether the Commission & Member States 
are now better prepared for dairy market disruption. Nikolaos Milionis, the ECA Member 
leadiQg Whe aXdiW, Vaid WhaW ³Pilk SURdXceUV ZeUe hiW b\ a VigQificaQW dURS iQ WheiU UeYeQXeV´. 
The Greek legal expert, who completed a PhD thesis in Public Finance Law at the University 
of Athens, said the coXUW ³Zill aQal\Ve ZheWheU Whe EU bXdgeW ZaV Zell VSeQW WR helS WheP 
RYeUcRPe Whe cUiViV & ZheWheU Whe CRPPiVViRQ iV SUeSaUed fRU fXWXUe PaUkeW diVWXUbaQceV.´  
 
Call to strengthen CMO, GIs in fruit, vegetables : Industry & a number of MEPs 
called for the Common Market Organisation (CMO) of the fruit & vegetable sector, as well as 
the system of Geographical Indications to be enforced at a conference in Brussels on October 
17. The conference entitled ‘Governance, Common Market Organisation & Geographical 
Indications in the future CAP post 2020,’ organised by the Assembly of European 
Horticultural Regions (AREFLH), Association of European Regions for Products of Origin 
(AREPO) & Coalition of European AgriRegions drew more than 100 delegates inc. EU & 
regional policy-makers, representatives of professional organisations & civil society. At the 
meeting, they discussed progress on CAP reform & proposed amendments to the fruit & 

http://curia.europa.eu/
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vegetables CMO as well as planned changes to quality schemes. The conference also looked at  
the role of regions in managing the future CAP. In the opening session, moderator Olivier 
Allain, Vice-President of the Brittany Region in charge of agriculture & coordinator of 
AgUiRegiRQV, Vaid UegiRQV had Sla\ed a ³ke\ URle iQ SURPRWiQg & achieYiQg Whe  agro-
ecRlRgical WUaQViWiRQ, Whe cRPSeWiWiYeQeVV & Whe aWWUacWiYeQeVV Rf faUPV & UXUal aUeaV´. IWaliaQ 
MEP Herbert Dorfmann (EPP) said it was impossible to address the challenges faced by 
EXURSeaQ agUicXlWXUe ZiWhRXW ³UeiQfRUciQg Whe URle Rf Whe UegiRQal authorities in the 
management of the 2nd PillaU.´ WheQ aVked abRXW Whe CAP¶V eQYiURQPeQWal aPbiWiRQ, SCA 
spokesperson Kari Valonen (Finnish Presidency) insisted that the European Green Deal 
³caQQRW haSSeQ ZiWhRXW Whe CAP & a VWURQg 2nd Pillar with tailored measures tackling local 
eQYiURQPeQW & cliPaWe challeQgeV.´ SSaQiVh SRcialiVW MEP ClaUa AgXileUa WRld Whe VecRQd 
VeVViRQ WhaW Whe CMO iQ fUXiW & Yeg had SURYed WR be ³a VXcceVVfXl & cRVW -effective tool that 
needs to be further consolidated through a better concentration of the supply, a crucial step if 
Ze ZiVh WR VWUeQgWheQ Whe SRViWiRQ Rf faUPeUV iQ Whe fRRd VXSSl\ chaiQ.´ SiPRQa CaVelli, 
Regional Minister for Agriculture of the Emilia-Romagna region & President of AREFLH said 
that the fruit & vegetable CMO had SURYed iWVelf aV ³aQ iQcUedibl\ VXcceVVfXl WRRl WhaW QeedV 
WR be SUeVeUYed & bRlVWeUed iQ Whe fXWXUe CAP.´ ReQeZ EXURSe¶V JpUpP\ DeceUle (FR) ZhR iV 
co-shadow rapporteur on the draft CMO Regulation [see AGRA FOCUS, October 2019, p.23], 

said that the newly-elected EP would strengthen the work initiated by past legislation 
concerning GIs. 
 
2

nd
 EU Reference Centre on poultry welfare: The Commission has designated a 

second European Union Reference Centre for the welfare of poultry & other small farmed 
animals, which aims at improving the enforcement of EU legislation applicable to those 
animals, such as laying hens, chickens for meat production & other small farmed animals, inc. 
their transport & killing operation. Following a public selection process, the second Centre 
comprises a consortium formed by the Agence Nationale de Sécurité Sanitaire de 
l¶AliPeQWaWiRQ (FR), Whe IQVWiWXW de ReceUca I TecQRlRgia AgURaliPeQWjUieV (ES), AaUhXV 
Universitet - Institut for Husdyrvidenskab (DK) & Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della 
Lombardia e dell'Emilia Romagna (IT). Once up & running in 2020, the centre will provide 
technical support & coordinate assistance to EU countries in carrying out official controls in 
animal welfare & contribute to the dissemination of good practices. The consortium will also 
carry out scientific studies & deliver training courses. Knowledge transfer of research results 
& iQfRUPaWiRQ RQ WechQical iQQRYaWiRQV aUe ceQWUal SlaQkV Rf Whe cRQVRUWiXP¶V ZRUk.  EU 
Health Commissioner Vytenis AndriXkaiWiV ZelcRPed Whe deVigQaWiRQ, VWaWiQg WhaW iW ³cRQfiUPV 
Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V cRQViVWeQW & lRQg-term policy to support strong enforcement on animal 
ZelfaUe.´ FRllRZiQg Whe deVigQaWiRQ Rf Whe fiUVW ceQWUe RQ Whe ZelfaUe Rf SigV iQ MaUch 2018, a 
second one on poultry & other small-faUPed aQiPalV ³ZaV eVVeQWial ViQce WheVe aQiPalV aUe 
VXbjecW WR iQWeQViYe SURdXcWiRQ PeWhRdV,´ Whe EU HealWh chief added. MeaQZhile, Whe 6Wh 
meeting of the EU Platform on Animal Welfare* met on October 7. Launched in June 2017, 
the Platform allows Member States & stakeholders to share information & good practices.  *For 

more https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/welfare/eu-platform-animal-welfare/meetings_en 
 

Call for healthy diets for all on World Food Day:  Delegates called for action to 
tackle hunger & cut food waste at a ceremony to mark World Food Day under the theme ‘Our 
actions are our future - Healthy diets for a #ZeroHunger world’ on October 16. Speaking at 
Whe gaWheUiQg iQ RRPe, IWal\'V PUiPe MiQiVWeU GiXVeSSe CRQWe Vaid WhaW ³cRllecWiYe acWiRQ iV 
Whe high URad WR WackliQg a glRbal challeQge VXch aV hXQgeU iQ Whe ZRUld.³ IWal\ VXSSRUWed a 
³YiViRQ Rf iQWegUaWed agUicXlWXUe WhaW VXSSRUWV Whe SlaQeW & cXlWXUal ideQWiW\.´ IQ a YideR 
message to the meeting, UN Secretary-General António Guterres announced a UN Food 
Systems Summit to be held in 2021 as part of the Decade of Action to deliver the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with Conte proposing that Italy host the event. The 
former Portuguese Socialist Prime Minister Guterres (1995-2002) said rising hunger was 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/welfare/eu-platform-animal-welfare/meetings_en
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³XQacceSWable´ iQ a ZRUld WhaW ZaVWeV PRUe WhaQ 1 billiRQ WRQQeV Rf fRRd eYeU\ \eaU. PRSe 
Francis sent a message stressing thaW Whe ³baWWle agaiQVW hXQgeU & PalQXWUiWiRQ Zill QRW eQd aV 
lRQg aV Whe lRgic Rf Whe PaUkeW SUeYailV & SURfiW iV VRXghW aW aQ\ cRVW.´ FAO DiUecWRU -General 
QX DRQg\X ZaUQed WhaW ³hXQgeU & PalQXWUiWiRQ Zill be PajRU baUUieUV WR achieYiQg Whe SDGV 
by 2030 if Ze dR QRW acW QRZ.´ ³We Qeed WR Zalk haQd-in-hand & build healthy & sustainable 
fRRd V\VWePV,´ Whe FAO chief ZeQW RQ, aQQRXQciQg WhaW Whe RUgaQiVaWiRQ¶V WhePe fRU 2020 -
2021, would be promoting healthy diets & preventing all forms of malnutrition. The Pres ident 
of the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) Gilbert F. Houngbo said that 
eQdiQg hXQgeU ZRXld ³deSeQd RQ WUaQVfRUPiQg glRbal fRRd V\VWePV VR WhaW Whe\ aUe iQclXViYe 
of women, youth & indigenous peoples, so they are sustainable - environmentally, socially, & 
ecRQRPicall\.´ DaYid BeaVle\, E[ecXWiYe DiUecWRU Rf Whe WRUld FRRd PURgUaPPe (WFP) 
called SeRSle aURXQd Whe ZRUld WR jRiQ WFP¶V caPSaigQ WR #StopTheWaste, explaining that 
³Whe aPRXQW Rf fRRd ZaVWed glRball\ iV eQRXgh WR feed aQRWheU 2 billiRQ SeRSle,´ Zhich ZaV 
³WRWall\ XQacceSWable.´ IQ a VWaWePeQW iVVXed RQ Whe RccaViRQ Rf WRUld FRRd Da\, RXWgRiQg 
Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis said he had Pade Whe ³SURPRWiRQ Rf healWh\ lifeVW\leV & 
Whe UedXcWiRQ Rf fRRd ZaVWe´ ceQWUal WR hiV 5-year tenure, expressing his confidence that the 
³gRRd ZRUk Ze haYe dRQe Zill be bXilW XSRQ.´ FRRd ZaVWe PXVW be Wackled, Whe RXWgRiQg EU 
Health chief stated, where Europeans waste 88 million tonnes of food each year ± amounting 
WR RYeU ¼140 billiRQ. The ³QXPbeUV aUe PRUe WhaQ alaUPiQg & WeUUibl\ VhaPefXl,´ Whe eaUQeVW 
politician outlined, while over 800 million people suffer from hunger worldwide, over 670m 
adults & 120m children (aged 5-19) aUe RbeVe. AQdUiXkaiWiV Vaid ³healWh\ dieWV fURP 
sustainable food systems for a healthy planet should be our goal & our consumption patterns 
Qeed WR adaSW.´ ThiV ³Zill Qeed WR be SaUW Rf Whe FaUP WR FRUk SWUaWeg\ & Wie iQ Whe QeZ GUeeQ 
Deal,´ he VWaWed, aV ³ZhaW Ze eaW & ZhaW Ze ZaVWe, Zill, WR a laUge e[WeQW, defiQe Wh e future of 
RXU kiQd & RXU SlaQeW.´ 
 
Kurz in talks to form new Austrian government:  Sebastian Kurz, who served as 
Austrian Chancellor until May 28, has been in talks to form a new government following his 
SaUW\¶V YicWRU\ iQ Whe UeceQW geQeUal elecWiRQ RQ September 29. KXU]¶V AXVWUiaQ PeRSle'V PaUW\ 
(Österreichische Volkspartei - ÖVP) gained 71, up 9, of the 183 seats in the National Council 
(Nationalrat), winning but falling short of the required majority. The Social Democratic Party 
of Austria (SPÖ) won 40 seats, down 12, while the right-wing Freedom Party FPÖ got 31 
seats, down 20. The Green Party won 26 seats, having had none before, while the liberal 
NEOS party won 15 seats, up 5. Born & raised in Meidling, 12 th district of Vienna, Kurz met 
SPÖ & FPÖ parties on October 8 & was set to meet the Greens & NEOS a day later. Brigitte 
Bierlein, an independent politician & lawyer, has fulfilled the role of Chancellor since June 3, 
fRllRZiQg KXU]¶ UeVigQaWiRQ RYeU Whe µIbi]a¶ affaiU [see AGRA FOCUS, June 2019, p.31] on 
May 28.  
 

Portugal's Costa wins election: Portugal faced lengthy coalition negotiations 
following the victory of the ruling Socialist Party (PS), led by António Costa, in parliamentary 
elections for the Assembleia da República on October 6. CRVWa¶V Sarty gained 20 seats, giving 
it a total of 106 of the 230 in the legislature - ten short of a majority. The Social Democratic 
Party (PSD), which is on the centre-right, was down 12 at 77 seats. The Left Bloc held an 
unchanged 19 seats. The Democratic Unity Coalition (CDU), which allies Communists & 
Greens, held 12 seats, down five. Costa had ruled as Prime Minister since the previous 
election in 2015 at the head of a coalition including Communists & the Left Bloc. The 
Portuguese government announced on October 8 that the President of the Republic, Marcelo 
Rebelo de Sousa, had nominated Costa as Prime Minister, after consultations with the political 
parties. Once official results have been published, the Assembleia da República will meet & a 
new government will be sworn in & present its programme, it said. Council President Donald 
Tusk wrote to the new Premier on October 7, cRQgUaWXlaWiQg hiP ³ZaUPl\´ & e[SUeVViQg Whe 
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³WUXVW WhaW RYeU Whe Qe[W legiVlaWXUe & XQdeU \RXU leadeUVhiS, PRUWXgal Zill cRQWiQXe WR eQjRy 
SRliWical VWabiliW\, VRcial cRheViRQ & ecRQRPic SURVSeUiW\.´  
 
PROaQG¶V PLS ZLQV HOHFWLRQ: PRlaQd¶V LaZ & JXVWice PaUW\ (PiS) ZRQ Whe OcWober 13 
election with just under 44% of the vote for seats in the Sejm, increasing its vote from the 
37.6% it received in the previous, October 25, 2015 elecWiRQ. PiS¶V 2015 SeUfRUPaQce ZaV 
enough to give it 235 seats in the 460 seat chamber. Second in the elections was the Civic 
Coalition (KO) with just over 27%. The Left got 12.5%, while the Polish coalition got around 
8.6%. LaZ & JXVWice alVR ZRQ 48 Rf Whe 100 VeaWV iQ Whe SeQaWe, ZiWh KO geWWiQg 43. PiS 
leadeU JaURVáaZ Kac]\ĔVki declaUed YicWRU\ aW SaUW\ headTXaUWeUV iQ WaUVaZ laWe RQ OcW ober 
14, Va\iQg WheUe ZeUe ³fRXU \eaUV Rf haUd ZRUk ahead.´ Commissioner-designate for Agriculture 
& Rural Development Janusz Wojciechowski hails from the PiS political party, which is affiliated 
to the ECR group in the EP. 

 
Romanian government collapses after no confidence vote: The Romanian 
gRYeUQPeQW Rf PUiPe MiQiVWeU ViRUica DăQcilă cRllaSVed RQ OcWober 10 after losing a motion 
Rf QR cRQfideQce iQ Whe cRXQWU\¶V SaUliaPeQW aPid accXVaWiRQV Rf iQcRPSeWeQce & PiVXVe Rf 
EU fXQdV. SRPe 238 Rf Whe cRXQWU\¶V 465 MPV SlXV SeQaWRUV YRWed agaiQVW Whe gRYeUQPeQW. 
DăQcilă¶V SRcial DePRcUaWV (PSD) lost their majority in August after their junior partner (the 
National Liberal Party) left the coalition. President Klaus Iohannis may ask the main 
opposition party of Ludovic Orban to form a new government. Orban, whose party 
spearheaded the no confideQce YRWe agaiQVW Whe SRcialiVW gRYeUQPeQW, Vaid ³Ze haYe VWRSSed 
Whe SRcial DePRcUaW PaUW\ fURP hXUWiQg RRPaQia.´ A PUeVideQWial elecWiRQ iV dXe WR be held 
November 10 - Zhich fRUPeU MEP DăQcilă iV XQlikel\ WR ZiQ - with a general election 
scheduled for late 2020 (possibly December). A transitional government will take over until 
the next election. The centre-right National Liberal Party is expected to push for Siegfried 
Muresan, an MEP & vice-chair of the EPP group, to be the next Transport Commissioner.  
 

EU GIs gain greater international recognition:  The Council (October 7) adopted a 
legal Sackage VeWWiQg Whe legal baViV fRU Whe EU¶V acceVViRQ WR Whe GeQeYa AcW Rf Whe LiVbRQ 
Agreement, relating to the protection of Geographical Indications (GIs). The so-called Lisbon 
Agreement - first adopted in 1958 - is a special pact under Article 19 of the Paris Convention 
for the Protection of Intellectual Property. The treaty - administered by the World Intellectual 
Property Organisation (WIPO)* - currently comprises 28 members inc. Algeria, Burkina Faso, 
Congo, Cuba, Gabon, Georgia, Iran, Israel, Peru & Togo, as well as seven EU Member States 
(FR, HU, BG, CZ, SK, PT & IT). In May 2015, the Agreement was revised through the 
µGeQeYa AcW¶. The aPeQdPeQW - which followed talks since 2008 - widened the scope of the 
treaty to cover all GIs & allowed the membership of intergovernmental organisations, notably 
the EU. The move sought to grant greater legal certainty to GIs in the 28 member countries & 
allow members to secure protection for appellations of origins (AO) through a single 
registration. At the time, the US, Argentina, Australia & Japan slammed the plan, saying it 

failed to adequately protect common food names & existing intellectual property rights . EU 
Farm CommissioQeU Phil HRgaQ Vaid iW ZaV a ³VWeS fRUZaUd WR beWWeU SURWecW RXU geRgUaShical 
iQdicaWiRQV aW a PXlWilaWeUal leYel « Whe\ PiUURU Whe EU¶V YalXable geRgUaShical diYeUViW\, 
authenticity & know-hRZ, iQ WeUPV Rf agUicXlWXUal SURdXcWV, fRRd & dUiQkV.´ ThiV PePbership 
³Zill add RQ WR Whe SURWecWiRQ alUead\ gUaQWed WhURXgh iQWeUQaWiRQal bilaWeUal agUeePeQWV,´ Whe 
iQcRPiQg TUade chief added. OQce Whe blRc jRiQV Whe iQWeUQaWiRQal UegiVWUaWiRQ V\VWeP, ³iW Zill 
enable the rapid, high-level & indefinite protection of all types of European GIs inc. food, 
ZiQe, haQdicUafWV iQ all cXUUeQW & fXWXUe SaUWieV belRQgiQg WR Whe GeQeYa AcW,´ DG AGRI 
RfficialV RXWliQe. The UeleYaQW acWV Zill QRZ be SXbliVhed iQ Whe EU¶V Official JRXUQal & Zill 
enter into force 20 days after publication. The bloc will officially join the Geneva Act three 
months later. *See www.wipo.int; 
 

http://www.wipo.int/
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Romanian cheese & smoked meat GIs registered: The Commission announced 
the approval of the Romanian cheese ‘Telemea De Sibiu’ for inclusion in the register of 
Protected Geographical Indications (PGI) on October 16. Telemea de Sibiu is a cheese made 
fURP VheeS¶V Pilk Zhich haV beeQ Pade fRU ceQWXUieV b\ VheSheUdV called µbaci¶. IW¶V a VePi -
hard cheese made from freshly milked unpasteurised milk which must be matured for at least 
21 days. It is offered for sale fresh & mature. The cheese is produced in the Sibiu county in 
Transylvania, in the centre of Romania. The specification calls for the whole process, 
including the raising of the VheeS, WR Wake Slace ZiWhiQ WhaW aUea. The SURdXcW¶V VSecial flaYRXU 
comes from the diet of the ewes, which spend most of the year out on pasture, eating herbs & 
aromatic plants, giving the cheese a pleasant, subtly tangy, salty taste. A number of festi vals 
are held in the region each year celebrating Telemea de Sibiu, which is a flagship product of 
the region. The Commission also gave the green light to the inclusion of the Romanian 
speciality ‘Cârnaţi de Pleşcoi’ as a Geographical Indication (GI) in the Community Register 
in early October. OUigiQall\, Whe PleúcRi VPRked VaXVage ZaV Pade fURP PeaW (VheeS & beef) 
& VheeS¶V faW, chRSSed ZiWh bacRQ & VeaVRQed ZiWh gaUlic, Ued hRW SeSSeU, Wh\Pe, baVil & ValW 
and smoked with beech wood. Over the years, the original recipe has changed somewhat, with 
goat meat occasionally replacing sheep meat. Since 2008, the ‘Cârnaţi de Pleşcoi’ annual 
festival takes place to celebrate the delicacy, which has been consumed on Romanian territory 
since the 13th century.  
 

Bulgarian spirit gains GI approval:  The Commission approved the addition of the 
Bulgarian spirit drink ‘Яɦбɨɥɫɤаɝɪɨɡɞɨɜаɪаɤɢɹ/ГɪɨɡɞɨɜаɪаɤɢɹɨɬЯɦбɨɥ/Yambolska 
grozdova rakya/Grozdova rakya ot Yambol’ to the Community Register of Geographical 
Indications (GIs). The spirit drink made from white & red grape varieties - with minimum 
alcohol strength of 40% vol. - has a sparkling & pale colour, with a dominant fruity aroma & a 
pronounced grapey aftertaste. Produced in numerous small distilleries since the 1930s, the 
Bulgarian speciality comes from an area that covers the Yambol province & part of the 
neighbouring province of Burgas, both in the south eastern part of the country. The new 
designation joins more than 235 spirit drinks that are already listed in the eAmbrosi a database. 
*See https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32018D1203(01)&from=EN  
 

Advocate General finds against Halloumi group:  Advocate General Juliane Kokott 
haV UecRPPeQded WhaW Whe CRXUW Rf JXVWice UejecW aQ aSSeal agaiQVW Whe GeQeUal CRXUW¶V 
finding that BBQloumi, a trademark registered by a Bulgarian company, should be allowed. 
The original applicant was the Foundation for the Protection of the Traditional Cheese of 
Cyprus named Halloumi, based in Cyprus & the defendant was the European Union 
Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO). The other party to the proceedings, which first took 
Slace befRUe EUIPO¶V BRaUd Rf ASSeal, iV BXlgaUian based M.J. Dairies EOOD. On July 9, 
2014, M.J. Dairies EOOD filed an application with EUIPO for registration of a figurative 
mark containing the word BBQloumi. The Foundation opposed the registration, but EUIPO 
rejected its complaint. The Cyprus-based organisation then brought a case before the General 
Court, which dismissed it. Their reasoning was that the mark was unlikely to create confusion. 
The Foundation then appealed against that judgement (Case T 328/17). Kokott proposes that 
the Court should dismiss the appeal. She rejects the idea that the mark would create confusion 
& Whe FRXQdaWiRQ¶V claiP WhaW HallRXPi iV a PaUk XQdeU Whe TUade MaUk RegXlaWiRQ, QRWiQg 
that it is a designation of a specialist type of cheese.  *Go to http://curia.europa.eu/juris & 

search for case C-766/18;  

 

Support for Polish biotech: The European Investment Bank (EIB) has agreed to lend 
¼30 PilliRQ WR PRliVh biRWech fiUP MabiRQ WR fiQaQce iWV gURZWh SlaQV, Whe CRPPiVViRQ 
announced on October 24. Mabion is to use the money for a research & development 
programme, along with clinical trials & expanding its production facilities. The company 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32018D1203(01)&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32018D1203(01)&from=EN
http://curia.europa.eu/juris
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expects to employ 96 additional staff after receiving the money. The loan is backed by the 
European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI), the financial pillar of the Investment Plan for 
Europe, the so-called Juncker Plan. Mabion develops & makes medicine to treat certain types 
of blood cancer & rheumatoid arthritis. EU Commissioner for Health & Food Safety Vytenis 
AQdUiXkaiWiV Vaid Whe lRaQ ZaV ³a cleaU dePRQVWUaWiRQ WhaW Whe EU iV a VWURQg VXSSRUWeU Rf 
innovative, grass-URRWV cRPSaQieV iQ PRlaQd & WhURXghRXW EXURSe.´  
 
Wine retailer takeover authorised: The Commission has authorised the takeover of 
wine retailers Majestic Wine Warehouses, based in the UK, & Les Celliers de Calais, which 
operates in France, by Fortress Investment of the US, DG COMP officials confirmed on 
October 25. Majestic Wine Warehouses Ltd. sells wine, beer, spirits & other beverages from 
over 200 Majestic stores in the UK, while Les Celliers de Calais operates two stores under the 
MajeVWic bUaQd aW CRTXelleV & CalaiV iQ QRUWheUQ FUaQce. The EU¶V e[ecXWiYe, RSeUaWiQg XQdeU 
the simplified procedure, concluded that the merger would not  increase concentration as the 
companies involved are in different markets. *For more info go to 

https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm  & enter case number M.9524;  
 

Plastics ideas get awards: WiQQeUV iQ Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V SRcial IQQRYaWiRQ 
Competition awards on October 24 include two applicants who came up with ways to reduce 
the use of plastic packaging in the food sector. The MIWA (Minimum Waste) project from 
Czech-based company Arancia is a circular distribution & sale system for food & non-food 
products with reusable packaging, while Spraysafe, from Portugal, is an edible spray to 
preserve food which cuts the need for plastic packaging. The third winner VEnvirotech o f 
Spain turns organic waste into biodegradable plastics using bacteria. EU Commissioner for 
IQWeUQal MaUkeW, IQdXVWU\, EQWUeSUeQeXUVhiS & SMEV ElĪbieWa BieĔkRZVka Vaid WhaW ³WackliQg 
SlaVWic SRllXWiRQ UeTXiUeV cRPPiWPeQW, iQYeVWPeQW bXW alVR cUeaWiYiW\,´ Zhile congratulating 
the winners. 
 

PERSONNEL NEWS:  

New Farm Minister in Portugal: PRUWXgal¶V gRYeUQPeQW, led b\ SRcialiVW PUiPe 
Minister António Costa, announced the makeup of his new Cabinet on October 21, following 
the October 6 election [see above]. The new Agriculture Minister is Maria do Céu 
Albuquerque. Born in July 1970 in Abrantes in central Portugal, Albuquerque has a Degree in 
Biochemistry from the Faculty of Science & Technology at the University of Coimbra, where 
she was a Research Fellow. She also holds a postgraduate degree in Food Quality & Safety 
Management from the Egas Moniz Higher Institute of Health Sciences. The Socialist 
politician, who was Mayor of Abrantes for nine years (2009-2018), replaces the highly-
regarded & well-liked Luís Capoulas Santos, who will take a seat in the national parliament. 
The new State Secretary for Agriculture & Rural Development is Nuno Tiago dos Santos 
Russo. Born in 1976 in Santarém, in the centre-west of the country, he holds a Degree in 
Zootechnical Engineering from the University of Évora & an MBA in Public Administration 
from the Higher Institute of Management & Administration of Santarém. Since 2017, he has 
served as a senior technician at the Institute for Financing Agriculture and Fisheries (IFAP).  
 
Oros named Romanian Farm Minister: AdUiaQ NechiWa OURV, a PePbeU Rf RRPaQia¶V 
National Liberal Party, has been put forward to succeed the affable Petre Daea as the 
cRXQWU\¶V AgUicXlWXUe MiQiVWeU. The 54-year-old, who was elected to represent Cluj in the 
north-west of Romania in December 2016, is Vice-Chair of the Agriculture, Forestry & Food 
Industry Committee of the Chamber of Deputies. Between 2009-2012 he was President of PNL 
Cluj-Napoca & held the position of director of the Cluj Veterinary Health Department in 
2000-2001 & 2008-2009. Oros is Vice-Rector of the University of Agricultural Sciences & 
Veterinary Medicine of Cluj-Napoca and Vice-President of the College of Veterinary Doctors 

https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm
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of Romania. A veterinarian by profession, he was also Vice-President of the Romanian 
College of Veterinary Doctors. 
 

Lobillo Berrero appointed AGRI Principal Adviser:  The Commission appointed 
CUiVWiQa LRbillR BRUUeUR aV PUiQciSal AdYiVeU WR DG AGRI. The SSaQiVh ZRPaQ¶V QeZ WiWle iV 
µPUiQciSal AdYiVeU fRU CRPPRQ AgUicXlWXUal PRlic\ iQWeUacWiRQ ZiWh RWheU EU SRlicieV¶ iQ Whe 
Directorate-General. Lobillo Borrero joined the Commission in 2004 & has been Chef de 
Cabinet for Commissioner Miguel Arias Cañete in charge of climate action & energy since 
2014. She previously worked as assistant to Jean-Luc Demarty at the end of his term as DG 
AGRI boss (2010) & when he took over as DG TRADE Director General (2011), with many 
UefeUUiQg WR Whe WUXVWZRUWh\ & cRPSeWeQW Rfficial aV hiV ³UighW-haQd ZRPaQ´. The QeZ 
Principal Adviser has a Law Degree from the Universities of Cordoba & Siena (1987-1992). 
 

Delvaux gets nod for TRADE Principal Adviser: Léon Delvaux has been made 
PUiQciSal AdYiVeU fRU µCRheUeQce iQ WUade UelaWiRQV¶ iQ DG TUade. DelYaX[, fURP LX[ePbRXUg, 
joined the Commission from the cRXQWU\¶V diSlRPaWic cRUSV iQ 2014 WR becRPe TUade & 
Development Adviser in the Cabinet of President Jean-Claude Juncker, the position he 
currently holds. In his native country, he was Deputy Director for Economic & European 
Affairs from August 2013 until September 2014. Before that, he served as Deputy Director for 
Cooperation & Development from September 2010 until August 2013. Delvaux studied law & 
history in Paris. 
 

Maeve Whyte steps down from NFU Brussels post:  Irishwoman Maeve Whyte, 
current Director of the British Agriculture Bureau (BAB) representing all the UK farm unions, 
looks set to step down at the end of the year. Well-respected in agri circles, Maeve joined the 
NFU in London as a graduate trainee in 2001 & served as the Water Policy Adviser from 2003 
until 2005. When her compatriot Betty Lee (Co. Cavan) left the organisation to work at DG 
AGRI, MaeYe ZaV deePed Whe ³RbYiRXV chRice´ WR Wake RYeU Whe UeiQV aV DiUecWRU iQ 2006 
(then in her late 20s). Since then, she has emerged as one of the leading ladies in the Brussels 
lobbying sphere. Prior to working with the influential farm organisation at Copa-Cogeca HQ, 
she graduated with a Degree in Geography & Social Policy at University College Dublin 
(UCD) in 2000 & cRPSleWed a MaVWeU¶V iQ EQYiURQPeQWal TechQRlRg\ aW IPSeUial CRllege 
London (2001). The illustrious young woman was awarded the title of Nuffield Scholar in 
2014, completing her research project on the food waste crisis, a topic close to her heart. 
Known for her straight-talking approach & sharp wit, the popular lobbyist once said in an 
interview with the reputable Southern Star that the most important thing to do as a woman in 
agUicXlWXUe ZaV ³PaiQWaiQ a VeQVe Rf hXPRXU, ZRUk haUd & UecRgQiVe iQWelligeQce a s a superior 
WRRl.´ MaeYe cRPeV fURP a lRQg liQe Rf PaUkeW gaUdeQeUV iQ RXVh QRUWh CR. DXbliQ & SlaQV WR 
return to the seaside town with her young family before Christmas. Go n-éirí an bóthar leat a 
chara.  
 

Organic lobbyists to chair dialogue groups:  Two leadeUV Rf Whe EU¶V RUgaQic 
sector have been elected to chair Civil Dialogue Groups, the bodies which help stakeholders & 
the Commission liaise over farm policy. Jan Plagge, President of the organic group IFOAM 
EU, was re-elected as Chair of the Civil Dialogue Group on the Common Agricultural Policy 
(October 15). A day later, IFOAM EU Vice-President Marian Blom was elected as Chair of 
the Civil Dialogue Group on Organic Farming. Plagge is President of Bioland an organic 
farming association in Germany & South Tirol, which represents some 8 100 organic farmers 
& around 1 000 operators in processing & trade. He was elected as IFOAM EU Vice -President 
in 2016, becoming President of the movement in May 2018. Plagge converted his own 
horticulture operation to organic in 1992. Blom has been Regulation Officer & Project 
Manager in the Knowledge & Innovation department of the Dutch organic umbrella body 
BiRQe[W, ViQce 2011. The DXWchZRPaQ haV beeQ a PePbeU Rf IFOAM EU¶V CRXQcil ViQce 
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2007 & is a former Knowledge Officer at the Dutch Innovation Centre for Organic Agriculture 
at Wageningen University. Commenting, Plagge said he was honoured to have the trust of 
RWheU VWakehRldeUV WR hRld a cRQVWUXcWiYe dialRgXe RQ a QeZ CAP, ³Zhich deliYeUV PRUe 
performance for public goodV.´ He iV cRQYiQced WhaW ³RUgaQic faUPiQg caQ be aQ iPSRUWaQW 
bUidge fRU WUaQVfRUPiQg fRRd & faUPiQg V\VWePV,´ & cRQWUibXWiQg WR Whe EXURSeaQ GUeeQ Deal 
& Whe SlaQQed µfaUP WR fRUk¶ VWUaWeg\. BlRP, ZhR hRldV an MSc. in Organic Farming 
(Wageningen), thanked the organic stakeholders for their trust & expressed the desire to 
improve dialogue between them & the Commission, particularly as a new European Organic 
Action Plan is being developed. 
 
O¶FOaKHUW\ VZaSV aJUL-trade for high tech: LRUcaQ O¶FlaheUW\, cXUUent Head of 
International Trade at the consultancy firm Hume Brophy, took up his new post as Head of 
Public Policy & Government Relations at Google (EU HQ) in Dublin on October 7. Now in 
his early thirties, the down-to-eaUWh & SeUVSicaciRXV O¶FlaheUW\ PRYed to Brussels in January 
2010 & quickly emerged as a mover & shaker in the agri & international trade circle. Before 
cliPbiQg Whe UaQkV aW RQe Rf Whe EXURSeaQ caSiWal¶V WRS cRQVXlWaQcieV HXPe BURSh\ - from 
Account Manager in October 2013 to Director in December 2017 - he cut his teeth at the 
PeUPaQeQW ReSUeVeQWaWiRQ dXUiQg IUelaQd¶V PUeVideQc\, ZRUkiQg diUecWl\ ZiWh DeUPRW R\aQ 
(the then SCA spokesperson) on the 2013 CAP reform. Prior to the 11-month stint at the Rep, 
he was the Regulatory Affairs Manager at FoodDrinkEurope (April 2010-August 2012). He 
graduated with an LLB in Law & European Studies from the University of Limerick in 2008 
inc. a PePRUable VSell ZRUkiQg iQ PaUiV & cRPSleWed a MaVWeU¶V (HXPaQ RighWV iQ CUiPiQal 
Justice) in 2010. The proud Mountmeillick man, with West of Ireland lineage, was recently 
liVWed iQ Whe 2019 DiUecWRU\ Rf Whe µTRS EU PXblic AffaiUV CRQVXlWaQWV¶ - as was his boss Jill 
Craig (Managing Director at HB). Well-connected to key decision-PakeUV, O¶FlaheUW\ iV 
highly regarded by the soon-to-be Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan & his team. Described as a 
³claVV acW´ & a ³SXUe geQW´ b\ WhRVe ZhR kQRZ hiP, LRUcaQ Zill be PiVVed iQ Whe BUXVVelV¶ 
agri circle.  
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NATIONAL NEWS 
 

BREXIT - WHAT HAPPENED WHEN? 

 

October 29 UK General Election announced for December 12 
 EU-27 agree extension of Article 50 process until January 31, 2020 
October 22 UK Parliament accepts Withdrawal Bill, but not the timetable, leaving the 

legislation in limbo 
October 19 Parliament fails to approve Withdrawal Agreement 
 Johnson forced to ask the EU for an extension of the Article 50 process  
October 17 EU agUeeV WR JRhQVRQ¶V amended Withdrawal Agreement proposals 
October 11 Barnier & Brexit Secretary Stephen Barclay meet and promise intensified 

negotiations 
October 8 EU fUXVWUaWiRQ aW DRZQiQg SWUeeW¶V leaked YeUViRQ Rf MeUkel cRPPeQWV, aV 

UK aSSeaUV WR blaPe EU fRU failXUe Rf WalkV. EU iQdicaWeV JRhQVRQ¶V 
proposals are unacceptable 

October 2 Johnson proposes new protocol for N. Ireland to replace the backstop in 
Ma\¶V Withdrawal Agreement 

 

 

UK TO HOLD ELECTION ON DECEMBER 12; EU-27 AGREE ART. 

50 EXTENSION TO JANUARY 31, 2020 

British MPs voted on October 29 to hold an election on December 12 - the third election in the 
country in four years - after the main opposition Labour party agreed to back an early general 
elecWiRQ, Va\iQg iW ZaV Uead\ WR fighW Whe ³PRVW aPbiWiRXV & Uadical caPSaigQ fRU Ueal chaQge 
RXU cRXQWU\ haV eYeU VeeQ.´ The aQQRXQcePeQW fRllRZed the October 29 formal decision by the 
EU-27 to extend the Article 50 process until January 31, 2020. MPs finally voted to hold the 
pre-Christmas poll by 438 to 20, a majority of 418, after a day of wrangling. The opposition 
Labour party had tried to force Prime Minister Boris Johnson to accept a December 9 vote, but 
the move was defeated by 315 votes to 295. UK general elections are traditionally held on a 
Thursday, but many in the opposition parties felt that the earlier date would help get students, 
in particular, out to vote. Many leave universities during that week of December & it is feared 

Pa\ QRW YRWH LI WKH\¶UH bXV\ WUaYHOOLQJ . Liberal Democrats & the Scottish National Party 
abstained from the vote on the election after losing the chance to hold it on December 9. 
Moves to get the voting age reduced from 18 to 16 & to allow all EU nationals resident in the 
UK to vote were not selected by the presiding Deputy Speaker Lindsay Hoyle, after talk that 
the government would give up its attempt to hold a poll if they were successful. Citizens of 
the Irish Republic, Malta & C\SUXV, liYiQg iQ Whe UK, alUead\ haYe a YRWe iQ Whe cRXQWU\¶V 
elections.  
 
The fiQal YRWe RQ aQ elecWiRQ caPe afWeU Whe EXURSeaQ CRXQcil had agUeed WR JRhQVRQ¶V 
unwilling request for an extension (October 19) by written procedure. President of the 
European Council Donald Tusk said the EU-27 ³haV agUeed WhaW iW Zill acceSW Whe UK¶V 
request for a Brexit flextension until January 31, 2020.´ UK LabRXU leadeU JeUeP\ CRUb\Q 
said on twitter (October 29) WhaW ³QR deal iV QRZ Rff Whe Wable VR WRQighW Labour will back a 
geQeUal elecWiRQ.´ IQ a leWWeU WR TXVk, JRhQVRQ Vaid WhaW iW ZaV aQ ³XQZaQWed SURlRQgaWiRQ´ WhaW 
was damaging to British democracy & to the EU-UK relationship. The New York-born 
SRliWiciaQ Vaid he acceSWed Whe deciViRQ bXW added WhaW he ³ZRXld alVR X rge Member States to 
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make clear that a further extension after January 31 (2020) iV QRW SRVVible.´ TXVk WZeeWed WR 
hiV ³BUiWiVh fUieQdV´ WhaW WhiV e[WeQViRQ ³Pa\ be Whe laVW RQe.´ ³PleaVe Pake Whe beVW XVe Rf 
WhiV WiPe,´ he WRld WheP.  
 

EU-27 DELAY BREXIT EXTENSION APPROVAL AS UK¶S JOHNSON 
PUSHES FOR ELECTION 
On October 25 EU-27 Ambassadors meeting in Brussels agreed that the Brexit deadline should 
be extended beyond October 31, but failed to agree on the new leaving date for the UK. 
France held out against agreeing to a delay until January 31, as unwillingly requested by UK 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson [see below]. The ³UePaiQiQg´ 27 cRXQWUieV had ³agUeed WR Whe 
SUiQciSle Rf aQ e[WeQViRQ,´ CRPPiVViRQ Chief SSRkeVSeUVRQ MiQa AQdUeeYa WRld Whe Pidda\ 
briefing that da\. ³WRUk Zill QRZ cRQWiQXe iQ Whe cRPiQg da\V.´ UK RSSRViWiRQ LabRXU leadeU 
Jeremy Corbyn said that his party would not vote for an election unless a no deal Brexit was 
off the table. Johnson insisted earlier that the October 31 deadliQe ZaV ³VWill SRVVible.´ 
³UQfRUWXQaWel\ iW deSeQdV RQ ZhaW Whe EU Va\V,´ he cRQWiQXed, cRPSlaiQiQg WhaW Whe µBeQQ 
AcW¶, Zhich he iQViVWV RQ UefeUUiQg WR aV ³Whe VXUUeQdeU acW´ PeaQV ³iW iV XS WR Whe EU WR decide 
whether or not we stay in the EU & it is up to the EU how lRQg WhaW e[WeQViRQ ZRXld be.´ 
Under the Fixed Term Parliaments Act of 2011, an election can only be called with the 
support of two-thirds of MPs. The act made a big change to the UK political landscape. Before 
it was passed, Prime Ministers were able to choose the date of any vote whenever suited them 
- something which put the head of government in a powerful position.   
 
EP group leaders supported the idea of an extension until January 31. Following a meeting of 
the Conference of Presidents on October 24, EP President David Sassoli wrote to Council 
PUeVideQW DRQald TXVk WR UecRPPeQd acceSWaQce Rf Whe UK UeTXeVW. The dela\ ZRXld ³allRZ 
the United Kingdom to clarify its position & the European Parliament to properly exercise its 
URle,´ SaVVRli Vaid, ePShaViViQg WhaW Whe EP¶V cRQVeQW SURcedXUe ZRXld RQl\ begiQ afWeU Whe 
ratification of the Withdrawal Agreement by the UK Parliament. The Italian Socialist 
politician also reminded Tusk that although the planned extension is meant to be flexible, in 
that the UK would leave as soon as the deal is agreed, the EP, as well as the UK Parliament, 
would have to complete its ratification procedure before Brexit could take place.  
 

JOHNSON FORCED TO REQUEST EXTENSION AMID BREXIT 

DEADLOCK 
UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson failed on October 19 to get the UK Parliament to agree to 
his Withdrawal Agreement with the EU, forcing him to ask Brussels for membership to be 
extended until January 31, 2020. He followed up by failing to force MPs to give just three 
days consideration to the gRYeUQPeQW¶V bill RQ ZiWhdUaZal, leaYiQg Whe WiPeWable fRU Whe UK 
Parliament to scrutinise the legislation unclear.  One factor in Johnson's defeats was the loss 
of support from the ten MPs of the Northern Irish Democratic Unionist Party  (DUP), angry at 
the deal's need for customs checks between NI & Britain. Chief Whip Sir Jeffrey Donaldson, 
VaLG ³WKH VHQVLbOH WKLQJ IRU WKH JRYHUQPHQW LV WR VLW GRZQ ZLWK XV & VHH LI ZH FaQ ZRUN WKLV RXW.´ 
 

Johnson abandoned his attempt to get MPs to agree to the withdrawal treaty on October 19 
after they voted by 322 to 306 to pass an amendment from independent former Conservative 
MP Oliver Letwin [see below], Zhich ³ZiWhhRldV aSSURYal XQleVV & XQWil iPSlePeQWiQg 
legiVlaWiRQ iV SaVVed.´ The YRWe caPe aV RYeU a PilliRQ SUR-EU marchers, inc. AGRA FOCUS, 
listened outside the Houses of Parliament. On the same day, Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn told  
MPV WhaW JRhQVRQ had ³UeQegRWiaWed Whe WiWhdUaZal AgUeePeQW & Pade iW eYeQ ZRUVe.´ ³He¶V 
renegotiated the political declaration & made WhaW eYeQ ZRUVe.´ The HRXVe ZaV debaWiQg ³a 
We[W WR Zhich WheUe iV QR ecRQRPic iPSacW aVVeVVPeQW & QR accRPSaQ\iQg legal adYice.´ The 
gRYeUQPeQW had ³VRXghW WR aYRid VcUXWiQ\ WhURXghRXW Whe SURceVV,´ Whe 70 -year-old left-wing 
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politician, representing Islington North added. SWUicWl\ VSeakiQg, MPV SaVVed Whe gRYeUQPeQW¶V 
motion without a vote, but, because the Letwin amendment requires scrutiny, they had not 
effecWiYel\ Vaid µ\eV¶ WR Whe WiWhdUaZal AgUeePeQW b\ Whe eQd Rf OcWober 19. The date 
coincided with Whe µBeQQ AcW¶ deadliQe b\ Zhich Whe PUiPe MiQiVWeU ZaV Rbliged WR VeQd a 
letter to EU leaders requesting an extension of the Article 50 process until the end of Jan uary 
2020.  
The beleaguered British leader sent the letter later that day, but in a show of defiance did not 
sign it. The single-page correspondence* addressed to Council President Donald Tusk was 
accompanied by a cover letter from Sir Tim Barrow, UK Permanent Representative to the EU , 
& a private letter in which Johnson told the Polish politic iaQ WhaW he didQ¶W WhiQk aQ e[WeQViRQ 
was actually a good idea. Tusk duly ignored the lack of a signature & tweeted late on October 
19 WhaW ³Whe e[WeQViRQ UeTXeVW haV jXVW aUUiYed. I Zill QRZ VWaUW cRQVXlWiQg EU leadeUV RQ hRZ 
WR UeacW.´ JRhQVRQ fRllRZed Xp on October 21, by attempting again to get MPs to pass a 
motion agreeing the Withdrawal Agreement. This was rejected by the Speaker of House of 
Commons John Bercow, under a convention which states that the same question cannot be 
asked of MPs twice in one VeVViRQ. ³Today'V PRWiRQ iV iQ VXbVWaQce Whe VaPe aV SaWXUda\¶V 
PRWiRQ,´ BeUcRZ Vaid. IW ZRXld be ³UeSeWiWiYe & diVRUdeUl\´ WR YRWe agaiQ RQ iW. The SSeakeU 
QRWed WhaW Whe cRQYeQWiRQ gReV back WR 1604. ³IW iV a QeceVVaU\ UXle WR eQVXUe Whe VeQVible XVe 
of Whe HRXVe'V WiPe & SURSeU UeVSecW fRU Whe deciViRQV WhaW iW WakeV,´ he VWUeVVed. WiWh RQl\ 
eight days to go before the October 31 deadline, Johnson went back to Parliament on October 
22, with the 110-page Withdrawal Bill**, which would put the agreement into force. The bill 
passed its second reading (the first time the House actually considers it), by 329 to 299 votes.  
 
HRZeYeU, a feZ PiQXWeV laWeU Whe\ YRWed WR UejecW Whe µPURgUaPPe MRWiRQ¶ VeWWiQg RXW hRZ Whe 
bill would be handled, which limited discussion of the bill to three days, by 322 to 308 votes, 
leaYiQg Whe legiVlaWiRQ ³iQ liPbR´, accRUdiQg WR SSeakeU BeUcRZ. JRhQVRQ UeVSRQded WhaW ³Whe 
EU PXVW QRZ Pake XS WheiU PiQdV RYeU hRZ WR UeVSRQd WR PaUliaPeQW¶V UeTXeVW fRU a dela\.´ 
Following the UK votes on October 22, TXVk WZeeWed WhaW ³iQ RUdeU WR aYRid a QR-deal Brexit, 
I will recommend the EU-27 acceSW Whe UK UeTXeVW fRU aQ e[WeQViRQ.´ ³FRU WhiV I Zill SURSRVe 
a ZUiWWeQ SURcedXUe,´ he elabRUaWed. OQ Whe VaPe da\, EP BUe[iW CRRUdiQaWRU GX\ VeUhRfVWadW  
(BE/Renew Europe) said that MEPs would not consider the deal before it had been approved 
b\ Whe UK¶V legiVlaWXUe. ³We Qeed Whe aSSURYal Rf Whe BUiWiVh SaUliaPeQW,´ he Vaid iQ a liYe 
FacebRRk VeVViRQ. ³OQce WhaW iV dRQe, iW Zill UeWXUQ WR Whe EP.´ PUeVideQ t David Sassoli (EP) 
said that pXVhiQg back Whe deadliQe ZRXld ³allRZ Whe UK WR claUif\ iWV SRViWiRQ & Whe EP WR 
e[eUciVe iWV URle.´ The IUiVh gRYeUQPeQW iVVXed a VWaWePeQW Va\iQg WhaW An Taoiseach, Leo 
Varadkar, had spoken to Tusk on October 23 & confirmed his support for the Council 
PUeVideQW¶V YieZ WhaW Whe EU-27 should grant an extension, noting that it would be flexible, in 
that the UK could leave before January 31, if a deal were to be ratified earlier.  
 
Although far too early in the game to consider the future EU-UK trade relations, there has 
been some clarity in terms of the division of labour from the Brussels perspective. For all 
aspects related to trade in services, goods & agriculture, negotiations will be led by the 
incoming Trade Commissioner Phil HRgaQ & DG TRADE VeUYiceV. The EU¶V chief QegRWiaWRU 
Michel Barnier will lead a new team, comprising the remaining officials on the Article 50 
TaVkfRUce & Whe SecUeWaUiaW GeQeUal¶V BUe[iW PUeSaUedQeVV GURXS. The BaUQieU WeaP Zill deal 
with fisheries, aviation, security, research, education, judiciary & nuclear, sources indicated in 
late October. *https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters-from-the-uk-to-the-eu-

council-19-october-2019; **https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eu-withdrawal-

agreement-bill;  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters-from-the-uk-to-the-eu-council-19-october-2019
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EU ACCEPTS NEW WITHDRAWAL AGREEMENT; DUP 

OPPOSITION 
EU leaders unanimously agreed a new Withdrawal Agreement on the basis of proposals from 
UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson on October 17, paving the way for an orderly Brexit by 
October 31, after the British leader backed down over arrangements to avoid a hard border in 
Ireland. BXW WKH NRUWK¶V DHPRFUaWLF UQLRQLVW PaUW\ (DUP) opposed the plans, ruling out their 

support at the forthcoming vote. The revised deal on ending UK membership of the bloc 
agreed by the Council is almost the same as the Withdrawal Agreement reached by former UK 
Premier Theresa May (November 2018). Following a marathon session of talks, changes 
centre on the provisions for Northern Ireland - inc. alignment to a limited set of single market 
rules to avoid a hard border on the island of Ireland (legislation on goods, rules on SPS, 
agricultural production/marketing, VAT & excise in respect of goods and state aid rules), 
Zhile eQVXUiQg Whe UegiRQ UePaiQV SaUW Rf Whe UK¶V cXVWRPV WeUUiWRU\. The PRYe VeekV WR 
UeSlace Whe µbackVWRS¶ arrangement, meant only to apply as an insurance policy if alternative 
arrangements for the border could not be made to work. The move avoids a hard border on the 
island of Ireland, protects the all-island economy & the Good Friday Agreement, as well as 
safeguarding the integrity of the single market, Commission officials outline.  
 
UQdeU Whe UeYiVed µPURWRcRl RQ IUelaQd/NRUWheUQ IUelaQd¶, Whe UK iV allRZed WR UeiPbXUVe 
dXWieV Said RQ gRRdV iPSRUWed iQWR NRUWheUQ IUelaQd. TR aYRid cXVWRPV checkV, Whe EU¶V 
Customs Code will apply to all goods brought into Ireland. EU sanitary & phytosanitary rules 
will also apply. The difference between the controversial backstop in the deal agreed by 
former PM May is that the new arrangements are a legally operative solution,  rather than an 
alternative solution to be put in place if needed. Under the revised arrangement, there will be 
checks & controls on goods entering Northern Ireland from the rest of the UK, including 
sanitary & phytosanitary controls on agri-food products. The checks will be carried out by the 
UK authorities with EU supervision. The two sides are expected to agree a way of carrying out 
checks away from ports & airports of entry. On VAT, Northern Ireland will be part of the UK 
area, with the UK setting rates & collecting the revenue, but EU VAT rules will apply in the 
region, with a provision for exemptions & reduced rates applying in the Republic of Ireland to 
be applied in NI. Northern Ireland will continue to operate the EU VAT Information Exchange 
System (VIES) & share data with Member States. 
 
SSeakiQg WR UeSRUWeUV, JRhQVRQ XUged MPV WR ³cRPe WRgeWheU & geW BUe[iW dRQe´, Va\iQg Whe 
deal ZaV a ³UeaVRQable, faiU RXWcRPe & UeflecWed Whe laUge aPRXQW Rf ZRUk XQdeUWakeQ b\ bRWh 
VideV.´ LaWeU aW a jRiQW SUeVV conference, Council President Donald Tusk said heads of state & 
gRYeUQPeQW ³eQdRUVed WhiV deal & iW lRRkV like Ze aUe YeU\ clRVe WR Whe fiQal VWUeWch.´ The 
former Polish Premier reiterated that the EU ZRXld ³alZa\V VWaQd behiQd IUelaQd & QRW fRUce a 
deal unfaYRXUable WR DXbliQ.´ OQ a SeUVRQal QRWe, he e[SUeVVed hiV VadQeVV, Va\iQg he ZRXld 
alZa\V be a RePaiQeU ³iQ hiV heaUW.´ ³OXU dRRU Zill alZa\V be RSeQ « if RXU BUiWiVh fUieQdV 
decide WR UeWXUQ RQe da\.´ CRPPiVViRQ chief JeaQ-Claude Juncker said the new protocol on 
IUelaQd ZRXld allRZ ³Seace aQd VWabiliW\ RQ Whe iVlaQd Rf IUelaQd.´ He ackQRZledged Whe URle 
IUelaQd¶V Taoiseach Leo Varadkar had in the last-PiQXWe WalkV, Va\iQg ³a deal ZRXld QRW haYe 
been possible today [ZiWhRXW hiP]¶´. The Fine Gael leader paid WUibXWe WR EXURSe¶V ³VWUeQgWh 
Rf XQiW\,´ Zhich SURYideV a ³leVVRQ fRU Whe fXWXUe « WR be WakeQ fRUZaUd iQ fXWXUe 
QegRWiaWiRQV, ZiWh US, ChiQa & TXUke\.´ The UeYiVed We[W ³cUeaWeV a XQiTXe VRlXWiRQ « WR 
Northern Ireland recognising its unique history & geRgUaSh\,´ VaUadkaU added. The EU¶V 
chief QegRWiaWRU Michel BaUQieU Vaid ³Zhile Whe VXbjecW PaWWeU iQ Whe QegRWiaWiQg URRP UelaWed 
WR cXVWRPV, gRRdV & Whe bRUdeU « iW had beeQ SeRSle iQ IUelaQd & NRUWheUQ IUelaQd aV Zell aV 
Seace WhaW ZeUe ceQWUal´ iQ Whe process. 
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A fXUWheU elePeQW Zhich haV caXVed cRQceUQ iV WhaW µleYel Sla\iQg field¶ UeTXiUePeQWV RQ 
iVVXeV like ZRUkeUV¶ UighWV, Whe eQYiURQPeQW, fighWiQg Wa[ aYRidaQce & adheUiQg WR 
international standards, have been moved from the Withdrawal Agreement to the Political 
Declaration. This means they are no longer binding, raising fears that Johnson plans a race to 
the bottom on standards. The 535-page consolidated working document*, based on the 
CRPPiVViRQ¶V deal ZiWh Whe UK gRYeUQPeQW, iQclXdeV a UeYiVed SUR tocol on Ireland/Northern 
Ireland, & a revised political declaration on the future EU-UK relationship. The political 
declaUaWiRQ¶V SURYiViRQV RQ Whe fXWXUe UelaWiRQVhiS haYe beeQ chaQged becaXVe Whe JRhQVRQ 
government has decided it wants a Free Trade AgreePeQW, UaWheU WhaQ Whe ³PXch clRVeU 
SaUWQeUVhiS´ eQYiVaged XQdeU Whe Ma\ deal. TheUe iV a VhaUed aPbiWiRQ WR haYe ]eUR WaUiffV & 
quotas between the EU & the UK, with safeguards to ensure fair competition. Under the 
provisions, Northern Ireland could benefit from UK trade deals with non-EU 3rd countries, but 
will apply EU customs legislation, inc. the application of EU tariffs. 
The Northern Ireland Assembly, suspended since January 2017, will be asked to provide its 
continued support for the Protocol four years after the end of the post-Brexit transition period, 
ending under the agreement on December 31, 2020, during which the future relationship is to 
be negotiated. If not approved by the Assembly, the Protocol ceases to apply after two years. 
If there is cross community consent to continue to apply the Protocol, it would then apply for 
a further eight years. The provisions of the agreement will be overseen by a Joint Committee 
of the UK & EU which can decide, before July 1, 2020, to extend the transition per iod for one 
or two years.  
*See https://ec.europa.eu/commission/brexit-negotiations/negotiating-documents-article-

50-negotiations-united-kingdom_en 

 

REACTIONS TO JOHNSON¶S NEW WITHDRAWAL AGREEMENT 
DUP opposition to Brexit deal: NRUWheUQ IUelaQd¶V DePRcUaWic UQiRQiVW PaUW\ (DUP), 
Whe CRQVeUYaWiYeV¶ PaUliaPeQWaU\ allieV, SXblicl\ VWaWed Whe\ would not support the agreement 
between Johnson & the EU-27 in the UK Parliament¶V YRWe on October 19. The right-wing 
party, which represents voters who support keeping Northern Ireland in the UK, issued a 
statement* following the announcement of the deal, Va\iQg WhaW iW ³had beeQ cRQViVWeQW´ that it 
ZRXld ³RQl\ eYeU cRQVideU VXSSRUWiQg aUUaQgePeQWV WhaW aUe iQ NRUWheUQ IUelaQd¶V lRQg -term 
ecRQRPic & cRQVWiWXWiRQal iQWeUeVWV & SURWecW Whe iQWegUiW\ Rf Whe UQiRQ.´ IW iV Whe DUP¶V YieZ 
Whe SURSRValV aUe QRW beQeficial fRU NRUWheUQ IUelaQd & ³Whe\  undermine the integrity of the 
UQiRQ.´ 
 
PRiQWiQg RXW WhaW Whe UegiRQ¶V PaiQ URXWe Rf eaVW-west trade would be subject to the EU 
Customs Union, even with Northern Ireland officially part of the UK customs territory, they 
cRPSlaiQ WhaW ³all gRRdV ZRXld be Vubject to a customs check regime regardless of their final 
deVWiQaWiRQ.´ GRRdV gRiQg fURP RQe SaUW Rf Whe UK WR aQRWheU ZRXld be VXbjecW WR EU UXleV, 
for example on sanitary & phytosanitary conditions. The EU has a veto on which goods would 
be exempt from customs under the Joint Committee arrangements, something they describe as 
³QRW acceSWable ZiWhiQ Whe iQWeUQal bRUdeUV Rf Whe UK.´ The checkV ZRXld SRWeQWiall\ PeaQ 
higheU cRVWV & UedXced chRice fRU cXVWRPeUV iQ NRUWheUQ IUelaQd. The UegiRQ ³VhRXld QRW be 
VXbjecWed WR adPiQiVWUaWiYe bXUdeQV Zhich Zill be eQWUeQched fRU Whe fXWXUe.´ OQ VAT, NI 
³Zill be bRXQd iQWR aUUaQgePeQWV WhaW Whe UeVW Rf Whe UK Zill QRW,´ Whe\ Va\, cRPSlaiQiQg Rf a 
³Ueal daQgeU WhaW RYeU WiPe NRUWheUQ IUelaQd Zill VWaUW WR diYeUge acURVV VAT & CXVWRPV,´ 
VRPeWhiQg WhaW ZRXld QRW haYe ³bURad VXSSRUW fURP Whe dePRcUaWic UeSUeVeQWaWiYeV Rf Whe 
SeRSle Rf NRUWheUQ IUelaQd.´ The SRliWical SaUW\ UecRgQiVeV WhaW ³VRPe SURgUeVV haV beeQ Pade 
iQ UecRgQiViQg Whe iVVXe Rf cRQVeQW,´ giYiQg bRWh SaUWV of the community a voice in whether the 
aUUaQgePeQWV aUe e[WeQded, bXW cRPSlaiQV WhaW ³Whe elecWed UeSUeVeQWaWiYeV Rf NRUWheUQ IUelaQd 
Zill haYe QR Va\ RQ ZheWheU NRUWheUQ IUelaQd VhRXld eQWeU WheVe aUUaQgePeQWV.´ The UK 
gRYeUQPeQW had ³deSaUWed fURP Whe Srinciple that these arrangements must be subject to the 
cRQVeQW Rf bRWh XQiRQiVWV & QaWiRQaliVWV iQ NRUWheUQ IUelaQd.´ AlWhRXgh Whe aUUaQgePeQWV 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/brexit-negotiations/negotiating-documents-article-50-negotiations-united-kingdom_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/brexit-negotiations/negotiating-documents-article-50-negotiations-united-kingdom_en
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ZRXld be VXbjecW WR a URlliQg UeYieZ, ³Whe SUiQciSleV Rf Whe BelfaVW AgUeePeQW RQ cRQVeQW haYe 
been abandoned iQ faYRXU Rf PajRUiW\ UXle RQ WhiV ViQgle iVVXe alRQe.´  
*See https://www.mydup.com/news/article/statement-from-the-democratic-unionist-

party5 
 

DHaO ³ZRUVH WKaQ Ma\¶V´ - Corbyn: LeadeU Rf Whe UK¶V PaiQ RSSRViWiRQ LabRXU PaUW\, 
JeUeP\ CRUb\Q, called fRU JRhQVRQ¶V WiWhdUaZal Deal WR be UejecWed & SUeVVed agaiQ fRU a 
QeZ UefeUeQdXP RQ Whe WeUPV. ³IW VeePV Whe PUiPe MiQiVWeU haV QegRWiaWed aQ eYeQ ZRUVe deal 
than TheUeVa Ma\¶V,´ Whe lefW-wing politician said in a statement from the party (October 17), 
QRWiQg WhaW Whe SUeYiRXV ZiWhdUaZal WUeaW\ had beeQ ³RYeUZhelPiQgl\ UejecWed.´ The SURSRValV 
UiVked ³WUiggeUiQg a Uace WR Whe bRWWRP RQ UighWV & SURWecWiRQV: SXWWiQg fRRd safety at risk, 
cXWWiQg eQYiURQPeQWal VWaQdaUdV & ZRUkeUV¶ UighWV, & RSeQiQg XS RXU NHS [NaWiRQal HealWh 
SeUYice] WR a WakeRYeU b\ US SUiYaWe cRUSRUaWiRQV.´ JRhQVRQ¶V deal ³ZRQ¶W bUiQg Whe cRXQWU\ 
WRgeWheU & VhRXld be UejecWed,´ he elabRUaWed. ³The beVW way to get Brexit sorted is to give the 
SeRSle Whe fiQal Va\ iQ a SXblic YRWe.´ MeaQZhile, Whe UK¶V SUR-EU centrist Liberal Democrat 
SaUW\ VWURQgl\ RSSRVed JRhQVRQ¶V BUe[iW deal, SURPiViQg WR SXVh fRU a UefeUeQdXP & WR 
continue to campaign for Britain to stay in the EU. Party leader Jo Swinson said that 
³JRhQVRQ¶V deal ZRXld be bad fRU RXU ecRQRP\, bad fRU RXU SXblic VeUYiceV, & bad fRU RXU 
eQYiURQPeQW.´ She ZaV ³PRUe deWeUPiQed WhaQ eYeU WR VWRS BUe[iW,´ & ZRXld ³XVe eYeU\ 
possible opportunity to give the SXblic a PeRSle¶V VRWe RQ Whe BUe[iW deal WhaW iQclXdeV Whe 
RSWiRQ WR UePaiQ iQ Whe EU.´ 
 

NFU concerned over future partnership:  The NaWiRQal FaUPeUV¶ UQiRQ (NFU) fRU 
EQglaQd & WaleV ZelcRPed Whe hRSe Rf aYRidiQg a QR deal BUe[iW RffeUed b\ JRhQVRQ¶V deal 
at the EU Summit on October 17, but has reminded the government of the need to avoid 
cutting standards & keep frictionless trade with the EU. President Minette Batters said that the 
deal PighW ³SaYe Whe Za\ fRU aQ RUdeUl\ BUe[iW.´ HRZeYeU, ³if WhiV deal iV  agreed by UK & EU 
PaUliaPeQWV iQ Whe cRPiQg da\V,´ iW ZRXld RQl\ deWeUPiQe hRZ Whe UK leaYeV & QRW VeW Whe 
long-WeUP UelaWiRQVhiS. IW ZaV ³YiWal´ WhaW gRYeUQPeQW PakeV VXUe ³WhaW BUiWiVh faUPiQg 
standards are not undercut by an ambition to open up British markets to food which would be 
illegal WR SURdXce heUe.´ TheUe PXVW alVR be ³fUee & fUicWiRQleVV WUade ZiWh Whe EU iQ Whe lRQg -
WeUP.´ The XQiRQ¶V fiUVW fePale PUeVideQW Vaid Whe lRbb\ ³had SUeciRXV liWWle UeaVVXUaQceV RQ 
WheVe iVVXeV VR faU.´ She ZaQWed Whe gRYeUQPeQW WR ³be cleaU abRXW iWV aPbiWiRQV fRU BUiWiVh 
faUPiQg.´ The UlVWeU FaUPeUV¶ UQiRQ iV cXUUeQWl\ UeYieZiQg Whe BUe[iW SURSRVal & ³diVcXVViQg 
iW iQWeUQall\ WhURXgh RXU SRlic\ VWUXcWXUeV.´ The SUiRUiW\ iV WR ³fXll\ XQdeUVWaQd ZhaW iW PeaQV 
for agriculture, the food industry & above all the future prosperity of family farm businesses 
iQ NRUWheUQ IUelaQd.´ The\ QRWe ³WheUe aUe PRUe TXeVWiRQV WhaQ aQVZeUV,´ Zhile PRUe claUiW\ iV 
needed on inter alia Whe UegiRQ¶V acceVV WR EU WUade dealV RQce Whe WUaQV ition period ends. 
The\ ZRXld alVR like WR Vee PRUe ³ceUWaiQW\ aURXQd Whe deWailV Rf NI¶V XQfeWWeUed acceVV WR Whe 
GB PaUkeW.´ The ³ke\ RbjecWiYe fURP da\ RQe haV beeQ WR VecXUe WUade WhaW iV aV fUee & 
frictionless as possible east/west and north/south ...  a no deal, however, remains the worst 
SRVVible RXWcRPe fRU NRUWheUQ IUelaQd¶V faPil\-UXQ faUP bXViQeVVeV & PXVW be aYRided.´ 
 

DHaO ³a EaFNZaUG VWHS´ Va\V IRRG LQGXVWU\:  The UK¶V FRRd & DUiQk FedeUaWiRQ 
(FDF) ZaUQed WhaW JRhQVRQ¶V QeZ deal Zill iQcUeaVe cRsts for businesses & consumers and 
undermine the success of the sector in the UK. Chief Executive, Ian Wright, said that it was 
³cUiWical WhaW Whe WhUeaW Rf a diVaVWURXV QR deal BUe[iW be lifWed.´ BXW he alVR called RQ MPV WR 
³cRQVideU ZhaW WhiV deal PeaQV iQ Whe lRQgeU WeUP fRU fRRd & dUiQk, Whe UK¶V laUgeVW 
PaQXfacWXUiQg VecWRU, & Whe VXSSl\ chaiQ¶V fRXU PilliRQ ePSlR\eeV.´ IQ Whe FDF¶V YieZ, ³WhiV 
deal UeSUeVeQWV a backZaUd VWeS iQ WeUPV Rf VecXUiQg fUicWiRQleVV WUade ZiWh Whe EU,´ he Vaid, 
comparing it ZiWh Whe Ma\ agUeePeQW. IW ³VeWV XV RQ cRXUVe fRU UegXlaWRU\ diYeUgeQce fURP RXU 
laUgeVW RYeUVeaV PaUkeW RQ cUiWical fRRd VafeW\, VcieQce & TXaliW\ iVVXeV,´ he cRPSlaiQed, 

https://www.mydup.com/news/article/statement-from-the-democratic-unionist-party5
https://www.mydup.com/news/article/statement-from-the-democratic-unionist-party5
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bePRaQiQg Whe facW WhaW Whe VecWRU ZaV ³alUead\ bXUdeQed b\ e[WeQViYe, diYeUWiQg & costly 
planning for a no-deal e[iW.´ 
 

EU agri-food chain welcomes Brexit deal: EU agri-food chain representatives 
welcomed the agreement reached by EU & UK negotiators, calling on the EP & UK 
parliaments to complete the ratification procedure before October 31. In a joint statement, 
Copa-Cogeca (farmers), CELCAA (traders in agri-food commodities) & FoodDrinkEurope 
(fRRd & dUiQk PaQXfacWXUeUV) Vaid Whe deal ³SaYeV Whe Za\ fRU aQ RUdeUl\ ZiWhdUaZal, a 
principle that the EU agri-food chain has been repeatedly calling for, thereby providing 
SUedicWabiliW\ WR RSeUaWRUV.´ The WhUee RUgaQiVaWiRQV eQdRUVed Whe ³UeYiVed PRliWical 
Declaration, which confirms the ambition to conclude a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with 
zero tariffs & quantitative restrictions between the EU & Whe UK.´ The\ ZelcRPed the 
cRPPiWPeQW WR ³PaiQWaiQiQg cXVWRPV & UegXlaWRU\ cRQYeUgeQce iQ fXWXUe,´ Zhile QRWiQg WhaW 
³Ze Zill QRW be able WR UeSlicaWe Whe adYaQWageV Rf Whe EU cXVWRPV XQiRQ & SiQgle PaUkeW 
WhURXgh aQ FTA.´ OQ behalf Rf Whe EXURSeaQ agri-fRRd chaiQ, Whe cRaliWiRQ ³Zill cRQWiQXe WR 
SURPRWe a cRPSUeheQViYe & deeS FTA beWZeeQ Whe EU & UK, fRllRZiQg Whe UK¶V deSaUWXUe 
fURP Whe EU.´ In 2017, EU-27 agri-food exports to the UK amounteG WR ¼41 bLOOLRQ, ZKLOH UK 
H[SRUWV WR WKH EU UHaFKHG ¼17bQ. TKLV WUaGH & bXVLQHVVHV bHKLQG LW HPSOR\ 44 PLOOLRQ SHRSOH 
across the EU-28.  
 

HINT OF UK FLEXIBILITY ON IRISH BORDER 
The EU & UK agreed to ³iQWeQVif\´ diVcXVViRQV RQ a SRVVible BUe[iW deal, Whe Commission 
Vaid iQ a VWaWePeQW fRllRZiQg a PeeWiQg iQ BUXVVelV beWZeeQ Whe EU¶V Chief QegRWiaWRU Michel 
BaUQieU & Whe UK¶V BUe[iW SecUeWaU\ SWeSheQ BaUcla\ on October 11. The French politician 
debriefed EU-27 APbaVVadRUV & Whe EP¶V BUe[iW SWeeUiQg GURXS afWer the meeting saying 
VXfficieQW UeaVVXUaQceV had beeQ UeceiYed fURP LRQdRQ WR eQWeU ³WXQQel´ QegRWiaWiRQV iQ aQ 
attempt to clinch a last-minute divorce deal. Less than a week before the crucial European 
Summit (October 17-18), the Commission stressed that Whe EU¶V SRViWiRQ had not changed. 
³TheUe PXVW be a legall\ RSeUaWiYe VRlXWiRQ iQ Whe WiWhdUaZal AgUeePeQW WhaW aYRidV a haUd 
bRUdeU RQ Whe iVlaQd Rf IUelaQd,´ iW Vaid. ThaW VRlXWiRQ PXVW SURWecW ³Whe all -island economy & 
the Good Friday (Belfast) Agreement in all its dimensions, & safeguard the integrity of the 
SiQgle MaUkeW.´  
 
The October 11 PeeWiQg caPe afWeU a ³deWailed & cRQVWUXcWiYe diVcXVViRQ,´ beWZeeQ PUiPe 
MiQiVWeU BRUiV JRhQVRQ & IUelaQd¶V Taoiseach Leo Varadkar at Thornton Manor, Merseyside 
(October 10). According to a joint statement issued by the two politicians, both sides had 
agUeed Whe\ ³cRXld Vee a SaWhZa\ WR a SRVVible deal.´ The diVcXVViRQ had fRcXVVed RQ Whe 
³challeQgeV Rf cXVWRPV & cRQVeQW.´ The aSSaUeQW SURgUeVV ZiWhRXW cRQcUeWe VWaWements from 
Brussels, Dublin or London fuelled intense speculation that Johnson was now prepared to talk 
on the basis of Northern Ireland remaining part of the customs union, which would avoid any 
customs checks on the island of Ireland. The former Mayor of  London fuelled that idea with a 
pooled television clip in which he refused to say, when asked, that Northern Ireland would 
defiQiWel\ leaYe Whe cXVWRPV XQiRQ, Va\iQg ³iW ZRXld be ZURQg Rf Pe WR giYe a UXQQiQg 
cRPPeQWaU\ RQ Whe QegRWiaWiRQV.´ He added WhaW  ³XQdeU QR ciUcXPVWaQceV Zill Ze Vee aQ\WhiQg 
WhaW daPageV Whe abiliW\ Rf Whe ZhRle Rf Whe UK WR Wake fXll adYaQWage Rf BUe[iW.´ SXch a PRYe 
waV XQlikel\ WR fiQd faYRXU ZiWh NRUWheUQ IUelaQd¶V DePRcUaWic UQiRQiVW PaUW\ (DUP), Zhich 
had been propping up the UK¶V PiQRUiW\ CRQVeUYaWiYe gRYeUQPeQW. HRZeYeU, giYeQ WhaW 
Johnson had lost a large part of his MPs, either through their own defection or his rather 
capricious sackings, the tiny right-wing & Eurosceptic party had likely lost its ability to 
influence NumbeU 10 DRZQiQg SWUeeW. JRhQVRQ¶V SaUW\ had 288 MPs of a total 650 & the ten 
DUP members were not enough to help it win any vote without other support. DUP leader 
AUleQe FRVWeU iVVXed a VWaWePeQW UeiWeUaWiQg Whe SaUW\¶V SRViWiRQ WhaW QR baUUieUV WR WUade PX st 
be eUecWed ZiWhiQ Whe UK, bXW hiQWiQg aW a UeadiQeVV WR cRPSURPiVe. ³We haYe held VWeadfaVW 
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to that position, while recognising the need to be flexible & look at Northern Ireland specific 
VRlXWiRQV,´ Vhe Vaid. The SRliWiciaQ fURP DeUQaZilW (CR. FeUPaQagh) Vaid heU SaUW\ ³Zill 
alZa\V e[eUciVe RXU cRQVideUable iQflXeQce iQ eQVXUiQg Ze VWaQd XS fRU NRUWheUQ IUelaQd.´  
 

BREXIT TALKS STALLED AS UK ACCUSED OF PLAYING 

³BLAME GAME´ 
Any further substantive negotiations on a Brexit deal were unlikely following a telephone call 
beWZeeQ UK PUiPe MiQiVWeU BRUiV JRhQVRQ & GeUPaQ\¶V ChaQcellRU AQgela MeUkel RQ 
October 8 & the British government's decision to release its apparently slanted version. A 
µDRZQiQg SWUeeW VRXUce¶, XQdeUVWRRd WR be JRhQVRQ¶V cRQWURYeUVial adYiVR r Dominic 
CXPPiQgV, bUiefed jRXUQaliVWV WhaW Whe call ZiWh MeUkel ³VhRZed Whe EU haV adRSWed a QeZ 
SRViWiRQ.´ The GeUPaQ leadeU thought Whe blRc ³haV a YeWR RQ XV leaYiQg Whe EU,´ Whe µVRXUce¶ 
said. Merkel had told her British counterpart that the UK could QRW leaYe Whe EU ³ZiWhRXW 
leaYiQg NRUWheUQ IUelaQd behiQd iQ a cXVWRPV XQiRQ & iQ fXll aligQPeQW fRUeYeU.´ She had alVR 
Vaid WhaW ³IUelaQd PXVW aW leaVW haYe a YeWR RQ NRUWheUQ IUelaQd leaYiQg.´ The µVRXUce¶ Vaid 
WhaW Whe WeleShRQe e[chaQge PeaQW a ³deal iV eVVeQWiall\ iPSRVVible QRW jXVW QRZ bXW eYeU,´ 
addiQg WhaW ³iW alVR Pade cleaU Whe\ aUe ZilliQg WR WRUSedR Whe GRRd FUida\ AgUeePeQW.´ 
German officials refused to comment on what was supposed to be a private call, while 
political commentators noted that the remarks sounded very unlike anything that would have 
beeQ Vaid b\ Whe cRXQWU\¶V XVXall\ PeaVXUed & diSlRPaWic leadeU. CRXQcil PUeVideQW DRQald 
Tusk told Johnson over Twitter on October 8 WhaW ³ZhaW¶V aW VWake iV QRW ZiQQiQg VRPe VWXSid 
blaPe gaPe.´ ³At stake is the future of Europe & the UK as well as the security & interests of 
RXU SeRSle,´ he ZeQW RQ. ³YRX dRQ¶W ZaQW a deal, \RX dRQ¶W ZaQW aQ e[WeQViRQ, \RX dRQ¶W ZaQW 
WR UeYRke, TXR YadiV?´ IUelaQd¶V Tánaiste SiPRQ CRYeQe\ UeVSRQded WR TXVk ZiWh ³haUd to 
disagree - UeflecWV Whe fUXVWUaWiRQ acURVV EU & Whe eQRUPiW\ Rf ZhaW¶V aW VWake fRU XV all.´ ³We 
remain open to finalize a fair Brexit deal but need a UK Govt willing to work with EU to get it 
dRQe,´ Whe CRUkPaQ Vaid.  
 
EP President David Sassoli came out of a meeting with Johnson at Downing Street on October 
8, saying the UK proposals [see below] ZeUe ³QRW iPPediaWel\ RSeUable´ & a ³lRQg Za\ fURP 
VRPeWhiQg WR Zhich Whe PaUliaPeQW cRXld agUee.´ The EP ZRXld QRW agUee WR SURSRValV WhaW 
undermine the Good FUida\ AgUeePeQW, he Vaid. ³TheUe aUe WZR alWeUQaWiYeV WR a deal aW WhiV 
jXQcWXUe: E[WeQViRQ RU QR deal,´ Whe IWaliaQ SRcialiVW MEP ZeQW RQ. SaVVRli alVR PeW HRXVe Rf 
Commons Speaker John Bercow & told the British parliamentarian that the EP would suppor t 
a UK UeTXeVW fRU aQ AUWicle 50 e[WeQViRQ, ³iQ  order to have time for a general election or a 
UefeUeQdXP.´ The fRUPeU jRXUQaliVW, RUigiQall\ fURP FlRUeQce, Vaid WhaW BeUcRZ & he had 
³fXll\ agUeed RQ Whe iPSRUWaQW URle WhaW RXU SaUliaPeQWV Sla\ iQ Whe BUe[ iW SURceVV.´ TheUe ZaV 
³a cRPPRQ aZaUeQeVV WhaW a diVRUdeUl\ e[iW Rf Whe UK fURP Whe EU ZRXld be agaiQVW Whe 
iQWeUeVWV Rf BUiWiVh & EXURSeaQ ciWi]eQV.´  
 
NFU anger at UK tariff plans: The England & Wales National Farmers Union (NFU) 
reacted angrily to a UK government update* on tariffs after a no deal Brexit which threatens 
to remove protection for key sectors including cereals, eggs, fruit & vegetables & some dairy. 
NFU PUeVideQW MiQeWWe BaWWeUV Vaid PUiPe MiQiVWeU BRUiV JRhQVRQ had ³PiVVed a Ueal 
opportuniW\ WR back BUiWiVh faUPeUV.´ ³We Zill Vee, fURP da\ RQe, faUP bXViQeVVeV faciQg QeZ, 
high WaUiffV RQ PXch Rf Whe 60% Rf RXU e[SRUWV WhaW gR iQWR Whe EU,´ Vhe QRWed, ³Zhile WaUiffV 
RQ gRRdV cRPiQg iQWR Whe UK Zill be VeW faU, faU lRZeU & iQ PaQ\ caVeV ZRQ¶ t be applied at 
all.´ ³BUiWiVh egg faUPeUV, ceUeal faUPeUV, RXU hRUWicXlWXUal gURZeUV & PaQ\ Rf RXU daiU\ 
faUPeUV Zill haYe ]eUR SURWecWiRQ,´ Vhe cRPSlaiQed. The UK ZaV ³iQ daQgeU Rf RSeQiQg XS Whe 
country to imported food which would be illegal to be prodXced heUe.´ ³BRUdeU WaUiffV haYe 
YeU\ liWWle iPSacW RQ UeWail fRRd SUiceV,´ BaWWeUV e[SlaiQed, bXW Whe\ cRXld ³haYe a PaVViYe 
impact on the viability of farm businesses & our ability to produce high quality, great British 
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fRRd.´ The WilWVhiUe faUPeU & cR-fRXQdeU Rf Whe µLadieV iQ Beef¶ caPSaigQ  SUefeUUed 
³RffeUiQg VRPe liPiWed WaUiff SURWecWiRQ & PaQagiQg YRlXPeV WhURXgh a V\VWeP Rf iPSRUW 
TXRWaV,´ cUeaWiQg ³Whe UighW balaQce beWZeeQ SURWecWiQg Whe iQWeUeVWV Rf dRPeVWic SURdXceUV & 
keeping retail food priceV XQdeU cRQWURl.´ 
*See https://www.gov.uk/government/news/temporary-tariff-regime-updated 

 

B25I6 J2HN62N 3876 F25:A5D µ35272C2L¶ F25 I5I6H 
BORDER 

On October 2 UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson wrote to Commission President Jean-Claude 
JXQckeU, ZiWh a QeZ µSURWRcRl¶ RQ Whe IUiVh bRUdeU - supposedly designed to replace the 
µbackVWRS¶ iQ Whe RUigiQal WiWhdUaZal AgUeePeQW. Widel\ leaked ahead Rf iWV SXblicaWiRQ, Whe 
new UK plan to UeSlace Whe ³bUidge WR QRZheUe´ aSSeaUed to have zero chance of being 
acceptable to the EU or its Member States. In the 4-page correspondence* issued after his 
speech to the Conservative Party conference, Johnson proposed ³Whe SRWeQWial cUeaWiRQ Rf aQ 
all-island regulatory zone on the island of Ireland, covering all goods including agri -fRRd´. 
The Northern Ireland Executive & Assembly would have to endorse the arrangements before 
Whe\ cRPe iQWR fRUce & eYeU\ fRXU \eaUV afWeUZaUdV. ³If cRQVeQW iV QRW VecXUed, the 
aUUaQgePeQWV ZRXld laSVe,´ Whe CRQVeUYaWiYe leadeU cRQWiQXed. Northern Ireland would be 
³fXll\ SaUW Rf Whe UK cXVWRPV WeUUiWRU\´ XQdeU WhiV aUUaQgePeQW.  
 
In a letter apparently meant more for public consumption in the UK than to impress the EU, 
the New York born politician told JXQckeU WhaW ³WheUe iV QRZ YeU\ liWWle WiPe iQ Zhich WR 
QegRWiaWe a QeZ AgUeePeQW beWZeeQ Whe UK & Whe EU XQdeU AUWicle 50.´ WiWh jXVW fRXU ZeekV 
to go ahead of the Brexit deadline (October 31), Johnson said ³RXU SURSRVal UePRves the so 
called µbackVWRS¶ iQ Whe SUeYiRXV WiWhdUaZal AgUeePeQW.´ ³A QeZ Za\ fRUZaUd PXVW be 
fRXQd.´ A 7-page explanatory note* accompanying the letter says that all goods moving 
beWZeeQ Whe ReSXblic & NRUWheUQ IUelaQd ZRXld haYe WR be ³QRWified XViQg a declaration´. 
However, IUelaQd¶V bURadcaVWeU RTe (Raidió Teilifís Éireann) reported that the plan envisaged 
a VeUieV Rf µcXVWRPV cleaUaQce ceQWUeV¶ fiYe WR WeQ PileV eiWheU Vide Rf Whe bRUdeU, cUeaWiQg aQ 
exclusion zone which would cut off the north western part of the Republic of Ireland from the 
rest of the country. In a statement responding to the letter, Juncker said that the Commission, 
which had UeceiYed a legal We[W, ZRXld e[aPiQe iW ³RbjecWiYel\.´ FRllRZiQg a ShRQe call ZiWh 
Johnson on October 2, JuQckeU QRWed WhaW WheUe ZeUe ³VWill VRPe SURblePaWic SRiQWV WhaW Zill 
need further work in the coming days, notably with regards to the governance of the 
backVWRS.´ ³The delicaWe balaQce VWUXck b\ Whe GRRd FUida\ AgUeePeQW PXVW be SUeVeUYed.´  
 
An Taoiseach Leo Varadkar, who spoke with the embattled UK Premier by telephone on 
October 2, Vaid Whe SURSRValV ³dR QRW fXll\ PeeW Whe agUeed RbjecWiYeV Rf Whe backVWRS.´ BXW he 
vowed to study them in more detail & consult with the EU institutions & other national 
capitals, ahead of further talks with Johnson. Tánaiste SiPRQ CRYeQe\ Vaid WhaW ³iW dReVQ¶W 
VeeP like Whe baViV fRU agUeePeQW, WhaW¶V fRU VXUe.´ MeaQZhile, LabRXU leadeU JeUeP\ CRUb\Q 
Vaid he ³caQQRW Vee´ JRhQVRQ¶V SURSRValV geWWiQg VXSSRUW, Zhile ScRWWiVh National Party leader 
NicRla SWXUgeRQ Vaid WhaW iW ZaV ³haUd WR eVcaSe (Whe) cRQclXViRQ WhaW Whe\¶Ue deVigQed WR 
fail.´ LibDem leader Jo Swinson said on October 1 WhaW iW ZaV ³iQcUeaViQgl\ cleaU BRUiV 
JRhQVRQ iVQ¶W VeUiRXV abRXW geWWiQg a deal,´ Zhile heU colleague Tom Brake (MP) described the 
RffeU, aV leaked, aV ³QRWhiQg VhRUW Rf deUiVRU\.´ SSeakiQg RQ Whe fiQal da\ Rf Whe TRU\ PaUW\ 
conference in Manchester (September 29-October 2), JRhQVRQ iQViVWed WhaW ³ZhaW SeRSle ZaQW, 
what leavers want, what remainers want, what the whole world wants, is to be calmly & 
VeQVibl\ dRQe ZiWh Whe VXbjecW & WR PRYe RQ.´ ³We aUe cRPiQg RXW Rf Whe EU RQ OcWober 31 
cRPe ZhaW Pa\,´ he aVVXUed Whe SaUW\ faiWhfXl.  
*See https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-proposals-for-a-new-protocol-on-

irelandnorthern-ireland 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/temporary-tariff-regime-updated
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-proposals-for-a-new-protocol-on-irelandnorthern-ireland
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-proposals-for-a-new-protocol-on-irelandnorthern-ireland
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UK introduces Environment Bill:  The UK government introduced an Environment 
Bill* (October 15) for England only, which promises a green transformation after Brexit. The 
232-page bill would hold government to account if it fails to meet environmental targets on 
meeting net zero emissions of greenhouse gases by 2050 as well as on biodiversi ty, air quality, 
water and resource & waste efficiency, with a requirement for Ministers to tell Parliament 
why & when any target has been missed. Environment Secretary Theresa Villiers called the 
QaWXUal eQYiURQPeQW ³a YiWal VhaUed UeVRXUce.´ The bill ³leads a green transformation that will 
helS RXU cRXQWU\ WR WhUiYe,´ Vhe cRQWiQXed. ³IW SRViWiRQV Whe UK aV a ZRUld leadeU RQ 
improving air quality, environmental biodiversity, a more circular economy, & managing our 
precious water resources in a changing cliPaWe.´ The MiQiVWeU alVR claiPed WhaW iW ³eQVXUeV 
that after Brexit, environmental ambition & accountability are placed more clearly than ever 
befRUe aW Whe heaUW Rf gRYeUQPeQW, bRWh QRZ & iQ Whe fXWXUe.´ NFU PUeVideQW MiQeWWe BaWWeUV 
said the bill appeared ³bURad & aPbiWiRXV.´ The XQiRQ ZRXld ³e[aPiQe Whe deWailV iQ Whe 
cRPiQg da\V.´  
*See https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2019-20/environment.html 

 
NFU calls for national food strategy: The National Farmers Union (England & 
Wales) has called for a national food strategy to support farming in improving productivity, 
sustainability & health. The farm lobby has been talking to its members in response to a call 
for evidence from Henry Dimbleby, a cookery writer & restaurant operator, who has been 
given the job of developing food policy by the government. NFU President Minette Batters 
Vaid Whe UeYieZ ZaV ³lRQg RYeUdXe,´ & called RQ SRliWiciaQV WR ³Wake dRPeVWic faUPiQg & fRRd 
productiRQ VeUiRXVl\ aV iW SXWV SlaQV iQ Slace fRU a QaWiRQal VWUaWeg\.´  
 
Soil Association Brexit helpline:  The UK¶V biggeVW RUgaQic ceUWificaWiRQ bRd\, Whe SRil 
Association, opened a helpline for businesses in the sector to prepare for a no deal Brexit on 
October 31. Launched on October 10, with a phone line, email address & online chat system, 
the helpline gives access to a team to answer questions & provide up-to-date information. 
There is also a new Brexit support page*, which will be kept up to date & live. The service is 
open to all UK organic businesses, not just those certified by the Soil Association. UK organic 
producers would not be able to sell into the EU after a no deal Brexit without certification 
from an EU-27 certification body. Liz Bowles, Associate Director of Farming, Soil 
AVVRciaWiRQ, Vaid WhaW a QR deal BUe[iW ZRXld PeaQ ³Pa[iPXP XQceUWaiQW\ fRU RUgaQic fRRd & 
faUPiQg, UaiViQg cUiWical iVVXeV RQ Whe abiliW\ WR WUade & e[SRUW´. She cRPSlaiQed Rf a ³lack Rf 
claUiW\ & SURgUeVV fURP gRYeUQPeQW.´ The hRWliQe iV fXQded fURP Whe gRYeUQPeQW¶V BUe[iW 
readiness fund. The telephone number is (+44) 03334 141451, email address is 

Brexitsupport@soilassociation.org;  
*See https://www.soilassociation.org/brexitforbusiness/  

 

FARMER PROTESTS BLOCK GERMAN, DUTCH CITIES 
Large protests brought traffic to a halt in Bonn & The Hague on October 22, as farmers used 
their tractors to get across their complaints about being unfairly blamed for environmental 
issues & subject to increasingly onerous legislation. In Germany, protests took place in 17 
cities, notably Bonn, where the Farm Ministry is based, but also in Berlin, Munich, Bayreuth, 
Erfurt, Rendsburg, Hanover, Oldenburg, Stuttgart, Freiburg, Leipzig & Görlitz, organised by a 
group called µLaQd VchaffW VeUbiQdXQg¶ (countryside creates connection). The main gathering 
ZaV aW BRQQ¶V M�QVWeUSlaW], ZheUe accRUdiQg WR Whe UegiRQal faUPeUV¶ RUgaQiVaWiRQ RLV 
(Rheinische Landwirtschafts-Verband) almost 6 000 farmers gathered in the square while 2 
000 tractors stood outside the city in a protest making clear their anger at the latest changes to 
farm & environmental policy. RLV President Bernhard Conzen expressed anger at what 
SRliWiciaQV ZeUe dRiQg WR faUPeUV. ³WheWheU iW ZaV laZV RQ feUWiliVeUV RU iQVecW SURWecWiRQ, 
WheUe ZeUe QeZeU & VhaUSeU UeTXiUePeQWV aURXQd eYeU\ cRUQeU,´ CRQ]eQ Vaid. ³FaUPeUV ZeUe 

https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2019-20/environment.html
mailto:Brexitsupport@soilassociation.org
https://www.soilassociation.org/brexitforbusiness/
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being told they should spread less manure, do without crop protection products or not use their 
laQd aW all aV iW ZaV WXUQed iQWR SURWecWed aUeaV.´ FaUPeUV¶ lRXd SURWeVWV VhRXld Pake iW cleaU 
WhaW ³WhiV caQQRW gR RQ,´ he Vaid, calliQg fRU QegRWiaWiRQV ZiWh SRlic\ -makers. Conzen wants 
Environment Minister Svenja Schulze to follow the example of her colleague Julia Klöckner, 
responsible for Food, Agriculture & Consumer Protection, & engage in a technical dialogue 
ZiWh faUPeUV & RWheU VWakehRldeUV. ³We aUe WiUed Rf Whe facW WhaW Whe FedeUal EQYiURQPeQW 
Minister only follows the ideological demands of the environmental side, without any 
appreciation of the efforts that we farmers have made for years," the RLV President went on. 
In the Netherlands, more than 2 000 farmers took to the roads on tractors on October 22, 
heading for The Hague & creating more than 1 000km of traffic jams. Protestors complained 
that their industry is being treated unfairly & being accused of mistreating animals & polluting 
Whe eQYiURQPeQW. The SURWeVW ZaV ³abRXW RXU faPilieV, RXU fXWXUe, Whe fXWXUe Rf RXU childUeQ,´ 
VheeS faUPeU BaUW KePS, RQe Rf Whe RUgaQiVeUV Rf Whe SURWeVW WRld dePRQVWUaWRUV. ³IW'V abRXW 
RXU Za\ Rf life.´  
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BEYOND THE EU 
 

WTO DSB DISCUSSES FERTILISER, AIRBUS PROGRESS 
The October 28 meeting of the WTO Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) in Geneva heard from 
members about progress or lack thereof in cases concerning ammonium nitrate, Airbus & 
biotech products, among others. Chaired by Ambassador David Walker of New Zealand, the 
DSB heard from Ukraine on case DS493: Ukraine - Anti-Dumping Measures on Ammonium 
Nitrate saying it would implement a July 20, 2018 panel ruling, which required it to change 
anti-dumping measures it had taken against imports of Russian ammonium nitrate, to bring 
them into conformity with WTO rules [see AGRA FOCUS, October 2019, p.33]. The eastern 
European country produced a statement which said that it would take time to follow the 
necessary legal procedures & that it was ready to engage in a constructive dialogue on the 
issue. A Russian statement to the DSB ZelcRPed UkUaiQe¶V aQQRXQcePeQW & lRRked fRUZaUd 
to discussion with Kiev on how compliance would be achieved.  
 
Turning to dispute DS316: European Communities and Certain Member States – Measures 
affecting trade in large civil aircraft [see below], the US complained that the EU had failed to 
provide a status report to the settlement body. In response, the EU said that the question was 
subject to new compliance proceedings & that it was under no obligation to submit a status 
report. The Board looked at DS291: European Communities - Measures Affecting the 
Approval & Marketing of Biotech Products. The US complained that dozens of applications 
for approval of biotech events had been awaiting approval for an extended period. Even when 
products were finally approved, Member States continued to impose restrictions viewed by the 
US as unwarranted. It urged the bloc to ensure that all its measures on the approval of these 
products, including those taken by its Member States were based on scientific principles & 
decisions were taken without undue delay. Indonesia reported on the status of DS477 & 
DS478, Indonesia - Importation of Horticultural Products, Animals & Animal Products. 
Washington complained that Jakarta continued to fail to bring its measures into line with 
international trade rules. In particular, the US & New Zealand said there were significant 
concerns with import licences inc. harvest period restrictions, warehouse capacity 
requirements, limited validity requirements, limited validity periods & fixed licence terms. 
 
Meanwhile, the US said it was not in a position to support a proposal from 116 WTO members 
calling for the selection process to fill vacancies on the Appellate Body to be started. Norway 
told the DSB it had concluded a temporary agreement with the EU to deal with possible 
appeals in disputes between the two, should the Appellate Body cease to operate in Dec ember 
[see below]. The deal is similar to an arrangement made between Canada & the EU. The next 
DSB meeting is slated for November 22. *To see details of WTO disputes, go to 

www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_status_e.htm & type in the case number 
provided;  
 

EU-Norway back WTO interim appeal arbitration arrangement: Leaders of the 
EU & Norway backed an interim appeal arbitration arrangement on October 21 based on 
existing WTO rules, in a bid to preserve & safeguard a functioning WTO dispute settlement 
V\VWeP. The US adPiQiVWUaWiRQ¶V lRQg-standing decision to block new appointments to the 
aSSealV bRd\ haV cRPSURPiVed Whe blRc¶V abiliW\ WR UeVRlYe diVSXWeV, Zhile Whe EU & NRUZa\ 
aUe keeQ WR iPSlePeQW aQ ³effecWiYe & biQdiQg diVSXWe VeWWlePeQW fRU aQ\ SRWeQWial WUade 
disputes that might oppose them under WTO law .´ The iQWeUiP aUUaQgePeQW Zill aSSl\ WR 
disputes in the event the Appellate Body is unable to hear appeals & will remain in place until 

http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_status_e.htm
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Whe ASSellaWe BRd\ iV RSeUaWiRQal. IQ a VWaWePeQW, RfficialV Va\ Whe EU¶V ³fRUePRVW SUiRUiW\ 
remains to ensure an effecWiYe fXQcWiRQiQg Rf Whe e[iVWiQg WTO ASSellaWe BRd\´, SRiQWiQg RXW 
that if the current impasse persists, the Body would be unable to hear new appeals after 
December 10. The EU & other members of the 164-strong bloc have made formal proposals & 
are discussing ways to resolve the situation. In the meantime, an interim solution that mirrors 
the existing WTO appeal process can be established between interested WTO members, as was  
the case with the EU & Canada back in July. 
 

WASHINGTON SETS PUNITIVE TARIFFS ON EU EXPORTS IN 

AIRBUS/BOEING DISPUTE  
The WRUld TUade OUgaQiVaWiRQ¶V aUbiWUaWiRQ SaQel aXWhRUiVed Whe US adPiQiVWUaWiRQ WR 
introduce annual retaliatory tariffs up to a value of almost $7.5 billion on a range of European 
imports inc. wine, whiskey, olives, dairy products, cashmere sweaters, luxury goods & aircraft 
parts (October 2)*, in the 15-year Airbus/Boeing legal battle over subsidies. The decision 
PaUkV Whe laUgeVW aZaUd Rf iWV kiQd iQ Whe WUade blRc¶V hiVWRU\. Washington introduced the 
punitive duties from October 18 - 10% rate on large civil aircraft & 25% on agricultural & 
other products - further aggravating EU-US trade relations, which have become increasingly 
strained over the past few months. On the basis of the 16-page final product list subjected to 
additional ad valorem duties, agricultural goods are targeted but in a very complicated way. 
The bXlk Rf Whe WaUiffV aUe aSSlicable WR iPSRUWV fURP AiUbXV¶V fRXQdiQg cRXQWUieV - the UK, 
FR, DE & ES - inc. single-malt Irish & Scotch Whiskies, olive oil, cheese, frozen pigmeat, but 
food exports from all other EU countries are also targeted. Irish exports to the US such as 
KeUU\gRld bXWWeU, Baile\¶V CUeaP LiTXeXU, cheeVe, \RghXUW & SRUk lRRk VeW fRU hefW\ leYieV, 
with some commentators suggesting that the PRYe VeUYeV aV a ³ZaUQiQg VhRW´ fURP PUeVideQW 
Donald Trump to future Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan. Early next year, the Geneva-based 
trade body is expected to give Brussels the green light to impose its own tariffs on US imports 
in retaliation for subsidies that led to lost sales for Airbus.  
 
Commenting on the litigation case, EU Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmström said it would 
be ³VhRUW-VighWed & cRXQWeUSURdXcWiYe´ fRU WaVhiQgWRQ WR VlaS WaUiffV RQ EU gRRdV, 
underlining that Brussels would be allowed to do the same in a parallel case over illegal 
VXbVidieV gUaQWed WR BReiQg. The ³PXWXal iPSRViWiRQ Rf cRXQWeUPeaVXUeV « ZRXld RQl\ iQflicW 
damage on businesses & citizens on both sides of the Atlantic & harm global trade and the 
broader aviation industry aW a VeQViWiYe WiPe,´ Whe RXWgRiQg TUade chief VWaWed.  
 
The EU¶V laUgeVW faUP lRbb\ CRSa-Cogeca called on both parties to avoid any escalation in the 
long-running dispute & for their commitment to negotiate trade aspects in an orderly manner. 
The umbrella organisation supports Commission efforts to find mutually beneficial solutions 
fRU WhiV ³QRQ-agUicXlWXUal PaWWeU.´ IQ UeacWiRQ WR Whe aQQRXQcePeQW, SecUeWaU\ GeQeUal Pekka 
PeVRQeQ UegUeWWed WhaW Whe ³agUicXlWXUal VecWRU ZaV RQce agaiQ Sa\iQg Whe bill fRU a  political 
deciViRQ RQ WUade WhaW haV QRWhiQg WR dR ZiWh iW.´ ³FaUPeUV RQ bRWh VideV Rf Whe AWlaQWic Qeed 
stability & trust in order to make long-WeUP iQYeVWPeQWV WR UePaiQ cRPSeWiWiYe & aWWUacWiYe,´ 
he added. FoodDrinkEurope echoed this stance, with Director General Mella Frewen urging 
bRWh SaUWieV WR ³eQgage iQ a cRQVWUXcWiYe dialRgXe WR VZifWl\ UeVRlYe Whe aiUcUafW diVSXWeV & 
aYRid fXUWheU eVcalaWiRQ Rf WUade WeQViRQV « all effRUWV VhRXld fRcXV RQ a SRViWiYe WUade 
agenda, which aims to strengthen our long-VWaQdiQg WUaQVaWlaQWic WUade UelaWiRQV.´  
*For more details see www.wto.org; 
 
US & China in preliminary trade deal:  The US & China have agreed a preliminary 
trade deal that would see Washington hold off on a hike in tar iffs on $250 billion of Chinese 
imports, from 25% to 30% (which were due to come into effect on October 15), following 
bilateral talks in Washington (October 10-11). US PUeVideQW DRQald TUXPS & ChiQa¶V Vice 

http://www.wto.org/
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Premier Liu He held a joint press conference at the White House (October 11), at which the 
APeUicaQ leadeU Vaid WhaW ³Ze¶Ye cRPe WR a YeU\ VXbVWaQWial ShaVe RQe deal.´ WUiWiQg XS Whe 
liPiWed agUeePeQW ZRXld ³SURbabl\ [Wake] WhUee ZeekV, fRXU ZeekV, RU fiYe ZeekV,´ he 
elaborated, telling journalists that ³aV \RX kQRZ, Ze¶Ue gRiQg WR be iQ Chile WRgeWheU fRU a big 
SXPPiW,´ - taken as a reference to the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Ministerial 
in Santiago, Chile on November 13-14 (meetings run all week November 11-17). ³Ma\be iW¶ll 
be then, or ma\be iW¶ll be VRPeWiPe aURXQd WheQ,´ TUXPS ZeQW RQ. The 73-year-old Republican 
SRliWiciaQ deVcUibed Whe WeQWaWiYe bilaWeUal accRUd aV a ³WUePeQdRXV deal fRU faUPeUV, iQYRlYiQg 
the purchase of between $40-$50 billiRQ ZRUWh Rf agUicXlWXUal SURdXcWV´ [such as soybeans & 

pork] - PRUe WhaQ dRXble Whe leYelV befRUe Whe WUade ZaU. ³I¶d VXggeVW Whe faUPeUV haYe WR gR & 
iPPediaWel\ bX\ PRUe laQd & geW biggeU WUacWRUV,´ said the US leader, who is seeking re-
election in November 2020. 
 
US farmers let down on biofuels:  The US NaWiRQal FaUPeUV¶ UQiRQ (NFU) haV 
expressed disappointment after the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) watered down 
action promised by the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) over the effect of small 
refinery exemptions on biofuel demand [see AGRA FOCUS, August 2019, p.48]. In an 
announcement on October 15, the EPA put forward a plan which would only create a much 
smaller than hoped for increase in demand, just 770 million gallons a year, instead of 1.35 
billion. NFU Vice-President of Public PRlic\ & CRPPXQicaWiRQV RRb LaUeZ Vaid WhaW ³agaiQ 
& again, the administration has made big promises to family farmers & and again & again, 
Whe\ haYe failed WR deliYeU RQ WhRVe SURPiVeV.´ ³We VhRXldQ¶W be VXUSUiVed, WheQ, ZheQ 
President Trump & the EPA swear to fully repair the harm inflicted by small refinery 
e[ePSWiRQV & WheQ RQl\ RffeU half a VRlXWiRQ´ he ZeQW RQ. ³We aUe VWill gUaYel\ diVaSSRiQWed,´ 
he cRPSlaiQed. ³FaPil\ faUPeUV haYe beeQ bXUQed WRR PaQ\ WiPeV b\ bURkeQ SURPiVeV & half -
heaUWed VXSSRUW.´ 
*See https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2019/10/04/president-trump-delivers-

key-promise-american-farmers-epa-usda 
 

Centre-left wins Argentine election: Alberto Fernández of the centre-left Justicialist 
(Peronist) party was elected on October 27 as the new President of Argentina, ousting 
Mauricio Macri of the centre-right Republican Proposal party. Fernández is expected to take 
office on December 10, following the first ever removal in an election of an incumbent 
Argentine President. The election was dominated by an economic crisis. Ex-President Cristina 
Fernández de Kirchner (2007-2015) will be Vice-President in Fernández's administration. The 
60-year-Rld FeUQiQde], ZhR iV fURP BXeQRV AiUeV, iV a laZ\eU ZhR ZaV Whe cRXQWU\¶V 
negotiator in the GATT Uruguay Round.  
 
Uruguay election inconclusive: Uruguay faces a second round of voting on November 
24 after an election on October 27 failed to produce a conclusive result. Daniel Martínez of 
the centre-left Broad Front coalition won the first round of the presidential election but failed 
to get the 50% required for an outright win. Martínez faces Luis Lacalle Pou of the 
conservative National Party in the November 24 vote in a campaign which has been dominated 
by concerns over crime & the economy. 
 

 
 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2019/10/04/president-trump-delivers-key-promise-american-farmers-epa-usda
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2019/10/04/president-trump-delivers-key-promise-american-farmers-epa-usda
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MARKETS 
 

EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS RISE IN AUGUST 
The Commission reported further growth in EU agri-food exports in August, with imports 
marginally lower and pork, spirits and liqueurs & dairy products leading the increase in sales 
abroad. The 7-page report ‘Monitoring EU agri-food trade: Development until August 2019’*, 
published on October 24, VhRZed a UiVe Rf 5.6% iQ Whe WRWal YalXe Rf Whe VecWRU¶V e[SRUWV 
dXUiQg Whe PRQWh cRPSaUed ZiWh Whe \eaU befRUe, bUiQgiQg iW WR ¼12.07 billion. Imports fell by 
0.2% fURP a \eaU eaUlieU WR ¼9.14bQ, leaYiQg Whe EU¶V fRRd WUade VXUSlXV aW ¼2.93bQ, +29%. 
For the year to the end of August, total EU agri-fRRd e[SRUWV ZeUe XS b\ 6% aW ¼145.1bQ. 
Imports for the 12 months to the end of August ZeUe XS 3% aW ¼118.6bQ. FRU AXgust 2019 
compared with August 2018, the biggest increases in sales by destination were for China, up 
¼283P (+33.4%) & Whe US, XS ¼192P (+9.9%). The biggeVW fallV ZeUe fRU HRQg KRQg, dRZQ 
¼66P RU 21%, Lib\a, alVR dRZQ ¼66P RU 59% aQd AlgeUia dRZQ ¼48P RU 20%. WheaW, XS 
¼142P (+39%), SRUk XS ¼132P (+36%) VSiUiWV aQd liTXeXUV XS ¼125P (+12%), Pilk SRZdeUV 
& Zhe\ XS ¼82P (+26%) & cheeVe XS ¼52P (+15%) led Whe hike iQ e[SRUWV. E[SRUWV Rf liYe 
aQiPalV fell b\ 27% RU ¼74P & WhRVe Rf beeW aQd caQe VXgaU b\ 57% RU ¼52P. E[SRUWV Rf 
YegeWable RilV, e[clXdiQg SalP & RliYe Ril ZeUe dRZQ b\ ¼21P RU 11%, Zhile beeU e[SRUWV 
ZeUe dRZQ b\ ¼20P RU 6%. 
 
By country the biggest increases in agri-food imports in August 2019, compared with August 
2018 ZeUe fRU UkUaiQe, XS ¼198P (+50%), BUa]il, XS ¼94P (+10%) & CaQada, Zhich VaZ iWV 
ValeV WR Whe EU UiVe b\ ¼74P RU 57%. IPSRUWV fURP Whe EU fell b\ ¼153P RU 15%. ThRVe fURP 
SRXWh AfUica ZeUe dRZQ b\ ¼59P RU 19% aQd fURP IQdRQeVia  b\ ¼51P RU 13%. The biggest 
increases in imports for August compared with a year earlier were for oilseeds (other than 
VR\beaQV), XS ¼147P (+49%), cRaUVe ceUealV, XS ¼113P (53%), eWhaQRl, XS ¼42P (+138%), 
ZheaW, XS ¼42P (+42%) aQd beeW aQd caQe VXgaU Zhich ZaV XS ¼41P (+88%). The  biggest 
fallV iQ iPSRUWV ZeUe fRU XQURaVWed cRffee & Wea, dRZQ ¼103P RU 17%, VR\beaQV, dRZQ 
¼58P/13%, SalP Ril, dRZQ ¼49P/11%, ciWUXV fUXiW, dRZQ ¼48P/15% aQd fUXiW jXiceV dRZQ 
¼43P/22%. The report does not give reasons for the changes, but much higher pork exports are 
likely to be an effect of the damage African Swine Fever (ASF) has done in some parts of the 
world, notably South East Asia, while increased imports of oilseeds at a time of tight supply in  
the EU are reflected by higher total import figures from Brazil, a major producer.  
*https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/trade/trade-and-international-policy-
analysis#monitoringeuagrifoodtrade 

 

EU AGRI-FOOD EXPORTS FARE WELL OUT OF FTAs 
The EU¶V agUi-food sector has performed strongly in exports to countries covered by Free 
Trade Agreements (FTAs), the Commission confirmed on October 14. A 40-page annual report 
on the ‘Implementation of Free Trade Agreements’*  (2018) shows growth in EU exports to & 
imports from international partners of 2% & 4.6% respectively, with a strong performance for 
agri-fRRd. The UQiRQ¶V e[SRUWV Rf agUi-food products under preferential agreements grew by 
2.2% RU ¼1 billiRQ iQ 2018, Zhile agUi-fRRd iPSRUWV decliQed b\ 0.6%. The dealV ³cRQWiQXe WR 
contribute to developing a rules-based trading system & they improved market access for EU 
SURdXcWV & iQYeVWPeQWV iQ SaUWQeU cRXQWUieV,´ DG TRADE officials outline. EU Trade 
CRPPiVViRQeU Cecilia MalPVWU|P Vaid Whe UeSRUW VhRZed WhaW ³PRUe Rf RXU glRbal WUade iV 
cRYeUed b\ SUefeUeQWial dealV WhaQ eYeU befRUe.´ ³OXU fRRd & dUiQk e[SRUWV iQ SaUWicXlaU aUe 
flourishing thanks to lower tariffs & legal protection abroad for products such as Champagne 
& FeWa,´ Vhe RXWliQed. The blRc cXUUeQWl\ haV Whe ³laUgeVW WUade QeWZRUk iQ Whe ZRUld,´ ZiWh 41 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/trade/trade-and-international-policy-analysis%23monitoringeuagrifoodtrade
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/trade/trade-and-international-policy-analysis%23monitoringeuagrifoodtrade
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agreements covering 72 countries. Speaking to reporters, the Swedish Commissioner said that 
³WUade iV RfWen presented as a threat to European agriculture, but our figures say that is not 
cRUUecW,´ QRWiQg WhaW Whe EU iV Whe ZRUld¶V laUgeVW e[SRUWeU Rf fRRd & beYeUageV. The UQiRQ 
ZaV ³fiQdiQg QeZ cXVWRPeUV fRU RXU TXaliW\ SURdXcWV all RYeU Whe ZRUld,´ Vhe added.  The 
liberal politician also announced that she had instructed DG TRADE services to launch a 
WTO dispute against Colombia over frozen fries. The South American country imposed anti -
dumping duties on imports of the product from NL, DE & BE in November 2018, which are 
³cRPSleWel\ XQjXVWified´ iQ heU YieZ. ³The\ aUe haUPiQg EU cRPSaQieV,´ Vhe cRPSlaiQed. 
Malmström also told the briefing that preliminary results of a yet to be published 
Eurobarometer study of attitudes to trade deals showed that six in ten Europeans say they 
benefit from international trade, an increase of 16 percentage points since 2010.   
*More details at https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_19_6074;  
 

CHINA ASF BOOSTS EU PIGMEAT EXPORTS 
ChiQa¶V ZReV ZiWh AfUicaQ SZiQe FeYeU (ASF) haYe bRRVWed EU SigPeaW e[SRUWV WR Whe SRiQW 
where DG AGRI now predicts they will be up by 12% for 2019 as a whole. Cereal & milk 
production are also expected to rise. In the 33-page µShort-Term Outlook for EU Agricultural 
Markets in 2019 & 2020’, published on October 4, DG AGRI officials forecast that EU 
2019/2020 gURVV ceUeal SURdXcWiRQ Zill UecRYeU b\ 5.9% WR Ueach 310 PilliRQ WRQQeV, ³if gRRd 
weather conditions prevail XQWil Whe eQd Rf Whe haUYeVW.´ GURVV RilVeed RXWSXW iV e[SecWed WR 
fall by 1.5% to 32.43mt in 2019/2020 on adverse weather & reduced rapeseed area. The 
forecast for 2019/2020 sugar production is set at 18.3mt, a rise of 3.7% on the previous year. 
Area is estimated to be down by 4%, but this is more than offset by higher yields, largely due 
to favourable weather conditions. Milk production is expected to rise by 0.8% to 167.9m 
liWUeV, RQ ³VXVWaiQed dePaQd fRU EU daiU\ SURdXcWV, lRZeU VXSSl\ iQ Whe PaiQ EU  competitors, 
faYRXUable ZeaWheU cRQdiWiRQV & SUice eQYiURQPeQW,´ aXWhRUV Rf Whe UeSRUW RXWliQe. Milk 
output is forecast to rise by a further 0.9% to 169.3ml in 2020.  
 
Beef SURdXcWiRQ Zill fall b\ 1.2% WR 8.146PW iQ 2019, bXW ³acceVV WR QeZ PaUkeWV & aQ 
iQcUeaVe Rf YRlXPeV WR e[iVWiQg SaUWQeUV´ PeaQ a 15% UiVe iQ beef e[SRUWV WR 288 000W. In 2020 
production will fall by a further 0.9% to 8.073mt, with exports of beef rising by 5% to 303 
000t. For pigmeat, 2019 production will increase by 0.2% to 24.2mt, while exports will rise by 
12% to 3mt. DG AGRI expects pigmeat production to pick up in 2020, jumping 1.4% to 
24.528mt, with exports rising by a further 12% to 3.36mt. The poultry sector will see a 2.5% 
increase in production this year, bringing it to 15.634mt, with meat exports up 3% at 1.641mt. 
Production will rise next year by a further 1% to 15.798mt, with meat exports going up 1.5% 
to 1.665mt. Sheep & goat meat production is set to rise by 0.5% to 955mt in 2019, increasing 
by a further 0.5% in 2020 to 959mt. Exports for the sector will rise by 2% to 29mt in 2019 & a 
further 2% to 30mt in 2020. *See https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/report-eu-agricultural-

markets-short-term-outlook-autumn-2019_en 
 

IGC CUTS WORLD GRAIN CROP FORECAST 
The International Grains Council (IGC) cut its forecast for global 2019/20 grain output to 2 
157 million tonnes, down 2mt on the figure from September, but still well up on the previous 
\eaU¶V 2 142PW. The CRXQcil cXW iWV fRUecaVWV fRU ZheaW, Pai]e & RaWV.  In the latest edition of 
its monthly Grain Market Report*, published on October 24, the London-based international 
body put the wheat crop at 762mt, down from the previous forecast of 764mt & up from 733mt 
laVW \eaU, ³ZiWh UedXcWiRQV fRU AXVWUalia, AUgeQWiQa, Whe US & SeUbia PRUe WhaQ RffVeWWiQg 
iQcUeaVeV fRU Whe EU, RXVVia & TXUkPeQiVWaQ.´ SRPe 1.4PW haV beeQ added WR Whe eVWiPaWe fRU 
EU wheat production, mainly because of a 1.3mt rise in the forecast for the UK crop, to 
16.3mt, compared with 14mt last year, because of increased yield & area. This brings the 
UQiRQ¶V WRWal WR 153.6PW, +11% RQ Whe \eaU, ZiWh FUaQce XS 16% aW 41.3%. The US VSUiQg 
ZheaW haUYeVW ZaV ³dela\ed b\ ZiQWU\ cRQdiWiRQV,´ RfficialV aW Whe IGC Vaid. IW ZaV 96% 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_19_6074
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/report-eu-agricultural-markets-short-term-outlook-autumn-2019_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/report-eu-agricultural-markets-short-term-outlook-autumn-2019_en
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complete by October 20, aW Zhich SRiQW iW iV QRUPall\ fiQiVhed. ³AV SUeciSiWaWiRQ cRQWiQXed 
laWe iQWR Whe PRQWh, Whe UePaiQiQg aUea iV XQlikel\ WR PeeW PilliQg VSecificaWiRQV,´ Whe\ 
continue, takiQg 0.5PW Rff iWV fRUecaVW fRU Whe cRXQWU\¶V WRWal SURdXcWiRQ Rf ZheaW, bUiQgiQg iW 
to 53.4mt, or 4% up on the year. Argentina has been hit by drought & frosts and the IGC has 
reduced its crop forecast for the South American country by 0.9mt to 19.5mt, the  same level as 
laVW \eaU. AXVWUalia haV VXffeUed ³VXVWaiQed dU\QeVV dXUiQg Whe cUiWical gUaiQ filliQg SeUiRd,´ Whe 
IGC Vaid, cXWWiQg iWV fRUecaVW fRU Whe cRXQWU\¶V ZheaW cURS b\ 2.1PW, WR a 12 -year low of 17mt, 
compared to 17.3mt last year. 
 
The forecast fRU Pai]e ZaV UedXced b\ jXVW 1PW, WR 1 098PW, ³aV dRZQZaUd UeYiViRQV fRU 
AUgeQWiQa, Whe EU & Eg\SW RXWZeigh XSgUadeV fRU ChiQa, UkUaiQe, SeUbia & RXVVia,´ Whe 
CRXQcil Vaid. FRU RilVeedV, Whe glRbal VR\beaQ cURS fRUecaVW iV QRZ ³fUacWiRQall\ lRZeU´ aW 
341mt ZiWh aQ 18PW fall ViQce laVW \eaU ³UeflecWiQg e[SecWaWiRQV fRU Whe VPalleVW US cURS iQ Vi[ 
VeaVRQV.´ ³OWheU SURdXceUV Pa\ cXW biggeU cURSV, bXW SRXWh APeUicaQ SURVSecWV iQ SaUWicXlaU 
are tentative given that seeding has been underway for only a few weeks,´ Whe IGC QRWed. The 
forecast for rapeseed output in 2019/2020 is broadly steady, at 68.8mt compared with 72.2mt 
laVW \eaU, ³aV a fXUWheU UedXcWiRQ iQ Whe EU cURS eVWiPaWe iV RffVeW b\ iQcUeaVeV fRU RWheU 
SURdXceUV, QaPel\ Whe US & ChiQa.´ A VlighW PRQWh-on-month cut in the forecast for the EU, 
WR 16.6PW, UeflecWV ³PaUgiQal P/P dRZQgUadeV fRU PRlaQd & Whe UK,´ Whe IGC Vaid. The 
fRUecaVW EU UaSeVeed cURS iV 16% dRZQ RQ 2018/19 & Whe lRZeVW leYel fRU 13 \eaUV. ³The 
disappointing harvest stemmed from heavily redXced cURSV iQ FUaQce, GeUPaQ\ & RRPaQia,´ 
the international body said. *See https://www.igc.int;  

 

FRUIT & VEG MARKET OBSERVATORY KICKS OFF 
The Commission (DG AGRI) launched the new fruit & vegetable market observatory* on 
October 18, which aims to provide greater transparency & improve market intelligence for the 
sector, which represents around 24% of the EU agricultural output value. The observatory will 
focus on pip fruit (apples & pears), citrus fruit, stone fruit (peaches & nectarines) and 
WRPaWReV, ZiWh a VXbgURXS cRYeUiQg each µUXbUiTXe.¶ The daVhbRaUd & balaQce VheeWV Zill be 
regularly updated with a wide range of market data such as prices, production & trade - 
complemented by market analysis in a timely manner, short-term outlook reports, medium-
term prospects and regular board meetings composed of market experts to discuss the evolving 
market situation. The new platform follows the launch of observatories for crops, sugar, meat 
& milk, with the wine market observatory set to be launched on November 4. The Commission 
deVigQed WheVe hXbV WR ³helS Whe EXURSeaQ agUicXlWXUe VecWRU WR cRSe PRUe effecWiYel\ ZiWh 
PaUkeW YRlaWiliW\ & eQVXUe PRUe WUaQVSaUeQc\,´ DG AGRI RfficialV RXWliQe.  Speaking at the 
October Farm Council iQ LX[ePbRXUg, CRPPiVViRQeU Phil HRgaQ Vaid Whe ³cXUUeQW EU VeaVRQ 
has started with better prospects, after the difficult market situation for citrus fruit, apples & 
SeaUV iQ Whe laVW VeaVRQ.´ He XQdeUliQed WhaW Whe lRZ haUYeVW fRU WhRVe SURdXcWV haV Ue sulted in 
a significant price recovery in the start of the season in the main producer Member States.   
*https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/farming/facts-and-
figures/markets/overviews/market-observatories/fruit-and-vegetables_en; 
**www.ifema.es/en/fruit-attraction 
 

STUDY SHOWS BENEFITS OF PRODUCER ORGANISATIONS 
Farm sector producer organisations (POs) benefit their members & the rural areas around them 
b\ VWUeQgWheQiQg faUPeUV¶ SRViWiRQ iQ Whe fRRd VXSSl\ chaiQ, Zhile SURYidiQg WechQical 
assistance to their members, according to a study published by the Commission on October 23. 
The 158-page report entitled ‘Study on the best ways for producer organisations to be formed, 
carry out their activities & be supported*  was prepared by the European Economic Interest 
Grouping Arcadia International, Ernst & Young & independent experts. The analysis 
concludes that POs benefit farmers & the communities in which they are located & 
³RfWeQWiPeV SURPRWe VXVWaiQable faUPiQg SUacWiceV.´ The\ cUeaWe ePSlR\PeQW & SURPRWe Whe 

https://www.igc.int/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/farming/facts-and-figures/markets/overviews/market-observatories/fruit-and-vegetables_en;
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/farming/facts-and-figures/markets/overviews/market-observatories/fruit-and-vegetables_en;
http://www.ifema.es/en/fruit-attraction
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quality of regional or local agriculture, while the ability of these organisations, in many cases, 
to provide professional advice & technical services contributes to the efficiency of farms, the 
authors conclude. There are more than 42 000 producer organisations in the EU - defined as 
³aQ\ faUPeUV¶ cRRSeUaWiRQ baVed RQ a legal eQWiW\.´ SRPe 3 505 POV & aVVRciaWiRQV Rf 
producer organisations (APOs) are recognised by Member State governments. Around 60% of 
the total recognised POs & APOs at EU level are based in three Member States - France with 
759, Germany (658) & Spain, which has 588 recognised entities. Some 1 850 POs or APOs are 
in the fruit & vegetable sector, followed by milk & milk products (334), olive oil & table 
olives (254), wine (222), beef & veal (210), cereals (177) & pigmeat (101) [µRWKHU SURGXFWV¶ 
(107) such as potatoes & rabbit rearing] . Authors find that the main objectives of recognised 
POs & APOs are common across sectors & include production planning, adapting to demand, 
concentration of products & placing products on the market. The most common form of 
producer organisation is the agricultural cooperative. POs are seen as giving farmers greater 
bargaining power when negotiating with other actors in the food supply chain, although some 
producers do see the loss of autonomy involved as too big a price to pay. Some farmers also 
complain of an increased administrative burden & expressed concern about the cost of setting 
them up. 
*See https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/study-best-ways-producer-organisations-be-formed-

carry-out-their-activities-and-be-supported_en 

 

COMMISSION FERTILISER POSITION ³HALF-HEARTED´, COPA-

COGECA 
The EU¶V laUgeVW farm lobby group Copa-CRgeca haV aWWacked Whe CRPPiVViRQ¶V SRViWiRQ RQ 
iPSRUWV Rf liTXid QiWURgeQ feUWiliVeU aV ³half-heaUWed´, bXW Whe EU feUWiliVeU iQdXVWU\ haV 
welcomed the new measures which should apply for five years. In a statement issued on 
October 10, the farm lobby group said that the Trade Defence Instruments Committee, which 
met on September 11, had failed to deliver an opinion on proposals to establish definitive anti -
dumping measures on imports of urea & ammonium nitrate (UAN) from Russia, Trinidad & 
TRbagR & Whe US. The µQR RSiQiRQ¶ allRZed Whe CRPPiVViRQ WR adRSW iWV RZQ PeaVXUeV (RU 
not) under its own authority. A new Regulation* imposing additional duties on imports of 
22.24 ¼/W fRU UAN RUigiQaWiQg fURP TUiQidad & TRbagR, 29.48 ¼/W fRU UAN from the US, & 
42.47 ¼/W fRU Whe PajRUiW\ Rf UAN RUigiQaWiQg fURP RXVVia eQWeUed iQWR fRUce RQ OcWober 10 
(immediately applicable in the EU). The decision will result in an increase in production costs 
for European farmers, particularly in the cereal sector, farm lobbyists say. This new protection 
fRU Whe EXURSeaQ feUWiliVeU VecWRU, ³Zhich iV alUead\ QRW YeU\ cRPSeWiWiYe, iV SaUWicXlaUl\ XQfaiU 
giYeQ WhaW Whe agUicXlWXUal PaUkeWV WhePVelYeV aUe iQcUeaViQgl\ RSeQ iQ Whe ZRUld,´ Whe\ add. 
Industry body Fertilizers Europe said that the move showed how the modernisation of EU 
WUade defeQce PeaVXUeV cRXld haYe a SRViWiYe iPSacW. The VecWRU ZelcRPed Whe ³aQWi -dumping 
PeaVXUeV & hRSeV fRU iPPediaWe & cRQWiQXed Uelief fURP Whe CRPPiVViRQ iQYeVWigaWiRQ¶V 
findings of SURYeQ & VeYeUe iQjXUiRXV dXPSiQg´, JacRb HaQVeQ, DiUecWRU GeQeUal Rf FeUWili]eUV 
Europe, said.  
*https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2019:258:FULL&from=FR 
 

FOOD COMMODITY PRICES STEADY 
Global food commodity prices were unchanged in September, compared with August, but 
3.3% up on the September 2018 leYel, accRUdiQg WR Whe UN¶V FRRd & AgUicXlWXUe OUgaQiVaWiRQ 
(FAO) on October 3. The ageQc\¶V Food Price Index* showed a sharp fall in sugar prices, 
which was offset by rises for vegetable oils & meat. Cereal prices were almost unchanged 
from August & down 3.9% from September 2018. Wheat prices firmed on a good supply 
outlook, while maize was down because of large export availabilities. Rising rape & palm oil 
prices meant that vegetable oil was up 1.4% from August to its highest level in more than a 
year. Demand from India & China bolstered palm, while rapeseed oil was pushed up by a 
deteriorating EU production outlook. Dairy prices were down 0.6% on the month - higher 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/study-best-ways-producer-organisations-be-formed-carry-out-their-activities-and-be-supported_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/study-best-ways-producer-organisations-be-formed-carry-out-their-activities-and-be-supported_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2019:258:FULL&from=FR
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quotations for milk powders more than offset by falling cheese & butter prices - with 
increased export availability, principally from New Zealand. Meat was up 0.8% from August, 
with beef & sheep meat firmer on solid demand, especially from China. Pigmeat prices fell on 
increased export supplies from Europe, despite high domestic prices in China, as a result of 
African Swine Fever. Sugar was down 3.9% from August, largely because of positive 
production prospects & the fact that lower international energy prices reduced demand for 
sugarcane for ethanol production.  
*See http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/en/ 

 

AVEC ASSEMBLY HEARS CALL FOR HELP ON MERCOSUR, 

UKRAINE CHALLENGES 
The Commission must do more to help the poultry sector face the challenges of imports from 
Mercosur & Ukraine & the potential market loss due to Brexit ± this was the key message 
ePaQaWiQg fURP Whe AVEC GeQeUal AVVePbl\ µFood for the Future’ held in Budapest (October 
4). More than 200 participants from the poultry value chain heard from AVEC President Paul 
Lopez about the extra 180 000 tonnes of poultry set to come into the EU market each year 
under the trade deal with Mercosur, which he noted was twice what was offered at the end of 
2017. He also reminded delegates that Ukrainian companies have been offered an extra 50 
000t in sales to the EU in return for ending the practice of using a loophole to circumvent 
quotas. Lopez rejected the idea that the extra imports could be taken up by increased 
cRQVXPSWiRQ. He alVR UaiVed Whe XQceUWaiQW\ VXUURXQdiQg BUe[iW. The UK iV RQe Rf EXURSe¶V 
biggest consumers & importers of poultry meat. He called on the Commission for funding to 
help the sector cope with the extra competition. More should be done to get access for EU 
poultry in the Chinese market, the lobbyist insisted. Lopez, from the French association 
Fédération des Industries Avicoles (FIA), further called for thorough controls on imports from 
third countries & origin labelling, including in food service establishments. Hungarian 
Minister of Agriculture Dr. Istvan Nagy & DG SANTE Head of Unit (Food Hygiene) Eric 
Thévenard were guest speakers at the Assembly. The 2019 AVEC Annual Report* was 
launched at the event. *See www.avec-poultry.eu under µReVoXrceV¶;  
 

Fines issued over canned veg cartel:  The Commission issued fines of a total of 
¼31.65 PilliRQ WR DXWch cRPSaQ\ CRURRV & FUeQch GURXSe CECAB fRU bUeachiQg aQWiWUXVW 
rules on September 26. A third company, Bonduelle (FR), was not fined as it had told EU 
officials about the cartel. The three groups admitted that they were involved in a cartel for the 
supply of canned vegetables to retailers & food service companies in the  European Economic 
AUea (EEA) fRU 13 \eaUV. CRPSeWiWiRQ CRPPiVViRQeU MaUgUeWhe VeVWageU Vaid WhaW ³WheVe 
caUWelV XlWiPaWel\ hXUW EXURSeaQ cRQVXPeUV,´ & Whe deciViRQ VeQW a PeVVage WhaW ³caUWelV aUe 
QRW acceSWed.´ The cRPSaQieV VeW SUiceV & agUeed RQ PaUkeW  shares & volumes, allocating 
customers between themselves, coordinating tender bids & exchanging information. The 
breach of antitrust rules lasted from January 19, 2000 to June 11, 2013 for Bonduelle, going 
on to October 1, 2013 for the other two companieV. CRURRV haV WR Sa\ a fiQe Rf ¼13.65P, Zhile 
GURXSe CECAB¶V hefW\ SeQalW\ iV ¼18P. 
 

 
 

http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/en/
http://www.avec-poultry.eu/
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 BREXIT UPDATE: ELECTION DEC 12, AFTER EU-27 AGREE TO ARTICLE 50 EXTENSION 

 EU BUDGET CHIEF OETTINGER RAILS AGAINST MISINFORMATION ON FUTURE MFF 

 TRADE NEWS: EU EXPORTS UP, LED BY PORK; WTO BOARD DISCUSSES FERTILISER 

 PERSONNEL: Macri ousted; Uruguay¶s 2nd
 round; Lobillo Borrero/Delvaux Principal Advisers;  

 IN BRIEF: EP agri study; Plastics awards; Wine takeover; Halloumi case; µPriority¶ plant pests; 
 TIMETABLE: The week ahead;  

 

BRITAIN TO HOLD ELECTION ON DEC 12, AFTER EU-27 AGREE TO ARTICLE 50 EXTENSION 

British MPs voted earlier this week (Oct 29) to hold an election on Dec 12 - the third election in the country in 
four years - after the main opposition Labour party agreed to back an early general election, saying it was 
read\ to fight the ³most ambitious & radical campaign for real change our countr\ has ever seen.´ The 
announcement follows the Oct 29 decision by the EU-27 to extend the Article 50 process until Jan 31, 2020. 
MPs finally voted to hold the pre-Christmas poll by 438 to 20, a majority of 418, after a day of wrangling. The 
opposition Labour party had tried to force Prime Minister Boris Johnson to accept a Dec 9 vote, but the move 
was defeated by 315 votes to 295. UK general elections are traditionally held on a Thursday, but many in the 
opposition parties felt that the earlier date would help get students, in particular, out to vote.  Many leave 
XniYeUViWieV dXUing WhaW Zeek of Dec & iW iV feaUed ma\ noW YoWe if Whe\¶Ue bXV\ WUaYelling . Liberal Democrats & 
the Scottish National Party abstained from the vote on the election after  losing the chance to hold it on Dec 
9. Moves to get the voting age reduced from 18 to 16 & to allow all EU nationals resident in the UK to vote 
were not selected by the presiding Deputy Speaker Lindsay Hoyle, after talk that the government would give 
up its attempt to hold a poll if they were successful. Citizens of the Irish Republic, Malta & Cyprus, living in 
the UK, alread\ have a vote in the countr\¶s elections.  

The final vote on an election came after the European Council had agreed to Johnson¶s unwilling request 
for an extension (Oct 19) [see AF82-19] by written procedure. Commenting this week, President of the 
European Council Donald Tusk said the EU-27 ³has agreed that it will accept the UK¶s request for a Bre[it 
flextension until Jan 31, 2020.´ UK Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn said on twitter (Oct 29) that ³no deal is now 
off the table so tonight labour will back a general election.´ In a letter to Tusk, Johnson said that it was an 
³unwanted prolongation´ that is damaging to British democracy & to the EU-UK relationship. The New York-
born politician said he accepted the decision but added that he ³would also urge Member States to make 
clear that a further extension after Jan 31 (2020) is not possible.´ Tusk tweeted to his ³British friends´ that 
this e[tension ³ma\ be the last one.´ ³Please make the best use of this time,´ he told them.  
 

EU BUDGET CHIEF OETTINGER RAILS AGAINST MISINFORMATION ON FUTURE MFF 
EU Budget Commissioner Günther Oettinger used a press conference in Brussels earlier today (Oct 30) to 
attack the circulation of misleading figures on the next long-term budget, notably concerning Germany. In the 
last few da\s ³some media have been publishing some rather misleading figures,´ he complained. ³The\ sa\ 
there is going to be a doubling of the German contribution to Brussels « they are saying that this is going to 
be a huge blow.´ The outgoing Budget chief insisted that ³the question of µnet pa\er¶ should not be dealt with 
in rather irresponsible language.´  In the 1970s, with 70% of the budget going into the CAP, it was easy to 
tell what was being paid back to a countr\¶s farmers. Now the EU had programmes which were in the 
interests of man\ Member States, ³for e[ample refugees in Turke\, to t ry to build their human dignity « if we 
build hospitals, if we make sure the children of these refugees can get a basic education & try to provide 
good sanitar\ conditions, we are not then gaining an\thing,´ he insisted, e[cept that those refugees ³don¶t 
come into Europe.´ The EU¶s satellites were enormousl\ useful for providing data, but there was no flow  of 
money back to any Member State. Fronte[ was a further e[ample. ³This is not going to be visible in the 
middle of Germany or even on the border between Germany & one of its neighbouring countries,´ the 66-
year-old German Commissioner e[plained. ³However this will  help us to ensure that we have some order,´ 
Oettinger continued. ³We do not have the threat of disordered migration.´ If the EU wants to tr\ to minimise 
the number of refugees coming from Africa b\ investing in countries there, ³Mali, Eg\pt  & other countries will 
not be contributing to the EU¶s coffers,´ he said. The CDU politician explained that the planned Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF) was built on three pillars - ³the Common Agricultural Policy, Cohesion Policy & a 
third pillar, which I would say is modernisation defence, research defence, focusing on areas such as 
migration.´ The EU now had established programmes, which were not necessarily going to pay money back 
to Member States. ³There is no longer an\ relevance of this whole argument, I  am a net payer, I am a net 
contributor,´ the Stuttgart native emphasised. His proposal is that each national capital pays 1.114% of 
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Gross National Income (GNI) into the EU budget, which ³full\ corresponds to the demands of some Member 
States, which wish to ensure that we have a smaller budget for a smaller European Union.´  

On German\, he stressed that some Member States pa\ more than it does on a per capita basis. ³Since 
there are more Germans than Luxembourgers then looking at the whole context Germany pays more in ,´ he 
explained. He called on journalists to go back and check their figures with Berlin, putting the net contribution 
for 2018 in German\ at ¼13.5 bill ion, rising in 2020 to ¼14.4bn. ³At the end of the ne[t MFF the figure will be 
¼23.5bn,´ he said. ³I have read figures that are ¼30bn or even ¼33bn.´ Such numbers were ³lies.´ 
 

TRADE NEWS: EU EXPORTS UP, LED BY PORK; WTO BOARD DISCUSSES FERTILISER, AIRBUS 
EU agri-food exports rise: The Commission has reported further growth in EU agri -food exports in August, 
with imports marginally lower and pork, spirits and liqueurs & dairy products leading the increase in sales 

abroad. The 7-page report µMoniWoUing EU agUi-food WUade: DeYeloSmenW XnWil AXgXVW 2019¶*, published on 
Oct 24, showed a rise of 5.6% in the total value of the sector¶s e[ports during the month compared with the 
\ear before, bringing it to ¼12.07 billion. Imports fell b\ 0.2% from a \ear earlier to ¼9.14bn, leaving the EU¶s 
food trade surplus at ¼2.93bn, +29%. For the \ear to the end of Aug, total EU agri-food exports were up by 
6% at ¼145.1bn. Imports for the 12 months to the end of Aug were up 3% at ¼118.6bn. For Aug 2019 
compared with Aug 2018, the biggest increases in sales by destinat ion were for China, up ¼283m (+33.4%) 
& the US, up ¼192m (+9.9%). The biggest falls were for Hong Kong, down ¼66m or 21%, Libya, also down 
¼66m or 59% and Algeria down ¼48m or 20% . Wheat, up ¼142m (+39%), pork  up ¼132m (+36%) spirits and 
liqueurs up ¼125m (+12%), milk powders & whe\ up ¼82m (+26%) & cheese up ¼52m (+15%) led the hike in 
e[ports. E[ports of live animals fell b\ 27% or ¼74m & those of beet and cane sugar b\ 57% or ¼52m. 
E[ports of vegetable oils, e[cluding palm & olive oil were down b\ ¼21m or 11%, while beer e[ports were 
down b\ ¼20m or 6%. 

By country the biggest increases in agri-food imports in Aug 2019, compared with Aug 2018 were for 
Ukraine, up ¼198m (+50%), Bra]il, up ¼94m (+10%) & Canada, which saw its sales to the EU rise b\ ¼74m 
or 57%. Imports from the EU fell b\ ¼153m or 15%. Those f rom South Africa were down b\ ¼59m or 19% 
and from Indonesia b\ ¼51m or 13%. The biggest increases in imports for August compared with a \ear 
earlier were for oilseeds (other than so\beans), up ¼147m (+49%), coarse c ereals, up ¼113m (53%), 
ethanol, up ¼42m (+138%), wheat, up ¼42m (+42%) and beet and cane sugar which was up ¼41m (+88%). 
The biggest falls in imports were for unroasted coffee & tea, down ¼103m or 17%, so\beans, down 
¼58m/13%, palm oil, down ¼49m/11%, citrus fruit, down ¼48m/15% and fruit juices  down ¼43m/22%. 

The report does not give reasons for the changes, but much higher pork exports are likely to be an effect 
of the damage African Swine Fever (ASF) has done in some parts of the world, notably South East Asia, 
while increased imports of oilseeds at a time of tight supply in the EU are reflected by higher total import 
figures from Brazil, a major producer.  
*https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/trade/trade-and-international-policy-
analysis#monitoringeuagrifoodtrade 

WTO DSB discusses fertiliser, Airbus progress:  This week¶s meeting of the WTO Dispute Settlement 
Body (DSB) in Geneva heard from members about progress or lack thereof in cases concerning ammonium 
nitrate, Airbus & biotech products, among others. Chaired by Ambassador David Walker of New Zealand, the 
DSB (Oct 28) heard from Ukraine on case DS493: Ukraine - Anti-Dumping Measures on Ammonium Nitrate 
saying it would implement a July 20, 2018 panel ruling, which required it to change anti-dumping measures it 
had taken against imports of Russian ammonium nitrate, to bring them into conformity with WTO rules [see 
AF70-19]. The eastern European country produced a statement which said that it would take time to follow 
the necessary legal procedures & that it was ready to engage in a constructive dialogue on the issue. A 
Russian statement to the DSB welcomed Ukraine ¶s announcement & looked forward to discussion with Kiev 
on how compliance would be achieved.  

Turning to dispute DS316: European Communities and Certain Member States ± Measures affecting trade 
in large civil aircraft [see AF76-19], the US complained that the EU had failed to provide a status report to 
the settlement body. In response, the EU said that the question was subject to new compliance proceedings 
& that it was under no obligation to submit a status report. The Board looked at DS291: European 
Communities - Measures Affecting the Approval & Marketing of Biotech Products. The US complained that 
dozens of applications for approval of biotech events had been awaiting approval for an extended period. 
Even when products were finally approved, Member States continued to impose restrictions viewed by the 
US as unwarranted. It urged the bloc to ensure that all its measures on the approval of these products, 
including those taken by its Member States were based on scientific principles & decisions were taken 
without undue delay. Indonesia reported on the status of DS477 & DS478, Indonesia - Importation of 
Horticultural Products, Animals & Animal Products. Washington complained that Jakarta continued to fail to 
bring its measures into line with international trade rules. In particular, the US & New Zealand said there 
were significant concerns with import licences inc. harvest period restrictions, warehouse capacity 
requirements, limited validity requirements, limited validity periods & fixed licence terms. 

Meanwhile, the US said it was not in a position to support a proposal from 116 WTO members calling for 
the selection process to fill vacancies on the Appellate Body to be started. Norway told the DSB it had 
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concluded a temporary agreement with the EU to deal with possible appeals in disputes between the two, 
should the Appellate Body cease to operate in Dec [see AF83-19]. The deal is similar to an arrangement 
made between Canada & the EU. The next DSB meeting is slated for Nov 22. 
* To see details of WTO disputes, go to  www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dispu_e/dispu_status_e.htm & 

type in the case number provided;  
 

PERSONNEL: Macri ousted; Uruguay¶s 2
nd

 round; Lobillo Borrero/Delvaux Principal Advisers;  
Centre-left wins Argentine election: Alberto Fernández of the centre-left Justicialist (Peronist) party was 
elected on Oct 27 as the new President of Argentina, ousting Mauricio Macri of the centre-right Republican 
Proposal party. Fernández is expected to take office on Dec 10, following the first ever removal in an 
election of an incumbent Argentine President. By the evening of Oct 30, as counting progressed, Fernández 
had received over 48% of the votes. Macri conceded defeat on Oct 27. The election was dominated by an 
economic crisis. Ex-President Cristina Fernández de Kirchner (2007-2015) will be Vice-President in 
Fernández's administration. The 60-year-old Fernández, who is from Buenos Aires, is a lawyer who was the 
countr\¶s negotiator in the GATT Urugua\ Round.  
Uruguay election inconclusive: Uruguay faces a second round of voting on Nov 24 after an election held 
over the weekend (Oct 27) failed to produce a conclusive result. Daniel Martínez of the centre-left Broad 
Front coalition won the first round of the presidential election but failed to get the 50%  required for an 
outright win. Martínez faces Luis Lacalle Pou of the conservative National Party in the Nov 24 vote in a 
campaign which has been dominated by concerns over crime & the economy. 

Lobillo Berrero appointed AGRI Principal Adviser: The Commission appointed Cristina Lobillo Borrero as 
Principal Adviser to DG AGRI. The Spanish woman¶s new title is µPrincipal Adviser for Common Agricultural 
Policy interaction with other EU policies¶ in the Directorate-General. Lobillo Borrero joined the Commission in 
2004 & has been Chef de Cabinet for Commissioner Miguel Arias Cañete  in charge of climate action & 
energy since 2014. She previously worked as assistant to Jean-Luc Demarty at the end of his term as DG 
AGRI boss (2010) & when he took over as DG TRADE Director General (2011), with many referring to the 
trustworthy & competent official as his ³right-hand woman´. The new Principal Adviser has a Law Degree 
from the Universities of Cordoba & Siena (1987-1992). 

Delvaux gets nod for TRADE Principal Adviser: Léon Delvaux has been made Principal Adviser for 
µCoherence in trade relations ¶ in DG Trade. Delvaux, from Luxembourg, joined the Commission from the 
countr\¶s diplomatic corps in 2014 to become Trade & Development Adviser in the Cabinet of President 
Jean-Claude Juncker, the position he currently holds. In his native country, he was Deputy Director for 
Economic & European Affairs from Aug 2013 until Sept 2014. Before that, he served as Deputy Director for 
Cooperation & Development from Sept 2010 until Aug 2013. Delvaux studied law & history in Paris. 
 

IN BRIEF: EP agri study; Halloumi case; µPriority¶ plant pests; Polish biotech; Wine takeover;  
Focus on sustainability, says report for COMAGRI: Agri-food policy should focus on sustainability as it 
faces up to the challenge of feeding an expanding world population in the coming decades, according to a 
report prepared for the European Parl iament¶s Agriculture Committee. The 81-page report µMegaWUendV in 
the agri-food sector: global overview & possible policy response from an EU perspective, ¶* requested by 
COMAGRI & prepared by the EP¶s Policy Department for Structural & Cohesion Policies looks at how & 
whether, agriculture can achieve the necessary doubling in production to feed an expected world population  
of nearly 10 billion in 2050. Two of the experts brought in by the Policy Department to prepare the report, 
Monica Pesce (VVA Brussels) & Daniel Traon (Arcadia) will present their findings to AGRI MEPs on Nov 5. 
Authors of the report ask the question whether agricultural output can be increased by the necessary amount 
without causing irreparable damage to the planet. They conclude that ³sustainable & efficient use of land &  
water via technological support can increase crop \ields without the need to e[pand agricultural land,´ noting 
that ³increasing the efficienc\ of water  use is also becoming crucial.´ The\ call for a ³great food 
transformation´ to achieve that, with increased  awareness about environmentally sustainable diets & 
regulation on food waste. ³Especiall\ in high-income countries, it will enhance the adoption of more balanced 
diets comprising fewer animal products & more fruits and vegetables,´ the\ stress. The experts also want to 
see higher food prices, highlighting that ³under-priced food can encourage the overuse of natural resources 
& excessive consumption that leads to health problems & food waste.´ Their concern is to make sure 
agriculture can contribute to reducing greenhouse gas emissions, while still being able to feed growing 
demand. ³Substantial investments are needed in order to decrease GHG emissions & minimise the impact of 
agri-food systems on climate change,´ the\ sa\. Of a range of possible scenarios the experts recommend 
µsustainabilit\ for all.¶ ³Polic\-makers should focus on the agricultural productivity & foresee incentives under 
(the) CAP proposal for increasing &/or maximising agricultural production in the EU as well as to foster 
uptake & knowledge-sharing of technology & digitalisation in agricultural production as driver(s) for food 
securit\,´ in their view. Sustainabilit\ should be targeted at all levels of the food chain. The EU should 
continue to support global initiatives to reduce emissions, such as the Paris Agreement, as well as those 
focussed on cutting biodiversity loss. The Union, the authors say, should made sure all trade agreements 
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consider environmental protection as well as ensuring its own commitments on cutting G HG emission are 
effectively implemented, in a timely fashion, including in agriculture. *For more http://bit.ly/MGT629Ag 

Advocate General finds against Halloumi group:  Advocate General Juliane Kokott has recommended that 
the Court of Justice reject an appeal against the General Court¶s finding that BBQloumi, a trademark 
registered by a Bulgarian company should be allowed. The original applicant was the Foundation for the 
Protection of the Traditional Cheese of Cyprus named Halloumi, based in Cyprus & the defendant was the 
European Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO). The other party to the proceedings, which first took 
place before EUIPO¶s Board of Appeal, is Bu lgarian based M.J. Dairies EOOD. On July 9, 2014, M.J. Dairies 
EOOD filed an application with EUIPO for registration of a figurative mark containing the word BBQloumi. 
The Foundation opposed the registration, but EUIPO rejected its complaint. The Cyprus -based organisation 
then brought a case before the General Court, which dismissed it. Their reasoning was that the mark was 
unlikely to create confusion. The Foundation then appealed against that judgement (Case T 328/17) . Kokott 
proposes that the Court should dismiss the appeal. She rejects the idea that the mark would create 
confusion & the Foundation¶s claim that Halloumi is a mark under the Trade Mark Regulation, noting that is a 

designation of a specialist type of cheese. *Go to http://curia.europa.eu/juris & search for case C-766/18;  

Commission publishes pest list: The Commission recently published a list of 20 priority plant pests on the 

EU territory. The list*, unveiled on Oct 11, includes those regulated quarantine pests which have the most 
severe economic, environmental & social impact, among them Xylella Fastidiosa, the Japanese beetle, 
Asian long-horned beetle, citrus greening & Citrus Black Spot. Member States will be under an obligation to 
launch public information campaigns, carry out annual surveys, prepare contingency plans, simulation 
exercises & action plans aimed at eradicating the pests on the list. EU Health & Food Safety Commissioner 
Vytenis Andriukaitis said ³plant health has been high on the agenda of my mandate over the past five years,´ 
while he was ³glad to count in m\ legac\ this prioritisation that will help the EU & Member States to increase 
preparedness & early actions against very dangerous plant pests.´ The move would ³contribute to the 
European green deal, protecting our biodiversity, the natural ecosystems & the EU agriculture,´ the outgoing 
Lithuanian Commissioner said. The selection of pests was drawn up on the basis of an assessment by the 
Commission's Joint Research Centre (JRC) & the bloc¶s food safety watchdog (EFSA), which takes into 
account the probability of spreading, establishment & consequences of those pests for the Union. Views 
from a dedicated Expert Group & public feedback provided via the Better Regulation portal were also taken  
on board.  
*See https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R1702&amp;from=EN  

Support for Polish biotech: The European Investment Bank (EIB) has agreed to lend ¼30 million to Polish 
biotech firm Mabion to finance its growth plans, the Commission announced on Oct 24.  Mabion is to use the 
money for a research & development programme, along with clinical trials & expanding its production 
facilities. The company expects to employ 96 additional staff after receiving the money. The loan is backed 
by the European Fund for Strategic Investments (EFSI), the financial pillar of the Investment Plan for 
Europe, the so-called Juncker Plan. Mabion develops & makes medicine to treat certain types of blood 
cancer & rheumatoid arthritis. EU Commissioner for Health & Food Safety Vytenis Andriukaitis said the loan 
was ³a clear demonstration that the EU is a strong supporter of innovative, grass -roots companies in Poland 
& throughout Europe.´ 
Wine retailer takeover authorised: The Commission has authorised the takeover of wine retailers Majestic 
Wine Warehouses, based in the UK, & Les Celliers de Calais, which operates in France, by Fortress 
Investment of the US, DG COMP officials confirmed on Oct 25. Majestic Wine Warehouses Ltd. sells wine, 
beer, spirits & other beverages from over 200 Majestic stores in the UK, while Les Celliers de Calais 
operates two stores under the Majestic brand at Coquelles & Calais in northern France. The EU¶s executive, 
operating under the simplified procedure, concluded that the merger would not increase concentration as the 
companies involved are in different markets.  
*For more info go to https://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm  & enter case number 

M.9524;  

Plastics ideas get awards: Winners in the Commission¶s Social Innovation Competition awards on Oct 24 
include two applicants who came up with ways to reduce the use of plastic packaging in the food sector. The 
MIWA (Minimum Waste) project from Czech-based company Arancia is a circular distribution & sale system 
for food & non-food products with reusable packaging, while Spraysafe, from Portugal, is an edible spray to 
preserve food which cuts the need for plastic packaging. The third winner VEnvirotech of Spain turns 
organic waste into biodegradable plastics using bacteria. EU Commissioner for Internal Market, Industry, 
Entrepreneurship & SMEs ElĪbieta BieĔkowska said that ³tackling plastic pollution requires commitment, 
investment but also creativit\,´ while congratulating the winners.  

 

TIMETABLE: Week ahead (in Brussels unless otherwise stated) 

Nov 4 Health Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis participates in a Citizens ¶ Dialogue & a Lithuanian 
Political Forum in Plungơ;  

Nov 5 Andriukaitis meets Ukrainian Healthcare Minister Zoriana Skaletska; Special Committee on 
Agriculture (SCA) inc. CAP Strategic Plans (green architecture) & poss. transitional rules; Trade 

http://curia.europa.eu/juris
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Commissioner Cecilia Malmström attends the WTO mini-Ministerial in Shanghai (China) on WTO 

reform, crisis of the Appellate Body & current global trade tensions; COMAGRI inc. vote on 
opinion on allocation of country-specific allocation to the US under the TRQ for high-quality beef 
& conclusion of the agreement in the form of an exchange of letters between the EU & Ukraine 
amending the trade preferences of poultry meat & poultry meat preparations, presentation of 
study on µMega WUendV in Whe agUi-food VecWoU¶ [Vee aboYe], exchange of views with Commission 
officials from DGs AGRI, COMP & TRADE on the long-term prospects for the European beef 
sector;     

Nov 6 Andriukaitis meets Executive Director of European Medicines Agency Guido Rasi;  COMINTA 

(&7) inc. vote on the conclusion of the Agreement of an exchange of letters between the EU & 
Ukraine amending the trade preferences for poultry meat & poultry meat preparations, joint 
debate on conclusion of the FTA between the EU & Vietnam (plus debrief on results of ad hoc 
INTA delegation to Vietnam, Oct 29-31), conclusion of agreement with the US on the allocation 
of a country-specific share in the TRQ for imports of high-quality beef, presentation by 
Malmström on the outcome of the WTO Mini-Ministerial in Shanghai (Nov 5) & the situation of 
the Appellate Body & state of play on the negotiations for an EU-China Agreement on 

Geographical Indications (GIs); COMENVI (&7) inc. votes on four objections (pursuant to Rule 
112) on GM cotton LLCotton25, soybean MON89788, maize MON89034x1507xNK603xDAS-
40278-9 & maize Bt11xMIR162xMIR604x1507x5037xGA21, signing of the renewal of the EP¶s 
Environmental Policy in the presence of David Sassoli, EP President & Secretary General Klaus 
Welle and exchange of views with the Commission on the work & mission of the Health & Food 
Audits & Analysis Directorate of DG SANTE; ENRD Workshop µAgUicXlWXUe & enYiUonmenW: 
speaking the same language ZiWhin Whe CAP SWUaWegic PlanV¶ https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-

events/events/enrd-workshop-agriculture-and-environment-speaking-same-language-
within-cap_en;  

Nov 7 Eurogroup; Andriukaitis meets EFSA Executive Director Bernhard Url;  

Nov 8 ECOFIN; Education, Youth, Culture & Sports Council (Education); 1
st

 Annual Forum on 
Endocrine Disruptors bringing together public & private stakeholders & scientists with expertise 
on EDs to exchange information, identify challenges & build synergies  
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/events_en.htm;  

 

Management & Regulatory Committees  

Nov 6 Standing Committee on Plant Health;  

 

There will be no edition of AGRA FACTS on All Saints¶ Da\ (NoY 1), 
the next one will follow on Nov 6; 

 
ENDS 
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 EU-27 DELA< B5E;I7 E;7EN6ION A335O9AL A6 8K¶6 JOHNSON PUSHES FOR ELECTION 

 ³B86INE66 A6 868AL´ FO5 C855EN7 COLLEGE 8N7IL NE: 7EAM 7AKE6 OFFICE IN DEC  

 COREPER PUSH FOR STUDY ON NEW BREEDING TECHNIQUES (NBTs) BY DEC 31, 2020 

 MARKET UDPATES: IGC cuts world grain forecast; EU-Norway interim appeal system; POs; 

 IN BRIEF: New Farm Ministers in Portugal & Romania; Farm protests in Germany & NL; 

 TIMETABLE: The week ahead;  
 

EU-27 DELAY BREXIT EXTENSION APPROVAL AS UK¶S JOHNSON PUSHES FOR ELECTION 

EU-27 Ambassadors meeting in Brussels today (Oct 25) agreed that the Brexit deadline should be extended 
beyond Oct 31, but failed to agree on the new leaving date for the UK. France held out against agreeing to a 
delay until Jan 31, as unwillingly requested by UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson [see AF82-19]. The 
³remaining´ 27 coXntries had ³agreed to the principle of an e[tension,´ Commission Chief Spokesperson 
Mina AndreeYa told the midda\ briefing earlier toda\. ³Work Zill noZ continXe in the coming da\s.´ The 
intention was that final agreement would be by written procedure. The EU-27 are expected to make a 
decision on Oct 28 or 29 on the extension, without a further meeting. French President Emmanuel Macron is 
effectively taking the same stance as the British leader & wants to put pressure on UK MPs to agree to an 
election, which Johnson wants to be held on Dec 12, in a Commons vote due next week (Oct 28).  
 UK opposition Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn has said that his party will not vote for an election unless a 
no deal Bre[it is off the table. Johnson insisted earlier toda\ that the Oct 31 deadline Zas ³still possible.´ 
³UnfortXnatel\ it depends on Zhat the EU sa\s,´ he continXed, complaining that the µBenn Act¶, Zhich he 
insists on referring to as ³the sXrrender act´ means  ³it is Xp to the EU to decide Zhether or not Ze sta\ in the 
EU & it is Xp to the EU hoZ long that e[tension ZoXld be.´ Under the Fi[ed Term Parliaments Act of 2011, 
an election can only be called with the support of two-thirds of MPs. The act made a big change to the UK 
political landscape. Before it was passed, Prime Ministers were able to choose the date of any vote 
whenever suited them something which put the head of government in a powerful position.   
 EP group leaders have supported the idea of an extension until Jan 31. Following a meeting of the 
Conference of Presidents yesterday (Oct 24), EP President David Sassoli wrote to Council President Donald 
TXsk to recommend acceptance of the UK reqXest. The dela\ ZoXld ³alloZ the United Kingdom to clarif\ i ts 
position & the EXropean Parliament to properl\ e[ercise its role,´ Sassoli said, emphasising that the EP¶s 
consent procedure would only begin after the ratification of the Withdrawal Agreement by the UK Parliament. 
The Italian Socialist politician also reminded Tusk that although the planned extension is meant to be 
flexible, in that the UK would leave as soon as the deal is agreed, the EP, as well as the UK Parliament, 
would have to complete its ratification procedure before Brexit could take place.  

NFU calls for national food strategy: The National Farmers Union (England & Wales) has called for a 
national food strategy to support farming in improving productivity, sustainability & health. 
The farm lobby has been talking to its members in response to a call for evidence from Henry Dimbleby, a 
cookery writer & restaurant operator, who has been given the job of developing food policy by the 
government. NFU President Minette Batters said the reYieZ Zas ³long oYerdXe,´ & called on politicians to 
³take domestic farming & food prodXction serioXsl\ as it pXts plans in place for a national strateg\.´  

 
³BUSINESS AS USUAL´ FO5 C855EN7 COLLEGE UNTIL NEW TEAM TAKES OFFICE IN DEC 
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker has invited the current College to continue to participate in the 
Zeekl\ meetings & ensXre the Commission¶s e[ternal & inter -institutional representation inc. in trilogues, 
Xntil the neZ µteam¶ takes office (no earlier than Dec 1). In a 2-page correspondence dated today (Oct 25), 
the outgoing Commission chief refers to the ³dela\ in the process leading to the appointment of the neZ 
Commission as from 1 NoYember 2019.´ As in ³preYioXs occasions, the powers of the Commission in this 
sitXation are limited to dealing Zith µcXrrent bXsiness¶ (µaffaires coXrantes¶) based on the need to ensure 
continXit\ as a caretaker Commission.´ DXring this period, ³Ze Zill continXe the da\-to-day administration of 
public affairs in accordance with the rules of the Union & the management of ongoing files or procedures, 
without pre-empting the political choices of the incoming Commission,´ the Luxembourg politician outlines. 
The cXrrent Commission ³ma\ neYertheless & sXbject to a margin of discretion, take decisions inYolYing 
political choices if the\ are reqXired b\ Xrgenc\,´  he notes, where ³mandatory deadlines apply, &/or by the 
need to comply with its role as guardian of the Treaties or the need to safeguard the interest of the Union. ´ 
JXncker also Xnderlines that the cXrrent College shoXld be able to ³accept or reject amen dments proposed 
b\ the EXropean Parliament or CoXncil on ongoing legislatiYe procedXres.´   
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Paris nominates Thierry Breton for Commission:  French President Emmanuel Macron nominated Thierry 
Breton, CEO of technology & consulting firm Atos, to be Commissioner for the Internal Market, it emerged 
this week (Oct 24). The 64-year-old politician Zas the coXntr\¶s Finance Minister under President Jacques 
Chirac, from Feb 25, 2005 until May 18, 2007 as a member of the then UMP Party (Union pour un 
Mouvement Populaire), later renamed Les Républicains (part of the EPP group). Born in Paris, Breton 
became Chairman & CEO of Atos in 2009 and is also Honorary Chairman of both Thomson & France 
Télécom, among a wide range of business roles, inc. leading France Télécom (2002-2005). Breton has a 
Master¶s degree in Electrical Engineering & Computer Science from the Paris École Supérieure d'Électricité 
(Supélec) & has followed an academic career, which involved being a professor at Harvard Business School 
(2007-2008) & Chairman of the University of Technology at Troyes (1997-2005). The new Commissioner-
designate is ³deYoting himself noZ to the preparation o f hearings before the relevant Committees of the 
EXropean Parliament,´ according to a statement send to Agence France -Presse & quoted by Le Monde. He 
Zas ³honoXred b\ the trXst placed in me b\ the President of the RepXblic EmmanXel Macron & the 
President-elect of the European Commission, Mrs. Ursula von der Le\en,´ & emphasised that he was ³aZare 
of the importance of the issues associated with this portfolio for the fXtXre of oXr continent.´ The nomination 
follows the rejection by the EP of the original candidate, Deputy Governor of the Bank of France Sylvie 
Goulard amid investigations by the French authorities & the European Anti-fraud Office (OLAF).   
 Earlier in the month, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said that he would nominate Ambassador 
Olivér Virhel\i, HXngar\¶s Permanent RepresentatiYe in Brussels, as the coXntr\¶s candidate for EXropean 
Commissioner. Dr. Várhely has been leading the office since Oct 1, 2015. At the end of Sept, the EP¶s Legal 
Affairs Committee rejected HXngar\¶s initial Commissioner-designate László Trócsányi on the grounds that 
there were conflicts of interest between the post & the activities of legal firm Nagy és Trócsányi. Following 
the collapse of the Romanian government of Prime Minister Viorica Dăncilă on Oct 10 [see AF78-19] & the 
EP¶s rejection of Social Democrat RoYana PlXmb at the end of Sept , Bucharest has not yet nominated its 
candidate. MEP & vice-chair of the EPP group Siegfried MXre܈an was previously floated as a possible 
contender to take over the Transport portfolio [see AF78-19]. 
 

COREPER PUSH FOR STUDY ON NEW BREEDING TECHNIQUES (NBTs) BY DEC 31, 2020 
EU Ambassadors have called on the ne[t Commission to sXbmit a stXd\ on the Union¶s options to update 
the existing legislation on the production & marketing of plant reproductive material by Dec 31, 2020 & ta ble 
a legislatiYe proposal ³if appropriate´ [*12783/19] at a meeting in Brussels today (Oct 25). Council requests 
the Commission ³to submit a proposal, if appropriate in view of the outcomes of the study, or otherwise to 
inform the Council of alternative measures required as a follow-Xp to the stXd\.´ The analysis should take 
into account the existing legal framework (Directive 2001/18) & the judgment from the European Court of 
Justice (July 2018) [C-528/16] that ruled organisms derived from certain mutagenesis techniques (such as 
gene editing) are GMOs & must comply with risk assessment, traceability & labelling requirements laid down 
by the relevant legislation [see AF62-19]. The point is likely to be formally adopted at ECOFIN on Nov 8.  
 At the same meeting today, CY, HU, LV, LU, PL & SI underlined that an\ techniqXe, Zhich ³alters the 
genetic material for agricultural purposes in a way that does not occur naturally, requires special attention.´ 
In a 2-page statement [*11728/19 ADD1], the like-minded delegations reiterate the need to protect the 
environment & human health, while respecting the precautionary principle. They support the idea of a study 
on what they refer to as an ³important topic.´ BXt the\ are of the YieZ that this stXd\ ³shoXld be based on a 
clear & well-defined terminolog\,´ referring to the CoXrt rXling on ³neZ mXtagenesis techniqXes´ as opposed 
to ³noYel genomic techniqXes´, Zhich is ³not clearl\ defined b\ EU laZ.´ ³The protection of hXman health & 
the environment requires that due attention be given to controlling the risks from any technique that alters 
the genetic material, & the cXrrent leYel of protection shoXld be maintained,´ the si[ Member States 
conclude. *For further information on the agenda points above enter the number provided under µPXbOic RegiVWeU¶ at 

the website goo.gl/ybwNtq;  

Copa-Cogeca & Euroseeds organise conference on NBTs: The EU¶s largest farm lobby Copa-Cogeca & 
Euroseeds (European seed sector body) are organising a high-level conference on plant breeding 
innovation entitled µGURZing Whe FXWXUe TRgeWheU¶ on Nov 19. The gathering, which takes place at the club 
µDe Warande¶ (1, RXe Zinner) BrXssels , will kick off at 9.30am & is expected to be wrapped up by lunch-
time (1pm). The Finnish Presidency had previously scheduled a discussion on New Breeding Techniques 
(NBTs) at the last Farm Council of the year (Dec 16-17), with some suggesting this agenda item might be 
brought forward to the next meeting on Nov 18.      
 

MARKET UDPATES: IGC cuts world grain forecast; EU-Norway interim appeal system; POs; 
IGC cuts world grain crop forecast: The International Grains Council (IGC) cut its forecast for global 
2019/20 grain production to 2 157 million tonnes, down 2mt on the figure it came out with a month ago, but 
still Zell Xp on the preYioXs \ear¶s 2 142mt. The CoXncil cXt its forecasts for Zheat, mai]e & oats.  
In the latest edition of its monthly Grain Market Report*, published on Oct 24, the London-based 
international body put the wheat crop at 762mt, down from the previous forecast of 764mt & up from 733mt 
last \ear, ³Zith redXctions for AXstralia, Argentina, the US & Serbia more than offsetting increases f or the 
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EU, RXssia & TXrkmenistan.´ Some 1.4mt has been added to the estimate for EU Zheat prodXction, mainl\ 
because of a 1.3mt rise in the forecast for the UK crop, to 16.3mt, compared with 14mt last year, because of 
increased yield & area. This brings the Union¶s total to 153.6mt, +11% on the \ear, Zith France Xp 16% at 
41.3%. The US spring Zheat harYest Zas ³dela\ed b\ Zintr\ conditions,´ officials at the IGC said. It Zas 96% 
complete b\ Oct 20, at Zhich point it is normall\ finished. ³As precipitation c ontinued late into the month, the 
remaining area is Xnlikel\ to meet milling specifications,´ they continue, taking 0.5mt off its forecast for the 
coXntr\¶s total prodXction of Zheat, bringing it to 53.4mt, or 4% Xp on the \ear. Argentina has been hit b\ 
drought & frosts and the IGC has reduced its crop forecast for the South American country by 0.9mt to 
19.5mt, the same leYel as last \ear. AXstralia has sXffered ³sXstained dr\ness dXring the critical grain filling 
period,´ the IGC said, cXtting its forecast for the coXntr\¶s Zheat crop b\ 2.1mt, to a 12-year low of 17mt, 
compared to 17.3mt last \ear.The forecast for mai]e Zas redXced b\ jXst 1mt, to 1 098mt, ³as doZnZard 
revisions for Argentina, the EU & Egypt outweigh upgrades for China, Ukraine, Serbia &  RXssia,´ the CoXncil 
said. For oilseeds, the global so\bean crop forecast is noZ ³fractionall\ loZer´ at 341mt Zith an 18mt fall 
since last \ear ³reflecting e[pectations for the smallest US crop in si[ seasons.´ ³Other prodXcers ma\ cXt 
bigger crops, but South American prospects in particular are tentative given that seeding has been underway 
for onl\ a feZ Zeeks,´ the IGC noted. The forecast for rapeseed oXtpXt in 2019/2020 is broadl\ stead\, at 
68.8mt compared Zith 72.2mt last \ear, ³as a fXrther redXction in the EU crop estimate is offset by increases 
for other prodXcers, namel\ the US & China.´ A slight month -on-month cut in the forecast for the EU, to 
16.6mt, reflects ³marginal m/m doZngrades for Poland & the UK,´ the IGC said. The forecast EU rapeseed 
crop is 16% down on 2018/19 & the lowest level for 13 years. ³The disappointing harYest stemmed from 
heaYil\ redXced crops in France, German\ & Romania,´  the international body said.*https://www.igc.int;  
EU-Norway back interim appeal arbitration arrangement: Leaders of the EU & Norway backed an interim 
appeal arbitration arrangement this week (Oct 21) based on existing WTO rules, in a bid to preserve & 
safeguard a functioning WTO dispute settlement system. The US adminis tration¶s long-standing decision to 
block neZ appointments to the appeals bod\ has compromised the bloc¶s abilit\ to resolYe dispXtes, Zhile 
the EU & NorZa\ are keen to implement an ³effectiYe & binding dispXte settlement for an\ potential trade 
disputes that might oppose them Xnder WTO laZ.´ The interim arrangement Zill appl\ to dispXtes in the 
event the Appellate Body is unable to hear appeals & will remain in place until the Appellate Body is 
operational. In a statement issued this week, officials say the EU¶s ³foremost priorit\ remains to ensXre an 
effectiYe fXnctioning of the e[isting WTO Appellate Bod\´, pointing oXt that if the cXrrent impasse persists, 
the Body would be unable to hear new appeals after Dec 10. The EU & other members of the 164 -strong 
bloc have made formal proposals & are discussing ways to resolve the situation. In the meantime, an interim 
solution that mirrors the existing WTO appeal process can be established between interested WTO 
members, as was the case with the EU & Canada back in July.   
Study shows benefits of Producer Organisations (POs): Farm sector producer organisations (POs) 
benefit their members & the rural areas around them b\ strengthening farmers¶ position in the food sXppl\ 
chain, while providing technical assistance to their members, according to a study published by the 
Commission this week (Oct 23). The 158-page report, entitled µSWXd\ Rn the best ways for producer 
organisations to be formed, carry out their activities & be supported*, was prepared by the European 
Economic Interest Grouping Arcadia International, Ernst & Young & independent experts. The analysis 
concludes that POs benefit farmers & the communities in which they are located & ³oftentimes promote 
sXstainable farming practices.´ The\ create emplo\ment & promote the quality of regional or local 
agriculture, while the ability of these organisations, in many cases, to provide professional advice & technical 
services contributes to the efficiency of farms, the authors conclude. There are more than 42 000 producer 
organisations in the EU - defined as ³an\ farmers¶ cooperation based on a legal entit\ .´ Some 3 505 POs & 
associations of producer organisations (APOs) are recognised by Member State governments. Around 60% 
of the total recognised POs & APOs at EU level are based in three Member States - France with 759, 
Germany (658) & Spain, which has 588 recognised entities. Some 1 850 POs or APOs are in the fruit & 
vegetable sector, followed by milk & milk products (334), olive oil & table olives (254), wine (222), beef & 
veal (210), cereals (177)  & pigmeat (101) [µRther products¶ (107) such as potatoes & rabbit rearing]. Authors 
find that the main objectives of recognised POs & APOs are common across sectors & include production 
planning, adapting to demand, concentration of products & placing products on the market. The most 
common form of producer organisation is the agricultural cooperative. POs are seen as giving farmers 
greater bargaining power when negotiating with other actors in the food supply chain, although some 
producers do see the loss of autonomy involved as too big a price to pay. Some farmers also complain of an 
increased administrative burden & expressed concern about the cost of setting them 
up.*https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/study-best-ways-producer-organisations-be-formed-carry-out-their-

activities-and-be-supported_en 
 

IN BRIEF: New Farm Ministers in Portugal & Romania; Farm protests in Germany & NL;  
New Farm Minister in Portugal: Portugal¶s goYernment, led b\ Socialist Prime Minister António Costa, 
announced the makeup of his new Cabinet earlier this week (Oct 21), following the Oct 6 election [see AF77-
19]. The new Agriculture Minister is Maria do Céu Albuquerque. Born in July 1970 in Abrantes in central 

https://www.igc.int/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/study-best-ways-producer-organisations-be-formed-carry-out-their-activities-and-be-supported_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/study-best-ways-producer-organisations-be-formed-carry-out-their-activities-and-be-supported_en
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Portugal, Albuquerque has a Degree in Biochemistry from the Faculty of Science & Technology at the 
University of Coimbra, where she was a Research Fellow. She also holds a postgraduate degree in Food 
Quality & Safety Management from the Egas Moniz Higher Inst itute of Health Sciences. The Socialist 
politician, who was Mayor of Abrantes for nine years (2009-2018), replaces the highly-regarded & well-liked 
Luís Capoulas Santos, who will take a seat in the national parliament.   
 The new State Secretary for Agriculture & Rural Development is Nuno Tiago dos Santos Russo. Born in 
1976 in Santarém, in the centre-west of the country, he holds a Degree in Zootechnical Engineering from the 
University of Évora & an MBA in Public Administration from the Higher Institute of Management & 
Administration of Santarém. Since 2017, he has served as a senior technician at the Institute for Financing 
Agriculture and Fisheries (IFAP). 
Oros named Romanian Farm Minister: Adrian Nechita Oros, a member of Romania¶s National Liberal 
Party, has been put forward to succeed the affable Petre Daea as the coXntr\¶s AgricXltXre Minister.  
The 54-year-old, who was elected to represent Cluj in the north-west of Romania in Dec 2016, is Vice-Chair 
of the Agriculture, Forestry & Food Industry Commit tee of the Chamber of Deputies. Between 2009-2012 he 
was President of PNL Cluj-Napoca & held the position of director of the Cluj Veterinary Health Department in 
2000-2001 & 2008-2009. Oros is Vice-Rector of the University of Agricultural Sciences & Veterinary 
Medicine of Cluj-Napoca and Vice-President of the College of Veterinary Doctors of Romania. A veterinarian 
by profession, he was also Vice-President of the Romanian College of Veterinary Doctors.  
Farmer protests block German, Dutch cities:  Large protests brought traffic to a halt in Bonn & The Hague 
earlier this week (Oct 22) as farmers used their tractors to get across their complaints about being unfairly 
blamed for environmental issues & subject to increasingly onerous legislation. In Germany, protests took 
place in 17 cities, notably Bonn, where the Farm Ministry is based, but also in Berlin, Munich, Bayreuth, 
Erfurt, Rendsburg, Hanover, Oldenburg, Stuttgart, Freiburg, Leipzig & Görlitz, organised by a group called 
µLand VchaffW VeUbindXng¶ (coXntr\side creates connection). The main gathering Zas at Bonn¶s M�nsterplat], 
Zhere according to the regional farmers¶ organisation RLV (Rheinische Landwirtschafts-Verband) almost 6 
000 farmers gathered in the square while 2 000 tractors stood outside the city in a protest making clear their 
anger at the latest changes to farm & environmental policy. RLV President Bernhard Conzen expressed 
anger at what politicians were doing to farmers. ³Whether it Zas laZs on fertilisers or insect protection, there 
Zere neZer & sharper reqXirements aroXnd eYer\ corner,´ Con]en said. ³Farmers Zere being told the\ 
should spread less manure, do without crop protection products or not use their land at all as it was turned 
into protected areas.´ Farmers¶ loXd protests shoXld make it clear that ³this cannot go on,´ he said, calling 
for negotiations with policy-makers. Conzen wants Environment Minister Svenja Schulze to follow the 
example of her colleague Julia Klöckner, responsible for Food, Agriculture & Consumer Protection, & 
engage in a technical dialogXe Zith farmers & other stakeholders. ³We are tired of the fact that the Federal 
Environment Minister only follows the ideological demands of the environmental side, without any 
appreciation of the efforts that we farmers have made for years," the RLV President went on. In the 
Netherlands, more than 2 000 farmers took to the roads on tractors on Oct 22, heading for The Hague & 
creating more than 1 000km of traffic jams. Protestors complained that their industry is being treated unfairly 
& being accXsed of mistreating animals & pollXting the enYironment. The protest Zas ³aboXt oXr families, oXr 
fXtXre, the fXtXre of oXr children,´ sheep farmer Bart Kemp, one of the organisers of the protest told 
demonstrators. ³It's aboXt oXr Za\ of life.´  
 

TIMETABLE: Week ahead (in Brussels unless otherwise stated), all Councils in Luxembourg;  

Oct 27 General election in Argentina to elect the President, members of the national congress & 
governors of most provinces; General elections in Uruguay, if no Presidential candidate receives 
a majority in the first round of voting, a runoff will take place on Nov 24;   

Oct 28 Health Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis receives Bernhard Url, Executive Director of EFSA 
(European Food Safety Authority);   

Oct 29 Commission chief Jean-Claude Juncker receives Martin Schulz, former President of the 
European Parliament (2012-2017); Juncker receives Serbian President Aleksandar VXþiü; 
Competition Commissioner Margrethe Vestager in Dortmund (DE), delivers a keynote speech at 
the Digital Summit www.de.digital/DIGITAL/Navigation/DE/Digital-Gipfel/digital-gipfel.html & 
meets German\¶s Finance Minister Peter Altmaier; EIP-AGRI Workshop µSmall iV VmaUW¶ ± 
Innovative solutions for small agricultural & forestry holdings  in Bucharest (&30)  
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions;  

Oct 30 College meeting inc. 20th Security Union Progress Report & Mandate for negotiations for an 
agreement between the EU & New Zealand on the exchange of personal data for fighting serious 
crime & terrorism;    

Oct 31 Brexit deadline; Vice-President Maroã âefþoYiþ receives young climate activists;  
Nov 1 EU inVWiWXWiRnV clRVed fRU All SainWV¶ Da\;  µNeZ¶ CRmmiVViRn CRllege Zill not take office [see 

above]; There are no Management or Regulatory Committee meetings scheduled for next week;  
ENDS 

 

https://www.de.digital/DIGITAL/Redaktion/DE/Standardartikel/Digital-Gipfel/digital-gipfel-2019-programm-tag-2.html
http://www.de.digital/DIGITAL/Navigation/DE/Digital-Gipfel/digital-gipfel.html
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/event/eip-agri-workshop-small-smart-innovative-solutions
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 UK’s BORIS JOHNSON FORCED TO REQUEST EXTENSION AMID BREXIT DEADLOCK  

 EX EXEC ALLOCATES  €200m TO PROMOTE AGRI-FOOD PRODUCTS AT HOME & ABROAD  

 EP DEBRIEF: EP tough on bee protection; EU Budget 2020; EU funding for UK in no deal;  

 MS VOTE AGAINST RENEWAL OF NEONIC PESTICIDE THIACLOPRID; SUMOFUS REJOICE; 

 IN BRIEF: ECA report on exceptional dairy measures; COREPER wants action on NBTs;  
 

8K¶S BORIS JOHNSON FORCED TO REQUEST EXTENSION AMID BREXIT DEADLOCK 

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson failed on Oct 19 to get  the UK Parliament to agree to his Withdrawal 
Agreement with the EU, forcing him to ask Brussels for membership to be extended until Jan 31, 2020. He 
followed up b\ failing to force MPs to give just three da\s consideration to the government¶s bill on 
withdrawal, leaving the timetable for the UK Parliament to scrutinise the legislation unclear. With politicians 
failing to agree a timetable for discussion of the deal with the EU, there is speculation that the Conservative 
leader¶s ne[t move ma\ be to attempt to get Parliament to agree to an election. One factor in Johnson's 
defeats has been the loss of support from the ten MPs of the Northern Irish Democratic Unionist Party  
(DUP), angry at the deal's need for customs checks between NI & Britain. Chief Whip Sir Jeffrey Donaldson, 
said “the sensible thing for the government is to sit down with us & see if we can work this out.” 
 Johnson abandoned his attempt to get MPs to agree to the withdrawal treaty over the weekend (Oct 19) 
after they voted by 322 to 306 to pass an amendment from independent former Conservative MP Oliver 
Letwin [see AF81-19], which ³withholds approval unless & until implementing legislation is passed.´ The vote 
came as over a million pro-EU marchers, inc. Agra Facts, listened outside the Houses of Parliament. On the 
same da\, Labour leader Jerem\ Corb\n told MPs that Johnson had ³renegotiated the Withdrawal 
Agreement & made it even worse.´ ³He¶s renegotiated the political declaration & made that even worse.´  The 
House was debating ³a te[t to which there is no economic impact assessment & no accompanying legal 
advice.´ The government had ³sought to avoid scrutin\ throughout the process,´ the 70-year-old left-wing 
politician, representing Islington North added. Strictly speaking, MPs passed the government¶s motion 
without a vote, but, because the Letwin amendment requires scrutiny, they had not  effectively said ‘yes¶ to 
the Withdrawal Agreement by the end of Oct 19. The date coincided with the ‘Benn Act¶ deadline by which 
the Prime Minister was obliged to send a letter to EU leaders requesting an extension of the Article 50 
process until the end of Jan 2020.  
 The beleaguered British leader sent the letter later that day, but in a show of defiance did not sign it. The 

single-page correspondence* addressed to Council President Donald Tusk was accompanied by a cover 
letter from Sir Tim Barrow, UK Permanent Representative to the EU & a private letter in which Johnson told 
the Polish politician that he didn¶t think an e[tension was actuall\ a good idea.  Tusk duly ignored the lack of 
a signature & tweeted late Oct 19 that ³the e[tension request has just arrived. I will now start consulting EU 
leaders on how to react.´ Johnson followed up on Monda\ (Oct 21), b\ attempting again to get MPs to pass a 
motion agreeing the Withdrawal Agreement. This was rejected by the Speaker of House of Commons John 
Bercow, under a convention which states that the same question cannot be asked of MPs twice in one 
session. ³Toda\'s motion is in substance the same as Saturda\¶s motion,´ Bercow said. It would be 
³repetitive & disorderl\´ to vote again on it. The Speaker noted that the convention goes back to 1604. ³It is a 
necessary rule to ensure the sensible use of the House's time & proper respect for the decisions that it 
takes,´ he stressed. With onl\ eight da\s to go  before the Oct 31 deadline, Johnson came back to 

Parliament yesterday (Oct 22), with the 110-page Withdrawal Bill**, which would put the agreement into 
force. The bill passed its second reading (the first time the House actually considers it), by 329 to 299 votes.  
  However, a few minutes later they voted to reject the µProgramme Motion¶ setting out how the bill would 
be handled, which limited discussion of the bill to three days, by 322 to 308 votes, leaving the legislation ³in 
limbo´, according to Speaker Bercow. Johnson responded that ³the EU must now make up their minds over 
how to respond to Parliament¶s request for a dela\.´ Following the UK vo tes (Oct 22), Tusk tweeted that ³in 
order to avoid a no-deal Brexit, I will recommend the EU-27 accept the UK request for an e[tension.´ ³For 
this I will propose a written procedure,´ he elaborated. On the same da\, EP Bre[it Coordinator Gu\ 
Verhofstadt (BE/Renew Europe) said that MEPs would not consider the deal before  it has been approved by 
the UK¶s legislature. ³We need the approval of the British parliament,´ he said in a live Facebook session. 
³Once that is done, it will return to the EP.´ President David Sassoli (EP) said earlier toda\ that he thinks ³it 
is advisable, as requested by President Donald Tusk, that the European Council should accept this 
e[tension.´ Pushing back the deadline would ³allow the UK to clarif\ its position & the EP to e[ercise its 
role.´ The Irish government issued a statement sa\ing that An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar, had spoken to Tusk 
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earlier toda\ (Oct 23) & confirmed his support for the Council President¶s view that the EU -27 should grant 
an extension, noting that it would be flexible, in that the UK could leave before Jan 31, if a deal is  ratified 
earlier.  
 Although far too early in the game to consider the future EU-UK trade relations, there has been some 
clarity in terms of the division of labour from the Brussels perspective. For all aspects related to trade in 
services, goods & agriculture, negotiations will be led by the incoming Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan & DG  
TRADE services. The EU¶s chief negotiator Michel Barnier will lead a new team, comprising the remaining 
officials on the Article 50 Taskforce & the Secretariat General¶s Brexit Preparedness Group. The Barnier 
team will deal with fisheries, aviation, security, research, education, judiciary & nuclear, sources indicated 

this week. *https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters-from-the-uk-to-the-eu-council-19-

october-2019; **https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eu-withdrawal-agreement-bill;  
 

EU EXEC ALLOCATES ¼200m TO PROMOTE AGRI-FOOD PRODUCTS AT HOME & ABROAD  
The EU budget dedicated to promoting EU agri-food products at home & abroad will be ¼200 million for 

2020, comprising 81 campaigns* (56 for simple programmes & 25 for multi-programmes) to be rolled out 
over the next three years, the Commission confirmed on Oct 23. Under the banner ‘Enjoy it¶s from Europe¶, 
the budget allocation will co-finance programmes (at rates of 70-85%) on the internal & external markets, 
with an increased focus on campaigns that promote EU quality schemes. Of the campaigns approved 
(covering 19 Member States), 55 target non-EU countries such as Brazil, Canada, China, Mexico & India 
covering a wide range of products including fruit & vegetables, organic food, dairy, meat, olive & olive oil. 
Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan said that European agri-food products are ³renowned across the globe for 
their qualit\ & authenticit\.´ He recalled the many trade missions during his 5-year mandate - accompanied 
by senior executives in the agri-food industry - to China, Japan, Indonesia, Mexico & Colombia where he 
experienced first-hand the positive reaction to European produce. The Commission supports producers¶ 
³hard work b\ spreading the word & maintaining a good reputation at a global level,´ the Irishman added. 
 This year ¼100m has been earmarked for µsimple promotion programmes¶ on the EU & 3

rd
 country 

markets (submitted by one or more proposing organisations from the same Member State), with 23% of the 
budget allocated to the fruit & vegetable sector, followed by a µbasket of products¶ (21%), meat (20%), 
cheese/dairy (14%) and wine, cider & vinegar (6%). Ke\ ³winners´ include IT (17 accepted proposals), EL 
(8), FR (6), BE (6), ES (6) & PL (3), which were granted the bulk of the overall µsimple promotion schemes¶ 
budget, with emphasis on EU quality schemes & organic production. Other Member States such as FI, DK, 
IE, DE, NL & LV each had one proposal accepted, while LT & SI had two. Under the µsimple promotion 
programmes¶, Germany (coordinated by Naturland) looks set to secure around ¼1m for the promotion of a 
µbasket for products¶ inc. bovine meat (fresh, chilled & frozen), bread, pastry, cakes, confectionary, biscuits, 
cereals, cheese, chocolate & derived products, coffee & tea, dairy produc ts (excl. cheese), eggs, pasta, 
olive oil & fruit or nuts ( inc. table olives) targeted at the Vietnamese market. Similarly, Ireland has one entry 
(Bord Bia) for the promotion of pork & poultr\ in China & Me[ico (worth just over ¼3m).    
 An additional ¼90.5m will fund so-called µmulti programmes¶, submitted b\ at least two proposing 
organisations from at least two Member States or one or more European organisations. The US, China & 
Japan are the key external target markets, followed by South Korea, Taiwan, Vietnam & Singapore, while 
meat (bovine, poultry & meat preparations), wine, cider & vinegar, fruit & vegetables, olive oil & cereals 
make up the bulk of the product base. Multi-programmes are directl\ managed b\ the EU¶s consumers, 
health, agriculture & food executive agency (CHAFEA), while the so-called µsimple¶ ones are managed by 
national administrations. A further ¼9.5m will fund the Commission¶s ³own initiatives´ inc. communication 
campaigns in 3

rd
 countries inc. pavilions in major agri-food trade fairs, organisation of business delegations 

visits, seminars, technical support as well as campaigns in the event of market disturbance  & loss of 
consumer confidence. *https://ec.europa.eu/chafea/agri/funding-opportunities/evaluation-and-selection 
 

EP DEBRIEF: EP tough on bee protection; EU Budget 2020; EU funding for UK in no deal;  
EP tough on bee protection: The EP blocked a Commission proposal today after Member States watered 
down draft legislation that seeks to eliminate pesticides that pose the greatest danger to pollinators. 
Following the adoption of a resolution with an absolute majority - 533 votes to 67 & 100 abstentions - MEPs 
effectively sent the Commission ³back to the drawing board´ , requesting policy-makers to table a new 
proposal based on the latest scientific & technical knowledge. The original draft was intended to incorporate 
into EU law the European Food Safet\ Authorit\¶s (EFSA) 2013 guidance to cut the use of pesticides that 
harm bees. The guidance indicated how pesticides should be tested,  in order to protect bees from both 
acute & chronic exposure, with chemicals remaining on the market only if they pass these new tests.  
 During discussions at Committee level, over a dozen Member States opposed the full implementation of 
the 2013 bee guidance, forcing the Commission into a tricky compromise. MEPs said the draft text ³onl\ 
introduces modifications ... with regard to acute toxicity to honeybees, but remains silent on chronic toxicity 
to honeybees, as well as on toxicity to bumble bees & solitar\ bees´. The te[t ³would not change the level of 
protection´ alread\ in place, they add.  Commenting after the vote, Environment Committee Chair Pascal 
Canfin said ³by opposing evaluation criteria which are far too weak given the danger that pesticides pose to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters-from-the-uk-to-the-eu-council-19-october-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters-from-the-uk-to-the-eu-council-19-october-2019
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/eu-withdrawal-agreement-bill
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bees, we wanted to ask a simple question: are we serious about protecting the environment? Are we serious 
about protecting living organisms? Are we serious about the Green Deal?´ The prominent French MEP 
(Renew Europe) said the result was ³very clear « a very large majority of the EP did not want watered down 
legislation on the protection of bees.´ Recent Commission studies indicate a dramatic decline in the 
occurrence & diversity of European wild insect pollinators inc. wild bees, hoverflies, butterflies & moths, 
while numerous pollinator species are extinct or threatened with extinction. In the EU alone, around 84% of 
crop species & nearly 80% of wildflower species depend, at least in part, on animal pollination. Up to almost 
¼15 billion of the EU¶s annual agricultural output is directl\ attributed to insect pollinators , according to 
figures cited by MEPs. 

MEPs agree 2020 budget resolution: MEPs agreed a resolution setting the 2020 EU budget at almost ¼171 
billion in commitment appropriations (+¼2.7bn compared to the Commission¶s draft budget) & ¼159.1bn in 
pa\ments at toda\¶s plenar\ session in Strasbourg (Oct 23) inc. an additional ¼30 million in EU support for 
pigmeat, poultry, bee-keeping & other animal products & ¼88m for halting & reversing biodiversity loss [see 
table below]. The House boosted the 
Commission¶s draft budget b\ adding 
more than ¼2bn to climate protection & 
increased the Youth Employment 
Initiative & Erasmus+ programmes, with 
euro-deputies viewing ne[t \ear¶s Budget 
as the ³last chance for the EU to come 
closer to meeting the political 
commitments set for that period, including 
towards reaching the bloc¶s climate 
target.´ It should also pave the wa\ for 
the next financial perspectives (2021-
2027).  

 The Parliament budgetary resolution*, 
voted through by 529 votes to 130, with 
43 abstentions, reinstates all Council cuts 
to the CAP budget & sets as priorities 
³sustainable growth, innovation, 
competitiveness, security, tackling root 
causes of refugees & migration flows, 
managing refugee & migration flows, the 
fight against climate change & the 
transition to sustainable energ\´. General 
Rapporteur for the 2020 EU Budget, 
German\¶s Monika Hohlmeier (EPP) said 
the vote ³shows Parliament¶s united front 
& a common understanding among the political groups: ambitious climate targets & environmental protection 
can go hand in hand with programmes that create new jobs, support European research & development 
facilities & boost competitiveness.´ MEPs also ³confirmed our commitment to further increase the Youth 
Employment Initiative, Erasmus+ & DiscoverEU « to provide 18-year-olds with Interrail tickets to give them 
the opportunity to discover a Europe without borders,´ the CSU euro-deputy from München added.  
 In response, Council informed the EP that it could not accept all of the amendments for the 2020 EU 
Budget adopted in plenary, thus triggering a 3-week conciliation process, which will kick off on Oct 29 (until 
Nov 18). Commenting toda\, Finland¶s State Secretary in the Ministry of Finance & chief Council negotiator 
for the 2020 Budget, Kimmo Tiilikainen expressed his satisfaction that the Council & EP ³share man\ 
priorities for ne[t \ear¶s budget,´ with ³job creation, fighting climate change « secur ity & migration, & 
focusing in particular on \oung people´ at the core. It ³provides a good basis for our efforts to agree on a 
budget with appropriate funding levels for the different programmes & areas, based on a prudent & realistic 
approach & the best interest of European ta[pa\ers.´    
 The first meeting of the Conciliation Committee is scheduled for Nov 4, with another slated for Nov 15 
which normally goes on until the wee hours. The ECOFIN/Budget Council on the same day (Nov 15) is 
expected to give the Presidency guidance in its talks with the EP. If no agreement is reached by midnight on 
Nov 18, the Commission must table a new draft budget for 2020, which would fall under a ³fast -tracked´ 
procedure, so it could be wrapped for the Dec plenary session in Strasbourg (16-19). The final EU Budget 
for 2019 is expected to be adopted at an EP plenary session by the end of the year , with EP officials hopeful 
of an accord at the Nov II plenary session (25-28).   
*See https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html (under Oct 23);  

2020 EU funding for UK in no deal Brexit: The EP approved a measure yesterday (Oct 22) to make sure 
that EU funds for 2020 are fully available if the UK leaves the EU in a no deal Brexit scenario. The draft 
regulation extends to 2020 the contingency plan approved by MEPs on April 17, previously limited to 2019. 

Nomenclature 
Above Draft Budget  

(Commitments) 

05 02 15 99 - Other measures for 
pigmeat, poultry, eggs, bee-keeping, other 
animal products +30 000 000 

05 02 18 - School schemes  +2 000 000 

07 02 01 - Contributing to a greener & 
more resource-efficient economy & to the 
development & implementation of Union 
environmental policy & legislation  +62 000 000 

07 02 02 - Halting & reversing biodiversity 
loss +88 000 000 

07 02 03 - Supporting better 
environmental governance & information 
at all levels +20 000 000 

07 02 06 - European Environment Agency  +1 300 000 

11 06 62 01 - Scientific advice & 
knowledge +1 000 000 

34 02 01 - Reducing Union greenhouse 
gas emissions +35 000 000 

34 02 02 - Increasing the resilience of the 
Union to climate change +20 000 000 

34 02 03 - Better climate governance & 
information at all levels +8 000 000 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
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The House backed the draft recommendation, tabled by the Chair of the Budgets Committee, Johan Van 
Overtveldt (ECR, BE), by 543 votes in favour, 30 against, with 46 abstentions. Under the provisions, UK 
researchers, students & farmers would continue to get Community support next year if the country leaves the 
bloc without a deal, provided London continues to pay its contributions & accepts the necessary controls & 
audits. The aim is to ³minimise an\ negative impact that the UK¶s withdrawal ma\ have on beneficiaries of 
EU funding « such as Hori]on 2020, Erasmus+ and agriculture & regional polici es,´ EP officials outline. An 
additional contingency measure, allowing Member States directly impacted by Brexit to access financial 
support via the EU Solidarity Fund (hitherto reserved for natural disasters) is up for a vote tomorrow  (Oct 24).  
 

MS VOTE AGAINST RENEWAL OF NEONIC PESTICIDE THIACLOPRID; SUMOFUS REJOICE;  
Member States voted against the renewal of the EU license 
for the neonicotinoid pesticide Thiacloprid at \esterda\¶s 
Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food & Feed 
(PAFF), with all delegations voting in favour of the draft 
regulation on the ³non-renewal of approval´ & onl\ the UK 
abstaining (due to Brexit). The decision will be formally 
adopted by the Commission in the coming weeks, while the 
ban will come into effect on April 30, 2020, when the current 
license expires.   
 Some 383 000 people signed a petition by the 
international consumer group SumOfUS* demanding a ban 
on the pesticide developed b\ Ba\er ³because of its links to 
cancer & reproductive issues in farm workers & evidence that 
it harms bees & other pollinators.´ Commenting  this week, 
Rebecca Falcon, Campaign Manager at SumOfUs said 
³toda\ Europeans persuaded our decision-makers to unite 
behind the science & ban toxic Thiacloprid, despite every 
attempt by its producer Bayer & the agro-industr\.´ ³As a 
result of this ban, farm workers won¶t be e[posed to the 
cancer-linked chemical and bees & other pollinators won¶t 
suffer its harmful effects,´ the former Senior Campaigns 
Adviser at Save the Children UK & graduate from King¶s 
College London (English Language & Literature) added. 
Ba\er said it ³respects´ the decision, adding that the compan\ ³continues to believe that Thiacloprid-based 
crop protection products can be used safel\ when appropriate risk mitigation measures are applied.´  
 At the same meeting, there was no qualified majority (QM) in favour of two draft implementing decisions 
on the non-repetition of ³emergency authorisations´ for neonicotinoids in Romania & Lithuania [see table 
above], as the reasons presented by both countries could not be justified. An Appeal Committee will 
consider both dossiers in the coming weeks (possibly in early Dec tbc). *SumOfUS is a global movement of 

consumers, investors & workers, united to hold corporations to account  - for more see www.sumofus.org;  
 

IN BRIEF: ECA report on exceptional dairy measures; COREPER wants action on NBTs;  
ECA report on exceptional dairy measures: The European Court of Auditors (ECA) is examining the 
exceptional market measures introduced by the EU to counteract the dairy market disturbances between 
2014 & 2017, it emerged this week. Auditors at the Luxembourg-based Court are assessing whether the 
exceptional aid to help producers ± which cost around ¼740 million for the EU budget ± was properly 
designed & adequately mitigated the effects of the market disturbance following the Russian embargo (Aug 
2014) & the end of the dairy quota regime (April 2015). Under the µsafet\ net¶ scheme, the Commission 
sought to temporarily remove some surpluses from the market ± inc. public & private purchases and storage 
of skimmed milk powder. Audit visits will take place in FR, IT, IE & FI to examine how the measures were 
put into practice, while they will also check whether the Commission & Member States are now better 
prepared for dairy market disruption. Commenting this week, Nikolaos Milionis, the ECA Member leading the 
audit, said that ³milk producers were hit by a significant drop in their revenues´. The Greek legal expert, who 
completed a PhD thesis in Public Finance Law at the University of Athens, said the court ³will analyse 
whether the EU budget was well spent to help them overcome the crisis & whether the Commission is 
prepared for future market disturbances.´ 
COREPER want action on NBTs: EU Ambassadors are expected to call on the next Commission to submit 
a stud\ on the Union¶s options for addressing the legal situation of new genomic techniques  [poss by July 
2021] & table a legislative proposal ³if appropriate,´ when they meet in Brussels on Friday (Oct 25). Based 
on documents circulating ahead of the meeting, they are likely to request a study that takes into account the 
existing legal framework (Directive 2001/18) & the judgment from the European Court of Justice (July 2018) 
(C-528/16) that ruled organisms derived from certain mutagenesis techniques (such as gene editing) are 
GMOs & must comply with risk assessment, traceability & labelling requirements laid down by the relevant 
legislation [see AF62-19].                     ENDS  

Draft Commission Implementing 
Decision on the non-repetition of 

emergency authorisations for neonics by 
Romania  

For Against Abstain 

BE, CY, DK, 
DE, FR, HR, 
LU, MT, NL & 
SE  

BG, EL & 
RO  

AT, CZ, EE, 
IE, ES, IT, 
LV, LT, HU, 
PL, PT, SI,  
SK, FI & UK   

Draft Commission Implementing 
Decision on the non-repetition of 

emergency authorisations for neonics by 
Lithuania 

For Against Abstain 

BE, DK, DE, 
FR, HR, CY, 
LU, MT, NL & 
SE 

BG, EL, LT 
& FI 

AT, CZ, EE, 
IE, ES, IT, 
LV, HU, PL, 
PT, RO, SI, 
SK & UK    

http://www.sumofus.org/
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 BREXIT: JOHNSON STRIKES DEAL WITH EU LEADERS; DUP OPPOSITION; CRUCIAL VOTE;  

 EU HEADS OF STATE & GOV. WANT MFF µNEG27IA7ING B2;¶ :I7H FIGURES BY DECEMBER 

 IN BRIEF: US duties; Fruit & veg market observatory; CMO plea; World Food Day; New GI; 

 TIMETABLE: Week ahead;  
 

BREXIT: JOHNSON STRIKES DEAL WITH EU LEADERS; DUP OPPOSITION; CRUCIAL VOTE  
EU leaders unanimously agreed a new Withdrawal Agreement on the basis of proposals from UK Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson yesterday (Oct 17), paving the a way for an orderly Brexit by Oct 31, after the British 
leader backed down over arrangements to avoid a hard border in Ireland. But the NRUWK¶V DePocratic 
Unionist Party (DUP) may yet scupper the plans, ruling out their support at a crunch vote  in the House of 
Commons tomorrow (Oct 19) [see below]. The revised deal on ending UK membership of the bloc agreed by 
the Council is almost the same as the Withdrawal Agreement reached by former UK Premier Theresa May 
(Nov 2018). Following a marathon session of talks, changes centre on the provisions for Northern Ireland - 
inc. alignment to a limited set of single market rules to avoid a hard border on the island of Ireland 
(legislation on goods, rules on SPS, agricultural production/marketing, VAT & excise in respect of goods and 
state aid rules), while ensuring the region remains part of the UK¶s customs territory. The move seeks to 
replace the µbackstop¶ arrangement, meant only to apply as an insurance policy if alternative arrangements 
for the border could not be made to work. The move avoids a hard border on the island of Ireland, protects 
the all-island economy & the Good Friday Agreement, as well as safeguarding the integrity of the single 
market, Commission officials outline. 
 Under the revised µProtocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland¶, the UK is allowed to reimburse duties paid on 
goods imported into Northern Ireland. To avoid customs checks, the EU¶s Customs Code will apply to all 
goods brought into Ireland. EU sanitary & phytosanitary rules will also apply. The difference between the 
controversial backstop in the deal agreed by former PM May is that the new arrangements are a legally 
operative solution, rather than an alternative solution to be put in place if needed. Under the revised 
arrangement, there will be checks & controls on goods entering Northern Ireland from the rest of the UK, 
including sanitary & phyto sanitary controls on agri-food products. The checks will be carried out by the UK 
authorities with EU supervision. The two sides are expected to agree a way of carrying out checks away from 
ports & airports of entry. On VAT, Northern Ireland will be part of the UK area, with the UK setting rates & 
collecting the revenue, but EU VAT rules will apply in the region, with a provision for exemptions & reduced 
rates applying in the Republic of Ireland to be applied in NI. Northern Ireland will continue to operate the EU 
VAT Information Exchange System (VIES) & share data with Member States.  
 Speaking to reporters yesterday, Johnson urged MPs to ³come together & get Brexit done´, saying the 
deal was a ³reasonable, fair outcome & reflected the large amount of work undertaken by both sides.´ Later 
in the afternoon at a joint press conference, Council President Donald Tusk said heads of state & 
government ³endorsed this deal & it looks like we are very close to the final stretch.´ The former Polish 
Premier reiterated that he EU would ³always stand behind Ireland & not force a deal unfavourable to Dublin.´ 
On a personal note, he expressed his sadness, saying he would always be a Remainer ³in his heart.´ ³Our 
door will always be open « if our British friends decide to return one day.´ Commission chief Jean-Claude 
Juncker said the new protocol on Ireland would allow ³peace and stability on the island of Ireland.´ He 
acknowledged the role Ireland¶s Taoiseach Leo Varadkar had in the last-minute talks, saying ³a deal would 
not have been possible today [without him]¶´. The Fine Gael leader paid tribute to Europe¶s ³strength of 
unity,´ which provides a ³lesson for the future « to be taken forward in future negotiations, with US, China & 
Turkey.´ The revised text ³creates a unique solution « to Northern Ireland recognising its unique history & 
geography,´ Varadkar added. The EU¶s chief negotiator Michel Barn ier said ³while the subject matter in the 
negotiating room related to customs, goods & the border « it had been people in Ir eland & Northern Ireland 
as well as peace that were central´ in the process.  
 A further element which has caused concern is that µlevel playing field¶ require ments on issues like 
workers¶ rights, the environment, fighting tax avoidance & adhering to international standards, have been 
moved from the Withdrawal Agreement to the Political Declaration. This means they are no longer binding, 
raising fears that Johnson plans a race to the bottom on standards. The 535-page consolidated working 

document*, based on the Commission¶s deal with the UK government, includes a revised protocol on 
Ireland/Northern Ireland, & a revised political declaration on the future EU -UK relationship. The political 
declaration¶s provisions on the future relationship  have been changed because the Johnson government has 
decided it wants a Free Trade Agreement, rather than the ³much closer partnership´ envisaged under the 
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May deal.  There is a shared ambition to have zero tariffs & quotas between the EU & the UK, with 
safeguards to ensure fair competition. Under the provisions, Northern Ireland could benefit from UK trade 
deals with non-EU 3

rd
 countries, but will apply EU customs legislation, inc. the application of EU tariffs.   

 The Northern Ireland Assembly, suspended since Jan 2017, but set to meet on Oct 21, will be asked to 
provide its continued support for the Protocol four years after the end of the post-Brexit transition period, 
ending under the agreement on Dec 31, 2020, during which the future relationship is to be negotiated. If not 
approved by the Assembly, the Protocol ceases to apply after two years. If there is cross community consent 
to continue to apply the Protocol, it would then apply for a further eight years. Now that the Withdrawal treaty 
has Council approval, the agreement will be sent to the EP, which is expected to receive the text Oct 21 & 
discuss it at the plenary session in Strasbourg on (Oct 23 or 24). The provisions of the agreement will be 
overseen by a Joint Committee of the UK & EU which can decide, before July 1, 2020, t o extend the 
transition period for one or two years. Pending approval by Oct 31, debates on UK-EU future relations are 

expected to kick off on Nov 1. *https://ec.europa.eu/commission/brexit-negotiations/negotiating-

documents-article-50-negotiations-united-kingdom_en 

UK MPs to vote on deal Oct 19: UK MPs will vote on the Johnson deal tomorrow (Oct 19), which coincides 
with the µBenn Act¶ deadline for the Prime Minister to ask for an extension if he can¶t get agreement from 
Parliament. A narrow margin either way appears likely. The rare µsuper Saturday¶ sitting is the last chance 
Johnson has to get agreement before he would be forced to write a specified extension letter to EU leaders. 
MPs will hold a meaningful vote on the deal, while the government has also proposed a motion, in case the 
deal is rejected, calling for members of the legislature to approve a no deal for the same day. On the main 
motion on the deal, MPs have proposed amendments calling for revocation of Article 50 instead (from Angus 
MacNeil of the Scottish National Party), for an extension to hold an election (Ian Blackford, Leader of the 
SNP in the Commons) & to withhold agreement unless & until implementing legislation has been passed 
(Oliver Letwin, an independent former Conservative). Further amendments may be proposed for the debate 
which starts at 9.30am in the morning.  
 Under the terms of the Benn Act, if Parliament doesn¶t approve the meaningful vote, the Prime Minister 
must send a letter to the Council President Donald Tusk & ask for an extension to Article 50 until Jan 31, 
2020. Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker has appeared to have ruled out granting the UK ³any kind 
of prolongation´ beyond Oct 31, although this is most likely a tactic to help Johnson ahead of tomorrow¶s 
vote. An extraordinary European Council has been floated for later this month if an extension appears to be 
required. If the EU were to come back with an offer of a longer or shorter extension, which is not something 
other EU leaders have discussed, the former Mayor of London would have two days to agree to it , or 
persuade MPs to reject it. Johnson does not have a majority. His party depended on the ten MPs of the 
Northern Irish Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) to govern, until the New York born politican threw out many 
of his own Conservative party. He currently has just 288 of the 650 MPs in the House of Commons. Given 
that he has lost the support of the DUP, getting the deal through means persuading Tory Brexiteers in his 
own Conservative party to vote for it, getting some of the Tory rebels he¶s sacked to support him & having 
enough MPs in the opposition parties rebel against their own leadership to make up the numbers. Around 
ten Labour MPs may vote Johnson¶s way & with wavering rebels on both sides of the argument, the vote 
looks close.  

DUP opposes Brexit deal: Northern Ireland¶s Democratic Unionist Party (DUP), the Conservatives¶ 
Parliamentary allies, have publicly stated they will not support the agreement between UK Premier Boris 
Johnson & the EU-27 when it comes up for vote in the London Parliament tomorrow (Oct 19). The right-wing 

party, which represents voters who support keeping Northern Ireland in the UK, issued a statement * 
following the announcement of the deal yesterday afternoon saying that it ³had been consistent´ that it would 
³only ever consider supporting arrangements that are in Northern Ireland¶s long -term economic & 
constitutional interests & protect the integrity of the Union.´ It is the DUP¶s view the proposals are not 
beneficial for Northern Ireland & ³they undermine the in tegrity of the Union.´ 
 Pointing out that the region¶s main route of east west trade would be subject to the EU Customs Union, 
even with Northern Ireland officially part of the UK customs territory, they complain that ³all goods would be 
subject to a customs check regime regardless of their final destination.´ Goods going from one part of the 
UK to another would be subject to EU rules, for example on sanitary & phytosanitary conditions. The EU has 
a veto on which goods would be exempt from customs under the Joint Committee arrangements, something 
they describe as ³not acceptable within the internal borders of the UK.´ The checks would potentially mean 
higher costs & reduced choice for customers in Northern Ireland. The region ³should not be subjected to 
administrative burdens which will be entrenched for the future.´ On VAT, NI ³will be bound into arrangements 
that the rest of the UK will not,´ they say, complaining of a ³real danger that over time Northern Ireland will 
start to diverge across VAT & Customs,´  something that would not have ³broad support from the democratic 
representatives of the people of Northern Ireland.´ The political party recognises that ³some progress has 
been made in recognising the issue of consent,´ giving both parts of the community a voice in whether the 
arrangements are extended, but complains that ³the elected representatives of Northern Ireland will have no 
say on whether Northern Ireland should enter these arrangements.´ The UK government had ³departed from 
the principle that these arrangements must be subject to the consent of both unionists & nationalists in 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/brexit-negotiations/negotiating-documents-article-50-negotiations-united-kingdom_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/brexit-negotiations/negotiating-documents-article-50-negotiations-united-kingdom_en
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Northern Ireland.´ Although the arrangements would be subject to a rolling review, ³the principles of the 
Belfast Agreement on consent have been abandoned in favour of major ity rule on this single issue alone.´ 
³Saturday¶s vote in Parliament on the proposals will only be the start of a long process to get any Withdrawal 
Agreement Bill through the House of Commons,´ the political party, led by Arlene Foster, warns.  
*See https://www.mydup.com/news/article/statement-from-the-democratic-unionist-party5 

Deal ³Zorse than Ma\¶s´ sa\s Corb\n: Leader of the UK¶s main opposition Labour Party, Jeremy Corbyn, 
has called for Johnson¶s Withdrawal Deal to be rejected & pressed again for a new referendum on the terms.  
³It seems the Prime Minister has negotiated an even worse deal than Theresa May¶s,´ the left -wing politician 
said in a statement from the party (Oct 17), noting that the previous withdrawal treaty had been 
³overwhelmingly rejected.´ The proposals risked ³triggering a race to the bottom on rights & protections: 
putting food safety at risk, cutting environmental standards & workers ¶ rights, & opening up our NHS 
[National Health Service] to a takeover by US private corporations.´ Johnson¶s deal ³won¶t bring the country 
together & should be rejected,´ he elaborated. ³The best way to get Brexit sorted is to give the people the 
final say in a public vote.´  
 Meanwhile, the UK¶s pro-EU centrist Liberal Democrat party has strongly opposed Johnson¶s Brexit deal, 
promising to push for a referendum & to continue to campaign for Britain to stay in the EU.  
Party leader Jo Swinson said that ³Johnson¶s deal would be bad for ou r economy, bad for our public 
services, & bad for our environment.´ She was ³more determined than ever to stop Brexit,´ & would ³use 
every possible opportunity to give the public a People¶s Vote on the Brexit deal that includes the option to 
remain in the EU.´ 
NFU concerned over future partnership: The National Farmers¶ Union (NFU) for England & Wales has 
welcomed the hope of avoiding a no deal Brexit offered by Johnson¶s deal at the EU Summit yesterday (Oct 
17), but has reminded the government of the need to avoid cutting standards & keep frictionless trade with 
the EU. President Minette Batters said that the deal might ³pave the way for an orderly Brexit. ´ However, ³if 
this deal is agreed by UK & EU Parliaments in the coming days,´ it would only determine how the UK leaves 
& not set the long-term relationship. It was ³vital´ that government makes sure ³that British farming 
standards are not undercut by an ambition to open up British markets to food which would be illegal to 
produce here.´ There must also be ³free & frictionless trade with the EU in the long -term.´ The union¶s first 
female President said the lobby ³had precious little reassurances on these issues so far.´ She wanted the 
government to ³be clear about its ambitions for British farming.´    
 The Ulster Farmers¶ Union is currently reviewing the Brexit proposal & ³discussing it internally through our 
policy structures.´ The priority is to ³fully understand what it means for agriculture, the food industry & above 
all the future prosperity of family farm businesses in Northern Ireland.´  They note ³there are more questions 
than answers,´ while more clarity is needed on inter alia the region¶s access to EU trade deals once the 
transition period ends. They would also like to see more ³certainty around the details of NI¶s unfettered 
access to the GB market.´ The ³key objective from day one has been to secure trade that is as free & 
frictionless as possible east/west and north/south ... a no deal, however, remains the worst possible 
outcome for Northern Ireland¶s family-run farm businesses & must be avoided.´  

Deal ³a backZard step´ sa\s food industry: The UK¶s Food & Drink Federation (FDF) has warned that 
that Johnson¶s new deal will increase costs for businesses & consumers and undermine the success of the 
sector in the UK. Chief Executive, Ian Wright, said that it was ³critical that the thre at of a disastrous no deal 
Brexit be lifted.´ But he also called on MPs to ³consider what this deal means in the longer term for food & 
drink, the UK¶s largest manufacturing sector, & the supply chain¶s four million employees.´ In the FDF¶s view, 
³this deal represents a backward step in terms of securing frictionless trade with the EU,´ he said, comparing 
it with the May agreement. It ³sets us on course for regulatory divergence from our largest overseas market 
on critical food safety, science & quality issues,´ he complained, bemoaning the fact that the sector was 
³already burdened by extensive, diverting & costly planning for a no -deal exit.´ 
EU agri-food chain welcome Brexit deal: EU agri-food chain representatives welcome the agreement 
reached by EU & UK negotiators this week, calling on the EP & UK parliaments to complete the ratification 
procedure before Oct 31. In a joint statement, Copa-Cogeca (farmers), CELAA (traders in agri-food 
commodities) & FoodDrinkEurope (food & drink manufacturers) said the deal ³paves the way for an orderly 
withdrawal, a principle that the EU agri-food chain has been repeatedly calling for, thereby providing 
predictability to operators.´ The three organisations endorse the ³revised Political Declaration, which 
confirms the ambition to conclude a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with zero tariffs & quantitative restrictions 
between the EU & the UK.´ They welcome the commitment to ³maintaining customs & regulatory 
convergence in future,´ while noting that ³we will not be able to replicate the advantages of the EU customs 
union & Single market through an FTA.´ On behalf of the European agri-food chain, the coalition ³will 
continue to promote a comprehensive & deep FTA between the EU & UK, following the UK¶s departure from 
the EU.´ In 2017, EU-27 agri-food exports to the UK aPRXQWed WR ¼41 bLOOLRQ, ZKLOe UK e[SRUWV WR WKe EU 
UeacKed ¼17bQ. This trade & businesses behind it employ 44 million people across the EU-28.  
 
 
 

https://www.mydup.com/news/article/statement-from-the-democratic-unionist-party5


No.81-19   18/10/2019  

                                                                                                                                
 

© AGRA-EUROPE Presse- und Informationsdienst 2019. Published by Agra-Europe (AgE), Bonn.  

 

4 

EU HEADS OF STATE & GOV. WANT MFF µNEG27IA7ING B2;¶ :I7H FIGURES BY DECEMBER 
EU leaders have requested the Finnish Presidency submit a negotiating box with Multi-annual Financial 
Framework (MFF) figures ahead of the next Summit in Dec (12-13). The negotiating box should focus on the 
overall level of funding, volumes of the main policy areas & financing (revenue). In a 3-page (limited) 
document circulated ahead of today¶s meeting in Brussels (Oct 18), Presidency officials consider the 
³appropriate overall level range would be 1.03%-1.08% (EU-27 GNI)´ resulting in ¼1.050-1.10 trillion range 
for the next programming period (2019-2024), compared to the ¼1.135 trillion proposed by the Commission 
(total commitments, excluding special instruments.) Member States have embraced the ³modernised 
approach´ tabled by the EU¶s exec, ³geared towards the political priorities & new challenges,´ authors note, 
while the importance of continued support for Cohesion & CAP ³have been highlighted by many.´ The 
Presidency suggests keeping the division between the main policy areas (approx. 1/3 to Cohesion, 1/3 to 
CAP & 1/3 to ³other programmes´), balancing the volumes of Cohesion & CAP and increasing funding for 
³other programmes´ compared to the current MFF, but less than proposed by the Commission. The 
approach ³would result in a reallocation of funding from Pillar I to Pillar II ´, with the adjustment leading to a 
³nominal freeze in Pillar I compared to the current MFF. ´ Some additional reallocations from other headings 
would be made to Pillar II, which would result in a level slightly under a nominal freeze in the 2

nd
 Pillar. 

 Based on Presidency¶s consultations, the gradual alignment of direct support levels between Member 
States ³would need to continue,´ while a detailed solution ³needs to be developed.´ Expenditure needs to be 
³in line with EU policies & values,´ where both conditionalities & positive incentives are needed on the Rule 
of Law mechanism as well as climate & migration policies. Elsewhere, in a set of conclusions adopted this 
afternoon, heads of state & government ³remain determined to ensure that the EU will continue to lead the 
way to a socially fair & just green transition.´ The European Council will finalise its guidance on the EU¶s 
long-term strategy on climate chance at the end-of-year meeting, while EU enlargement & Turkey¶s military 
action in north-east Syria were also on today¶s agenda.   
 

IN BRIEF: US duties; Fruit & veg market observatory; CMO plea; World Food Day; New GI;  
Trade chief ³regrets´ Washington decision on duties: The EU¶s Trade Chief Cecilia Malmström regrets 
Washington¶s decision to move ahead with punitive duties on imports from the EU inc. agri-food products 
from today (Oct 18), following the decision by the WTO¶s arbitration panel in the 15-year Airbus/Boeing legal 
dispute on Oct 2 [see AF76-19]. The panel authorised the US administration to introduce annual retaliatory 
tariffs - 10% rate on large civil aircraft & 25% on agricultural & other products - up to a value of almost $7.5 
billion on a range of European imports inc. cashmere sweaters, luxury goods, aircraft parts wine, olives, 
dairy products & whisky (with distilleries reportedly air freighting bottles of the beverage across the Atlantic 
before the tariffs take effect).  
 In a statement issued today, the Trade chief said the announcement ³leaves us no alternative but to 
follow through in due course with our own tariffs in the Boeing case, where the US has be en found in breach 
of WTO rules,´ on products such as fro]en fish, fresh &  dried nuts (such as brazil nuts, cashew, almonds, 
hazelnuts, walnuts), chocolate, tomato ketchup, sparkling & white wines, rum & vodka and industrial goods 
such as tractors & heavy machinery. ³Imposing tariffs on each other serves nobody¶s long -term interest,´ as 
it ³will inflict very significant damage to the highly integrated supply chain of the aircraft sectors in the US & 
the EU and will result in collateral damage to many other sectors already suffering under the current trade 
tensions.´ As both sides have been found in breach of WTO rules, the EU & US ³have a joint responsibility to 
sit down [as the world¶s largest aircraft manufacturers] & negotiate a settlement that is balanced & compliant 
with the WTO.´ The Swedish liberal politician recalled the concrete proposals on ³clearly identified existing 
aircraft subsidies & on future support to our respective aircraft sectors,´ which, Malmström says, remain on 
the table. The EU¶s executive will ³monitor the impact of the announced US countermeasures on the  
European products concerned, notably in the agricultural sector,´ she said, while it was committed to 
³defending European companies, farmers & consumers.´  
*See https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_19_6132 

Fruit & veg market observatory kicks off: The Commission (DG AGRI) launched the new fruit & vegetable 
market observatory* today (Oct 18), which aims to provide greater transparency & improve market 
intelligence for the sector, which represents around 24% of the EU agricultural output value. The observatory 
will focus on pip fruit (apples & pears), citrus fruit, stone fruit (peaches & nectarines) and to matoes, with a 
subgroup covering each µrubrique.¶ The dashboard & balance sheets will be regularly updated with a wide 
range of market data such as prices, production & trade - complemented by market analysis in a timely 
manner, short-term outlook reports, medium-term prospects and regular board meetings composed of 
market experts to discuss the evolving market situation. The new platform follows the launch of 
observatories for crops, sugar, meat & milk, with the wine market observatory set to be launched on Nov 4. 
The Commission designed these hubs to ³help the European agriculture sector to cope more effectively with 
market volatility & ensure more transparency,´ DG AGRI officials outline.   
 Speaking at Monday¶s Farm Council in Luxembourg, Commissioner Phil Hogan said the ³current E U 
season has started with better prospects, after the difficult market situation for citrus fruit, apples & pears in 
the last season.´ He underlined that the low harvest for those products has resulted in a significant price 
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recovery in the start of the season in the main producer Member States. Elsewhere, the international trade 
show for the fruit & vegetable industry - Fruit Attraction** - takes place in Madrid from Oct 22-24.   
*https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/farming/facts-and-
figures/markets/overviews/market-observatories/fruit-and-vegetables_en;  
**www.ifema.es/en/fruit-attraction 

Call to strengthen CMO, GIs in fruit, vegetables:  Industry & a number of MEPs called for the Common 
Market Organisation (CMO) of the fruit & vegetable sector, as well as the system of Geographical Indications 
to be enforced at a conference in Brussels yesterday (Oct 17). The conference entitled µGRYeUQaQce, 
CRPPRQ MaUNeW OUJaQLVaWLRQ & GeRJUaSKLcaO IQdLcaWLRQV LQ WKe IXWXUe CAP SRVW 2020,¶  organised by the 
Assembly of European Horticultural Regions (AREFLH), Association of European Regions for Products of 
Origin (AREPO) & Coalition of European AgriRegions drew more than 100 delegates inc. EU & regional 
policy-makers, representatives of professional organisat ions & civil society. At the meeting, they discussed 
progress on CAP reform & proposed amendments to the fruit & vegetables CMO as well as planned changes 
to quality schemes. The conference also looked at the role of regions in managing the future CAP.  
 In the opening session, moderator Olivier Allain, Vice-President of the Brittany Region in charge of  
agriculture & coordinator of AgriRegions, said regions had played a ³key role in promoting & achieving the 
agro-ecological transition, the competitiveness & the attractiveness of farms & rural areas´. Italian MEP 
Herbert Dorfmann (EPP) said it was impossible to address the challenges faced by European agriculture 
without ³reinforcing the role of the regional authorities in the management of the 2

nd
 Pillar.´ When asked 

about the CAP¶s environmental ambition, SCA spokesperson Kari Valonen (Finnish Presidency) insisted that 
the European Green Deal ³cannot happen without the CAP & a strong 2

nd
 Pillar with tailored measures 

tackling local environment & climate challenges.´ Spanish Socialist MEP Clara Aguilera told the second 
session that the CMO in fruit & veg had proved to be ³a successful & cost-effective tool that needs to be 
further consolidated through a better concentration of the supply, a crucial step if we wish to s trengthen the 
position of farmers in the food supply chain.´ Simona Caselli, Regional Minister for Agriculture of the Emilia -
Romagna region & President of AREFLH said that the fruit & vegetable CMO had proved itself as ³an 
incredibly successful tool that needs to be preserved & bolstered in the future CAP.´ Renew Europe¶s 
Jérémy Decerle (FR) who is co-shadow rapporteur on the draft CMO Regulation [see AF72-19], said that the 
newly-elected EP would strengthen the work initiated by past legislation concerning  GIs. 

Call for healthy diets for all on World Food Day: Delegates called for action to tackle hunger & cut food 
waste at a ceremony to mark World Food Day under the theme µOXU acWLRQV aUe RXU IXWXUe - Healthy diets for 
a #ZeURHXQJeU ZRUOd¶ earlier this week (Oct 16). Speaking at the gathering in Rome, Italy's Prime Minister 
Giuseppe Conte said that ³collective action is the high road to tackling a global challenge such as hunger in 
the world.³ Italy supported a ³vision of integrated agriculture that supports the planet & cultural i dentity.´ In a 
video message to the meeting, UN Secretary-General António Guterres announced a UN Food Systems 
Summit to be held in 2021 as part of the Decade of Action to deliver the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), with Conte proposing that Italy host the event. The former Portuguese Socialist Prime Minister 
Guterres (1995-2002) said rising hunger was ³unacceptable´ in a world that wastes more than 1 bil lion 
tonnes of food every year. Pope Francis sent a message stressing that the ³battle against hunger & 
malnutrition will not end as long as the logic of the market prevails & profit is sought at any cost.´  
 FAO Director-General Qu Dongyu warned that ³hunger & malnutrition will be major barriers to achieving 
the SDGs by 2030 if we do not act now.´ ³We need to walk hand-in-hand & build healthy & sustainable food 
systems,´ the FAO chief went on, announcing that the organisation¶s theme for 2020 -2021, would be 
promoting healthy diets & preventing all forms of malnutrition. The President of the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD) Gilbert F. Houngbo said that ending hunger would ³depend on transforming 
global food systems so that they are inclusive of women, youth & indigenous peoples, so they are 
sustainable - environmentally, socially, & economically.´ David Beasley, Executive Director of the World 
Food Programme (WFP) called people around the world to join WFP¶s campaign to #StopTheWaste, 
explaining that ³the amount of food wasted globally is enough to feed another 2 billion people,´ which was 
³totally unacceptable.´  
 In a statement issued on the occasion of World Food Day, outgoing Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis 
said he has made the ³promotion of healthy lifestyles & the reduction of food waste´ central to his 5 -year 
tenure, expressing his confidence that the ³good work we have done will be built upon.´ Food waste must be 
tackled, the outgoing EU Health chief stated, where Europeans waste 88 million tonnes of food each year ± 
amounting to over ¼140 billion. The ³numbers are more than alarming & terribly shameful,´ the earnest 
politician outlined, while over 800 million people suffer from hunger worldwide, over 670m adults & 120m 
children (aged 5-19) are obese. Andriukaitis said ³healthy diets from sustainable food systems for a healthy 
planet should be our goal & our consumption patterns need to adapt.´ This ³will need to be part of the Farm 
to Fork Strategy & tie in the new Green Deal,´ he stated, as ³what we eat & what we waste, will, t o a large 
extent, define the future of our kind & our planet.´    
Romanian cheese GI registered: The Commission announced the approval of the Romanian cheese 

µTeOePea De SLbLX¶ for inclusion in the register of Protected Geographical Indications (PGI) * today (Oct 16). 
Telemea de Sibiu is a cheese made from sheep¶s m ilk which has been made for centuries by shepherds 
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called µbaci¶. It¶s a semi-hard cheese made from freshly milked unpasteurised milk which must be matured 
for at least 21 days. It is offered for sale fresh & mature. The cheese is produced in the Sibiu county in 
Transylvania, in the centre of Romania. The specification calls for the whole process, including the raising of 
the sheep, to take place within that area. The product¶s  special flavour comes from the diet of the ewes, 
which spend most of the year out on pasture, eating herbs & aromatic plants, giving the cheese a pleasant, 
subtly tangy, salty taste. A number of festivals are held in the region each year celebrating Telemea de Sibiu, 
which is a flagship product of the region. 
*Go to https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/quality/door/list.html & search for RO/PGI/0005/02473;  
 

TIMETABLE: Week ahead (in Brussels unless otherwise stated), all Councils in Luxembourg; 
Oct 21 Special Committee on Agriculture (SCA) inc. CAP Strategic Plans (exchange of views on 

financial flexibility & sectoral types of interventions) & Commission reports on the adoption of 
delegated acts; EP plenary session in Strasbourg inc. end-of-term assessment of the Juncker 
Commission, debate on results of the EU Summit, climate & ecological emergency, how EU 
money was spent in 2018 (ECA report), adoption of position on EU Budget 2020, EU funding for 
UK beneficiaries until end 2020 in no deal Brexit & measures to protect bees from pesticides; 
Commission chief Jean-Claude Juncker receives Renew Europe MEP Monica Semedo (LU) & 
Joseph Daul, President of the European People's Party (EPP) & Manfred Weber, Chairman of 
the EPP Group in the EP; Foreign Affairs chief Federica Mogherini in Tokyo (until 22/10) meets 
Japanese Ministers Toshimitsu Motegi (Foreign Affairs), Tarǀ Kǀno (Defence) & Fumio Kishida, 
Member of the National Diet of Japan & former Japanese Foreign Minister; Economic & 
Financial Affairs Commissioner Pierre Moscovici in Paris, meets with Henri Nallet, President of 
the Haut-Conseil de la coopération agricole & President of the Foundation Jean Jaurès;  

Oct 22 College meeting inc. Communication on the verification of the full application of the Schengen 
acquis by Croatia; Juncker addresses the EP plenary session on the conclusions of the 
European Council & on the review & achievements of 2014-2019 mandate, receives Ursula von 
der Leyen, Commission President-elect; Mogherini in Tokyo, attends the inauguration ceremony 
of Emperor Naruhito of Japan;  

Oct 23 Mogherini in Tokyo, attends a dinner hosted by Prime Minister Shin]ǀ Abe & hosts a roundtable 
with Japanese academia & civil society representatives; Health Commissioner Vytenis 
Andriukaitis in Dublin, participates in the µAQLPaO HeaOWK IUeOaQd ± 10

th
 AQQLYeUVaU\ CRQIeUeQce¶;  

Oct 24 Employment, Social Policy, Health & Consumer Affairs Council (Employment & Social Policy);  
Juncker delivers keynote speech at the European Policy Centre (EPC);  Mogherini in Beijing, 
meets Wang Yi, State Councilor & China ¶s Minister for Foreign Affairs, General Wei Fenghe, 
State Councillor & Minister for National Defence & representatives of Chinese civil society; Vice-
President Jyrki Katainen visits the Executive Agency for SMEs (EASME) in Brussels; 
Competition Commissioner Margrethe Vestager delivers keynote speech at a Conference on  
Sustainability & Competition Policy at the Committee of the Regions;    

Oct 25 Mogherini in New York, participates in the annual board meeting of the International Crisis Group 
& meets with UN Secretary-General António Guterres; Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan in 
Kilkenny (IE), attends the official launch of Entegro¶s new centre of excellence 

https://entegro.ie/; Vestager in Athens, participates in the ALDE party congress;  
 

Management & Regulatory Committees  

Oct 21  Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food & Feed (PAFF) ± Phyto-pharmaceuticals    
    legislation (&22), Phytopharmaceuticals ± Pesticides Residues (subsection of the      
    Phytopharmaceuticals ± Legislation meeting) inc. neonicotinoides;   

Oct 22  PAFF on Novel Food & Toxicological Safety;  Agricultural Funds Committee;  

Oct 24  Committee for the Common Organisation of Agricultural Markets: Wine; PAFF on Animal Health 
    & Welfare and Control & Import Conditions (joint meetings) (&25); Standing Committee on Plant 
    Health;  

Oct 25  Committee for the Common Organisation of Agricultural Markets: Promotion;  
 
 

 

 
ENDS  

https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/quality/door/list.html
https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/plant/docs/sc_phyto_20191022_ppr_agenda.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/plant/docs/sc_phyto_20191022_ppr_agenda.pdf
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 UK PREMIER BORIS JOHNSON STRUGGLES IN LONDON TO GET BREXIT DEAL AGREED 

 COUNCIL DEBRIEF: Call for ³coordinaWed´ foresWr\ sWraWeg\; KnoZledge Wransfer; WolYes;  

 SANTE NEWS: Split vote on GM maize; EFSA call on research platform; Kyriakides¶ Cabinet; 

 TRADE UPDATES: EU agri-food exports perform well in FTAs; US, China agree µlimiWed¶ deal 
 IN BRIEF: CAP files to plenary; Organic lobbyists on dialogue groups; UK Envi bill; Biofuels;   

 

UK PREMIER BORIS JOHNSON STRUGGLES IN LONDON TO GET BREXIT DEAL AGREED 
EU politicians appear to believe that a new deal with Prime Minister Boris Johnson has been done, but the 
UK Premier was floundering this evening as he attempted to get Northern Ireland¶s DUP politicians & the 
most extreme anti-EU element of his own Conservative party to accept the result. During a visit to Airbus HQ 
in Toulouse with French President Emmanuel Macron, German Chancellor Angela Merkel said talks were in 
the “final sprint,´ while the Frenchman hoped “agreement will be found in the coming hours.´ Council 
President Donald Tusk told a Polish broadcaster that the foundations of a deal were ready, but there were 
“certain doubts on the British side.´ The EU¶s chief Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier made no statement as he 
arrived to brief EU Ambassadors in Brussels early evening. At the time of going to press, senior UK 
government figures said there would be ³no deal´ tonight.  
 There is speculation that Johnson could arrive in Brussels early in the morning in a final dash to reopen 
part of the negotiations ahead of the crucial EU Summit (Oct 17-18). However, the parties in London 
appeared deadlocked, amid speculation that Johnson was offering some sort of financial incentive to 
Northern Ireland¶s Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) to get its leaders to accept the idea of a customs barrier 
between Britain & the island of Ireland. The deal reportedly seeks to replace the controversial backstop over 
the border in Ireland with a separate arrangement for the North, something the DUP has objected to strongly 
in the past [see AF78-19]. Under the µBenn Act¶, Johnson must ask the EU to extend the Article 50 process if 
no accord is struck by Oct 19. However, MP Steve Baker, leader of the pro-Brexit European Research Group 
(ERG) of Conservative MPs insisted that the Prime Minister had promised at a meeting in Downing Street 
that the UK would be out on Nov 1. The right-winger pointed out that a text would have to be agreed by the 
European Council (Oct 17) & then by UK MPs at a special session of the London Parliament expected on 
Oct 19, an unusual Saturday sitting, set to take place against the background of a massive pro-EU 
demonstration in the centre of the capital.  
 

COUNCIL DEBRIEF: Call for ³coordinated´ forestry strategy; Knowledge transfer; Wolves;  
Ministers call for ³coordinated´ forestry strategy: Agriculture Ministers strongly backed the idea of a new 
EU Forestry Strategy at their meeting in Luxembourg on Monday (Oct  14), with many stressing the need to 
make sure it was coordinated with all other Community policies  (ES, DE, RO, FR, LV, LU, CY, BE, AT, SK, 
SE & PL) & the EU¶s aims on issues like climate change & the environment. A few still wanted major 
decisions to be left in Member States¶ hands, but there was no doubt they want the Commission to move 
forward with the new plan.  
 In a discussion based around a four-page background paper from the Presidency [*12491/19], Hungary¶s 
Zsolt Feldman said the forestry sector was central  to the development of the EU. There was “no doubt 
Europe needs a forestry strategy post-2020,´ he said, emphasising that it should not contradict the UN¶s 
Sustainable Development Goals. However, because forestry coverage varied throughout the EU, it shoul d be 
possible for forestry management to be different in each Member State. Danish Minister Mogens Jensen 
echoed his Hungarian colleague, saying that the sustainable management of forests was fundamental for 
meeting the UN¶s development goals. Slovenian Minister Aleksandra Pivec called for a new comprehensive 
forestry strategy, with sustainable management at its core. Spanish Minister Luis Planas wanted a strategy 
that “should allow us to be consistent in all of our European policies that deal with forests. ´ He also raised 
the issue of forest fires & the need to mitigate climate change. The strategy would have to be aligned with 
the European Green Deal, particularly on biodiversity, the Socialist politician added. Portugal¶s Luís 
Capoulas Santos emphasised the need to encourage re-afforestation, but felt that a strategy could work 
using the existing legal measures & wanted subsidiarity to be observed.  
            Germany¶s Julia Klöckner stressed the need for healthy forests & a more effective EU blueprint. It 
should have a “closer interface´ with other policy areas, the CDU politician stated. The Latvian delegation 
accepted the need for an EU-level strategy, which should improve synergies & coordination, while Romania 
wanted to see efficient coordination to deal with the growing challenges facing the sector. Secretary of State 
Daniel-Eugeniu Crun܊eanu also said there was a need to promote native species, which would be better 
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suited to local conditions. French Minister Didier Guillaume stressed that forests affect all EU citizens. A 
number of the difficulties facing the sector were cross-border in nature, giving the bark beetle & repeated 
droughts as examples. “We want a strengthened forestry strategy … we want a harmonised policy for the  
forestry strategy,´ he added. Luxembourg¶s Romain Schneider said there was a need to focus on the major 
challenges, climate change & biodiversity, rather than having a strategy that attempted to be too broad.  
Cypriot Minister Costas Kadis was pleased with “efforts to have a deepened, sustainable forest strategy.´ It 
was important to have more cooperation & coordinate with other policy areas. The Lithuanian delegation 
agreed with the need for a strategy, calling for closer cooperation & exchanging good practice, as well as the 
importance of educating young people the role of forests. Belgium's Denis Ducarme emphasised the need 
for an “innovative & coordinated approach,´ which should be “linked in to other relevant EU strategies,´ while 
Italy¶s Secretary of State Giuseppe L¶Abbate said the real challenge was to “bring forests into a broader 
based approach to managing resources.´ Austrian Minister Maria Patek wanted the policy to be “coherent & 
consistent,´ & “anchored in the green deal,´ wh ile her Bulgarian counterpart Desislava Taneva was pushing 
a “stronger & more independent forest strategy,´ emphasising the need for research & development & 
stressing the protection of biodiversity. Slovakia said it was essential for the EU to have a strategy for 
forestry & called for a “holistic approach´ which would “prevent any further fragmentation of forestry policy.´ 
Sweden¶s Jennie Nilsson described a renewed forest policy as a good idea, stressing the need for 
coordination, while Estonia¶s Environment Minister Rene Kokk wanted action to raise awareness on forest 
issues. He would also like to have the principle of subsidiarity maintained. Ireland's Michael Creed said that 
forestry was becoming more and more of a key issue, with economic, environmental & socio-cultural 
impacts. The new strategy should “recognise the need to increase forest cover,´ the Macroom man said.  
 EU Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan stressed the importance of forests & the issues facing the sector. 
“Protecting forests effectively, & maximizing their potential to support our policy priorities, demands a 
coherent policy framework that seeks the right balance of actions,´ he said. The EU Farm chief explained 
that the Commission¶s own review of the 2013-2020 Forest Strategy had concluded that it was “a valid policy 
tool that allows the EU & Member States to address the many challenges & roles of forests.´ The new 
Commission¶s priorities & the European Green Deal offered “a timely & most relevant opportunity to reflect 
how a new strategic approach to forests & the forest-based sector can effectively maximize forests¶ 
contribution.´ The Commission¶s vision was a new EU Forest Strategy which could “secure consistency of 
EU policies´ as well as being “a tool to work jointly in maximizing the contribution of forests to the delivery of 
all the services they can provide to address the sustainability challenges of the future.´  
Slovenia reports on knowledge transfer ideas [*12886/19]: Slovenia¶s Agriculture Minister Aleksandra 
Pivec told her colleagues about a commitment from a wide range of European countries, including some 
outside the EU, to improve the availability of know-how in agriculture. During her intervention at the Council 
meeting in Luxembourg on Monday evening (Oct 14) [see AF79-19], she referred to a conference entitled  
µSWrengWhening Whe generaWion & WranVfer of knoZledge for Whe progreVV of agricXlWXre & rXral areaV¶ 
organised by the Slovenia¶s Farm Ministry in Ptuj, in the north east of the country (Aug 23). Ptuj is home to 
the Bistra Scientific Research Centre, which was managed by Dr. Pivec (PhD in Chemical Engineering) for 
nearly 8 years before her Ministerial appointment in Sept 2018. The meeting, in the margins of the 57

th
 

International Fair of Agriculture & Food AGRA, was attended by Ministers or officials from AT, BG, CZ, CY, 
FR, HU, LV, NL, PL & SI as well as Bosnia & Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Kosovo, Montenegro, Serbia & 
Turkey. There were also representatives of scientific & research institutions present. Delegates looked at 
examples of good practice from Slovenia in transferring knowledge & innovation & the Agricultural 
Knowledge & Innovation System (AKIS). The day produced a joint statement reaffirming their commitment to 
strengthen AKIS in Europe post 2021, noting the key role to be played by the reformed 2021-2027 CAP. 
Delegates undertook to increase investment on research & development as well as demonstration & 
cooperation, particularly for small & medium holdings. There was also a commitment to establishing an 
environment conducive to the faster development of innovation & better evaluation of existing knowledge, 
stressing the importance of cooperation between European countries, as well as research institutions, 
advisory services & farmers.  
French leads declaration on wolf management [*12888/19]: The French, with support from DK, EE, IT & 
LV, are looking for greater flexibility in the Guidance document on the strict protection of species of 
Community interest under the Habitats Directive to “ensure the best possible management of wolf 
populations.´ In an Any Other Business (AOB) point raised by French Minister Didier Guillaume on Monday,  
he said that sustainable wolf population control should be “based on best local practices´ & allow for the 
“entire flexibility provided by the Directive.´ In a 1½-page joint declaration circulated at the meeting, the five 
countries say that wolf populations are expanding in Europe “because of local improvements in habitat 
quality, increased populations of some prey species, public support & favourable international, European & 
national legislation.´ Based on research conducted by the EP (2018), it is estimated at 17 000. The rapid 
population growth “raises multiple questions of coexistence with natural & human activities, notably on 
pastoralism & other agricultural activities, & remains a huge challenge for Member States.´ The coalition 
expressed “deep concern´ about the draft revised Guidance document, tabled in Oct 2018 “which shows a 
stricter interpretation of the Habitat Directive.´ The changes “threaten the possibilities for Member States to 
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adequately manage wolf populations,´ while calling for “additional flexibility … so that they adapt their 
practices to local realities & fully address social, cultural & economic issues´ in any future proposal. In 
response, EU Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan urged all sides to “find a balance,´ in the hopes of ensuring a  
“sustainable co-existence.´ He reminded delegates of measures under Rural Development inc. technical 
assistance to defend against large carnivores. The services are currently analysing the recent ECJ court 
ruling. *For further information on the agenda points listed above enter the number provided under µPXbOic 
RegiVWeU¶ at the website goo.gl/ybwNtq; 
 

SANTE NEWS: Split vote on GM maize; EFSA call on research platform; K\riakides¶ Cabinet;  
Split vote on GM maize stack: Member States delivered the customary µno opinion¶ on the authorisation of 
the maize hybrid Bt11xMIR162xMIR604x1507x5307xGA21 for food & feed at the Appeal Committee on Oct 
11 [see table below]. The µno opinion¶ followed the Standing 
Committee on Plants, Animals, Food & Feed (PAFF) on Sept 
16, where countries such as BE, DE, EE, IT & PT joined the 
abstention camp. On the day of the vote last month, the 
Lithuanian delegation was absent. There were some slight 
changes in voting patterns at the Appeal Committee last 
Friday – in the end BE & EE supported the draft decision, 
while LT showed up on the day & rejected the proposal.   
EFSA launches call on research platform for food safety: 
The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) this week 
opened a call* to develop a research & innovation platform for food safety to make it easier to coo rdinate 
efforts on the subject (Oct 15). The Parma-based agency¶s Chief Scientist Marta Hugas said that “identifying 
food safety research priorities is something that is crucial for EFSA.´ The platform would include information 
on food safety research & improve coherence between national & EU funding, as well as facilitating new 
approaches to communication on the subject. The deadline for submissions is Jan 22, 2020.  
*See http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/funding/calls/supporting-food-safety-systems-future 

Kyriakides¶ Cabinet takes shape: Cypriot Giorgos Rossides, current Member of Cabinet for Greek 
Commissioner Dimitris Avramopoulos (Migration, Home Affairs & Citizenship)  since Oct 2015 looks set to get 
the nod as Health Commissioner-designate SWella K\riakideV¶ Chef de Cabinet. With a professional 
background in DG Justice & Consumers as Head of Sector in Communications (Sept 2014-Sept 2015) & 
Press & Communications Officer (Sept 2013-Sept 2014), he holds a MaVWer¶V Degree in International Affairs 
from Colombia University (2002-2004) & an MA Philosophy, Politics & Economics from the University of 
Oxford (1999-2002).  
 The highly-regarded Finnish lawyer Annukka Ojala, head of unit for Strategy & Coordination in DG 
SANTE, is tipped to become Deputy Chef de Cabinet.  In her current post, Ojala reports directly to DG 
SANTE chief Anne Bucher & iV deVcribed aV ³smart & e[Wremel\ capable´ b\ her colleagXeV. The Nordic 
woman previously worked with a US law firm. Roberto Reig Rodrigo, current executive assistant to Bucher, 
has also landed a Cabinet position. The Spanish man, who is said to be popular among colleagues, joined 
Whe CommiVVion¶V HealWh & Food SafeW\ DeparWmenW Zhen hiV felloZ coXnWr\man Xavier Prats Monné took 
over as DG SANTE boss (2015-2018). Meanwhile, Olympia Neocleous, Deputy Permanent Representative of 
Cyprus to the EU (COREPER 1) (since Sept 2016) is said to have secured one of the six Cabinet jobs. The 
London School of Economics & Political Science graduate (MSc in International Relations & History, 1997-
1998) served as Head of the EU Department in the Cypriot Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Neocleous was 
Deputy Chief of Mission at the Embassy of Cyprus in Washington from Nov 2010-June 2015. In the gender 
balanced Cabinet, a Swede will take over as Advisor on Communications, while another Cypriot will 
reportedly join Kyriakides from her previous role as lawmaker in Nicosia. The new College is now expected 
to take office no earlier than Dec 2 (Monday), as (yet to be confirmed) candidates from HU, RO & FR must 
still go through the process of EP Hearings, ahead of a plenary vote (more than likely at the Nov session in 
Strasbourg 25-28).  
 In other news, unconfirmed reports suggest a former French member of a previous Agri  Cabinet is set to 
make a return on JanXV] WojciechoZVki¶V Weam. FreVh from elecWionV Zhere hiV Law & Justice (PiS) party 
emerged victor over the weekend (Oct 13), the incoming Farm chief is reportedly considering candidates 
from FR, IT & DE (possibly a well-known Agri figure from the EP). More details to follow when names have 
been confirmed. But as the new College is now expected to take office on Dec 2, there is no rush in 
finalising the line-up.   

 

TRADE UPDATES: EU agri-food exports perform well in FTAs; US, China agree µlimited¶ deal;  
EU agri-food exports fare well out of FTAs: The EU¶s agri-food sector has performed strongly in exports 
to countries covered by Free Trade Agreements (FTAs), the Commission confirmed on Oct 14. A 40-page 
annual report on the µImplemenWaWion of Free Trade AgreemenWV¶* (2018) shows growth in EU exports to & 
imports from international partners of 2% & 4.6% respectively, with a strong performance for agri-food. The 

GM maize  
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Union¶s exports of agri-food products under preferential agreements grew by 2.2% or ¼1 billion in 2018, 
while agri-food imports declined by 0.6%. The deals “continue to contribute to developing a rules -based 
trading system & they improved market access for EU products & investments in partner countries,´ DG 
TRADE officials outline. EU Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmström said the report showed that “more of 
our global trade is covered by preferential deals than ever before.´ “Our food & drink exports in particul ar are 
flourishing thanks to lower tariffs & legal protection abroad for products such as Champagne & Feta ,´ she 
outlined. The bloc currently has the “largest trade network in the world,´ with 41 agreements covering 72 
countries. Speaking to reporters, the Swedish Commissioner said that “trade is often presented as a threat 
to European agriculture, but our figures say that is not correct,´ noting that the EU is the world¶s largest 
exporter of food & beverages. The Union was “finding new customers for our quality products a ll over the 
world,´ she added. The liberal politician also announced that she had, that day, instructed the DG TRADE 
services to launch a WTO dispute against Colombia over frozen fries. The South American country imposed 
anti-dumping duties on imports of the product from NL, DE & BE in Nov 2018, which are “completely 
unjustified´ in her view. “They are harming EU companies,´ she complained. Malmström also told the briefing 
that preliminary results of a yet to be published Eurobarometer study of attitudes to trade deals showed that 
six in ten Europeans say they benefit from international trade, an increase of 16 percentage points since 
2010. *More details at https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_19_6074;  
US China in preliminary trade deal: The US & China have agreed a preliminary trade deal that would see 
Washington hold off on a hike in tariffs on $250 billion of Chinese imports, from 25% to 30% (due to come 
into effect on Oct 15), following bilateral talks in Washington (Oct 10-11). US President Donald Trump & 
China¶s Vice Premier Liu He held a joint press conference at the White House (Oct 11), at which the 
American leader said that “we¶ve come to a very substantial phase one deal.´ Writing up the limited 
agreement would “probably [take] three weeks, four weeks, or five weeks,´ he elaborated, telling journalists 
that “as you know, we¶re going to be in Chile together for a big Summit,´ - taken as a reference to the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Ministerial in Santiago, Chile on Nov 13-14 - meetings run all week 
(Nov 11-17). “Maybe it¶ll be then, or maybe it¶ll be sometime around then,´ Trump went on. The 73-year-old 
Republican politician described the tentative bilateral accord as a “tremendous deal for farmers, involving 
the purchase of between $40-$50 billion worth of agricultural products´ [such as soybeans & pork] - more 
than double the levels before the trade war. “I¶d suggest the farmers have to go & immediately buy more 
land & get bigger tractors,´ the US leader, who is seeking re-election in Nov 2020, said. 
 

IN BRIEF: CAP files to plenary; Organic lobbyists on dialogue groups; UK Envi bill; Biofuels;   
Green light to advance CAP files to plenary: The Conference of Presidents (EP President & leaders of 
political groups) gave the green light earlier today to forward the three CAP reform files to plenary (poss. 
Jan/Feb 2020). When the CAP dossiers (from the previous mandate) are sent before the full House, one or 
more political groups or at least 38 MEPs may ask for a motion to refer the dossiers back to the Committee, 
allowing the newly-appointed MEPs to table amendments & adapt the text accordingly. Otherwise, MEPs  - 
particularly those on the ENVI Committee - would still have a chance to table amendments (previously not 
approved) at plenary level as per the normal legislative procedure. The EP¶s AGRI Committee agreed on 
Sept 4 to take forward the three reports on CAP reform agreed by the Committee pre-election. The 
consensus at the time was “to continue rather than start from scratch.´ AGRI MEPs agreed the reports on 
the Common Market Organisation (CMO) & the CAP Strategic Plans on Apr 1 [see AF26-19] & on Financing, 
Management & Monitoring (Horizontal Regulation) on Apr 8 [see AF28-19]. The move means that the 
Committee has avoided restarting the legislative procedure from the beginning, although Committee Chair 
Norbert Lins (EPP, DE) (& most coordinators) previously stressed that “we must ensure that new MEPs are 
given a chance to contribute to the draft laws.´ AGRI Coordinators are expected to clarify the next steps in 
early Nov (4-5). Agriculture Ministers will discuss the new green architecture when they meet in Brussels on 
Nov 18, where EU Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan is expected to attend, as the new College is unlikely to 
take office by then (more than likely Dec 2).   
Organic lobbyists to chair dialogue groups: Two leaders of the EU¶s organic sector have been elected to 
chair Civil Dialogue Groups, the bodies which help stakeholders & the Commission liaise over farm policy.  
Jan Plagge, President of the organic group IFOAM EU, was re-elected as Chair of the Civil Dialogue Group 
on the Common Agricultural Policy (Oct 15). Earlier today, IFOAM EU Vice-President Marian Blom was 
elected as Chair of the Civil Dialogue Group on Organic Farming. Plagge is President of Bioland an organic 
farming association in Germany & South Tirol, which represents some 8 100 organic farmers & around 1 000 
operators in processing & trade. He was elected as IFOAM EU Vice-President in 2016, becoming President 
of the movement in May 2018. Plagge converted his own horticulture operation to organic in 1992. 
Blom has been Regulation Officer & Project Manager in the Knowledge & Innovation department of the 
Dutch organic umbrella body Bionext, since 2011. The Dutchwoman has been a member of IFOAM EU¶s 
Council since 2007 & is a former Knowledge Officer at the Dutch Innovation Centre for Organic Agricul ture 
at Wageningen University. Commenting this week, Plagge said he was honoured to have the trust of other 
stakeholders to hold a constructive dialogue on a new CAP, “which delivers m ore performance for public 
goods.´ He is convinced that “organic farming can be an important bridge for transforming food & farming 
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systems,´ & contributing to the European Green Deal & the planned µfarm to fork¶ strategy. Blom, who holds 
MSc. in Organic Farming (Wageningen), thanked the organic stakeholders for their trust & expressed the 
desire to improve dialogue between them & the Commission, particularly as a new European Organic Action 
Plan is being developed. 
UK introduces Environment Bill: The UK government this week introduced an Environment Bill* (Oct 15), 
for England only, which promises a green transformation after Brexit. The 232-page bill would hold 
governments to account if it fails to meet environmental targets on meeting net zero emissions of 
greenhouse gases by 2050 as well as on biodiversity, air quality, water and resource & waste efficiency, with 
a requirement for Ministers to tell Parliament why & when any target has been missed.  
 Environment Secretary Theresa Villiers called the natural environment “a vital shared resource.´ The bill 
“leads a green transformation that will help our country to thrive,´ she continued. “It positions the UK as a 
world leader on improving air quality, environmental biodiversity, a more circular economy, & mana ging our 
precious water resources in a changing climate.´ The Minister also claimed that it “ensures that after Brexit, 
environmental ambition & accountability are placed more clearly than ever before at the heart of 
government, both now & in the future.´ NFU President Minette Batters said the bill appeared “broad & 
ambitious.´ The union would “examine the details in the coming days.´  
*See https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2019-20/environment.html 

US farmers let down on biofuels: The US National Farmers¶ Union (NFU) has expressed disappointment 
after the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) watered down action promised by the US Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) over the effect of small refinery exemptions on biofuel demand [see AF54-19]. In an 
announcement on Oct 15, the EPA put forward a plan which would only create  a much smaller than hoped 
for increase in demand, just 770 million gallons a year, instead of 1.35 billion . NFU Vice-President of Public 
Policy & Communications Rob Larew said that “again & again, the administration has made big promises to 
family farmers & and again & again, they have failed to deliver on those promises.´ “We shouldn¶t be 
surprised, then, when President Trump & the EPA swear to fully repair the harm inflicted by small refinery 
exemptions & then only offer half a solution´ he went on. “We are still gravely disappointed,´ he complained. 
“Family farmers have been burned too many times by broken prom ises & half-hearted support.´ 
*See https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2019/10/04/president-trump-delivers-key-promise-

american-farmers-epa-usda 
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 FARM COUNCIL: US PUNITIVE TARIFFS (AIRBUS DISPUTE) ECLIPSE CAP REFORM TALKS 

 DELEGATIONS SLAM US DUTIES ON EU AGRI-FOOD; CALL FOR MARKET SUPPORT TOOLS; 

 MARKET REPORT: EU¶S EXEC READIES PRIVATE STORAGE AID (PSA) FOR OLIVE OIL 

 CAP PROGRESS REPORT ³GOOD BASIS FOR DISCUSSION´ MORE WORK TO BE DONE 

 EU FARM MINISTERS SUPPORT COMMISSION CALL FOR ACTION ON DEFORESTATION 

 SANTE: Wild boar control & biosecurity in fight against ASF; V4+4 on ASF; 5-year legacy;    

 IN BRIEF: Ministers want farmers to tap into bio-economy; PRlaQd¶V PiS ZiQV elecWiRQ; 
 

FARM COUNCIL: US PUNITIVE TARIFFS (AIRBUS DISPUTE) ECLIPSE CAP REFORM TALKS  
EU Agriculture & Fisheries Ministers returned to the CAP reform package (in public deliberation) at toda\¶s 
Council in Luxembourg (Oct 14), while the impact of US punitive tariffs on European agri-food products, 
particularly on countries such as the UK, ES, DE, FR, IT & IE dominated discussions. Under the 
chairmanship of Finnish Agriculture Minister Jari Leppä, the jam-packed meeting kicked of just after 10am, 
with discussions on a regulation fixing fishing opportunities in the Baltic Sea for 2020 . Fisheries-related 
items will resume in the morning (from 10am). Just before 11am, Ministers held a lively debate on the 
Communication on µSWeSSLQg XS EU acWLRQ WR SURWecW & UeVWRUe Whe ZRUOd¶V fRUeVWV¶ (public session) 
[*11449/1/19 REV1], followed by an exchange of views on the EU Forestry Strategy post -2020 [*12491/19]. 
On behalf of the Visegrád Group (CZ, HU, PL & SK), BG, HR & SI, the Czech delegation presented a 
declaration on µForests, sustainable forest management & adaptation to climate change¶ [*12883/19]. After 
lunch (from 3.40pm), Ministers turned their attention to future farm policy (in public session) [*12693/19 & 
12693/19 COR1], with delegations voicing, what they see, as the main outstanding points in the draft 
regulations. During the debate, the vast majority of delegates (now 20) backed a joint statement on the CAP 
budget, led by France [*12894/19 & below]. In his last appearance as the EU¶s Farm Chief, Phil Hogan 
updated Council on the market situation (from around 5.15pm), with Italy providing information on damage 
caused by the Asian stink bug to its fruit & vegetable sector [*12882/19]. From 6.30pm, Leppä debriefed his 
Ministerial colleagues on a conference on the µEXURSeaQ BLR-ecRQRP\ SceQe 2019¶ held in Helsinki on July 
8-10 (public session) [*12539/19], while Slovenia provided feedback on the Ministerial conference 
µSWUeQgWheQLQg Whe GeQeUaWLRQ & TUaQVfeU Rf KQRZOedge fRU Whe PURgUeVV Rf  AgULcXOWXUe & RXUaO AUeaV¶ held in 
the city of Ptuj (Aug 23) [*12886/19]. Delegations from Italy, Spain & France led the charge on the main 
consequences of additional US duties on certain EU agri-food exports [*12884/19 & *12885/19 & *12976/19], 
with the majority of delegations calling for a ³negotiated settlement´ rather an escalation of trade tensions on 
both sides of the Atlantic. Outgoing Health Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis provided information on the 
state of play on African Swine Fever (ASF) from 8.15pm [*12570/19], while the Czechs presented a joint 
declaration from the Visegrád Group, plus BG, HR, RO, & SI on combatting the viral disease [*12881/19]. As 
he prepares to hand over the baton to his successor Stella Kyriakides (CY), Andriukaitis also took the 
opportunity to recap on his legacy over the past five years - state of play on major food safety issues 
[*12861/19]. Council proceedings were wrapped up at around 9.20pm.*For further information on the agenda 

points listed above enter the number provided under µPXbOic RegiVWeU¶ at the website goo.gl/ybwNtq; *Debates at 
https://video.consilium.europa.eu/en/webcast; Any agenda items not covered in this edition will follow on Oct 16;  

Coalition calls for stable farm budget: The CAP budget must be maintained at the current EU-27 level 
(in current prices) for the next programming period (2021-2027), according to a joint statement from a 
coalition of 17 delegations today [*12894/19]. In a move led by France, supported by AT, BG, CY, CZ, EE, 
HU, EL, IE, LV, LT, LU, PL, PT, RO, SK & ES*, the group of like-minded countries insist on a stable farm 
budget to ³meet the new challenges faced b\ European agriculture & forestr\´ & ³meet the e[pectations of 
EU citi]ens.´ The\ also refer to the ³urgent need to take action to meet the climate challenge.´  During his 
address in the chamber this afternoon, French Minister Didier Guillaume insisted that ³no compromise can 
be found without clarity on the budget,´ underlining the role of farm expenditure ³to face up to future 
challenges.´ Given the uncertaint\ on the long-term financial perspectives, the former Vice-President of the 
Senate (2011-2014) said ³none of the three draft regulations can be set down in stone.´  A robust budget is 
ke\ for an agriculture that is ³innovative, sustainable & paves the wa\ for the environmental transition.´  The 
call comes ahead of a crucial EU Summit on Oct 17-18, where EU leaders are expected to advance 
discussions on the Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF). Speaking to reporters this evening, 
Commissioner Phil Hogan said that delegations wanted to ³see the mone\ before the\ sign off on the 
polic\´, something the outgoing Farm chief can understand. *SI, HR & BE backed the declaration today;   
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DELEGATIONS SLAM US DUTIES ON EU AGRI-FOOD; CALL FOR MARKET SUPPORT TOOLS; 
Spain, Italy & France slammed the introduction of US punitive duties on a range of EU agri -food exports in 
the long-running dispute over aircraft subsidies & urged the Commission to take a strong stance on the issue 
at toda\¶s Council meeting in Lux (Oct 14). Washington got clearance from the WTO on Oct 2 to impose 
annual retaliatory tariffs up to a value of almost $7.5 billion on a range of European imports inc. wine, 
whiskey, olives, dairy products, cashmere sweaters, luxury goods & aircraft parts [see AF76-19]. The move 
was formally endorsed by the Dispute Settlement Board in Geneva this morning (Oct 14).   
 During this evening¶s debate (from around 7.30pm) on the An\ Other Business ( AOB) point, Spain¶s Luis 
Planas said Madrid wanted the Commission to maintain a firm position in the negotiations  [*12885/19]. He 
warned that trade tariffs were ³not good for an\one,´ as the\ are ³negative for Spain & negative for other 
Member States.´ The decision on a similar case over US aircraft manufacturer Boeing was due in eight t o 
ten months, he told Ministers. In terms of products affected by the decision, he mentioned bottled olive oil & 
table olives ³which for the second time have been subjected to tariffs b\ the US.´ ³This is not a problem that 
should fall on the shoulders of our sector,´ he said. The Italian delegation called for Private Storage Aid 
(PSA) for its high-quality cheese [*12884/19]. The countr\¶s Secretar\ of State Giuseppe L¶Abbate  said the 
announcement would have major repercussions for the Italian agri -food sector particularly for pigmeat 
products, beverages & producers of qualit\ cheeses, which ³have invested a lot in the American market.´ 
The impact will be felt in the processing industries & job creation, he added.  He urged the Commission to 
³intervene,´ & provide a ³firm response to protect Italian e[cellence,´ floating the activation of PSA for 
cheese & greater investment in promotion programmes for ³those sectors hard hit b\  the effect of the tariffs.´ 
Didier Guillaume (FR) echoed this sentiment, sa\ing it was ³indispensable to present a united & firm « clear 
& unambiguous response´ [*12976/19]. French wine exports are going to take a hit, with some producers 
expected to go out of business. Guillaume stressed the need to ³mobilise all the CAP instruments.´ The 
French wine sector was being particularly badly affected inc. consignments already in transit to the US. He 
suggested promotion programmes ³with easier to implement measures on 3

rd
 countries´ & e[ceptional 

measures under the Common Market Organisation. Delegations from CZ, UK, NL, EL, PT, HU, LT & DE also 
took to the floor, with most pushing for a ³negotiated settlement´ & ³finding a solution´ to ³de -escalate trade 
tensions on the market.´ The UK, home to production of parts for Airbus, although likel\ for not much longer, 
supported ³taking a united approach,´ while German\¶s outgoing State Secretar\ Hermann Onko Aeikens 
regretted that agriculture ³was being dragged into a  15-year-old dispute involvement large aircraft.´  
 In response, Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan said the EU¶s e[ecutive remains ³convinced that both US & 
EU trade interests are best served by a negotiated solution to the long -standing Boeing/Airbus dispute which 
is at the origin of these tariffs.´ The incoming Trade chief recalled the ³serious & credible opening in Jul\ for 
a negotiated settlement,´ while he regrets the US ³did not sei]e the opportuni t\ to take up our invitation.´ 
Both sides should be focused on ³de-escalating tensions rather than adding further uncertainty to an already 
delicate world trade & economic situation.´ Imposing tariffs (at 25% on agricultural products) is not a positive 
move, as it is ³onl\ a matter of time before we have the oppor tunity to impose tariffs on imports from the US 
in retaliation for the damage arising from their subsidies to Boeing,´ he added. The Irishman pointed out that 
³the four EU Member States where Airbus manufacturing is concentrated, UK, France, German\ & Spai n, 
together with Ital\ & Ireland account for almost 97% of the total food e[ports of ¼4.3 billion e[posed to the 
tariffs.´ SRPe cRPPeQWaWRUV VXggeVW Whe LQcOXVLRQ Rf VRPe Rf IUeOaQd¶V LcRQLc SURdXcWV VXch aV KeUU\gROd 
bXWWeU & BaLOe\¶V IULVh CUeaP LLTXeXU LV a ³VhRW RYeU Whe bRZV´ b\ US PUeVLdeQW DRQaOd TUXPS WR Whe 
incoming Trade chief. The products targeted were ³in most cases representative of the best of our food 
production s\stems´ inc. Parmigiano cheese, extra virgin Spanish olive oils, PDO & PGI wines, Irish butter & 
Scotch Whisky.´ The ³apparent targeting of high value cheeses, which are among the flagship products 
covered b\ GIs has caused understandable concern,´ he noted, assuring delegates that the protection of 
high-qualit\ products ³is & will remain an absolute priorit\.´ Referring to market management instruments 
such as private storage, Hogan pledged to ³assess & anal\se the situation carefull\ in the near future, when 
we will have more information on the impact on farmers.´ The Commission wil l ³review the opportunit\ to 
appl\ market measures if necessar\,´ he added, calling on national capitals to exploit promotion 
programmes (worth ¼200 million in 2020) particularl\ for 3 rd

 countr\ markets in Asia ³to mitigate the impact 
of the US punitive tariffs.´    
 A number of developments over the coming weeks will provide more clarity on the next steps, he stated, 
inc. any changes in the current provisional tariff list, the wider developments on the WTO front in relation to 
the US measures inc. likely timetable for tariffs in the Boeing case, more feedback from exporters on the 
impact, further information on the extent of front-loading of exports, in anticipation of the tariffs, which would 
offset their impact as well as more clarity on Brexit negotiations & the likely outcome. In conclusion, Hogan 
pledged to ³travel to the US at the earliest opportunit\ to engage with the US administration « with a 
positive & constructive approach.´  

AGGLWLRQaO US WaULIIV ³QRW WKH VROXWLRQ,´ MaOPVWU|P: The EU stands read\ to ³negotiate a settlement for 
both the Airbus & the Boeing case addressing remaining compliance obligations on bot h sides, putting these 
cases behind us « as imposing additional duties in the two aircraft cases is not the solution,´ EU Trade 
Commissioner Cecilia Malmström outlined in a letter to US Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer on Friday 
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(Oct 11). The single-page correspondence, with incoming Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan in copy, is an 
attempt to encourage Washington to enter into talks with Brussels in order to solve the aircraft dispute. The 
Swedish Commissioner e[presses her regret that the US ³appears to have taken the decision to impose its 
countermeasures on EU e[ports following the WTO arbitration panel decision in the Airbus case.´ ³This will 
make finding a negotiated settlement more difficult, & it will push the EU into putting countermeasures in 
place when the time comes on the parallel Boeing case (2020),´ she outlines. Both sides ³have been found 
at fault by the WTO dispute settlement system for continuing to provide certain unlawful subsidies to Airbus 
& Boeing, respectivel\.´ Malmstr|m recalls concrete proposals shared in Jul\ ³for a new regime on aircraft 
subsidies´, which ³remain unanswered & unaddressed b\ the US side.´ In conclusion, she urges her US 
counterpart to ³engage in negotiations to frame future subsid\ disciplines for the aircraft sec tor, not least to 
address the challenge of an entry into the market of new heavil\ subsidised competitors.´ 
 

MARKET REPORT: EU¶S EXEC READIES PRIVATE STORAGE AID (PSA) FOR OLIVE OIL  
The EU¶s e[ecutive is read\ing a proposal to trigger Private Storage Aid (PSA) for olive oil, Farm 
Commissioner Phil Hogan confirmed this afternoon, as it is the ³best instrument to provide meaningful 
support to the sector.´ During an update on the agricultural market situation (from around 5.45pm), the 
incoming Trade chief said the situation in ³both the olive oil & table olive sectors tops the Commission¶s list 
of current concerns.´ He described the market as ³ver\ difficult « largel\ due to e[ceptionall\ high harvest 
triggering weak prices, especiall\ in Spain the main producer.´ EU production in the next marketing year is 
e[pected to reach 2.1 million tonnes (close to average level), he outlined, noting this is ³insufficient to 
reduce the high levels of stocks accumulated in recent \ears.´ He referred to the recent decision of the US 
administration to impose tariffs on Spanish e[ports of bottled olive oil & green olives, but it is ³worth 
acknowledging the difficulties in this sector independentl\ of the application of an\ US tariffs.´ Beef is 
³another sector under pressure,´ he underlined, ³performing below 2018 levels.´ The Commission ³is well 
aware of the risk that Bre[it & other international considerations present,´ he stated, seeking to reassure 
delegations that his services are ³read\ to respond, using the instruments available  under the CAP 
measures to address an\ destabilisation of the markets.´ ³Despite the reduction in demand in some of our 
important trade partners, our trade balance remains largel\ positive & e[ports remain d\namic,´ he noted. 
The outgoing Farm chief presented a positive picture on pigmeat, with increasing prices since the beginning 
of 2019, largely driven by good export demand in Jan-July especially from certain Asian countries (in 
particular China, which is fighting African Swine Fever). EU average pig pri ces are currently at their highest 
since Sept 2013 ¼184/100kg, 28% up on last \ear. Some of the ke\ producers are reducing their production 
(DE, PL & DK), while ES, NL & FR have reported hikes in output. Uncertainty surrounding Brexit & the threat 
posed by ASF both in the EU & 3

rd
 countries are key concerns for the sector.  

 Meanwhile, Hogan described the milk market as ³positivel\ balanced´, with deliveries increasing b\ onl\ 
0.2% so far this year (until July), while the current EU season for citrus fruit,  apples & pears ³has started with 
better prospects.´ He recalled the establishment of an EU market observator\ for fruits & vegetables to 
³improve market transparenc\ & step up efforts in market intelligence.´ On sugar, the latest EU average 
price (Aug 2019) is low at ¼320 per tonne. ³It is not reall\ possible to foresee an\ immediate changes due to 
the difficult contractual negotiation d\namics among sugar sellers & users.´ But EU spot prices ³continue to 
be substantiall\ higher than the EU average price´ as these are based on contracts that were signed months 
in advance. World prices are also low, while sugar stocks are high, not helped as India announces new 
subsidies for 6 million tonnes of exports of the sweetener, he indicates. The oversupply situation  since the 
end of the sugar quota regime has been rebalanced, while the EU ³sugar sector continues its transition to a 
market-orientated environment, where stakeholders adjust their business decisions to market signals.´  

Italy raises damage caused by Brown Stink Bug: The Brown Stink Bug ³accidentall\ introduced into the 
EU through the multiple routes of international trade´, is wreaking havoc with Ital\¶s fruit & vegetables sector, 
according to the Italian delegation at toda\¶ Farm Council in Lu[  [*12882/19]. Widespread throughout the 
country, but particularly in the North, the bug has caused serious damage to apples, pears, kiwis, peaches, 
cherries, apricots, but also maize, soya & sunflower.  The bug is resistant to insecticides & proliferates 
quickly, with the authorities considering bringing in the µSamurai Wasp¶ - native to East Asia but now found in 
Europe & North America - chiefly known as parasitizing the Halyomorpha halys. The brown marmorated bug 
damages the fruit, making them unusable for both consumption & processing, while farmers have been 
putting in place ³e[pensive measures´ e.g. installation of anti-insect nets, traps etc. in order to avoid 
infestations. During his intervention toda\, Secretar\ of State Giuseppe L¶Abbate reported economic loss es 
of around ¼500 million ³in lost revenue for Italian farmers,´ which is having a knock -on effect on the wider 
rural economy, labour force & processing industries.  He urged the Commission to trigger the options 
provided by Article 221 of Regulation 1308/2013 ³in order to safeguard the ke\ role that the fruit & vegetable 
Producer Organisations can pla\ in this conte[t.´  
 

CAP PROGRESS REPORT ³GOOD BASIS FOR DISCUSSION´ MORE WORK TO BE DONE  
Delegations agree that the Presidency progress report on the CAP re form is a good basis for discussion 
[*12693/19], but that more works need to be done on inter alia the green architecture (flexibility of 
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payments), new delivery model (indicators, assessment & reporting), eco-schemes, definition of a µgenuine 
farmer¶, move towards green transition & sectoral interventions. During the 2-hour debate that kicked off 
after lunch (from around 3.40pm), some 20 delegations voiced the need for a robust farm budget in the next 
programming period (2021-2027) [see above]. Portugal¶s Luís Capoulas Santos rejects any budgetary cuts 
to POSEI, wine programmes, rural development programmes & would like to see a ³particular emphasis on 
small-holders.´ Poland¶s R\s]ard Zarud]ki (Under Secretar\ of State) insisted that ³if we want to be more 
ambitious in terms of the environment, we need to have mone\ to deliver on more ambitions.´ Hungar\¶s 
Zsolt Feldman said the budget must be maintained at EU-27 level, going as far as suggesting the transfer of 
funds within the MFF ³to trad itional policies such as the CAP, if EU leaders do not increase the ceilings.´ 
Spanish Minister Luis Planas called for a ³specific debate on the CMO Regulation´  given ongoing trade 
conflicts & price volatility on the market ± a sentiment shared by the Belgian & Dutch delegations (POs & 
IBOs). Others such as DK, NL & DE used the debate to voice their opposition to voluntary coupled support, 
while DK, HR, BE & SI voiced reservations on the move towards greater external convergence. A number of 
speakers such as Ireland¶s Michael Creed & his Danish colleague Mogens Jensen called on the Commission 
to table the transitional arrangements to grant legal certainty to farmers, as did ES, IT, SK, BG, & LT, with 
the latter underlining that ³no CAP document , such as the CMO regulation, should be considered closed.´ 

Speaking to reporters this evening, Finland¶s Agriculture Minister Jari Leppl said the Presidenc\ aimed to 
³get as far as possible in Council,´ when it came to the updated texts on all three regulations. A number of 
key issues require further work, he conceded, citing in particular the green architecture, eco-schemes & 
flexibility requirements. Without going into any detail, he also referred to the  ³new transition period.´ In what 
is likely to be his last appearance as Farm Commissioner ± unless the appointment of the College is delayed 
until Dec 1 ± Hogan said it was ³now a matter for m\ successor (Janusz Wojciechowski) to drive things 
forward in completing the work.´ In his parting words, he reiterated the need to ³simplif\ the  policy in terms 
of the farmer´ as the farmer is at the centre in relation to the provision of public goods.  
 

EU FARM MINISTERS SUPPORT COMMISSION CALL FOR ACTION ON DEFORESTATION 
Delegations backed Commission plans on how to address the fight against deforestation at toda\¶s Farm 
Council in Luxembourg (Oct 14). During a debate on the µCRPPLVVLRQ CRPPXQLcaWLRQ RQ VWeSSLQg XS EU 
acWLRQ WR SURWecW & UeVWRUe Whe ZRUOd¶V fRUeVWV¶ published on July 23 [*11449/19], Agriculture Ministers 
accepted that current EU policies had not been sufficient to combat deforestation at a global level. Finland¶s 
Minister Jari Leppä opened the discussion by describing the world¶s forests as ³under serious threat,´ 
welcoming the ³long-awaited initiative´ by the Commission. He invited Ministers to give feedback with the 
intention of adopting Council Conclusions before the end of the Presidency. Outgoing Environment 
Commissioner Karmenu Vella described forests as ³indispensable,´ while forests had to be protected to 
allow the EU to achieve its climate change obligations. Agriculture was responsible for around 80% of global 
deforestation, while emissions from land use were responsible for nearly 12% of all greenhouse gases.  The 
Maltese politician also pointed out that the EU consumes a third of globally traded agricultural products 
associated with deforestation.  ³We are therefore part of the problem,´ he said.  He wanted the EU to be part 
of the solution, playing its part in fighting deforestation. The EU¶s e[ecutive plans involve encouraging 
consumption of products from deforestation-free supply chains, deforestation proofing international aid, 
international cooperation, redirecting finance to support more sustainable land use & supporting access to 
information on forests.  The objective was to halt global forest loss by 2030. 
 Ministers broadly welcomed the Commission document. Spanish Minister Luis Planas wanted to create a 
dialogue platform for all the stakeholders & stressed the need to reduce the impact of deforestation on the 
supply chain. There should be broader certification systems, while trade agreements should recognise the 
need to halt deforestation. Julia Klöckner from Germany was another Minister who called for a certification 
process, citing that for cocoa as an example of  what could be achieved. The EU needed to work on re-
afforestation on its own territor\ for the sake of credibilit\ on the issue. It would be ³good for our image to 
show that we can replant.´ Italy stressed the ³clear responsibi lity for the farming sector.´ Secretar\ of State 
Giuseppe L¶Abbate bemoaned a lack of instruments, legislation & funding. ³Let¶s define an action plan in 
concrete terms,´ he said. Slovenia¶s Aleksandra Pivec supported all the priorities outlined in the 
Communication & underlined the need to involve the private sector. She would like to see sustainable forest 
management be part of international trade deals. The Romanian delegation described the threat to forests 
as ³one of the major challenges when it comes to sustainabilit\.´ Secretary of State Daniel-Eugeniu 
Crun܊eanu (RO) raised the issue of imports & stressed the need to ³work hand in hand´ with producing 
countries. C]ech Minister Miroslav Toman said it was ³not admissible for the EU market to allow access to 
agricultural products linked to deforestation,´ while Lu[embourg¶s Romain Schneider said that the forest fires  
in the Ama]on had shown ³how urgent this is.´ French Minister Didier Guillaume said the fight against 
deforestation needed to be led at a European level, while products had to be traceable. Portugal¶s Minister 
Luts Capoulas Santos stressed the need for the EU¶s actions to follow the demands of international 
agreements. Poland described deforestation as ³one of the biggest problems we¶re facing in the world 
today,´ whereb\ polic\ should be ³consistent & coherent.´ There was also a ³need to tweak our development 
polic\,´ as well as for more research.  
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 Danish Minister Mogens Jensen said it was ³urgent that we step up EU action.´ He wanted the measures 
put forward by the Commission to be given high priority. Cypriot Costas Kadis said that there was a need for 
more cooperation to strengthen the legislative f ramework on forest management. Lithuania¶s Vice-Minister 
Evaldas Gustas wanted action ³as soon as possible,´ with work done to achieve public awareness. The UK 
delegation echoed this sentiment, with Deputy Permanent Representative Katrina Williams calling on her 
counterparts to ³rapidl\ reverse the current alarming trends´ in deforestation & ³for swift action.´  
 Belgium¶s Denis Ducarme wanted work on forests to be on a broad scope, while there was a need to 
come up with a way of working which had a balanced approach (Commission vs. Council positions). 
Bulgarian Desislava Taneva called the issue ³most urgent.´  She wanted more to be done about products 
which resulted in deforestation, with the system of certification.  Combating deforestation should b e included 
in trade agreements, she added. Slovakia¶s Gabriel Csicsai was pleased to say that the Commission¶s 
Communication supported a partnership approach, including the private sector & civil society. ³The EU will 
have to adopt more ambitious measures,´ he said. Sweden¶s Jennie Nilsson called for an impact 
assessment. The bureaucratic burden of any changes must be limited, while better regulation & Member 
States¶ competencies must be respected, Nilsson added. Estonia¶s Mart Järvik reacted positively but was 
also concerned about increasing costs while the representative from Latvia  raised the regulatory burden. 
 Greek Minister Makis Voridis welcomed the Commission¶s priorities, but said there was also a  need to 
work internationally. Croatia ¶s Secretar\ of State Tugomir Majdak supported the initiative tabled before the 
summer holidays & called for legislation to ensure the financial sector acts diligently on the issue. 
Deforestation free production & supply chains should be made easier to identify. The Dutch hoped that the 
new Commission would be able to take the proposals on board. The\ wanted to see ³clear time -lined 
targets.´ Austrian Minister Maria Patek said the EU¶s aim must be to ³reduce our own nefarious footprint.´ 
She also suggested taking advantage of the expertise of the FAO in combating deforestation. Vella assured 
Ministers that his successor would be looking forward to working with the Farm Cou ncil on the issue. 

Sector groups seek international approach to deforestation:  The bodies representing the European 
grain & oilseed trade, crushers & feed processors wrote to Finnish Farm Minister Jari Leppä (Oct 11) calling 
for international cooperation to tackle deforestation. The grain trade bod\ COCERAL, the oilseed crushers¶ 
group FEDIOL & the feed industry association FEFAC sent the 1½ -page letter ahead of toda\¶s Farm 
Council in Luxembourg, which discussed the µCommunication on stepping up EU action to protect & restore 
the ZRUOd¶V fRUeVWV¶. The three organisations told the current Council chair that a ³permanent & effective 
multilateral institutional dialogue with e[porting countries´ would be ³the most effective wa\ to address 
sustainable forest management & assist value chain partners in build ing responsible suppl\ chains.´ The 
trade, crushing & feed sectors had been ³e[tensivel\ engaged over the last \ears in initiatives aimed at 
removing products at risk of causing deforestation from their supply chains.´ The\ had engaged in 
partnerships with producer countries & stressed that ³efficientl\ addressing deforestation starts with the 
implementation of environmental legislation in the countr\ of production.´ Certification ³has not proven to be 
effective in all sectors & commodities,´ & the\ suggest e[ploring ³the need for financial incentives to avoid 
legal conversion of forests into agricultural land.´ The\ e[press strong agreement with the ³notion that long -
term solutions cannot be unilateral & cooperation with international partners is essential.´ The letter is co-
signed by COCERAL President Philippe Mitko, FEDIOL President John Grossmann & FEFAC President Nick 
Major. 

Call for more effective solutions to forestry challenges:  A coalition of Central & Eastern Member States 
voiced the need to strengthen policy to help the forestry sector face challenges such as climate change & 
pests & diseases at toda\¶s Farm Council in Lu[. The discussion was based on a 5-page joint declaration 
[*12883/19] from the Visegrád Four (CZ, HU, PL & SK) & BG, HR, SI on µFRUeVWV, SXVWaLQabOe Forest 
MaQagePeQW & AdaSWaWLRQ WR COLPaWe ChaQge.¶ Introducing the paper, Czech Minister Miroslav Toman told 
Council that his country supported a more important role for forestry in the CAP.  ³We have to speed up the 
process of state aid approvals,´ he said. He would like to strengthen the role of the Standing Committee on 
Forestry & also wanted to see the forestry sector modernised, with greater investment into science & 
research.  
 During a meeting in Prague on Oct 4, the V4 stressed the need for ³climate smart approaches´  to be 
incorporated into sustainable forest management & called for effective legislative & financial instruments at 
national & EU level to find solutions for the challenges, like climate change, drought, natural disasters, pests 
& diseases, that the sector faces. They emphasise the need for a new EU Forest Strategy & welcomed the 
µCommission Communication on stepping up EU action to protect & restore the world¶s forests¶ [*11449/19]. 
The coalition - joined by colleagues from BG, HR & SI - is pushing for the development of new innovative 
approaches to adapt the forestry sector to climate change. They want to see better international exchange of 
information on the spread of pests & diseases, with best practice being shared. There ¶s a call for innovative 
financial measures from the EU & the reduction of the administrative burden in Community forestry 
measures. The Ministers want to see the sector modernised, something they say is  needed to fulfil the aims 
of the EU Bio-economy Strategy & the Circular Economy Action Plan.  There's also a reference to the 
Regulation on Land use, land-use change, & forestry (LULUCF), with a call for the current damage to forest 
to be reflected in the National Action Plans it requires, taking into account the reduced capacity of forests to 



No.79-19   14/10/2019  

                                                                                                                                
 

© AGRA-EUROPE Presse- und Informationsdienst 2019. Published by Agra-Europe (AgE), Bonn.  

 

6 

contribute to CO2 sinks in coming years. The group of Ministers would also like to see support of macro 
regional networks such as the BIOEAST Forestry Working Group.  
 

SANTE NEWS: Wild boar control & biosecurity in fight against ASF; V4+4 on ASF; 5-year legacy;    
Wild boar control & biosecurity in fight against ASF:  Agriculture Ministers stressed the importance of 
managing the wild boar population, improving biosecurity, maintaining regionalisation & fostering public 
awareness in the fight against African Swine Fever (ASF) this evening. In a debate held on the basis of a 2-
page information note from the Commission [*12570/19] & a 3-page paper [*12881/19] presented by the 
Czech delegation on behalf of the Visegrád Group (CZ, HU, PL & SK) plus BG, HR, RO & SI, there was 
much praise for the speed & effectiveness of help from the Commission, despite some complaints about how  
compensation is calculated & calls for it to be paid more speedily.  
 EU Health Commissioner V\tenis Andriukaitis outlined developments in the disease since Jul\. ³There 
have been worrying developments, for example, in Romania, Hungary & Bulgaria with possible 
consequences for the Balkan countries,´ he to ld delegations. ³Our efforts should further increase 
proportionatel\ to the level of the treat we are facing.´ The Commission had set up regionalisation measures 
in affected Member States, dispatched veterinary teams at short notice & had many meetings on the 
problem. The outgoing Health chief reminded Ministers that capitals had endorsed the EU¶s common 
strategic approach to management of the disease & now it was up to them to translate it into national 
strategies. By properly applying regionalisation the EU had ensured safe trade & limited the spread of the 
disease since it was first found in the bloc in 2014. ³Our job isn't \et done & the hard work must continue,´ 
the Lithuanian Commissioner said. As he hands over the baton to his successor Stella Kyriakides, he insists 
on the ³structural changes needed in some areas to cope with the disease´, but he was ³confident that 
achieving an ASF-free EU is a real possibilit\ & our real objective in the \ears to come.´  
 During the debate that ensued, Belgium¶s Minister Denis Ducarme explained the situation in his country, 
where there have been cases in wild boar, but the domestic pig population has been kept ASF free. He 
stressed that any reduction in the level of EU aid would be ³ver\ unwelcome.´ Deput\ Director-General Guido 
Landheer (NL) called for more research on how the disease spreads, while the Polish delegation would like 
to see the reduction of the wild boar population being dealt with at EU level. Slovakia was faced with a 
deteriorating situation having first detected the disease at the end of July. There had now been 11 cases in 
back\ard herds & 17 in wild boar. Lu[embourg¶s Romain Schneider stressed the importance of controlling 
wild boar & effective biosecurity, while Greek Minister Makis Voridis said his  country was taking a number of 
measures to make sure the disease did not get in. Lithuanian Vice-Minister Evaldas Gustas stressed the 
need for vigilance, while the French said it was possible to control the disease inc. controlling wild boar & 
biosecurity. Bulgaria¶s Desislava Taneva praised the amount of e[pertise available from the Commission to 
tackle the disease. She wanted more controls, with 100% sampling, & more to be done to increase the 
scientific knowledge of the disease. Taneva also called for payments to be made to farmers more quickly. 
Slovenia¶s Aleksandra Pivec emphasised the need for harmonised rules for controlling the disea se. She 
highlighted the importance of raising public awareness, improve biosecurity & control wild boar populations. 
³We would like to see a new vaccine for ASF developed,´ she said.  Hungarian Secretary of State Zsolt 
Feldman called for a review of the calculation of payments, which currently only covered a fraction of the 
actual costs. Germany supported the joint declaration presented by the Czech Minister, also stressing the 
need to remain in dialogue with trading partners.  

V4 plus 4 on fighting ASF: A coalition of Member States - the Visegrád Group (CZ, HU, PL & SK), plus BG, 
HR, RO & SI - has called on the Commission for an increase in EU co-financing to help them deal with the 
cost of tackling ASF. In a joint declaration on µCombatting ASF in the EU¶ [*12881/19], they say they would 
also like to see the method of calculation of co-financing changed. At present, it is based on figures for the 
income in each Member State & results, they say, in payments which only reflect a fraction of the actual 
cost. Czech Minister Miroslav Toman explained that the group of like-minded Ministers had come up with the 
declaration following a meeting in Prague (Oct 4). There is also a call in the declaration for more cooperation 
in research on the epidemiology of the disease, with a focus on the behaviour of wild boar.  

Andriukaitis looks back on 5-year legacy: EU Health Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis took the 

opportunity to present a state of play on the major food safety issues [*12861/19] this evening, looking back 
over his 5-year tenure. As part of his legacy, the outgoing Commissioner left in place a strong legal 
framework & harmonised official controls ³helping to protect the EU against unsafe food & food fraud and 
improve cooperation in times of crisis.´  Multiple rules had been combined in the new Animal Health Law. 
Concrete steps had been taken to secure higher animal welfare for the future inc. the establishment of the 
new Animal Welfare Platform and the creation of two EU reference centres (pig welfare and poultry & other 
small farmed animals). He reminded Ministers that the EU had adopted the µEuropean One Health Action 
Plan against Antimicrobial Resistance¶ in 2017 & pointed out that not all the Member States had developed 
comprehensive national action plans on the issue. He recalled a new harmonised methodology for food 
waste measurement which ³will help Member States design ef fective food waste prevention strategies,´ while 
the EU platform on Food Losses & Food Waste ³has also proved a valuable tool.´ Better communication & 
more accountability have been important topics in this mandate, he outlined, pointing to the adoption of the 
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General Food Law earlier this year, which introduced ³targeted changes to improve transparenc\ in the risk 
assessment process.´ ³All these actions in the area of plant & animal health, on animal welfare, on food 
waste, on transparency are the essence o f a new approach to sustainabilit\,´ he said. The\ have paved the 
wa\ ³to the European Green Deal that the future Commission will launch.´ ³In a d\namic polic\ area like this  
(which celebrated its 30

th
 anniversary on Oct 10), we will never be able to sa\ µjob done,¶ he stated, ³but 

what we can sa\ is ³we made it better´, e[pressing his pride ³to have pla\ed a part in this.´  
 Just before the Council meeting was wrapped up this evening, the French called for more action on food 
fraud, proposing the setting up of a taskforce to combat it. They also raised the issue of origin labelling, 
including for ingredients, something which Paris had experimented with in milk & meat & which now, in the 
French view, should be put into harmonised EU legislation. Italy agreed with France on the labelling issue, 
while Danish Minister Mogens Jensen wanted to see a new animal welfare law, with the use of antibiotics 
reduced & people protected ³from unwanted chemicals.´  

Call for faster food safety communication, labelling:  Following recent outbreaks of Listeria in Member 
States, Belgian Minister Denis Ducarme told his Ministerial colleagues this evening (Oct 14), that 
communication needed to be speeded up. France told the same meeting that country of origin labelling for 
ingredients was needed to boost food safety. Presenting a single-page paper [*13003/19], the Belgian 
politician explained that there had been several cases in the EU & three people had died in the Netherlands. 
He said that the problem ³should encourage us to reflect  on the best way to manage possible trans-border 
consequences.´ He thanked the Netherlands for its cooperation. Acknowledging that the Rapid Alert S\stem 
for Food & Feed (RASFF) works well, he still felt that the bloc should seek ways to speed up information 
sharing between Member States.  
 

IN BRIEF: Ministers want farmers to tap into bio-HcRQRP\ bHQHILWV; PROaQG¶V PLS ZLQV HOHcWLRQ;  
Ministers want farmers to share bio-economy benefits: Agriculture Ministers are keen to see Europe 
make the most of the potential benefits of the bio-economy, but they insist that primary producers must get a 
fair share of the added value it can create. This evening¶s discussion was on the basis of a 3-page paper 
outlining the results of a conference entitled µEuropean Bio-econRP\ SceQe 2019¶ held in Helsinki (July 8-10) 

[*12539/19]. During his address in the chamber, Finland¶s Jari Leppl said the ³bio-economy was a central 
priority for his country,´ e[plaining that the meeting had attracted around 350 delegates from all over Europe. 
There was ³huge potential,´ including in agriculture, for the bio -economy to create new jobs & viable growth, 
but ³a lot of stud\´ was still required. There was a need for clear political com mitment & a strategic 
approach, while a lack of consumer awareness remained to be tackled. The Presidency was working on 
Council Conclusions on the updated bio-economy strategy - expected to be adopted at the Nov Council (18-
19).  
 Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan backed the conference¶s conclusions on the importance of the bio-
economy for decarbonising the economy & keeping rural areas alive, which had been adopted as one of the 
strategic objectives of the post-2020 CAP. The Kilkenny politician emphasised that the bio-economy was a 
key part of the European Green Deal proposed by President-elect Ursula von der Leyen. The Romanian 
delegation reminded Council that the first conference on the bio-economy was held under its Presidency. 
The bio-econom\ is a ³key part of the switch from a non-sustainable to a sustainable economic model,´ 
Bucharest believes. The French were keen to make sure that the value added created by the bio-economy 
was evenly distributed & that ³farmers gain from it.´ Austria stressed the need for the exchange of 
information on best practice. The bio-econom\ would be ³an important factor in overcoming the challenges 
of climate change.´ Germany was ³delighted´ that the Presidenc\ had emphasised the important role of 
agriculture in the bio-econom\. It could also make possible the ³transformation of industrial production,´ 
making the economy more sustainable & creating jobs.  

PROaQG¶V PLS ZLQV HOHcWLRQ: Poland¶s Law & Justice Part\ (PiS) won the Oct 13 election with just under 
44% of the vote for seats in the Sejm, increasing its vote from the 37.6% it received in the previous, Oct 25, 
2015 election. At the time of going to press, results have \et been finalised. PiS¶s 2015 performance was 
enough to give it 235 seats in the 460 seat chamber. Second in the elections was the Civic Coalition (KO) 
with just over 27%. The Left got 12.5%, while the Polish coalition got around 8.6%. Law & Justice also won 
48 of the 100 seats in the Senate, with KO getting 43. PiS leader Jarosáaw Kac]\Ĕski declared victory at 
part\ headquarters in Warsaw late on Oct 14, sa\ing there were ³four \ears of hard work ahead.´  
Commissioner-designate for Agriculture & Rural Development Janusz Wojciechowski hails from the PiS 
political party, which is affiliated to the ECR group in the EP.  
 

ENDS 
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 FARM COUNCIL PREVIEW: CAP, AGRI MARKET SITUATION & AIRBUS DISPUTE ON MENU 

 EU AUDITORS RECORD (STABLE) ERROR RATE OF 2.4% FOR CAP SPENDING IN 2018 

 BREXIT UPDATES: EU & UK ³intensify´ talks to clinch deal; Soil Association opens helpline;  

 MARKET NEWS: EU pigmeat boost; Canned veg cartel; UAN: Food prices; AVEC Assembly; 

 EP ROUND-UP: MEPs oppose glyphosate-UeViVWaQW GMOV; ³COeaU UiVN´ Rf bXdgeW deOa\, EP; 
 IN BRIEF: Court ruling on wolf hunting; Romanian gov falls; Maeve Whyte steps down; GI;  

 TIMETABLE: Week ahead;  
 

FARM COUNCIL PREVIEW: CAP, AGRI MARKET SITUATION & AIRBUS DISPUTE ON MENU 
EU Agriculture & Fisheries Ministers will continue discussions on the CAP reform package (in public 
deliberation) when they gather in Luxembourg next week (Oct 14-15) - the last under the current 
Commission mandate. Under the chairmanship of Finnish Agriculture Minister Jari Leppä, the meeting will 
kick off at around 10am, with discussions on a regulation fixing fishing opportunities in the Baltic Sea for 
2020. Negotiations towards a political agreement on fishing quotas are expected to continue late into the 
night, while other fish-related items will be dealt with on Tuesday morning (from 10am). Just before 11am on 
Monday, Ministers will turn their attention to the Communication on ‘Stepping up EU action to protect & 
restore the world’s forests’ (public session) [*11449/1/19 REV1], followed by an exchange of views on the EU 
Forestry Strategy post-2020 [*12491/19]. On behalf of the Visegrád Group (CZ, HU, PL & SK), BG, HR & SI, 
the Czech delegation will present a joint declaration on µForests, sustainable forest management & 
adaptation to climate change¶ [12883/19]. After lunch (from 3.40pm), Ministers return to farm policy reform 
(in public session) [*12693/19 & 12693/19 COR1], with delegations invited to answer the following question ± 
Which are the crucial elements of the CAP proposals that require further discussion? In the early afternoon, 
delegations will also consider a joint statement on the CAP budget, led by France [*12894/19 & below]. In his 
last appearance as the EU¶s Farm Chief, Commissioner Phil Hogan will update delegates on the market 
situation (from around 5.15pm), with Italy providing information on damage caused by the Asian stink bug to 
its fruit & vegetable sector [*12882/19]. From 6.30pm, Leppä will debrief his Ministerial colleagues on a 
conference on the ‘European Bio-economy Scene 2019’ held in Helsinki on July 8-10 (public session) 
[*12539/19]. Just before 7pm, Slovenia will provide feedback on the Ministerial conference ‘Strengthening 
the Generation & Transfer of Knowledge for the Progress of Agriculture & Rural Ar eas’ held in the country¶s 
oldest recorded city of Ptuj (Aug 23) [*12866/19]. From 7pm, there will be a joint declaration on wolf 
management [see below for this week’s ECJ ruling], with a lengthy discussion (led by Italy & Spain) on the 
consequences of additional US duties on certain EU agri -food exports (not public) [*12884/19 & 12885/19]. 
[COMAGRI hearing with Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmström on the Airbus/Boeing dispute has been 
cancelled on Oct 14]. Outgoing Health Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis will provide information on the 
state of play on African Swine Fever (ASF) from 8.15pm [*12570/19], while the Czechs will present a joint 
declaration from the Visegrád Group, BG, HR, RO, & SI on combatting the viral disease [*12881/19]. The 
final AOB point relates to food safety (state of play on major issues) [*12861/19], which will be web-streamed 
live, with the last agenda item on recent listeria cases in the EU. In the margins, Hogan will hold a bilateral 
with Belgium¶s Minister for Agriculture Denis Ducarme, while Council proceedings are expected to finish up 
at around 9.15pm. *For further information on the agenda points listed above enter the number provided 

under ‘Public Register¶ at the website goo.gl/ybwNtq;  

Coalition calls for stable farm budget: The CAP budget must be maintained at the current EU-27 level 
(in current prices) for the next programming period (2021-2027), according to a joint statement from a 
coalition of 17 delegations this week [*12894/19]. In a move led by France, supported by AT, BG, CY, CZ, 
EE, HU, EL, IE, LV, LT, LU, PL, PT, RO, SK & ES, the group of like-minded countries insist on a stable 
farm budget to ³meet the new challenges faced b\ European agriculture & forestry´ & ³meet the 
expectations of EU citizens.´ They also refer to the ³urgent need to take action to meet the climate 
challenge.´ 

 

EU AUDITORS RECORD (STABLE) ERROR RATE OF 2.4% FOR CAP SPENDING IN 2018 
EU spending on the CAP, Common Fisheries Policy & part of EU spending on environment/climate action in 
2018 - just over ¼58 billion - had an overall error rate of 2.4% (same as 2017), according to the European 
Court of Auditors (ECA) this week. In its 2018 annual report* published on Oct 8, auditors underline that 
direct payments - which account for 72% of spending under the MFF heading µNatural Resources - ³as a 
whole were free from material error´ Authors of the 304-page report note that the Integrated Administration & 
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Control System (IACS), which incorporates the Land Parcel Identification S\stem (LPIS) ³has helped to bring 
down the level of errors in direct pa\ments, with the LPIS making a particularl\ significant contribution.´  The 
introduction in IACS of the geo-spatial aid application, which enables farmers to submit payment claims 
online, has ³also helped to bring down the level of error in direct pa\ments.´  The EU watchdog checked 95 
direct payments & found that 77 were unaffected by error. There was a higher rate of error for the budget 
covering rural development, market measures, fisheries, environment & climate action as a result of 
³comple[ rules & eligibility criteria.´ Auditors say the main reason for errors in these chapters was the 
ineligibility of the beneficiary, activity, project or expenditure, provision of inaccurate information on areas or 
animal numbers, non-compliance with public procurement rules & administrative errors.  
 In a series of recommendations for e[penditure related to RD, the ECA calls on the Commission to ³take 
measures to improve the work done by certification bodies in Member States & ensure that the data provided 
b\ countries & used for the calculation of financial corrections is properl\ verified´. For the post-2020 period, 
the Commission must also take into account weaknesses identified in the current framework ³in order to 
ensure that result indicators properly measure the effects of actions & they have a clear link to the related 
interventions & policy objectives.´ From an agricultural perspective, DG AGRI officials underline that the 
error rate has been coming down over the past number of years, while the action plans implemented by 
national capitals to remed\ the shortcomings are now working. The Commission ³keeps on supporting 
Member States in improving their management & control s\stems to avoid errors in the future´, the\ add, 
keen to stress the fall in the error rate for direct payments ± the largest part of the CAP budget ± from 3.6% 
in 2012. The Commission is confident the situation is under control, but ³where necessar\ it imposes 
financial corrections - the µclearance of accounts¶ procedure - on the Member State in order to protect the 
EU budget & safeguard ta[pa\ers¶ interests´.  

Auditors conclude that the ³overall level of irregularities in EU spend ing has remained stable within the 
range observed during the two previous \ears.´ The\ estimate an error rate of 2.6% in 2018 e[penditure  
(2.4% in 2017 & 3.1% in 2016). At the same stage, the\ underline that challenges remain in ³high -risk 
spending areas such as rural development & cohesion.´ Commenting this week, ECA President Klaus -Heiner 
Lehne said ³the start of a new legislative term & o f a new financial programming period create a window of 
opportunit\ « polic\makers should grasp it to focus EU policies & spending on delivering results & added 
value.´  *For more www.eca.europa.eu/;  

 

BREXIT UPDATES: EU & UK to ³intensify´ talks to clinch deal; Soil Association opens helpline;  
EU, UK WR ³iQWeQVif\´ BUe[iW diVcXVViRQV:  The EU & UK will ³intensif\´ discussions on a possible Bre[it 
deal over the weekend, the Commission said in a statement following a meeting in Brussels between the 
EU¶s Chief negotiator Michel Barnier & the UK¶s Bre[it Secretar\ Stephen Barcla\ earlier today.  
The French politician debriefed EU-27 Ambassadors & the EP¶s Bre[it Steering Group after the meeting 
saying sufficient reassurances had been received from London to enter ³tunnel´ negotiations in an attempt to 
clinch a last-minute divorce deal. With less than a week to go before the crucial European Summit (Oct 17-
18), the Commission stressed that the EU¶s position has not changed. ³There must be a legall\ operative 
solution in the Withdrawal Agreement that avoids a hard border on the island of Ireland,´ it said. That 
solution must protect ³the all-island economy & the Good Friday (Belfast) Agreement in all its dimensions, & 
safeguard the integrit\ of the Single Market.´  The EU executive will ³take stock´ with Ambassadors & MEPs 
on Oct 14, ahead of the General Affairs Council the following day.  
 Toda\¶s meeting came after a ³detailed & constructive discussion,´ between Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
& Ireland¶s Taoiseach Leo Varadkar at Thornton Manor, Merseyside (Oct 10). According to a joint statement 
issued by the two politicians, both sides had agreed the\ ³could see a pathwa\ to a possible deal.´ The 
discussion had focussed on the ³challenges of customs & consent. ´ The apparent progress without concrete 
statements from Brussels, Dublin or London has fuelled intense speculation that Johnson is now prepared to 
talk on the basis of Northern Ireland remaining part of the customs union , which would avoid any customs 
checks on the island of Ireland. The former Mayor of London fuelled that idea today with a pooled television 
clip in which he refused to say, when asked, that Northern Ireland would definitely leave the customs union, 
sa\ing ³it would be wrong of me to give a running commentar\ on the negotiations.´ He added that ³under no 
circumstances will we see anything that damages the ability of the whole of the UK to take full advantage of 
Bre[it.´ Such a move is unlikely to find favour with Northern Ireland¶s Democratic Unionist Part\ (DUP), 
which has been propping up the UK¶s minorit\ Conservative gove rnment. However, given that Johnson has 
lost a large part of his MPs, either through their own defection or his rather capricious sackings, the tiny 
right-wing & Eurosceptic party has likely lost its ability to influence Number 10 Downing Street. Johnson¶s 
party now has 288 MPs of a total 650 & the ten DUP members are not enough to help it win any vote without 
other support. DUP leader Arlene Foster issued a statement reiterating the part\¶s position that no barriers 
to trade must be erected within the UK, but hinting at a readiness to compromise. ³We have held steadfast 
to that position, while recognising the need to be fle[ible & look at Northern Ireland specific solutions,´ she 
said. The politician from Dernawilt (Co. Fermanagh) said her part\ ³will alwa\s e[ercise our considerable 
influence in ensuring we stand up for Northern Ireland.´  

http://www.eca.europa.eu/
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Soil Association opens Brexit helpline: The UK¶s biggest organic certification body, the Soil Association, 
has opened a helpline for businesses in the sector to prepare for a no deal Brexit on Oct 31. Launched on 
Oct 10, with a phone line, email address & online chat system - the helpline gives access to a team to 

answer questions & provide up-to-date information. There is also a new Brexit support page*, which will be 
kept up to date & live throughout the month of Oct. The service is open to all UK organic businesses, not just 
those certified by the Soil Association. As things stand, UK organic producers would not be able to sell into 
the EU after a no deal Brexit without certification from an EU-27 certification body. 
Liz Bowles, Associate Director of Farming, Soil Association, said that a no deal Brexit would  mean 
³ma[imum uncertaint\ for organic food & farming, raising critical issues on the abilit\ to trade & e[port´ . She 
complained of a ³lack of clarit\ & progress from government.´ The hotline is funded from the government¶s 
Brexit readiness fund. The telephone number is (+44) 03334141451, email address is 
Brexitsupport@soilassociation.org; *See https://www.soilassociation.org/brexitforbusiness/ 
 

MARKET NEWS: EU pigmeat boost; Canned veg cartel; UAN: Food prices; AVEC Assembly;  
China ASF boosts EU pigmeat exports: China¶s woes with African Swine Fever (ASF) have boosted EU 
pigmeat exports to the point where DG AGRI now predicts they will be up by 12% for 2019 as a whole. 
Cereal & milk production are also expected to rise. In the 33-page ‘Short-Term Outlook for EU Agricultural 
Markets in 2019 & 2020’, published on Oct 4, DG AGRI officials forecast that EU 2019/2020 gross cereal 
production will recover b\ 5.9% to reach 310 million tonnes, ³if good weather  conditions prevail until the end 
of the harvest.´ Gross oilseed output is e[pected to fall by 1.5% to 32.43mt in 2019/2020 on adverse 
weather & reduced rapeseed area. The forecast for 2019/2020 sugar production is set at 18.3mt, a rise of 
3.7% on the previous year. Area is estimated to be down by 4%, but this is more than offset by higher yields, 
largely due to favourable weather conditions. Milk production is expected to rise by 0.8% to 167.9m litres, on 
³sustained demand for EU dair\ products, lower supply in the main EU competitors, favourable weather 
conditions & price environment,´ authors of the report outline. Milk output is forecast to rise b\ a further 
0.9% to 169.3ml in 2020. Beef production will fall b\ 1.2% to 8.146mt in 2019, but ³ access to new markets & 
an increase of volumes to e[isting partners´ mean a 15% rise in beef e[ports to 288 000t. Production will fall 
by a further 0.9% in 2020 to 8.073mt, with exports of beef rising by 5% to 303 000t.  
For pigmeat, production will increase by 0.2% to 24.2mt, while exports will rise by 12% to 3mt. DG AGRI 
expects pigmeat production to pick up in 2020, jumping 1.4% to 24.528mt, with exports rising by a further 
12% to 3.36mt. The poultry sector will see a 2.5% increase in production this year, bringing it to 15.634mt, 
with meat exports up 3% at 1.641mt. Production will rise by a further 1% to 15.798mt, with meat exports 
going up 1.5% to 1.665mt. Sheep & goat meat production is set to rise by 0.5% to 955mt in 2019, increasing 
by a further 0.5% in 2020 to 959mt. Exports for the sector will rise by 2% to 29mt in 2019 & a further 2% to 

30mt in 2020. *See https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/report-eu-agricultural-markets-short-term-outlook-

autumn-2019_en 
Fines issued over canned veg cartel: The Commission issued fines of a total of ¼ 31.65 million to Dutch 
company Coroos & French Groupe CECAB for breaching antitrust rules  at the end of Sept (26). A third 
company, Bonduelle (FR) was not fined as it had told EU officials about the cartel. The three groups 
admitted that they were involved in a cartel for  the supply of canned vegetables to retailers & food service 
companies in the European Economic Area (EEA) for 13 years. Competition Commissioner Margrethe 
Vestager said that ³these cartels ultimatel\ hurt European consumers,´ & the decision sent a message that 
³cartels are not accepted.´ The companies set prices & agreed on market shares & volumes, allocating 
customers between themselves, coordinating tender bids & exchanging information. The breach of antitrust 
rules lasted from Jan 19, 2000 to June 11, 2013 for Bunduelle, going on to Oct 1, 2013 for the other two 
companies. Coroos has to pay a fine of ¼13.65m, while Groupe CECAB¶s hefty penalty is ¼18m. 
CRmmiVViRQ feUWiliVeU SRViWiRQ ³half-heaUWed´, CRSa-Cogeca: The EU¶s largest farm lobb\ group Copa-
Cogeca has attacked the Commission¶s position on imports of liquid nitrogen fertiliser as ³half -hearted´, but 
the EU fertiliser industry has welcomed the new measures  which should apply for five years. In a statement 
issued on Oct 10, the farm lobby group said that the Trade Defence Instruments Committee, which met on 
Sept 11, had failed to deliver an opinion on proposals to establish definitive anti -dumping measures on 
imports of urea & ammonium nitrate (UAN) from Russia, Trinidad & Tobago & the US. The µno opini on¶ 
allowed the Commission to adopt its own measures (or not) under its own authority. A new Regulation* 
imposing additional duties on imports of 22.24 ¼/t for UAN originating from Trinidad & Tobago , 29.48 ¼/t for 
UAN from the US, & 42.47 ¼/t for the major ity of UAN originating from Russia entered into force on Oct 10 
(immediately applicable in the EU). The decision will result in an increase in production costs for European 
farmers, particularly in the cereal sector, farm lobbyists say. This new protection  for the European fertiliser 
sector, ³which is alread\ not ver\ competitive, is particularl\ unfair given that the agricultural markets 
themselves are increasingl\ open in the world,´ the\ add. Industry body Fertilizers Europe said that the move 
showed how the modernisation of EU trade defence measures could have a positive impact. The sector 
welcomed the ³anti-dumping measures & hopes for immediate & continued relief from the Commission 
investigation¶s findings of proven & severe injurious dumping´, Jacob Hansen, Director General of Fertilizers 
Europe, said. *https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2019:258:FULL&from=FR 

mailto:Brexitsupport@soilassociation.org
https://www.soilassociation.org/brexitforbusiness/
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Food commodity prices steady: Global food commodity prices were unchanged in Sept, compared with 
Aug, but 3.3% up on the Sept 2018 level, according to the UN¶s Food & Agriculture Organisation (FAO) last 

week (Oct 3). The agenc\¶s Food Price Inde[* showed a sharp fall in sugar prices, which was offset by rises 
for vegetable oils & meat. Cereal prices were almost unchanged from Aug & down 3.9% from Sept 2018. 
Wheat prices firmed on a good supply outlook, while maize was down because of large export availabilities. 
Rising rape & palm oil prices meant that vegetable oil was up 1.4% from Aug  to its highest level in more than 
a year. Demand from India & China bolstered palm, while rapeseed oil was pushed up by a deteriorating EU 
production outlook. Dairy prices were down 0.6% on the month - higher quotations for milk powders more 
than offset by falling cheese & butter prices - with increased export availability, principally f rom New 
Zealand. Meat was up 0.8% from Aug, with beef & sheep meat firmer on solid demand, especially from 
China. Pigmeat prices fell on increased export supplies from Europe, despite high domestic prices in China, 
as a result of African Swine Fever. Sugar was down 3.9% from Aug, largely because of positive production 
prospects & the fact that lower international energy prices reduced demand for sugarcane for ethanol 
production. *See http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/en/   

AVEC assembly hears call for help on Mercosur, Ukraine challenges:  The Commission must do more to 
help the poultry sector face the challenges of imports from Mercosur & Ukraine & the potenti al market loss 
due to Brexit ± this was the key message emanating from the AVEC General Assembly ‘Food for the Future’ 
held in Budapest (Oct 4). More than 200 participants from the poultry value chain heard from AVEC 
President Paul Lopez about the extra 180 000 tonnes of poultry set to come into the EU market each year 
under the trade deal with Mercosur, which he noted was twice what was offered at the end of 2017. He also 
reminded delegates that Ukrainian companies have been offered an extra 50 000t in sales to the EU in 
return for ending the practice of using a loophole to circumvent quotas. Lopez rejected the idea that the 
extra imports could be taken up by increased consumption. He also raised the uncertainty surrounding 
Bre[it. The UK is one of Europe¶s biggest consumers & importers of poultr\ meat. He called on the 
Commission for funding to help the sector cope with the extra competition. More should be done to get 
access for EU poultry in the Chinese market, the lobbyist insisted. Lopez, from the French association 
Fédération des Industries Avicoles (FIA), further called for thorough controls on imports from 3

rd
 countries & 

origin labelling, including in food service establishments.  Hungarian Minister of Agriculture Dr. Istvan Nagy & 
DG SANTE Head of Unit (Food Hygiene) Eric Thévenard were guest speakers at the Assembly. The 2019 
AVEC Annual Report* was launched at the event. *See www.avec-poultry.eu under ‘Resources¶;  
 

EP ROUND-UP: MEPs oppose glyphosate-resistant GMOs; ³Clear risk´ of budget delay, EP;  
MEPs oppose glyphosate-resistant GMOs: MEPs voted to reject Commission plans to allow imports of 
three glyphosate & glufosinate ammonium-resistant GMOs at the mini-plenary session in Brussels this week 
(Oct 10). The non-binding resolutions covered products consisting of or containing the Genetically Modified 
(GM) products maize MZHG0JG, maize MON 89034 & soybean A2704-12 (renewal). For the biotech maize 
MZHG0JG, there were 436 votes in favour to 208 against & 16 abstentions, 435 votes in favour, 207 against 
& 18 abstentions (maize MON 89034) & 426 votes in favour to 208 against & with 20 abstentions (soybean 
A2704-12). The maize & soybean varieties involved are tolerant to glyphosate-based & glufosinate 
ammonium-based herbicides. MEPs pointed out that there are a number of studies that herbicide tolerant 
GM crops result in higher use of weed killers. They may be exposed to repeated doses leading to higher 
residues.   
 MEPs (led by the Greens) held a debate with the Commission on the authorisation process for biotech 
crops on Wed evening (Oct 9), something which has regularly been criticised by the assembly before. 
Concerns were raised about the role of the EU as the world¶s second largest soy importer, with the majority 
of that crop entering the union being used as animal feed. Soy production is a key driver of deforestation in 
South America & the Commission¶s own anal\sis shows that those imports are the EU¶s number one 
contributor to global deforestation. A survey carried out across the EU had found that almost 90% of 
respondents think that new laws are needed to make sure that products sold in the EU do not c ontribute to 
deforestation. MEPs also reminded the Commission that every authorisation of a GM product i t has made 
since the introduction of the current system has been without the support of a qualified majority of Member 
States, turning something that should be an exception into the norm.  During his address in the chamber, 
Health Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis said the EU¶s GMO authorisation procedure was ³established by 
EU law.´ It is ³science-based & relies on a scientific assessment performed by the European Food Safety 
Authority (EFSA), independently of the Commission,´ he outlined. Member States hiding behind the 
Commission was ³very disappointing & unsatisfactory,´ he added, pointing to previous proposals ³to modify 
EU legislation on comitology so as to ensure more transparency,´ where ³little progress has been made.´ 
³CleaU UiVk´ Rf bXdgeW dela\V, EP: The EP has warned of a ³clear risk´ that the 2021-2027 EU investment 
plan ³will not be successfull\ agreed in time with Council´, calling for a contingenc\ plan to mitigate 
consequences for citizens & businesses, as delays will cause funding disruption from 2021. In a resolution 
adopted by 426 votes to 163, with 67 abstentions (Oct 10), MEPs confirmed the position of the previous 
Parliament on the next Multi-annual Financial Framework (Nov 2018) - 1.3% of GNI & new EU own 
resources. The EP wants to step up climate protection, stressing the ³urgent need for another quantum leap 

http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/en/
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in political & financial efforts´ to achieve the objectives of the Paris Climate accord. The House is also 
seeking clarity on how political promises made by Commission President -elect Ursula von der Leyen in July 
will impact the long-term financial perspectives.  

³Time WR decide´ RQ EU BXdgeW (2021-2027): The Commission has called on EU leaders to provide 
political guidance & new impetus to negotiations in order to reach an agreement on a ³fair, balanced & 
modern long-term EU budget for the period 2021-2027´ b\ the \ear¶s end. In a 6-page Communication 
entitled ‘Time to decide on the Union’s Financial Framework for 2021 -2027’ published on Oct 9, the EU¶s 
executive presented a number of key elements that heads of state &  government must take on board at next 
week¶s Summit (Oct 17-18). These include - the overall level of funding must match the Union¶s shared 
priorities, a modern budget with the right balance between policies & a strong focus on EU added value, a 
more transparent approach to financing the EU Budget, introduction of new sources of revenue to support 
priorities & reduce the burden on national contributions & greater policy coherence, through a closer link 
between funding & policy priorities and stronger tools for protecting the Budget from rule of law deficiencies. 
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker urged MEPs & Member States to ³reach a swift agreement´ so 
new programmes can be launched on Jan 1, 2021, sa\ing the Communit\¶s long -term budget was about 
³acting where the EU adds the most value « it is investment in Europe -wide, world leading research, it is 
funding for cross-border infrastructure, support for small businesses & a safet\ net for our farmers.´ The 
proposal (equal to 1.114% of the EU-27 Gross National Income) is a ³forward looking, responsible & 
pragmatic plan on how to do more with less,´ the outgoing Commission chief added.  
*See https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commission-contribution-october-euco-mff-post-2020_en 
 

IN BRIEF: Court ruling on wolf hunting; Romanian gov falls; Maeve Whyte steps down; GI;  
Court allows hunting of protected species for management:  The European Court of Justice (ECJ) 
decided on Oct 10 that hunting as a management tool for protected species such as wolves is allowed under 

EU law, provided that strict conditions are met. The case* involved questions put b\ Finland¶s Supreme 
Administrative Court on derogations to the EU Habitats Directive after an NGO challenged a decision to give 
permission to hunters to kill seven wolves. The judges essentially followed an opinion by the Attorney 
General delivered on May 8. The European Federation for Hunting & Conservation (FACE) said the judgment 
comes after years of legal argument in Finland & Sweden over the hunting of wolves. Many Member States 
use hunting as a management tool for carnivore populations as well as to increase social acceptance. FACE 
President Torbjörn Larsson said that Commission guidance on the issue, currently being updated, should 
stress that ³improving social acceptance & decreasing illegal killing can be a justification for limited & str ictly 
controlled hunts.´ He called on the EUµs e[ecutive to close infringement proceedings against wolf hunting in 
Sweden. FACE Secretary General Dr. David Scallan said the most important thing was that ³Member States 
apply the Habitats Directive flexibly & pragmaticall\.´ E[ecutive Director of the Finnish Hunters¶ Association 
Heli Siitari welcomed the preliminary ruling, sa\ing it was ³a positive thing for people living in the countr\side 
& for the acceptance of wolves in general.´ The European Environmental Bureau (EEB) challenged the view 
that Finland¶s wolf population is large enough to justif\ hunting to manage it. Sergi\ Moro], EEB Senior 
Policy Officer for Biodiversity & Water, said that the Court had said that  ³hunting should onl\ be allowed 
under ver\ strict conditions.´ ³The importance of upholding the EU¶s strict nature protection rules has never 
been greater,´ he stressed. It is now up to the Finnish court to give a final verdict on the case.  
*For more information go to http://curia.europa.eu & type C-674/17 under ‘Case number¶;   
Romanian government collapses after no confidence vote: The Romanian government of Prime Minister 
Viorica Dăncilă collapsed on Oct 10 after losing a motion of no confidence in the countr\¶s parliament amid 
accusations of incompetence & misuse of EU funds. Some 238 of the countr\¶s 465 MPs plus Senators  
voted against the government. Dăncilă¶s Social Democrats (PSD) lost their majority in Aug after their junior 
partner (the National Liberal Party) left the coalition. President Klaus Iohannis may ask the main opposition 
party of Ludovic Orban to form a new government. Orban, whose party spearheaded the no confidence vote 
against the Socialist government, said ³we have stopped the Social Democrat Part\ from hurting Romania. ´ 
A Presidential election is due to be held Nov 10 - which former MEP Dăncilă is unlikely to win - with a 
general election scheduled for late 2020 (poss. Dec). A transitional government will take over until the next 
election. The centre-right National Liberal Party is expected to push for Siegfried Muresan, an MEP & vice-
chair of the EPP group, to be the next Transport Commissioner.  
Maeve Whyte steps down from NFU Brussels post: Irishwoman Maeve Whyte, current Director of the 
British Agriculture Bureau (BAB) representing all the UK farm unions, looks set to step down at the end of 
the year. Well-respected in agri circles, Maeve joined the NFU in London as a graduate trainee in 2001 & 
served as the Water Policy Adviser from 2003 until 2005. When her compatriot Betty Lee  (Co. Cavan) left 
the organisation to work at DG AGRI, Maeve was deemed the “obvious choice” to take over the reins as 
Director in 2006 (then in her late 20s). Since then, she has emerged as one of the leading ladies in the 
Brussels lobbying sphere. Prior to working with the influential farm organisation at Copa-Cogeca HQ, she 
graduated with a Degree in Geography & Social Policy at University College Dublin (UCD) in 2000 & 
completed a Master’s in Environmental Technology at Imperial College London (2001). The illustrious young 
woman was awarded the title of Nuffield Scholar in 2014, completing her research project on the food waste 

http://curia.europa.eu/
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crisis, a topic close to her heart. Known for her straight-talking approach & sharp wit, the popular lobbyist 
once said in an interview with the reputable Southern Star that the most important thing to do as a woman in 
agriculture was “maintain a sense of humour, work hard & recognise intelligence as a superior tool.” Maeve 
comes from a long line of market gardeners in Rush north Co. Dublin & plans to return to the seaside town 
with her young family before Christmas. Go n-éirí an bóthar leat a chara.  

Bulgarian spirit gains GI approval: The Commission this week approved the addition of the Bulgarian 
spirit drink ‘Яɦбɨɥɫɤагɪɨɡɞɨваɪаɤɢɹ/ГɪɨɡɞɨваɪаɤɢɹɨɬЯɦбɨɥ/Yambolska grozdova rakya/Grozdova rakya 
ot Yambol’ to the Community Register of Geographical Indications (GIs). The spirit drink made from white & 
red grape varieties - with minimum alcohol strength of 40% vol. - is a sparkling & pale colour, with a 
dominant fruity aroma & a pronounced grapey aftertaste. Produced in numerous small distilleries since the 
1930s, the Bulgarian speciality comes from an area that covers the Yambol province & part of the 
neighbouring province of Burgas, both in the south eastern part of the country. The new designation joins 
more than 235 spirit drinks that are already listed in the eAmbrosia database.  
*See https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32018D1203(01)&from=EN 
 

TIMETABLE: Week ahead (in Brussels unless otherwise stated), all Councils in Luxembourg; 
Oct 12 European Milk Board (EMB), together with the Belgian cooperative Faircoop, hosts the 6

th
 

International Milk Conference in Libramont inc. presentation of µfair & local milk¶ projects in 
countries such as BE, FR, DE, IT, LU & Switzerland as well as Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, 
Mauritania, Niger & Senegal - www.europeanmilkboard.org/;   

Oct 13 Polish parliamentary election;  

Oct 14 Agriculture & Fisheries Council (&15) [see above]; Foreign Affairs Council (&15); Trade 
Commissioner Cecilia Malmström gives a keynote speech at the European Strategy & Policy 
Analysis System (ESPAS) Annual Conference ‘Global Trends to 2030: Challenges & Choices for 
Europe’; Commissioner for International Cooperation & Development  Neven Mimica in Rome, 

participates in the 46
th

 Committee on World Food Security www.fao.org/cfs/en/ (continues until 
Oct 18) on ‘Accelerating progress on SDG 2 to achieve all the Sustainable Development Goals’  
& participates in the EU-sponsored side event ‘Global Network Food Crises Prevention & 
Response’; EU-Oz bilateral trade talks in Canberra (until 18) [see AF77-19]; Dispute Settlement 
Body on additional US tariffs on EU agri & manufactured goods (Airbus/Boeing) at the WTO in 
Geneva; Hearing between Malmström & COMAGRI members on impact of same ruling on 
European agri-food exports has been cancelled due to Commissioner’s agenda;   

Oct 15 General Affairs Council (Art. 50) inc. discussions on state-of-play of Brexit with EU¶s chief 
negotiator Michel Barnier, ahead of European Council (17-18); 1

st
 Vice-President Frans 

Timmermans receives Eugene Rhuggenaath, Prime Minister of Curaçao (in the Caribbean) & 
receives representatives of the µGroene 10¶; Malmström visits Port of Rotterdam (NL);   

Oct 16 College Meeting inc. Annual Report on the implementation of Free Trade Agreements & 
Progress Report on the Implementation of the European Agenda on Migration ; Hogan receives 
Alan Pollard, Chief Executive of New Zealand Apples & Pears; Competition Commissioner 
Margrethe Vestager receives representatives of Green 10; EU Foreign Affairs Chief Federica 
Mogherini receives Ngo Xuan Lich, Minister for National Defence of Vietnam to sign the EU-
Vietnam Framework Participation Agreement; EP Conference of Presidents (EP President & 
leaders of political groups) will take decision on  next steps on the three CAP reform files (day 
earlier than previously planned) [see AF72-19]; EDA Congress 2019 in Vienna 

www.eda2019.eu/en/welcome/; World Food Day under the slogan ‘Our actions are our future - 
healthy diets for a #ZeroHunger world’ - www.fao.org/world-food-day/en/;  

Oct 17 European Council (&18) inc. the EU¶s long-term budget (2021-2027), Brexit, international 
aspects of climate change, priorities for the next 5 years (plus address by Commission 
President-elect Ursula von der Leyen) & decision on the appointment of Christine Lagarde as 
President of the European Central Bank; Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker receives 
Brigitte Bierlein, Chancellor of Austria, receives Portugal¶s Prime Minister António Costa & 
participates at the EPP Summit ahead of the European Council;  Health Commissioner Vytenis 
Andriukaitis participates at the EU Health Awards Ceremony; Advocate General¶s opinion on the 
protection of the term µHalloumi¶ (traditional cheese from C\prus) C-766/18;  

Oct 18 Extraordinary General Assembly of the International Organisation of Vine & Wine - www.oiv.int;  

Oct 19 Andriukaitis in Okayama City, Japan (until 20) participates in the G20 Health Ministerial - 

https://g20-meeting2019.mhlw.go.jp/health/overview.html;  

Management & Regulatory Committees  

Oct 14  Committee on organic production (&15);  Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food &   
    Feed (PAFF) on Biological Safety of the Food Chain;    

Oct 17  Committee for the Common Organisation of Animal Markets: Animal products; PAFF on Seeds & 
    Propagating Material for Agriculture & Horticulture (&18); Standing Committee on Plant Health  
    (&18);                  ENDS   

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32018D1203(01)&from=EN
http://www.fao.org/cfs/en/
http://www.eda2019.eu/en/welcome/
http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/en/
http://www.oiv.int/
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 COMAGRI GIVES NOD TO POLISH COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE WOJCIECHOWSKI 

 TIMMERMANS PUSHES GREEN MESSAGE IN CONFIDENT DISPLAY AT EP HEARING 

 COPA-COGECA CALLS FOR FARM-FRIENDLY CLIMATE MEASURES IN µGREEN DEAL¶ 
 BREXIT TALKS STALLED AS UK ACCUSED OF PLAYING ³BLAME GAME´ 

 TRADE UPDATES: EU GIs gain greater international recognition; EU-Oz trade talks (Oct 14); 

 IN BRIEF: KXU] iQ WalkV WR fRUm AT gRY; PRUWXgal¶V CRVWa ZiQV; µWeimaU TUiaQgle¶ RQ CAP;  
 

COMAGRI GIVES NOD TO POLISH COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE WOJCIECHOWSKI 
Polish Commissioner-designate Janusz Wojciechowski received the unanimous backing of group 
coordinators in the AGRI Committee yesterday morning (Oct 8), following a second hearing with MEPs  
ahead of hiV coXnWr\¶V general elecWion on OcW 13 . Speaking entirely in Polish, the Law & Justice (PiS) 
politician made a much more forceful & committed impression on MEPs, with several commenting on how 
different his performance was compared to the first outing on Oct 1 [see AF75-19]. COMAGRI Chair Norbert 
Lins (EPP, DE) explained that following the previous audition coordinators had failed to reach a two-thirds 
majority & asked for detailed responses to a series of written questions [see AF76-19]. Still not satisfied, 
Whe\¶d decided Wo hold a µreVXmed¶ hearing. AGRI & ENVI MEPs were present, with ENVI Coordinators 
rejecting his appointment (votes did not count) . ³EXropean agricXlWXre mXVW be compeWiWiYe,´ Whe 
Commissioner-deVignaWe Wold MEPV. ³FarmerV are enWrepreneXrV´ & needed VXpporW Wo preVerYe Wheir 
competitive edge. The 64-year-old ECR poliWician inViVWed WhaW he ZoXld VWand Xp & defend a ³VWronger & 
adeqXaWe bXdgeW for agricXlWXre & rXral deYelopmenW.´ The Rawa Mazowiecka native (central Poland) 
promised to cut bureaucracy & stressed the need to enhance the position of European agriculture in global 
markets, something he would promote when negotiating with international trading partners. He would make 
sure that imported food products complied with EU standards. On climate & environmental protection, he 
Vaid WhaW ³farmerV Zill help Wo achieYe EXropean goalV,´ noWing WhaW ³Yer\ ofWen Whe\ are Whe firVW YicWimV of 
climaWic change.´ He ZoXld implemenW ³noW prohibiWionV & boXndV bXW raWher incenWiYeV,´ Wo achieYe 
environmental goals. Wojciechowski stressed his support for organ ic farming, promising to come up with an 
action plan on the issue. The former AGRI MEP (2004-2016) & COMAGRI Vice-Chair insisted on fairness in 
the CAP, recognising local differences, but he insisted that it ³mXVW be common aV a polic\.´ There had Wo be 
room for fle[ibiliW\ bXW ³Ze need Wo VWrike Whe righW  balance.´ He addressed concerns over land concentration 
or appropriaWion of land in Vome coXnWrieV. ³We VhoXld VWand Xp for Whe farmerV Zho are faced ZiWh land 
grabbing,´ he Vaid.  
 During the question & answer session that ensued, Italian MEP Herbert Dorfmann (EPP) wanted to know 
if he would continue working with the EP on the current reform proposals or whether there would be new 
plans in the next mandate. Wojciechowski admitted that he was a bit jealous  of Dacian Ciolo܈, a former 
Commissioner, & now COMAGRI member (& leader of Renew Europe), who carried through reform from 
VcraWch. ³I am in a poViWion Zhere WhiV reform iV alread\ on Whe Wable,´ he Vaid, poinWing oXW WhaW hiV mandaWe 
from future President Ursula von der Leyen was to carry on with the current reform process. He knew the 
poViWion of Whe µold¶ ParliamenW & CommiVVioner, bXW ³I do noW haYe Whe final poViWion of  Parliament from this 
Werm.´ The former member of the Governing Board of EUROSAI, the European Organisation of Supreme 
Audit Institutions (1995 to 1999) ZaV read\ for compromiVeV & remainV ³open Wo good propoValV WhaW ma\ 
improYe Whe CAP.´ HoZeYer, he reminded MEPV WhaW neZ ideaV ZoXld haYe Wo geW WhroXgh CoXncil .  
When asked about the transitional period & how long it would last, the former Deputy Speaker of the Polish 
Parliament (2001-2004) poinWed oXW WhaW iW had Wo be one \ear conWinXaWion of Whe old V\VWem. ³We Zill haYe a 
propoVal of one \ear of WranViWion on Whe Wable,´ ZiWhoXW confirming when the regulation would be tabled. 
Italian Socialist Paolo De Castro raised the issue of US measures in the Airbus dispute, describing the tariffs 
imposed by President Donald Trump as putting farming & food in EXrope ³Xnder aWWack´. ³SWraWegic prodXcWV 
are going to be hiW,´ he Vaid [see below]. In response, Wojciechowski said he was aware of the situation. 
³FarmerV are innocenW YicWimV of conflicW,´ he Vaid. He hoped a poliWical reVolXWion ZoXld be foXnd bXW if noW, 
the EU would have to ³Wrigger Vome aid V\VWem.´ Europe had the experience of the Russian ban & had been 
³Yer\ effecWiYe in proYiding help for farmerV.³ If confirmed, Whe Pole promiVed he ZoXld ³fighW for aV man\ 
reVoXrceV aV poVVible.´ De CaVWro ZanWed Wo knoZ if he ZoXld acWivate the reserve fund, complaining that the 
¼400 million in Whe fXnd ZaV noW enoXgh & VhoXld be aW leaVW ¼1.5 billion. The former PoliVh MP (1993 -1995 
& 2001-2004) Vaid he ZaV in faYoXr of increaVing ³a poVVibiliW\ Wo reacW & help farmerV in a criViV.´ For 
Renew Europe, German liberal MEP Ulrike Müller insisted that there should be a focus on young farmers. 
WojciechoZVki concXrred, Va\ing Whe iVVXe ZaV ³of ke\ imporWance.´ There ZaV a V\VWem of aid bXW Whe 
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reVXlWV Zere ³noW VaWiVfacWor\ \eW.´ The moVW imporWanW problem  was access to land. Green MEP Martin 
HlXVling Wold WojciechoZVki Where had been ³a loW more VXbVWance Wo \oXr anVZerV WhiV Wime roXnd.´ He 
raiVed Whe VXbjecW of capping. ³CommiVVionerV Wend Wo giYe in,´ he Vaid. ³OXr VXVpicion iV WhaW Member 
SWaWeV Zon¶W VWand aV firm on WhiV aV \oX hope.´ WojciechoZVki Vaid he ZaV Yer\ mXch in faYoXr of 
proWecWing Vmall farmV. IW ZaV poVVible Wo Vee hoZ Whe\ Zere being loVW aV \oX droYe acroVV EXrope. ³ThiV iV 
EXrope & noW Canada,´ he said. The German politician also raised the question of protein subsidies & 
WojciechoZVki noWed Whe ³YaVW´ leYel of imporWV of Vo\beanV from Whe US. ³MXch of WhiV can be replaced,´ b\ 
EU proWein cropV, he reckoned. To a qXeVWion on Whe bXdgeW, he reVponded WhaW ³I ZoXld Yer\ mXch like Wo 
have a bXdgeW for agricXlWXre aV big aV poVVible´, conceding WhaW he mXVW remain ³realiVWic.´ 
 Czech Ivan David, from the Identity & Democracy Group, was concerned about the opening of the 
EXropean markeW for imporWV of agricXlWXral prodXcWV. ³Do Ze accepW Whis competition, which in some cases 
is unfair?,´ he aVked. The former member of the European Court of Auditors (ECA), Chamber I, Sustainab le 
use of natural resources, said that there was a need to stand up for the interests of European farmers but on 
the other hand ³Ze need inWernaWional Wrade.´ He noWed WhaW Whe EU ZaV a maVViYe e[porWer of agri -food 
prodXcWV, bXW farmerV ³cannoW be Vacrificed´ for Wrade. He promiVed WhaW he ZoXld ³do m\ beVW Wo make VXre 
farmers are not on the losing end.´ David went on to ask if he would fight for a fairer distribution of 
agricultural subsidies. The former PreVidenW of Poland¶V SXpreme AXdiW Office (1995 to 2001) said he would 
pXrVXe inWernal & e[Wernal conYergence. ³We Zill need Wo eqXaliVe Whe pa\menWV aYailable Wo farm erV,´ he 
said. There were proposals on the table. His fellow Law & Justice Party colleague ZbignieZ KXĨmiXk (ECR) 
raiVed Whe iVVXe of Whe concenWraWion of land. ³IW haV gone Woo far,´ Whe CommiVVioner -designate responded. 
But he stressed that the EU could not in Werfere in Member SWaWe properW\ laZV. KXĨmiXk Zondered if he 
coXld help b\ looking aW Whe definiWion of an acWiYe farmer. The Member of Whe CoXrW of AXdiWorV agreed. ³ThiV 
would be one of Whe remedieV,´ he Vaid. Ireland¶V GUE/NGL MEP LXke Ming Flanagan reminded 
WojciechoZVki WhaW he came ³from Whe Vame poliWical VWable aV Whe BriWiVh Prime MiniVWer,´ recalling 
JohnVon¶V deVcripWion of climate protestors aV ³crXVWieV´. WojciechoZVki inViVWed WhaW he ZaV ³Yer\ mXch 
attached to the idea that European agricXlWXre VhoXld be in line ZiWh enYironmenWal reqXiremenWV.´ Following 
the hearing, the Castlerea (Co. Roscommon) man later tweeted WhaW ³an\one Zho iV µWoo green¶ for Whe 
@EPP haV Wo be a poViWiYe.´   
 Austrian MEP Simone Schmiedtbauer (EPP) stressed the need to avoid an exodus from rural areas 
because of the effect of budget cuts on smaller farms. The Pole pointed out that the Member States had 
already increased financing. ³MainWaining Whe liabiliW\ oYer all areaV VhoXld be Whe main WaVk for the rural 
deYelopmenW fXnd,´ Vhe Vaid. The Austrian wondered how more can be done on implementing climate goals 
at a time when there is less money. ³I am read\ Wo fighW,´ Whe ZoXld-be Commissioner asserted. ³I am read\ 
to stand against all other members of the CommiVVion. YoX can coXnW on me.´Juozas Olekas, a Lithuanian 
SocialiVW, Vaid ³Woda\ Ze haYe heard more concreWe anVZer Wo oXr qXeVWionV.´ He ZaV ³Yer\ happ\ aboXW 
WhaW.´ HiV qXeVWion ZaV aboXW Vpecific acWion Wo enhance rXral infraVWrXcWXre & ZhaW Whe  new Commissioner 
ZoXld do aboXW conYergence. ³I¶ll do all I'll be able Wo do aboXW conYergence,´ WojciechoZVki aVVXred him. ³I 
ZanW conYergence Wo happen aV Voon aV poVVible.´ IneqXaliW\ beWZeen Member States should be stopped. 
Former Agriculture Commissioner Dacian Cioloú, noZ leader of Renew Europe, told the Polish politician that 
³WhiV Wime \oX are mXch more engaging & mXch more concreWe in \oXr anVZerV.´ ³ThiV iV ZhaW Ze need.´ 
All eyes on new AGRI Cabinet: NoZ WhaW WojciechoZski is ³home & dr\´, all e\es now turn to the formation 
of his Cabinet. Maciej Golubiewski, a Polish diplomat at the European External Action Service (Brussels, 
Beirut), currently heading Poland¶s Consulate General in New York (since Jan 2017), is emerging as the key 
candidate for the role of Chef de Cabinet. The former Deputy Chief of Mission at the EU delegation to 
Lebanon (Sept 2014-Oct 2016) & International Relations Officer on Syria (based in Brussels) is understood 
to be fluent in Polish, English, French, German & Russian. A French female official (from DG AGRI services) 
is being mooted as Deputy Chef de Cabinet. Magdalena Majerczyk, agri advisor for the ECR group, is 
understood to be a ³dead cert´ for a senior Cabinet position (possibly working on relations with the EU 
institutions). The EP official, with nearly two decades of experience in the House, has been a key figure in 
the run-up to the hearings. The µpreYioXs¶ Head of Private Office in the Luxembourg-based European Court 
of Auditors (ECA) is Kinga WiĞnieZska-Danek (daughter of ECR MEP JadZiga WiĞnieZska), Zhile his 
personal assistant for the last 15 years is Anna Chuchla. Both are hotly tipped to join him in Brussels - 
though iW¶s XnsXre which jobs they will get. An ³AXsWrian or a German´ is being floated as a possibility, with 
some other prominent names also circulating at the time of going to press. More clarity on the final line-up is 
expected in the coming days.  

Hearing on US tariffs planned for Oct 14: AGRI MEPs will gather for an extraordinary meeting with 
outgoing Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmström on Monday afternoon (Oct 14) from 4pm to discuss the 
potential impact of US punitive tariffs (worth $7.5 billion or ¼6.9bn) on European agri & industrial goods 
folloZing laVW Zeek¶V deciVion by the WTO in the long-running Airbus/Boeing dispute [see AF76-19]. The 
Dispute Settlement Body will convene from 9am in Geneva on the same day, where members are 
expected to formally endorse the decision. In tandem, Agriculture Ministers are expected to discuss the 
ruling when they meet for the Council in Luxembourg on Monday ± Whe laVW Xnder Hogan¶V WenXre aV the 
bloc¶V Farm chief.  
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TIMMERMANS PUSHES GREEN MESSAGE IN CONFIDENT DISPLAY AT EP HEARING 

Commission Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans came out fighting for a greener EU at his hearing 
before MEPV \eVWerda\ eYening (OcW 8). In hiV confidenW piWch for Whe job of piloWing Whe µEXropean Green 
Deal, the Dutch Socialist politician clashed with right-Zing MEPV, Zho qXeVWioned Whe CommiVVion¶V neZ 
climate & environment focussed direction, in a polished performance that delivered a strong message, 
largely well-received by euro-deputies. During the course of the 3-hour audition, the graduate in French 
language & literature spoke largely in English, but also in French, Italian & his native Dutch.  [Though not 
required at this meeting, the notable linguist is also fluent in Russian]. Referring to what needs to be done on 
environment & climate, he told COMENVI (ZiWh aVVociaWed ITRE & TRAN CommiWWeeV) WhaW ³WhiV iV noW going 
Wo be eaV\.´ ³We are faced ZiWh a challenge WhaW iV WrXl\ e[iVWenWial.´ ECON, AGRI & REGI MEPs were also 
invited to attend the confirmation hearing. ³The Green Deal can help VolYe problemV & improYe life,´ Whe 
Labour Party (Partij van de Arbeid) politician said, promising a new climate law within 100 days to enshrine 
in legiVlaWion Whe EU¶V 2050 climaWe neXWraliW\ objecWiYe. The acWion alread\ Waken b\ Whe EU W o tackle climate 
change had noW harmed Whe EXropean econom\. AV Voon aV poVVible, he ZoXld ³pXW forZard legiVlaWiYe 
propoValV WhaW Zill help XV Wo redXce emiVVionV b\ aW leaVW 50%, or eYen beWWer, b\ 55%,´ b\ 2030.  
³We Zill preVenW a robXVW & ambiWioXV biodiYerViW\ VWraWeg\ for 2030,´ Whe former DXWch Foreign MiniVWer 
(2012-2014) elaboraWed. ³AV ZiWh climaWe, Ze VhoXld lead on WhiV ZorldZide.´ One Za\ Wo do WhaW ZaV in Whe 
food VecWor, VomeWhing Zhich ZoXld be VeW oXW in Whe forWhcoming VXVWainable µFarm W o Fork SWraWeg\¶. 
            Dutch MEP Esther de Lange (EPP) raised the question of the effect on communities of closing 
coalmineV. ³We haYe goW Wo look afWer oXr oZn VecWorV,´ Vhe Vaid. TimmermanV poinWed oXW WhaW hiV 
forebearV had been minerV. ³SomeWimeV iW¶V Yer\ difficXlW for WhaW WranViWion Wo be a VmooWh proceVV,´ he Vaid. 
³We haYe goW oXr dXW\ Wo help WhoVe regionV Wo a neZ econom\.´ SZediVh SocialiVW J\WWe GXWeland called for 
³Vpecific immediaWe acWion´ Wo eliminaWe Whe riVe  in temperatures to 1.5°. The would-be Executive Vice-
President said that argument would be more conYincing ³if Ze can back iW Xp ZiWh Vcience & reVearch.´ 
SWXdieV Zere cXrrenWl\ being XnderWaken. ³I Zill be e[Wremel\ VXrpriVed if Whe oXWcome Zill be an\Whing oWher 
than 55% by 2030. For ReneZ EXrope, Finland¶V NilV TorYaldV, aVked if Where ZaV VXfficienW fle[ibiliW\ in 
legiVlaWion Wo make iW happen. ³Man\ DirecWiYeV Zill haYe Wo be reneZed,´ TimmermanV reVponded, adding 
WhaW ³indXVWr\ haV Zoken Xp Wo WhiV.´ IWalian Lega eXro -deputy Silvia Sardone (ID group) accused the 
CommiVVion of ³hanging from Whe lipV of GreWa ThXnberg.´ ³ConVider Where are people aroXnd Zho don¶W haYe  
a roof oYer Wheir headV,´ Vhe Vaid. ³ThiV iV a hXge markeWing e[erciVe.´ The neZ EXropean Green Deal ZaV 
³compleWel\ XnobWainable & ideological.´ TimmermanV¶V anVZer, in IWalian, ZaV direcW. ³HoZ Zeak do \oXr 
arguments have to be if you resort to attacking a 16-year-old girl?,´ he Vaid, Wo applaXVe from MEPV. The 
eloquent orator reminded the 36-year-old politician from Milan that renewal energy had become cheaper 
Whan conYenWional. She reVponded ZiWh ³hoZ Zeak doeV Whe CommiVVion haYe Wo be Zhen \oX have the hide 
behind the skirt of a 16-year-old girl?´ ³Do \oX reall\ Whink WhaW Whe boWWleV on IWalian beacheV floaW  in from the 
Far EaVW?,´ Whe DXWchman aVked, reVponding Wo Sardone¶V inViVWence WhaW oWher parWV of Whe Zorld Zere 
reVponVible for pollXWion. He ZoXld Wake WhaW meVVage Wo IWal\, ³Wo \oXr conVWiWXenWV.´  The ECR¶V Ale[andr 
Vondra said, with a hint of sarcasm, ³Zelcome Wo Whe reYolXWion.´ ³I¶m concerned WhaW Whe EXropean Green 
Deal Zill coVW XV more Whan oXr VocieWieV are able Wo VXVWain,´ Whe C]ech poliWician & former Defence MiniVWer 
(2010-2012) ZenW on. ³On WhiV Ze diVagree,´ Vaid TimmermanV. ³We VhoXld make a convincing argument « 
WhaW Whe\ VhoXld green Wheir Wa[ V\VWem,´ he stated.   
SinkeYiþiXV makes climate pledge at EP hearing: LiWhXania¶V CommiVVioner-designate Virginijus 
SinkeYiþiXV (Environment & Oceans) pledged to address biodiversity loss, deliver on the zero pollution 
ambition & work on a new circular economy action plan during his 5-year mandate. At his confirmation 
hearing before the Environment, Public Health & Food Safety and Fisheries Committees (Oct 3), the former 
Minister of Economy & Innovation (2017-present) said his key priority, if confirmed, would be ³Wo make the 
Green Deal a reality on the groXnd.´ Under the leadership of Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans, 
the 28-year-old politician from the Lithuanian Farmers & Greens Union, pledged to represent Europe at the 
Convention for Biological Diversity in China next year. Having completed a Bachelor of Economic & Social 
Studies in Aberystwyth University (2009-2012), with a Master of Arts in European Studies from Maastricht 
University, SinkeYiþiXs has been Deputy Leader of the agrarian political party since 2016. 
  Switching between Lithuanian & English, he vowed to deliver ³neZ standards for biodiYerViW\,´ in trade, 
industry, agriculture & the economy and called on MEPs to ³help in mainstreaming biodiversity across EU & 
national policies.´ He also plans to extend circular economy policies to new sectors such as textiles, food & 
the information & communications technology sector. SinkeYiþiXV said the µFarm to Fork¶ initiative ³haV to be 
a very good tool to halt deforeVWaWion.´ ³ForeVWs have to be protected & mainWained,´ he continued, while ³we 
have to know what the supply chain is « it must be a deforestation-free supply chain.´ ³We need to liVWen´ to 
climate protests, he stated, adding that the recent marches across the globe showed his generation was 
ready to take action. On fisheries, the former member of the Lithuanian Parliament (Seimas) pledged to fully 
implement the Common Fisheries Policy & its upcoming evaluation, insisting that the EU must remain a 
global leader for sustainable fisheries & ocean governance. The hearing was co-chaired by Chair of the 
Environment Committee Pascal Canfin (Renew Europe, FR) & his colleague Chris Davies (Renew Europe, 
UK) in charge of Fisheries. COMAGRI was an associated Committee.  
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COPA-COGECA CALLS FOR FARM-FRIENDLY CLIMATE MEASURES IN µGREEN DEAL¶  
Farm organisation Copa-Cogeca wrote to Executive Vice-President designate Frans Timmermans ahead of 
his EP hearing on Oct 8 with a list of proposals on climate mitigation in the sector. They want to see the 
coVWV borne b\ all parWV of Whe food chain in a V\VWem Zhich WakeV inWo accoXnW indXVWr\¶V conWribXWion 
through carbon sequestration, helps to change energy use & recognises the need to be open to new 
technology.  
 In a four-page letter* (dated Oct 7), Secretary-General Pekka Pesonen reminds the Dutch politician that 
³farmerV are Whe firVW Wo feel Whe impacW of climaWe change & mXVW cope ZiWh Whe increasing cost of adaptation 
& miWigaWion.´ In moYing to a carbon neutral economy, iW iV ³fXndamenWal Wo deVign VXVWainable policieV & 
programmes that accompany our farmers & their cooperatives towards this transition & recognize the 
importance of existing WoolV.´ The lobby organisation ZanWV Wo Vee carbon VeqXeVWraWion ³Waken inWo accoXnW 
Zhen implemenWing Whe legiVlaWiYe inVWrXmenWV on climaWe,´ ZiWh a carbon markeW or crediWing VchemeV.  
There¶V a call for a farm energ\ programme Wo redXce on-farm consumption of fossil fuels & increase 
substitution by renewables. The umbrella group also stresses that the European Green Deal should include 
a new forestry strategy. PeVonen callV on farmerV¶ behalf for Whe XVe of ³cXWWing -edge technologies such as 
new plant breeding techniques, artificial intelligence (AI) & digiWal WechnologieV.´ A chapter on climate change 
should be included in all trade agreements, while Copa-Cogeca advises considering carbon border taxes 
³ZiWh care´ becaXVe they may increase input costs. FarmerV need ³enYironmenWal legiVlaWion WhaW recogniVeV 
their efforts & gives them enough flexibility to use natural resources more efficiently, while ensuring food 
securiW\,´ Whe Vice-President designate is told. Producers also want the EU to make sure thaW ³planW & animal 
genes & genetic natural traits which can be found in nature or obtained through m utagenesis are not 
paWenWable.´ On plans for a circular economy & Whe µFarm Wo Fork¶ Strategy for sustainable food, Pesonen 
notes the success of the EU in finding alternatives to fossil-based materials & calls for the updated Bio-
economy SWraWeg\ Wo be ³a ke\ componenW of Whe EXropean Green Deal.´ Hailing from a family farm in Juva 
in Savo County (Eastern Finland), the former State Secretary (Jan 2005-April 2007) also reminds the Dutch 
politician WhaW Whe coVW of implemenWing a neZ polic\ mXch be ³borne b\ all, from farmerV and proceVVerV Wo 
reWailerV & conVXmerV,´ ZiWh Whe moVW YXlnerable proWecWed from XninWended conVeqXenceV.  
 

BREXIT TALKS STALLED AS UK ACCUSED OF PLAYING ³BLAME GAME´ 

Any further substantive negotiations on a Brexit deal are unlikely following a telephone call between UK 
Prime MiniVWer BoriV JohnVon & German\¶V Chancellor Angela Merkel on OcW 8 & Whe BriWiVh goYernmenW'V 
decision to release iWV apparenWl\ Vlanged YerVion. A µDoZning SWreeW VoXrce¶, XnderVWood Wo be JohnVon¶V 
conWroYerVial adYiVor Dominic CXmmingV, briefed joXrnaliVWV WhaW Whe call ZiWh Merkel ³VhoZed Whe EU haV 
adopWed a neZ poViWion.´ The German leader thinks the bloc ³has a YeWo on XV leaYing Whe EU,´ Whe µVoXrce¶ 
Vaid. Merkel had Wold her BriWiVh coXnWerparW WhaW Whe UK coXld noW leaYe Whe EU ³ZiWhoXW leaYing NorWhern 
Ireland behind in a cXVWomV Xnion & in fXll alignmenW foreYer.´ She had alVo Vaid WhaW ³Ireland mXVW aW le ast 
haYe a YeWo on NorWhern Ireland leaYing.´ The µVoXrce¶ Vaid WhaW Whe Welephone e[change meanW a ³deal iV 
eVVenWiall\ impoVVible noW jXVW noZ bXW eYer,´ adding WhaW ³iW alVo made clear Whe\ are Zilling Wo Worpedo Whe 
Good Frida\ AgreemenW.´ German officials refused to comment on what was supposed to be a private call, 
while political commentators noted that the remarks sounded very unlike anything that would have been said 
b\ Whe coXnWr\¶V XVXall\ meaVXred & diplomaWic leader. Council President Donald Tusk told Johnson over 
TZiWWer \eVWerda\ (OcW 8) WhaW ³ZhaW¶V aW VWake iV noW Zinning Vome VWXpid blame game.´ ³AW VWake iV Whe 
fXWXre of EXrope & Whe UK aV Zell aV Whe VecXriW\ & inWereVWV of oXr people,´ he ZenW on. ³YoX don¶W ZanW a 
deal, \oX don¶W ZanW an e[WenVion, \oX don¶W ZanW Wo reYoke, qXo YadiV?´ Ireland¶V Tánaiste Simon Coveney 
reVponded Wo TXVk ZiWh ³hard Wo diVagree - reflecWV Whe frXVWraWion acroVV EU & Whe enormiW\ of ZhaW¶V aW 
VWake for XV all.´ ³We remain open Wo finali]e a fair Bre[iW deal but need a UK Govt willing to work with EU to 
geW iW done,´ the Corkman said.  
 EP President David Sassoli came out of a meeting with Johnson at Downing Street yesterday afternoon 
(Oct 8), saying the UK proposals [see AF75-19] Zere ³noW immediaWel\ operable´ & a ³long Zay from 
something to which the ParliamenW coXld agree.´ The EP ZoXld noW agree Wo propoValV WhaW Xndermine Whe 
Good Frida\ AgreemenW, he Vaid. ³There are WZo alWernaWiYeV Wo a deal aW WhiV jXncWXre: E[WenVion or no 
deal,´ Whe IWalian SocialiVt MEP went on. Sassoli also met House of Commons Speaker John Bercow & told 
Whe BriWiVh parliamenWarian WhaW Whe EP ZoXld VXpporW a UK reqXeVW for an ArWicle 50 e[WenVion, ³in  order to 
haYe Wime for a general elecWion or a referendXm.´ The former joXrnaliV t, originally from Florence, said that 
BercoZ & he had ³fXll\ agreed on Whe imporWanW role WhaW oXr parliamenWV pla\ in Whe Bre[iW proceVV.´ There 
ZaV ³a common aZareneVV WhaW a diVorderl\ e[iW of Whe UK from Whe EU ZoXld be againVW Whe inWereVWV of 
British & EXropean ciWi]enV.´ WiWh WalkV in WroXble & no Vign of BrXVVelV accepWing JohnVon¶V blueprint, the 
focus is on whether the UK Premier Zill acWXall\ do ZhaW he iV legall\ obliged Wo do Xnder Whe µBenn AcW¶, WhaW 
is write to EU leaders requesting an extension of the Article 50 deadline. Parliament is due to reassemble on 
Oct 14, for a QXeen¶V Speech, outlining a new government programme. EU heads of state & government 
gather in Brussels on Oct 17-18. With no signs of a breakthrough, there are suggestions that Johnson might 
noW eYen WXrn Xp. The embaWWled leader haV XnWil OcW 19, Xnder Whe µBenn AcW¶, Wo geW a deal or Vend a 
request to the EU-27 for an extension. 
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NFU anger at UK tariff plans: The England & Wales National Farmers Union (NFU) has reacted angrily to a 
UK government update* on tariffs after a no deal Brexit which threatens to remove protection for key sectors 
including cereals, eggs, fruit & vegetables & some dairy. NFU President Minette Batters said Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson had ³missed a real opportXniW\ Wo back BriWiVh farmerV.´ ³We Zill Vee, from da\ one, farm 
bXVineVVeV facing neZ, high WariffV on mXch of Whe 60% of oXr e[porWV WhaW go inWo Whe EU,´ Vhe noWed, ³Zhile 
tariffs on goods coming into the UK will be set far, far lower & in many caVeV Zon¶W be applied aW all.´ ³British 
egg farmers, cereal farmers, our horticultural growers & many of our dairy farmers will have zero pro WecWion,´ 
she complained. The UK was ³in danger of opening Xp Whe coXnWr\ to imported food which would be illegal to 
be prodXced here.´ ³Border WariffV haYe Yer\ liWWle impacW on reWail food priceV,´ BaWWerV e[plained, bXW Whe\ 
coXld ³haYe a maVViYe impacW on Whe YiabiliW\ of farm bXVineVVeV & oXr abiliW\ Wo prodXce hig h quality, great 
BriWiVh food.´ The Wiltshire farmer & co-foXnder of Whe µLadieV in Beef¶ campaign  preferred ³offering Vome 
limiWed Wariff proWecWion & managing YolXmeV WhroXgh a V\VWem of imporW qXoWaV,´ creaWing ³Whe righW balance 
between protecting the interests of domestic producers & keeping retail food priceV Xnder conWrol.´ 
*See https://www.gov.uk/government/news/temporary-tariff-regime-updated 
 
TRADE UPDATES: EU GIs gain greater international recognition; EU-Oz trade talks (Oct 14);  
EU GIs gain greater international recognition:  The Council this week (Oct 7) adopted a legal package 
VeWWing Whe legal baViV for Whe EU¶V acceVVion Wo Whe Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement, relating to the 
protection of Geographical Indications (GIs). The so-called Lisbon Agreement - first adopted in 1958 - is a 
special pact under Article 19 of the Paris Convention for the Protection of Intellectual Property. The treaty - 
administered by the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO)* - currently comprises 28 members inc. 
Algeria, Burkina Faso, Congo, Cuba, Gabon, Georgia, Iran, Israel, Peru & Togo, as well as seven EU 
Member States (FR, HU, BG, CZ, SK, PT & IT). In May 2015, the Agreement was rev ised through the 
µGeneYa AcW¶. The amendment - which followed talks since 2008 - widened the scope of the treaty to cover 
all GIs & allowed the membership of intergovernmental organisations, notably the EU [see AF35-15]. The 
move sought to grant greater legal certainty to GIs in the 28 member countries & allow members to secure 
protection for appellations of origins (AO) through a single registration. At the time, the US, Argentina, 
Australia & Japan slammed the plan, saying it failed to adequately protect common food names & existing 
intellectual property rights.  
 Commenting earlier in the week, EU Farm CommiVVioner Phil Hogan Vaid iW ZaV a ³VWep forZard Wo beWWer 
proWecW oXr geographical indicaWionV aW a mXlWilaWeral leYel « Whe\ mirror Whe EU¶V YalXable geographical 
diversity, authenticity & know-hoZ, in WermV of agricXlWXral prodXcWV, food & drinkV.´  ThiV memberVhip ³Zill 
add on Wo Whe proWecWion alread\ granWed WhroXgh inWernaWional bilaWeral agreemenWV,´ Whe incoming Trade 
chief added. Once the bloc joins the international registration V\VWem, ³iW Zill enable Whe rapid, high-level & 
indefinite protection of all types of European GIs inc. food, wine, handicrafts in all current & future parties 
belonging Wo Whe GeneYa AcW,´ DG AGRI officialV oXWline.  The relevant acts will now be published in Whe EU¶V 
Official Journal & will enter into force 20 days after publication. The bloc will officially join the Geneva Act 
three months later. *See www.wipo.int; 
EU-Oz resume bilateral trade talks: EU-Australia chief negotiators will gather in Canberra next week (Oct 
14-18) for the 5th round of bilateral trade talks, where both sides are expected to exchange market access 
offers on the full range of tariff lines, with the exception of sensitive products such as beef, sheepmeat, 
sugar, rice & dairy. Some, but not all of the dairy lines, will be put on the table, it seems. The Australian 
Chief Negotiator is Alison Burrows (First Assistant Secretary at the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs 
& Trade), while Helena König, DG TRADE Deputy Director-General since May 2018, heads up the EU¶V 
negotiating team.   
 Based on rumours* circulating at the time of going to press, DG AGRI Director for International Affairs 
John Clarke is being touted as a possible contender to take over as DG TRADE Director in charge of Asia & 
Latin America (Directorate C). The post - left vacant since K|nig¶V promotion last summer - would cover the 
Far East, South & East Asia, Australia & New Zealand as well as Latin America. The senior EU official, well-
known for his polished negotiating skills & eloquent turn of phrase, has close ties with incoming Trade 
Commissioner Phil Hogan. Clarke was an instrumental player on the DG AGRI side in getting recent deals 
with Mercosur, Mexico & Japan over the line. As one commentator put it, the veteran Fine Gael politician will 
be looking for a ³legacy´ & he knows the experienced Yorkshireman would ³deliver on key trade accords with 
Australia, New Zealand & Mercosur (final steps).´ *Based on pure speculation in agri circles, nothing has 
been confirmed at this stage;   
 

IN BRIEF: KXU] in WalkV Wo foUm AT goY; PoUWXgal¶V CoVWa ZinV; µWeimaU TUiangle¶ on CAP;  
Kurz in talks to form new Austrian government: Sebastian Kurz, who served as Austrian Chancellor until 
May 28, has been in talks to form a new government following his parW\¶V victory in the recent general 
election on Sept 29. KXr]¶V AXVWrian People'V ParWy (Österreichische Volkspartei - ÖVP) gained 71, up 9, of 
the 183 seats in the National Council (Nationalrat), winning but falling short of the required majority. The 
Social Democratic Party of Austria (SPÖ) won 40 seats, down 12, while the right-wing Freedom Party FPÖ 
got 31 seats, down 20. The Green Party won 26 seats, having had none before, while the liberal NEOS party 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/temporary-tariff-regime-updated
http://www.wipo.int/
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won 15 seats, up 5. Born & raised in Meidling, 12 th district of Vienna, Kurz met SPÖ & FPÖ parties yesterday 
(Oct 8) & was set to meet the Greens & NEOS earlier today (Oct 9). Brigitte Bierlein, an independent 
politician & lawyer, has fulfilled the role of Chancellor since June 3, following KXr]¶ reVignaWion over the 
µIbi]a¶ affair [see AF40-19] on May 28.  
Portugal's Costa wins election: Portugal faces lengthy coalition negotiations following the victory of the  
ruling Socialist Party (PS), led by António Costa, in parliamentary elections for the Assembleia da República 
over the weekend (Oct 6). CoVWa¶V parW\ gained 20 VeaWV, giYing iW a WoWal of 106 of Whe 230 in Whe legiVlaWXre - 
ten short of a majority. The Social Democratic Party (PSD), which are on the centre-right were down 12 at 77 
seats. The Left Bloc held an unchanged 19 seats. The Democratic Unity Coalition (CDU), which allies 
Communists & Greens, held 12 seats down five. Costa had ruled as Prime Minister since the previous 
election in 2015 at the head of a coalition including Communists & the Left Bloc. The Portuguese 
government announced on Oct 8 that the President of the Republic, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, had 
nominated Costa as Prime Minister, after consultations with the political pa rties. Once official results have 
been published, the Assembleia da República will meet & a new government will be sworn in & present its 
programme, it said. Council President Donald Tusk wrote to the new Premier on Oct 7, congratulating him 
³Zarml\´ & e[preVVing Whe ³WrXVW WhaW oYer Whe ne[W legiVlaWXre & Xnder \oXr leaderVhip, PorWXgal Zill conWinXe 
Wo enjo\ poliWical VWabiliW\, Vocial coheVion & economic proVperiW\.´ The PoliVh poliWician ³looked forward´ to 
welcoming the election winner to the crucial EU Summit later this month (Oct 17-18). 
PL, DE & FR Farm Ministers call for strong CAP:  Agriculture Ministers from Poland, Germany & France 
have agreed that the CAP must remain a key EU policy & be properly funded to fulfil its role in tackling 
climate change. Gathering in Warsaw (Oct 7), Ministers in the so-called µWeimar Triangle¶ - a loose grouping 
of the three countries - VWreVVed WhaW Whe CAP ³iV & Vhall remain an imporWanW EU polic\.´ In a 3-page joint 
declaration signed by Ministers Jan Krzysztof Ardanowski (PL), Didier Guillaume (FR) & Julia Klöckner (DE), 
they described the framework as ³an imporWanW inVWrXmenW for implemenWing Whe goalV of a EXrope 
undergoing unification, guaranteeing food sovereignty & contributing to the economic via bility of farms & 
rXral areaV.´ IW mXVW remain a market-oriented policy & meet the expectations of European society, they 
agreed. The three politicians also note that European agriculture is increasingly open to international 
markets because of trade liberalisation & inViVW WhaW ³iW iV neceVVar\ WhaW imporWV reVpecW Whe leYel of 
standards reqXired b\ EXropean conVXmerV.´ There¶V praiVe for Whe role of Whe CAP in mainWaining Whe 
attractiveness of rural areas, generating economic development & the modernisation of the agri -food sector. 
It also plays a key role in fostering innovation, supporting less favoured areas & encouraging young farmers 
into the industry. The trio also agreed WhaW Whe CAP conWribXWeV Wo Wackling climaWe change, b\ ³accompan\ing 
the transition towards more sustainable production systems in a harmonized framework at the European 
leYel.´ The\ Va\ WhaW increaVing ambiWionV on enYironmenW, climaWe & animal Zelfare, ³VhoXld go hand in 
hand with providing appropriate fXndV for Wheir implemenWaWion.´ There¶V a call to develop cooperation on 
research & innovation & a commitment to encourage cooperation on science & research under Horizon 2020 
& the next Horizon Europe programme. On the forthcoming Brexit deadline (Oct 31), they express their 
commitment to an orderly UK withdrawal, but say they are prepared for no deal. They call on the EU¶V 
executive Wo be ³aV reacWiYe aV poVVible in caVe of markeW diVWXrbanceV.´ Ardanowski & his two counterparts 
stress the importance of small-holders & insist the CAP should provide effective instruments to protect & 
deYelop Whem. The Whree adYocaWe ³mXlWi-functional development of small farms or family farms as a key 
elemenW of rXral YiWaliW\.´ The laVW Wime Whe Weimar Triangle¶V µagri componenW¶ meW ZaV in Le Mans - around 
two hours from Paris - in Oct 2016, where they called for financial support to combat the spread of African 
Swine Fever [see AF77-16].  
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 POLISH COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE PROVIDES :RITTEN RESPONSES TO EP¶S COMAGRI 
 FUTURE EU BUDGET CHIEF HAHN WANTS MFF TALKS WRAPPED UP BY CHRISTMAS 

 WASHINGTON READIES PUNITIVE TARIFFS ON EU EXPORTS IN AIRBUS/BOEING DISPUTE 

 IN BRIEF: O¶FODKHUW\ swaps agri-trade for high tech; EFSA consultation; 2
nd

 Reference centre; GI;  

 TIMETABLE: Week ahead;  
 

POLISH COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE  PROVIDES :RITTEN RESPONSES TO EP¶S COMAGRI  
Poland¶s candidate for the new Commission, Janusz Wojciechowski, has provided an extensive list of written 
responses to the EP¶s Committee on Agriculture & Rural Development, ahead of a special meeting of the 
Agri Coordinators tomorrow afternoon (Oct 7). The move follows his lacklustre 3 -hour confirmation hearing 
on Oct 1, where he came across as ill-prepared, vague & lacking on technical knowledge. In a 16-page 
document (in English) forwarded to COMAGRI members late on Friday evening (Oct 4) - all other linguistic 
versions are due by noon on Oct 7 - the former Vice-President of the Agri Committee (2004-2016) has 
sought to clarify a number of issues related to the European Green Deal, CAP reform (capping, redistributive 
payment, internal convergence, Strategic Plans & small-holders), innovation, sustainable farming systems, 
pesticide use & the Multi-annual Financial Framework (2021-2027). 

In specific terms, Wojciechowski underlines that the European Green Deal & “in particular the Farm to 
Fork Strategy will provide the framework for a long-term vision for rural areas, of which agriculture will play 
an important part.” It will “address key issues  related to farming methods & how we can produce food safely 
& sustainably,” he adds. The former member of the European Court of Auditors (since 2016) & ex -MEP 
(2004-2016) states that organic farming can play an important role in the context of the Europea n Green 
Deal “in order to address climate change & reach the objective of zero pollution”, with the right -wing Law & 
Justice (PiS) pledging to submit to MEPs a “European Action Plan to promote organic farming.”  On New 
Breeding Techniques, he was non-committal, saying the dossier fell under the remit of his (future) colleague 
Stella Kyriakides. In response to a question on the target of 50% reduction of pesticide use by 2025, he said 
the Sustainable Use of Pesticides Directive - under Commissioner-designate Kyriakides¶ remit - “provides a 
strong framework for Member States & farmers to reduce their dependency on pesticides.” Integrated Pest 
Management is a “valuable tool” to achieve this, he adds.   

 When asked about his position concerning capping & the redistributive payment, he is sanguine that 
“compulsory capping clearly benefits family farms” - an issue, he says, that is close to his heart. Direct 
support must be targeted at genuine farmers “or in other words those who mainly depend on farming to earn 
their living,” he outlines, in order to “improve the public perception of the CAP & its performance.”  
Wojciechowski supports the move towards “full internal convergence … in due time,” saying he was aware 
that “differences in the level of basic payment per hectare between farmers in the same Member State 
persist.” Commenting more broadly on CAP reform, the former High Court Judge (1991-1993) expresses his 
conviction that the Commission¶s proposals “provide a good basis for discussions on the future of Europe¶s 
agricultural policy.” He stands ready “to consider adapting the proposal where there is consensus between 
the co-legislators,” while underlining that the blueprint was “not a ‘carte blanche¶ for Member States” as there 
are “carefully designed safeguards within a strong framework of common rules at EU level.”  He was clear 
that there would be “much stronger l inks between the CAP & delivering on the objectives & targets of EU 
legislation on the environment & climate” – on climate change, energy, water, air quality, biodiversity & 
pesticides.  

On innovation, the 64-year-old politician states that “farmers need to take ownership of new technologies, 
new business models & new forms of cooperation.”  He highlights the role of the European Innovation 
Partnership for Agricultural Productivity & Sustainability (EIP-AGRI) as an “effective instrument” in fostering 
innovation in areas related to water & soil management, pest/disease control, food quality, competitiveness 
of value chains & energy efficiency. The digitalisation of agriculture (internet of things, precision farming) is 
also key, as it has the “potential to foster the sustainability of the sector & of the whole value chain, from 
production to consumption.” If  confirmed, the former President of the Polish Supreme Audit Office (1995-
2001) made a promise to include an event related to research & agricultural innovation every time he visits a 
Member State.  

On animal welfare, he expressed concerns about “critical areas of implementation of current animal 
welfare rules in the EU,” citing in particular the “widespread use of the derogation to mutilation in pigs & tail -
docking … which needs to be addressed.”  He sees a direct correlation between the level of animal welfare & 
the need for the systematic use of antibiotics in farm animals & looks ahead to the entry into force of new 
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rules on the use of veterinary medicines at the beginning of 2022. Warsaw¶s Commission-hopeful also 
vowed to work closely with his fellow Commissioners-designate for Health & Trade to “ensure a  level playing 
field for EU farmers in the multilateral context.” In his last response, he pledged to “defend a strong budget 
for agriculture,” & described the draft on the future financial perspectives (2021-2027) as a “good basis for 
discussion.” The proposal, which includes a “moderate cut for the CAP,” he says, “strikes a fair & reasonable 
balance between the need for ensuring adequate funding for new priorities & for the more traditional policies 
such as CAP & Cohesion.” 

In terms of the next steps, Agri Coordinators will convene a meeting tomorrow afternoon (Oct 7)  from 3-
3.30pm to evaluate the additional written responses. Depending on the quality of the answers & if 
Coordinators, representing a two-thirds majority of Committee membership, give the green light, then the 
assessment letter would be approved. If they are still not satisfied with the replies, they may request a 
(shorter) second hearing (1½ hours) scheduled to take place on Tuesday morning (Oct 8) - starting at either 
9am or 11am. Any move to call a ‘resumed¶ hearing - a couple of days ahead of Poland¶s parliamentary 
elections (Oct 13) - would have to be approved by the EP¶s Conference of Presidents. The µQRUmal¶ 
COMAGRI would continue tomorrow afternoon (from 4.30pm) with MEPs to discuss opinions on Ukraine & 
the US beef TRQ, while there is an exchange of views planned with officials from DGs AGRI, COMP & 
TRADE on the long-term prospects for the beef sector (pending availability  due to rescheduling).  

 

FUTURE EU BUDGET CHIEF HAHN WANTS MFF TALKS WRAPPED UP BY CHRISTMAS 
Commissioner-designate for Budget & Administration, Johannes Hahn, is pushing for an agreement on the 
Multi-annual Financial Framework (MFF) by the end of this year. During his audition on Oct 3 before the EP¶s 
Budgets & Budgetary Control Committees (Legal Affairs C¶ttee was associated), the 61-year-old Austrian 
politician said he “would spare no effort to facilitate a timely agreement & avoid any damaging delays in the 
launch of the new 2021-2027 MFF programmes.” Returning to the chamber for a third time as 
Commissioner-designate, the Austrian People¶s Party politician (EPP) said the EU budget was a “policy cast 
in numbers,” describing it as a “key enabler & one of the most visible tools to illustrate the Community 
principles of subsidiarity & solidarity to its citizens.” It was  “vital to deploy financial resources … to help turn 
political guidelines into results,” he added, underlining the negative impact of a long-term budget any smaller 
than the one proposed by the EU¶s executive. The MFF proposal from the outgoing Commission was a “solid 
basis to work on,” he added, underlining the need to identify some “targeted adjustments to ensure that 
funds reach communities that are most in need.” Switching deftly between English & German, the outgoing 
Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy & Enlargement (since 2014) insisted that “under no 
circumstances … should the MFF plans end up lower than the Commission,” which he describes as 
“unimaginable.” Following some “movement among the more hard-line countries,” he vowed to “find allies,” 
pledging to go to the “different capitals that want a low budget,” if confirmed. 

The move to earmark 25% of the budget for climate change was “already ambitious, but not the end of 
the road,” Hahn stated, adding that Community funding was vital for digitalisation, innovation, research & 
education and the move towards the “green transition.” The long-term financial perspectives “should not be 
seen in isolation,” he added, but rather as a “crucial catalyst for public & private investments” to address 
climate change, foster innovation & encourage projects with a common European interest. The former 
Austrian Minister for Science & Research (2007-2010) said he was committed to the extension of ‘own 
resources¶ inc. the plastic bag levy, expansion of the ETS trading scheme to aviation & maritime transport 
and a cross-border carbon tax as floated by President-elect Ursula von der Leyen. Holding responsibility for 
Administration, Hahn committed to greater equality in the institutions. The ex-Commissioner for Regional 
Policy (2010-2014) pledged to deliver a “digital focused” agenda, with the Commission “leading by example.” 
When asked about contingency measures in the event of no agreement on the financial perspectives, he 
promised to do his “utmost to have an agreement in good time … to have a result by the end of the winter.” It 
was “not appropriate to talk about deadlines right now as it would vent pressure on the negotiators,” he 
outlined. Any contingency plans “would distract people from the central aim to get the MFF signed, sealed & 
delivered” & should only be used as a “last resort.” 

The Commission-hopeful also underlined the importance of the ‘Just Transition Fund,¶ aimed at 
supporting regions to move away from CO2 intensive industries & energy sources to more climate-friendly 
alternatives. Investment in technological upgrades towards a low-carbon economy & retraining is key to 
“accelerate the whole process & act as a catalyst to drive investment forward,” Hahn added. Chairs of the 
Budget Committee Johan Van Overtweldt (ECR, BE) & Budgetary Control Monika Hohlmeier (EPP, DE) 
steered discussions during the 3-hour hearing. A read-out of Lithuania¶s Commissioner-designate Virginijus 
SiQkeYiþiXV¶ hearing on Oct 3 as well as Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans (Oct 8) will follow in 
the next edition;   
 

WASHINGTON READIES PUNITIVE TARIFFS ON EU EXPORTS IN AIRBUS/BOEING DISPUTE  
The World Trade Organisation¶s arbitration panel authorised the US administration to introduce annual 
retaliatory tariffs up to a value of almost $7.5 billion on a range of European imports inc. wine, whiskey, 
olives, dairy products, cashmere sweaters, luxury goods & aircraft parts (Oct 2)*, in the 15-year 
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Airbus/Boeing legal battle over subsidies. The decision marks the largest award of its kind in the trade bloc¶s 
history. If Washington goes ahead with the punitive duties (from Oct 18) - 10% rate on large civil aircraft & 
25% on agricultural & other products - it will further aggravate EU-US trade relations, which have become 
increasingly strained over the past few months. On the basis of the 16-page final product list subjected to 
additional ad valorem duties, agricultural goods are targeted but in a very complicated way. The bulk of the 
tariffs are applicable to imports from Airbus¶s founding countries - the UK, FR, DE & ES - inc. single-malt 
Irish & Scotch Whiskies, olive oil, cheese, f rozen pigmeat, but food exports from all other EU countries are 
also targeted. Irish exports to the US such as Kerrygold butter, Bailey¶s Cream Liqueur, cheese, yoghurt & 
pork look set for hefty levies, with some commentators suggesting that the move serves as a “warning shot” 
from President Donald Trump to future Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan. Early next year, the Geneva-based 
trade body is expected to give Brussels the green light to impose its own tariffs on US imports in retaliation 
for subsidies that led to lost sales for Airbus.  

Commenting on the litigation case, EU Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmström said it would be “short-
sighted & counterproductive” for Washington to slap on  tariffs on EU goods, underlining that Brussels would 
be allowed to do the same in a parallel case over illegal subsidies granted to Boeing. The “mutual imposition 
of countermeasures … would only inflict damage on businesses & citizens on both sides of the Atlantic & 
harm global trade and the broader aviation industry at a sensitive time,” the outgoing Trade chief stated.  
Both sides could still reach a settlement & avoid the introduction of any additional levies, but no serious 
negotiations have taken place until now. If Washing ton decides “to impose WTO authorised 
countermeasures, it will be pushing the EU into a situation where we will have no other option than do the 
same,” the Swedish liberal politician explained. The EU¶s largest farm lobby Copa-Cogeca called on both 
parties to avoid any escalation in the long-running dispute & for their commitment to negotiate trade aspects 
in an orderly manner. The umbrella organisation supports Commission efforts to find mutually beneficial 
solutions for this “non-agricultural matter.” In reaction to the announcement, Secretary General Pekka 
Pesonen regretted that the “agricultural sector was once again paying the bill for a political decision on trade 
that has nothing to do with it.” “Farmers on both sides of the Atlantic need stability & trust in order  to make 
long-term investments to remain competitive & attractive,” he added. FoodDrinkEurope echoed this stance, 
with Director General Mella Frewen urging both parties to “engage in a constructive dialogue to swiftly 
resolve the aircraft disputes & avoid further escalation of trade tensions … all efforts should focus on a 
positive trade agenda, which aims to strengthen our long-standing transatlantic trade relations.”  Agriculture 
Ministers are expected to discuss the ruling when they meet in Luxembourg next week (Oct 14-15). 
*For more details see www.wto.org;   
 

IN BRIEF: O¶FODKHUW\ swaps agri-trade for high tech; EFSA consultation; 2
nd

 EU reference centre; GI;  
O¶FlaheUW\ swaps agri-trade for high tech: Lorcan O¶Flaherty, current Head of International Trade at the 
consultancy firm Hume Brophy, takes up his new post as Head of Public Policy & Government Relations at 
Google (EU HQ) in Dublin tomorrow (Oct 7). Now in his early thirties, the down-to-earth & perspicacious 
O¶Flaherty moved to Brussels in Jan 2010 & quickly emerged as a mover & shaker in the agri & international 
trade circle. Before climbing the ranks at one of the European capital¶s top consultancies Hume Brophy - 
from Account Manager in Oct 2013 to Director in Dec 2017 - he cut his teeth at the Permanent 
Representation during Ireland¶s Presidency, working directly with Dermot Ryan (the then SCA spokesperson) 
on the 2013 CAP reform. Prior to the 11-month stint at the Rep, he was the Regulatory Affairs Manager at 
FoodDrinkEurope (April 2010-Aug 2012). He graduated with an LLB in Law & European Studies from the 
University of Limerick in 2008 inc. a memorable spell working in Paris & completed a Master ¶s (Human 
Rights in Criminal Justice) in 2010. The proud Mountmeillick man, with West of Ireland lineage, was recently 
enlisted in the 2019 Directory of the ‘Top EU Public  Affairs Consultants¶ - as was his boss Jill Craig 
(Managing Director at HB). Well-connected to key decision-makers, O¶Flaherty is highly regarded by the 
soon-to-be Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan & his team. Described as a “class act” & a “pure gent” by those 
who know him, Lorcan will be missed in the Brussels¶ agri circle.  
EFSA launches public consultation on aflatoxins:  The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) this week 
launched a public consultation on the draft scientific opinion on the risks to public health related to the 
presence of aflatoxins in food. Aflatoxins are mycotoxins produced by two species of Aspergillus, a fungus 
found especially in areas with hot & humid climates. They are known to be genotoxic  (capable of damaging 
DNA) & carcinogenic. Scientists on the Panel on Contaminants in the Food Chain (CONTAM) state that the 
dietary exposure of the European population to aflatoxins - through contaminated grains & derived products 
as well as milk - raises a possible health concern. Interested parties must submit their written comments by 
Nov 15. *See www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/public-consultation-draft-scientific-opinion-

risks 
2

nd
 EU Reference Centre on poultry welfare:  The Commission has this week designated a second 

European Union Reference Centre for the welfare of poultry & other small farmed animal s, which aims at 
improving the enforcement of EU legislation applicable to those animals, such as laying hens, chicken s for 
meat production & other small farmed animals, inc. their transport & killing operation. Following a public 
selection process, the 2

nd
 Centre comprises a consortium formed by the Agence Nationale de Sécurité 

http://www.wto.org/
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Sanitaire de l¶Alimentation (FR), the Institut de Recerca I Tecnologia Agroalimentàries (ES) , Aarhus 
Universitet - Institut for Husdyrvidenskab (DK) & Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Lombardia e 
dell'Emilia Romagna (IT). Once up & running in 2020, the centre will provide technical support & coordinate 
assistance to EU countries in carrying out official controls in animal welfare & contribute to the dissemination 
of good practices. The consortium will also carry out scientific studies & deliver training courses. Knowledge 
transfer on research results & information on technical innovations are central planks of the consortium¶s 
work.   

EU Health Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis welcomed the designation, stating that it “confirms the 
Commission¶s consistent & long-term policy to support strong enforcement on animal welfare.” Following the 
designation of the first centre on the welfare of pigs  in March 2018, a second one on poultry & other small-
farmed animals “was essential since these animals are subject to intensive production methods,” the EU 
Health chief added. Meanwhile, the 6

th
 meeting of the EU Platform on Animal Welfare* will meet first thing in 

the morning (Oct 7) (web-streamed live). Launched in June 2017, the Platform allows Member States & 
stakeholders to share information & good practices. Kicking o ff the meeting at 9.30am with DG SANTE chief 
Anne Bucher in the chair, the agenda includes presentations on the main results of the Commission¶s 
subgroups on animal transport & the welfare of pigs as well as the ‘voluntary initiatives¶ created by members.  
DG SANTE officials will also present the achievements of the Platform since its establishment over 2 years 
ago & the activities of the 1

st
 EU Reference Centre on animal welfare. Commenting ahead of the gathering - 

the last under his tenure - Andriukaitis said “in light of climate change , environmental challenges & ethical 
concerns, I am convinced that the implementation & enforcement of animal welfare legislation are bound to 
remain a key issue for the incoming Commission.”  
*For more https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/welfare/eu-platform-animal-welfare/meetings_en 
Romanian smoked meat gets GI marker: The Commission gave the green light to the inclusion of the 
Romanian speciality µCkUQaĠi de PleúcRi¶ as a Geographical Indication (GI) in the Community Register this 
week. Originally, the Pleúcoi smoked sausage was made from meat (sheep & beef) & sheep¶s fat, chopped 
with bacon & seasoned with garlic, red hot pepper, thyme, basil & salt and smoked with beech wood. Over 
the years, the original recipe has changed somewhat, with goat meat occasionally replacing sheep meat. 
Since 2008, the µCkUQaĠi de PleúcRi¶ annual festival takes place to celebrate the delicacy, which has been 
consumed on Romanian territory since the 13

th
 century. The smoked meat will join around 1 450 agricultural 

products already protected in the DOOR portal.  

TIMETABLE: Week ahead (in Brussels unless otherwise stated), all Councils in Luxembourg; 
Oct 6   Portuguese general election; 
Oct 7 Justice & Home Affairs Council (&8) inc. EU action against corruption, application of the EU 

Charter of Fundamental Rights & state of play on migration; Special Committee on Agriculture 
(SCA) ahead of the Farm Council (Oct 14-15) - draft transitional regulation is not expected to be 
tabled ahead of meeting; Commission chief Jean-Claude Juncker meets Council President 
Donald Tusk & NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg for a working dinner; Health 
Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis participates at the 6

th
 meeting of the EU Platform on Animal 

Welfare; Andriukaitis also receives Hussein Kassim, Chair of the academic research project ‘The 
European CommissioQ: WheUe QRZ? WheUe Qe[W¶?; Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan receives 
Juan Manuel Moreno Bonilla, President of the Andalusian Government; Agriculture Ministers 
Didier Guillaume (FR) & Julia Klöckner (DE) join their Polish counterpart Jan Krzysztof 
Ardanowski for a meeting of the Weimar Triangle to sign a “common declaration ” in Warsaw; 
Commissioner for Internal Market & Industry ElĪbieta BieĔkowska delivers the opening speech at 
the 17

th
 European Week of Regions & Cities - https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/ at the EP 

(runs until Oct 10); EP President David Sassoli embarks on first European tour inc. meeting with 
French President Emmanuel Macron (7), German Chancellor Angela Merkel (8) & UK Premier 
Boris Johnson (8) on the MFF, Brexit & global challenges;   

Oct 8 Vice-President Jyrki Katainen in Sofia (BG) until Oct 8 - participates in an event on 
competitiveness, jobs & education, hosted by Education Bulgaria 2030, meets Deputy Premier 
Tomislav Donchev & Environment Minister Neno Dimov; Climate Action Commissioner Miguel 
Arias Cañete in San José (Costa Rica) until Oct 10, participates in the preCOP25 on Climate 
Change, delivers a speech at the high-level plenary, attends the Political Dialogue µHRZ WR 
iQcUeaVe Whe ambiWiRQ aQd acceleUaWe climaWe acWiRQ?¶ & the EUROCLIMA+ side event; 
Andriukaitis in Vilnius (LT) meets Ministers Aurelijus Veryga (Health), Andrius Palionis 
(Agriculture) & Viktoras Pranckietis, Speaker of the Seimas (Lithuanian Parliament); 
Environment Commissioner Karmenu Vella receives Kimmo Tiilikainen, Finland¶s State 
Secretary to the Minister for Agriculture & Forestry;  Hogan receives a delegation of elected 
members & officials from the Southern Regional Assembly & the Northern Western Regional 
Assembly of Ireland & attends a reception to launch Galway 2020 European Capital of Culture 
www.galway2020.ie; Hogan also speaks at event on µFiQaQciQg Whe BiR-economy ± From 
bRWWleQeck WR bUeakWhURXgh¶ at the Dutch Embassy to Belgium (from 2pm);  Innovation & Science 

https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/
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Commissioner Carlos Moedas delivers a keynote address on ‘evidence-informed policy making' 
with a particular focus on the activities developed with the Science Advice Mechanism & Group 
of Chief Scientific Advisors workshop at the EP;  

Oct 9 College meeting inc. Contribution to the European Summit (Oct 17-18) on the next Multi-annual 
Financial Framework (MFF) 2021-2027; Eurogroup; Juncker receives Martin Schulz, former EP 
President & addresses the mini-plenary on preparations ahead of the European Council (Oct 17-
18); 1

st
 Vice-President Frans Timmermans meets Bill Gates, Co-chair and Trustee of Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation; Cañete in San José, Costa Rica, attends the Political Dialogues 
µLRRkiQg fRU high-level elements foU aQ agUeemeQW RQ AUWicle 6¶ aQd µDamage & LRVVeV¶; 
Andriukaitis receives representatives of the Committee on Agriculture, Fisheries, Energy & 
Natural Resources (CAPERN) of the National Assembly of Québec, receives  Anders Olauson, 
Honorary President of the European Patients Forum & delivers a speech at the dinner on the 
occasion of the visit of high-ranking representatives of German Health Insurance Funds ;  

Oct 10 ECOFIN; Juncker receives President-elect Ursula von der Leyen; Katainen in Geneva 
(Switzerland), participates in a working lunch with Klaus Martin Schwab, Executive Chairman of 
the World Economic Forum (WEF) & meets Roberto Azevêdo, Director-General of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO); Hogan participates in a roundtable organised by the Commission 
with farm associations & environmental NGOs; Arilevante international exhibition 2019 in Bari 
(IT) www.agrilevante.eu/en/ (until Oct 13); ECJ ruling on conservation of natural habitats – wolf 
hunting (C-674/17);   

Oct 11 Juncker receives Moussa Faki, Chairperson of the African Union Commission & receives the 
Heads of the Representations of the Commission in the Member States for a working lunch; 
Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmström in Göteborg  (SE) (until Oct 12) - gives a lecture on 
trade policies & challenges in light of the next Commission at Brännpunkt Europa, University of 
Gothenburg; Vella receives Viorel Stefan, Member of the European Court of Auditors  (ECA) from 
Romania;  

Oct 12 Malmström in Göteborg speaks at the seminar µEXURSe 20 \eaUV ahead¶ organised by the Centre 
for European Research & the Centre for European Studies at the city¶s University;  

 

Management & Regulatory Committees  

Oct 9   Rural Development Committee;  
Oct 10  Committee for the Common Organisation of Agricultural Markets; Horizontal questions;  
Oct 11 Appeal Committee inc. exchange of views & vote on Genetically Modified maize stack 

Bt11xMIR162xMIR604x1507x5307xGA21 and GM maize combining two, three, four or five of the 
single events Bt11, MIR162, MIR604, 1507, 5307 & GA21; Standing Committee on Plant   
Health; Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food & Feed (PAFF) Controls & Import 
Conditions dedicated to the potential implications of the UK¶s withdrawal from the EU - inclusion 
on the list of 3

rd
 countries, BSE status etc. 

 

 
   ENDS   
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 POLISH FARM COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE FACES FURTHER QUIZZING BY MEPs 

 WOJCIECHOWSKI STRESSES CONSENSUS & LONG-TERM VISION AT LACKLUSTRE HEARING 
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POLISH FARM COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE FACES FURTHER QUIZZING BY MEPs 

Poland¶s candidate for the new Commission, Janus] Wojciechowski, faces more qui]]ing & a possible 
second µresumed¶ hearing after failing to convince COMAGRI MEPs at his confirmation audition on Oct 1 .  
His own ECR political group was the only one to back the Law & Justice (PiS) politician, while the biggest 
political group (EPP) complained that he failed to grasp the tough policy issues & too many of his responses 
were vague. Following the 3-hour grilling session with AGRI MEPs yesterday afternoon (from 2.30-5.30pm),  
Chairman Norbert Lins (EPP), after meeting Coordinators (in camera), wrote to Parliament President David 
Sassoli (dated Oct 2), requesting that the Commissioner-designate answer a series of additional written 
questions. The single-page letter, which is copied to Antonio Tajani (EPP, IT), Chair of the Conference of 
Committee Chairs & ENVI Committee Chair Pascal Canfin (Renew Europe, FR), is accompanied by three 
pages with seven detailed questions.  

In specific terms, MEPs would like to know how the Polish politician would integrate the ³long -term vision´ 
for agriculture - to which he referred at the hearing - into the ongoing CAP reform process. They want him to 
explain how he sees the role of organic farming & new breeding techniques in the µEuropean Green Deal¶ ± 
the flagship project of the incoming Commission College (2019-2024). Committee members also want 
concrete examples of where he sees potential for innovation & what he¶s going to do about land grabbing. 
The former member of the European Court of Auditors (since 2016) & ex -MEP (2004-2016) is asked how he 
proposes to ensure more equitable direct aid under the CAP framework & whether he could support  ³full 
convergence of payments per hectare within Member States in the next programming period.´  
Wojciechowski is asked to comment on which initiatives he would take to ensure farmers take action to 
tackle antimicrobial resistance & animal welfare concerns  ³related to intensive livestock farming.´ The 
Committee wants to know how the Polish politician would improve the current CAP reform proposal & what 
the timeframe would be, with reference to his stance on the re-nationalisation of the policy. There are 
detailed questions on how he would incentivise farming to perform on biodiversity, climate & environment & 
how he would direct funding to small-holders. COMAGRI members would like to know if he will push a target 
of 50% pesticide reduction by 2025. There is also a call for the former Vice-Chair of the EP¶s Committee on 
Agriculture & Rural Development (2004-2016) to explain how future farm policy & the so-called µFarm to Fork 
Strategy¶ would be inter-linked. The final question is on whether he agrees with the reduction in CAP 
expenditure planned for the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for 2021-27, with MEPs keen to get his 
view on the forthcoming transitional regulation. Sassoli is requested to send the list of supplementary 
questions to Commission President-elect Ursula von der Leyen, to be forwarded to Wojciechowski.  

Written replies are expected by Friday afternoon (in English), with the translated responses due by 
Monday (Oct 7). A special sitting of the Agri Coordinators will convene on Monday to analyse the answers. 
Depending on the quality of the responses & if a two-thirds majority give the green light, the Coordinators will 
approve the assessment letter. If they are not satisfied, they may request a (shorter) second hearing (1½ 
hours). Possible dates are being floated at the time of going to press (Oct 14 or 15), with some suggesting it 
may even take place earlier. Such a move to call a µresumed¶ hearing would have to be approved b\ the 
Parliament hierarchy inc. the Conference of Presidents, which would have the final say. Once hearings with 
the relevant Committees are over, the Conference of Presidents will decide on Oct 17 whether it has enough 
information to declare the process closed. If it has, the plenary in Strasbourg will vote on the Commission 
College as a whole on Oct 23. 

 

WOJCIECHOWSKI STRESSES CONSENSUS & LONG-TERM VISION AT LACKLUSTRE HEARING 

Poland¶s Commissioner-designate Janusz Wojciechowski struggled in his hearing with COMAGRI on Oct 1 
in the face of MEPs who complained that his answers were non-committal & lacked clarity, with one, German 
Green MEP Martin Häusling accusing him of a ³business as usual´ approach, with answers that sounded like 
they were scripted by outgoing Farm Commissioner Phil Hogan. During his introduction before the EP¶s 
Committee on Agriculture & Rural Development on Tuesday afternoon (2.30-5.30pm), the Pole reminded the 
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hearing that he had been an MEP for 12 years, as well as Vice-President of the Agri Committee (2004-2016). 
He had spent the last three years at the European Court of Auditors (ECA), with responsibility for agriculture. 

Answering in English to a barrage of questions from MEPs calling for change to reform plans & critical of 
the effect of trade deals on Europe¶s food & farming sector, Wojciechowski came across as ill-prepared, 
failing to deliver clear & precise answers, with sources pointing to his lack of engagement with DG AGRI 
officials over the past number of weeks. MEPs challenged his apparent view that CAP reform must be on the 
basis of the (current) Commission proposals, even if he conceded that it could be changed, in light of the 
reservations voiced by the Luxembourg-based ECA [see AF87-18].  

The right-wing Law & Justice (PiS) politician started by highlighting the rate at which European farms 
were going out of business. The 64-year-old explained that between 2005 & 2015, the EU lost more than 
four million holdings. They were going at the rate of over a thousand a day. One reason he had decided to 
be a candidate was that ³this is a chance to create a long -term vision for European agriculture.´ The CAP 
had been a success stor\ in the EU. ³We have food securit\,´ he said, but there were man\ weaknesses in 
the policy. The problems of the CAP affected not just farmers but also society, with relevance to food safety 
& food securit\. ³Agriculture is also ver\ important for the planet,´ he underlined, citin g climate change, 
biodiversity & animal welfare as some of the key issues involved. It was very important to have a true picture 
of the current situation & his first action, if confirmed, would be to present a rep ort on the position of 
European agriculture. Referring to the flagship µEuropean Green Deal¶, the Commission-hopeful said he was 
convinced that green agriculture was the best solution for the industr\¶s future. Environmental farming was a 
big opportunity, especially for small & family farms. He promised to ³strongl\ support all actions which will be 
helpful for small & medium sized farming,´ while he would be open for dialogue with the EP, farmers, farm 
organisations & NGOs. 

Italian MEP Herbert Dorfmann (EPP) noted that the ECA had been ³ver\ critical of the  reform proposals.´ 
He also raised the issue of ³huge land purchases going on b\ external actors.´ Wojciechowski said he would 
implement a CAP reform based on Hogan¶s proposals, but ³this is a chance to change the proposal.´ ³I¶m 
open for further discussion,´ he said. What the Commission had produced was ³onl\ the initial proposals´, 
while the plan was ³not the Bible.´ Dorfmann (from South Tyrol) asked whether he thought that the system of 
historic payments should be given up. The Commissioner-designate said he agreed that this was ³a question 
which we should discuss.´ Italian Socialist Paolo De Castro said the world faced a global emergency on 
climate & the EU needed a shared approach, \et the reform plans actuall\ ³delegate to the Member States.´ 
In response, the former High Court Judge (1991-1993) said there needed to be a discussion on how much 
decision-making would be at European level, with common objectives & indicators. De Castro underscored it 
was vital to have amendments to the current texts. German liberal Ulrike Müller (Renew Europe) raised the 
question of the transitional arrangements (valid for one year & due to be tabled in the coming weeks). 
Wojciechowski explained that the idea was to continue the current CAP with a new budget. ³We will be read\ 
to start the new CAP from Jan 1, 2022,´ he said. The transition regulation was necessar\ & the CAP should 
not be interrupted. Speaking on behalf of the Green/EFA group, Germany¶s Martin Häusling accused him of 
giving ³answers I thought Hogan had written down for \ou,´ & compla ined of a lack of responses on 
biodiversity loss or greenhouse gases. Complaining that it was ³very difficult to present everything in a two 
minute answer,´ the former President of the Polish Supreme Audit Office (1995-2001) said ³of course Mr. 
Häusling I will present my approach « my proposals to support farming, which are environmentally-friendly 
& protect biodiversity.´ Czech ID euro-deputy Ivan David wanted to know whether the Polish candidate would 
support ³trade negotiations which allow huge amounts of imports of agricultural products.´ The 
Commissioner-designate said he understood that the farming communit\ was concerned. ³Farmers should 
not be the victim of international trade agreements,´ he said. The EU should require the same standards of 
countries that sold it farm products as it insists on from its own farmers. A fellow Pole, Zbigniew KuĨmiuk 
(ECR) complained that although the EU was the top exporter of processed food it had a deficit in 
unprocessed food products. Wojciechowski said that was an argument that European agriculture neede d 
more support to ensure food security for its citizens. Ireland¶s Luke Ming Flanagan (GUE/NGL) raised the 
issue of beef imports & trade deals. ³We have about 300 000 tonnes of beef being brought into Europe ever\ 
\ear,´ he said, while Brexit would mean the loss of a market for over 250 000t. Would there be any extra 
support? ³Surel\ we should take care of our own market first, & look after others later?,´ the Co. 
Roscommon politician said. In response, Wojciechowski confirmed that he planned to visit Ire land & ask 
farmers there what they needed. Another Irish leftist MEP, Matt Carthy (Sinn Féin), referred the 
Commissioner-designate back to his suggestion that he¶d start with an anal\sis of the state of farming & wh\ 
so man\ farms were being lost. ³It¶s because farms aren¶t viable,´ Carth\ said. ³Farmers aren¶t making a 
profit &, therefore, the\¶re being forced off their farms.´ He wanted to know what the Pole would do to 
³ensure the redistribution of farm pa\ments & to tackle the dominance of a small numb er of corporate 
interests in the agricultural sector?´ Wojciechowski¶s answer was a commitment to be open to listening to 
farmers, while ³capping might be one solution.´ The Carrickmacross man wasn¶t satisfied. ³I don¶t know what 
that was, Commissioner-designate, but it wasn¶t an answer to m\ question,´ he said. ³I have a feeling that 
\ou¶re going to be back with us aga in before this is finally over.´ This week¶s audition came after the 
European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) said at the end of last week (Sept 27) that it had  concluded an 
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investigation into possible abuse of expenses by Wojciechowski by deciding no action should be taken 
against the former MEP. OLAF did recommend that the EP should recover just over ¼11 240 from the 
Commissioner-designate & look into its rules on travel expenses & subsistence allowances. 
 

EP¶s INTA COMMITTEE ENDORSES IRELAND¶S HOGAN AS NEW EU TRADE CHIEF 

MEPs have agreed to the appointment of Ireland¶s Phil Hogan to the post of Trade Commissioner in the new 
College, after a polished performance at his confirmation hearing on Monday evening (Sept 30), despite the 
opposition of the far-right Identity & Democracy (ID) & Green/EFA political groups. The International Trade 
Committee hearing, to which members of the Foreign Affairs & Development Committees were invited, 
focussed on the need for fair & sustainable trade, with MEPs pressing to make sure that sustainability was 
enshrined in all future agreements & that European farmers must not lose out.  During the three-hour grilling 
session, he faced a series of questions on trade relations with the US & China, the recent pact with the Latin 
American Mercosur bloc & the impact of climate change.  

GUE/NGL Trade Coordinator Helmut Scholz argued initially, at a meeting directly after the hearing  (from 
9.30pm), that more questions should be put to the Irish politician along, possibly, with another hearing, but 
did not get the support of any other group. With the choice narrowed to approval of the appointment, or 
outright rejection, a further meeting to write the Committee¶s letter in response to the hearing took place on 
Oct 1. The GUE/NGL group insisted on the inclusion of references to issues in trade accords, inc. clauses 
on Trade & Sustainable Development, Human Rights & Democracy as well as action to adapt trade policy to 
the requirements of the Paris Agreement on climate change. In the end a two-thirds majority was achieved in 
the Trade Committee with the thumbs up from the S&D, ECR, Renew Europe & GUE/NGL groups, while ID & 
the Greens voted against. The largest group in the EP - the European People¶s Party (EPP) of which Fine 
Gael is a member ± said the trade portfolio would be in a ³safe pair of hands.´  

Kicking off the audition on Sept 30, the German Socialist MEP Bernd Lange, as INTA Chair, said that 
³we¶re living in challenging times,´ citing the µcrisis¶ in the multi-lateral trading system, Brexit, differences 
with the US over Boeing & ongoing WTO reform. Even so, the EU had managed to establish ³good bilateral 
trade agreements.´ The meeting was largel\ held in English, despite the availabilit\ of 23 l anguages of 
translation, making it possible, as the Chair pointed out, to pose questions to the Irish Commissioner µas 
Gaeilge¶.  

The outgoing Agriculture Commissioner reminded the Committee that he was no stranger to international 
trade having worked closely with his colleague Cecilia Malmström. The Fine Gael politician stressed that the 
³EU can & must provide real opportunities for substantial growth,´ while at the same time ³offering European 
businesses a level playing field & protection from unfai r trading practices.´ He undertook to build ³on the 
transparent wa\´ trade polic\ had been done during the previous Parliament.   The Tullaroan man identified a 
series of priorities including strengthening the WTO as the rules-based system, continuing to build 
partnerships, opening markets & making trade ³a realit\ for EU businesses of all si]es.´ There was also a 
need to ensure that the right tools were available to keep trade fair. On the rules-based system, the former 
Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government (2011-2014) insisted that the world trade bloc 
was at the core of multilateralism although it was facing its biggest challenge  yet. If confirmed he would do 
his ³utmost to prevent the collapse of the WTO dispute settlement s\stem,´ & ³reinvigorate the negotiating 
function´ of the international body. The rulebook on trade needs to be updated particularly to deal with what 
he called the ³rampant use of subsidies b\ China & others,´ & ³forced tec hnolog\ transfers.´ The 59-year-old 
stressed the importance of the international role of the US which had supported the global system. Some of 
Washington¶s concerns about the s\stem were ³ones that we share, though we firml\ believe that changes 
are best achieved within rules.´ The relationship with Beijing was ³also important & vital,´ he said. ³Our 
companies need to be able to compete in a level pla\ing field,´ something which was ³not the case toda\.´ 
There was a need for ³effective reciprocit\.´ Referring briefly to Brexit, Hogan told the Committee that the 
EU¶s executive had ³prepared exhaustively for a no deal scenario.´ Africa was also a priority, with the Africa-
Europe Alliance pointing the way forward, while he promised to continue ongoing trade neg otiations with 
Australia & New Zealand. The veteran public representative ended his opening gambit by telling Committee 
members that ³trade must not only be fair & open, but also sustainable,´ while he stands ³ready to make full 
use of the instruments available.´ 

During the question & answer session that followed, Luxembourg¶s Christophe Hansen (EPP) focused 
initiall\ on trade relations between the EU & US which he described as ³the most deepl\ integrated economic 
regions in the world.´ ³The polic\ of the current US administration is jeopardising stabilit\,´ he said & asked 
Hogan how he was going to ³reset the transatlantic relationship?´ The Kilkenn\ man said that ³during 
moments of heightened tension we must not lose sight of the bigger picture.´ He was rea dy to engage 
politically with Washington to resolve differences & the way to do that was to f ocus on the ³mutual positives.´ 
Hansen came back with a question on the 15-year EU/US Airbus battle - with the US targeting those EU 
countries that are home to suppliers of Airbus (the UK, FR, DE & ES), in an attempt to break the unity of the 
bloc. In a ruling issued earlier today (Oct 2), WTO gave Washington the green light to impose tariffs on $7.5 
billion (¼6.8bn) of EU imports ranging from aircraft to cheese/butter and sweaters to Irish & Scotch Whiskies 
from Oct 18. The tariffs would be set at a 10% rate on aircraft & 25% on agricultural & other items. Hogan 
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said that Malmström had put forward a possible solution to ensure that Airbus comes into full compliance 
with WTO rules. It didn¶t make sense for the US to retaliate, particularl\ as the\ might have a problem with 
an upcoming judgment on the US aircraft manufacturer Boeing. ³Europe has to stand up for itself as well,´ 
he said. 

For the S&D group, Belgium¶s Kathleen Van Brempt asked about chapters on Trade & Sustainable 
Development (TSD) in trade accords & insisted that current rules were not working, citing a row with South 
Korea over workers¶ rights. Hogan explained that the case was the first time which the EU had used d ispute 
settlement measures to bring a trading partner into line. ³We should build on this,´ he said. Van Brempt 
wanted to see ³pre-ratification conditions´ to give the Parliament leverage in the Mercosur & other trade 
pacts & asked for the Commissioner-designate¶s support. Hogan responded b\ noting that Bra]ilian 
President Jair Bolsonaro had changed his position after getting elected & decided to sign up to the Paris 
agreement. ³All of us are appalled at what we see in the Ama]on,´ he outlined. ³The final r atification stage is 
where \ou have leverage,´ he told MEPs, sounding unconvinced b\ the idea of pre -ratification. Furthermore, 
Hogan pledged to use existing & future trade agreements to advance the EU ¶s climate & sustainable 
development goals. Signing trade deals with countries across the globe offered the EU leverage in making 
sure other jurisdictions respected environmental protection.  Renew Europe¶s Karin Karlsbro (SE) wanted to 
know if & when a deal on digital trade could be completed. In response, Hogan expressed concern over the 
effect of subsidies on the market in the digital area, notably by state-owned Chinese businesses. The EU 
had an open market & ³sometimes it¶s abused,´ he said. He referred to the use of trade defence measures. 
³We need these instruments & we need to be able to enforce them as well.´ The Swedish liberal euro-deputy 
also wanted to know how he planned to ³further improve the involvement of civil societ\.´ The would -be 
Trade Commissioner said he was ³ver\ happ\ to engage with civil societ\ & stakeholders.´ ³We are open to 
whatever discussions are necessar\ to communicate the benefits of trade,´ he said.  

For the Green/EFA group, Finnish MEP Heidi Hautala called for ³]ero tolerance to child labour´ & also 
raised the issue of deforestation. She suggested mandatory due diligence for  supply chains. Hogan pointed 
out that the Committee could put forward proposals & gave the regulation on conflict minerals, which enters 
into force in 2021 as an example. ³We made a lot of progress,´ he  said. ³Trade can pla\ a part.´ German ID 
member Markus Buchheit raised the impact of trade deals on farmers. ³When we look at Mercosur there are 
concerns,´ he said. ³How are \ou going to deal with that?´ The outgoing EU Farm chief said he understood 
the industr\¶s concerns, while international trade accords had produced ³a positive outcome for agriculture 
overall.´ In the bilateral deal with the Latin American trade bloc, he believed the limited volume of Tariff Rate 
Quotas (TRQs) meant the outcome was balanced. Belgium¶s Geert Bourgeois (ECR) said he believed in free 
& fair trade but ³we need to protect ourselves against unfair dumping.´ Would Hogan take timel\ measures 
³to protect whole sectors & the jobs therein? The Commissioner -designate said that responses needed to be 
faster. ³What we¶re looking at ver\ intensivel\ « is how we can get earlier resolution,´ he said. He focused 
on a row over Colombian measures on Belgian frozen fries. Bourgeois suggested it was a job for the new 
Chief Trade Enforcement Officer. Germany¶s (Die Linke) Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL) also raised the question 
of due diligence in the suppl\ chain.´ If this Committee decides to prioritise this initiative on due diligence « 
I¶d be ver\ happ\ to engage with \ou on what the scope of that particular proposal should be,´ Hogan said.  

 

STELLAR PERFORMANCE BY HEALTH COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE KYRIAKIDES 
Cypriot Health Commissioner-designate Stella Kyriakides focussed on an all-encompassing approach to 
health at her confirmation hearing with MEPs yesterday evening (Oct 1). Challenged by members of the 
Environment, Public Health & Food Safety Committee from 6.30-9.30pm, the Cypriot lawmaker promised 
action on endocrine disruptors & pledged that more would be done to protect bees from damage by 
pesticides. The vocal advocate for cancer awareness back in her native Cyprus repeatedly told th e meeting 
she would do more to tackle cancer. The Democratic Rally (EPP) politician & former clinical psychologist 
began the hearing by stressing her commitment to make a mark in patient care in Europe & as a breast 
cancer survivor herself expressed her dedication to contribute to the fight against the disease. Speaking 
almost entirely in English in a meeting at which most MEPs spoke in their native languages, Kyriakides 
opened by saying that health issues were of the utmost importance for European citizens & that the EU had 
some of the world¶s highest standards in animal & plant health. Collective health in societ\ depended on 
individual health & also on having a health\ planet. ³Health is an area where the EU shou ld strive for more,´ 
she said. The 63-year-old would be ³thrilled to lead our work on the new Farm to Fork Strategy on 
sustainable food,´ telling MEPs that the\ would be ke\ partners. It would involve addressing risks like 
endocrine disrupters & ³reducing our dependence on pesticides.´ ³We also need to come down on issues 
such as food fraud,´ she added. 

During the question & answer session that ensued , Swedish Socialist MEP Jytte Guteland stressed that 
exposure to even low doses of endocrine disrupters could lead to a range of disease s. ³It¶s not possible for 
humans to avoid these substances,´ she said calling for ³proper hori]ontal measures,´ ³instead of hiding 
behind the Commission¶s ver\ weak strateg\.´ K\riakides pointed out that endocrine disrupters were 
expressly mentioned in her mission letter. ³It shows we¶re going to do more,´ she said. The materials were 
going to be ³an important part of the work of the Commission.´ French MEP Pascal Canfin, who briefl\ 
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relinquished the Chair of the meeting to speak on behalf of Renew Europe, called on Kyriakides to support 
reductions in pesticide use. The Commission-hopeful pointed out that there was already strong legislation on 
pesticides but it "was not properl\ implemented.´ She hoped that changes in the general food law would be 
helpful in that direction. ³I can commit to decreasing the dependence we have on pesticides,´ the former 
President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (Oct 2017-Jan 2018) said. If appointed as 
the next EU Health chief, the Cypriot politician would also invest in funding for low-risk alternatives. ³Citi]ens 
are ver\ concerned,´ she said. ³We need to respect them.´ Canfin raised the impact on bees & called for a 
commitment from K\riakides to follow the EFSA proposal. She responded b\ sa\ing that ³there will be no 
lowering of the bar on bee protection, or other pollinators.´  The EU¶s exec had banned three neonicotinoids 
in 2013, but there had been differences in the application of EFSA¶s guidance on bees. ³We need to find a 
consensus,´ Kyriakides added. Michèle Rivasi of the Green/EFA group said that the Committee had ³a lot of 
arguments with \our predecessor on pesticides, particularl\ endocrine disrupters & gl\phosate.´ ³Pesticides 
should not be used if the\ have a chronic effect on bees,´ the French MEP said. In response, Kyriakides said 
she could hear the frustration. ³I can commit to tr\ing to build a consensus so we can become more effective 
(&) appl\ the legislation,´ she promised. Rivasi complained that the would -be Commissioner was not being 
bold enough. ³Make it a political issue, not a technical one,´ she said. Fellow Green MEP from Luxembourg 
Tilly Metz raised the issue of GMOs. She wanted to know if the Commissioner-designate would ³commit to 
respecting democracy & to listening, as you said, carefully to Parliament  & the Member States on this issue,´ 
& ³stop sa\ing µ\es¶ to GMOs when there¶s no qualified majorit\ in favour.´ ³Decisions need to be based on 
science,´ K\riakides insisted. ³EFSA authorises onl\ safe GMOs.´ Commenting after the 3-hour grilling, 
Peter Liese MEP, EPP Group Spokesperson for COMENVI said he had ³no doubt that Stella K\riakides will 
be an excellent Health Commissioner.´ ³Aside from working in the domain of health, she also has practical 
experience as a clinical psychologist. Her professional  aptitude is undisputed, as she impressively 
demonstrated toda\,´ the German euro-deputy from Olsberg concluded. All the main EP political groups ± 
with the exception of Identity & Democracy (ID) - backed the Cypriot candidate, while the (Associated) 
COMAGRI also gave her the green light.  
 

8K¶6 BORIS JOHNSON PUTS FORWARD µPROTOCOL¶ FOR IRISH BORDER 

UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson wrote to Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker earlier today (Oct 2), 
with a new µprotocol¶ on the Irish border - supposedly designed to replace the µbackstop¶ in the original 
Withdrawal Agreement. Widely leaked ahead of its publication, the new UK plan to replace the ³bridge to 
nowhere´ appears to have zero chance of being acceptable to the EU or its Member States. In the 4 -page 

correspondence* issued after his speech to the Conservative Party conference, Johnson proposes ³the 
potential creation of an all-island regulatory zone on the island of Ireland, covering all goods including agri-
food´. The Northern Ireland Executive & Assembly would have to endorse the arrangements before they 
come into force & ever\ four \ears afterwards. ³If consent is not secured, the arrangements would lapse,´ 
the Conservative leader continues. Northern Ireland would be ³fully part of the UK customs territory´ under 
this arrangement. In a letter apparently meant more for public consumption in the UK than to impress the 
EU, the New York born politician tells Juncker that ³there is now ver\ little time in which to negotiate a new 
Agreement between the UK & the EU under Article 50.´ With just four weeks to go ahead of the Brexit 
deadline (Oct 31), Johnson sa\s ³our proposal removes the so called µbackstop¶ in the previous  Withdrawal 

Agreement.´ ³A new wa\ forward must be found.´ A 7-page explanatory note* accompanying the letter says 
that all goods moving between the Republic & Northern Ireland would have to be ³notified using a 
declaration´. An actual proposal has not \et  been released. However, Ireland¶s broadcaster RTe (Raidiy 
Teilifts eireann) has reported that the plan envisages a series of µcustoms clearance centres¶ five to ten 
miles either side of the border, creating an exclusion zone which would cut off the north western part of the 
Republic of Ireland from the rest of the country.  In a statement responding to the letter, Juncker said that the 
Commission, which has received a legal text, would examine it ³objectively.´ Following a phone call with 
Johnson today, Juncker noted that there were ³still some problematic points that will need further work in the 
coming days, notably with regards to the governance of the backstop.´ ³The delicate balance struck b\ the 
Good Frida\ Agreement must be preserved.´ An Taoiseach Leo Varadkar, who spoke with the embattled UK 
Premier by telephone this evening, said the proposals ³do not fully meet the agreed objectives of the 
backstop.´ But he vowed to study them in more detail & consult with the EU institutions & other national 
capitals, ahead of further talks with Johnson next week. Tánaiste Simon Coveney said that ³it doesn¶t seem 
like the basis for agreement, that¶s for sure.´ Meanwhile, Labour leader Jerem\ Corb\n said he ³cannot see´ 
Johnson¶s proposals getting support, while Scottish National Part\ leader Nicola Stur geon said that it was 
³hard to escape (the) conclusion that the\¶re designed to fail.´  LibDem leader Jo Swinson said on Tuesday 
(Oct 1) that it was ³increasingl\ clear Boris Johnson isn¶t  serious about getting a deal,´ while her colleague 
Tom Brake (MP) described the offer, as leaked, as ³nothing short of derisor\.´ Speaking on the final day of 
the Tory Party conference in Manchester (Sept 29-Oct 2), Johnson insisted that ³what people want, what 
leavers want, what remainers want, what the whole world wants, is to be calmly & sensibly done with the 
subject & to move on.´ ³We are coming out o f the EU on Oct 31 come what may,´ he assured the party 
faithful.*See https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-proposals-for-a-new-protocol-on-

irelandnorthern-ireland         ENDS     
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